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TRUMAN  CROSS  BEASLEY. 


Among  institutions  which  are  of  foremost  importance  to  the 
commercial  development  of  a  city  there  are  none  more  significant 
than  the  banks,  as  they  facilitate  business  transactions  and  by  ex¬ 
tending  credit  at  the  right  time  promote  growth  and  business  ex¬ 
pansion.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe  is  a  bank  of  this 
kind  and  occupies  a  foremost  position  in  the  commercial  life  of 
the  community.  It  is  ably  directed  by  Truman  Cross  Beasley,  its 
president,  who  by  his  conservative  policy  in  regard  to  investments 
and  his  progressive  spirit  in  helping  along  commerce  and  industry 
has  made  it  what  it  is  today. 

Mr.  Beasley  was  born  on  September  16,  1855,  in  Jasper  county, 
Missouri.  He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  Beasley,  also  a  native 
Missourian,  who  was  born  in  Pike  county,  May  25,  1826,  and  was 
reared  there.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  was  success¬ 
ful  as  a  stock-raiser  in  the  county  of  his  birth  and  in  1861  came 
to  Chillicothe,  where  he  passed  away  July  6,  1911.  His  political 
affiliations  were  with  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious  belief 
that  of  the  Christian  church.  On  January  4,  1853,  he  married  in 
Jasper  county,  Missouri,  Miss  Eudora  Perry,  who  was  born  in 
Cleveland,  Tennessee,  January  4,  1837.  She  came  with  her  family 
to  Missouri  when  fourteen  years  old,  in  1851,  and  still  resides  in 
Chillicothe.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Eph¬ 
raim  Beasley,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  where  he  was  reared  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  during  his  life.  He  was  a 
democrat  and  also  an  adherent  of  the  Christian  church.  The 
paternal  grandmother  in  her  maidenhood  was  Rebecca  Ruddel, 
a  native  of  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  where  she  passed  her  girl¬ 
hood  days.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ephraim  Beasley  were 
ten  children:  Andrew  Jackson,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Rebecca; 
Stephen  R.;  Amanda;  Francis  Marion;  Sarah  Jane;  William 
Henry;  America  Virginia  Josephine;  James  W. ;  and  Catharine 
A.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  Alexander  Perry,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  in  which  state  he  was  brought  up  and  where  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  of  the  Methodist  faith,  a  democrat 
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in  politics  and  was  one  of  the  patriots  who  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  was  murdered  in  Arkansas  in  1862.  His  marriage  to 
Elizabeth  Woodlea  took  place  in  Tennessee,  where  she  was  born 
and  reared.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Perry  had  eight  children: 
Eudora,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  John;  Malinda;  George; 
Greer;  Mary;  Margaret;  and  Lucretia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Jackson  Beasley  had  four  children:  William  Herschel,  who  was 
born  December  13,  1853,  and  died  March  31,  1902;  Truman  Cross, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ida  Ella,  who  was  born  September  11, 
i860,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  about  five  years,  August  28, 
1865;  and  Lula,  born  September  30,  1870,  who  died  November 
19,  1876. 

Truman  Cross  Beasley  attended  the  public  schools  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Missouri,  where  he  was  reared.  He  decided  upon  a  com¬ 
mercial  career  and  subsequently  became  well  known  as  a  mer¬ 
chant  in  Pattonsburg,  Missouri,  and  also  engaged  in  the  banking 
business.  Giving  more  largely  his  attention  to  the  latter  occupa¬ 
tion,  he  in  time  built  up  an  extensive  business  in  this  line  and 
served  as  president  of  the  Daviess  County  Bank  at  Pattonsburg. 
In  1906  he  came  to  Chillicothe  as  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Chillicothe.  There  has  hardly  been  a  man  connected 
with  the  bank  who  has  exerted  a  greater  influence  in  its  growth 
and  development  and  in  this  important  position  he  has  done  much 
valuable  work  in  the  promotion  and  expansion  of  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  in  the  city  which  he  makes  his  home.  Under  his  guidance 
the  resources  of  the  bank  have  rapidly  increased  and  the  institution 
has  among  its  depositors  many  of  the  most  prominent  people  of 
the  town  and  does  business  with  most  of  the  larger  commercial 
institutions  in  the  city,  while  it  receives  a  large  share  of  trade 
from  the  surrounding  farming  community.  The  interests  of  Mr. 
Beasley,  however,  are  not  confined  to  this  institution  only,  for  he 
also  serves  as  president  of  the  Pattonsburg  Mercantile  Company 
of  Pattonsburg,  Missouri,  which  company  does  an  extensive  trade 
in  that  city. 

On  May  30,  1888,  Mr.  Beasley  was  married  at  Pattonsburg, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Mattie  Ewing,  who  was  born  near  Bedford, 
Trimble  county,  Kentucky,  September  14,  1866.  Her  father  is 
George  Douglas  Ewing,  who  was  born  January  2,  1842,  at  Ewing- 
ford,  Trimble  county,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  reared  and  made 
his  home  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  the  state  of  Missouri, 
locating  at  Pattonsburg.  He  has  made  his  permanent  residence 
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there  since  that  year  and  has  become  identified  with  the  fire  in¬ 
surance  business,  building  up  a  large  and  profitable  clientage.  His 
political  views  incline  him  toward  the  democratic  party  and  he 
affiliates  with  the  Methodist  church,  South.  He  served  with  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  Confederate  army,  attaining  the  rank  of  orderly 
sergeant,  and  was  a  member  of  Colonel  Giltner’s  staff  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  General  John  H.  Morgan’s  cavalry  division.  He  also 
attained  distinction  along  political  lines,  representing  Trimble  and 
Oldman  counties,  Kentucky,  in  the  lower  house  in  1879  and  1880. 
He  has  followed  his  business  successfully  in  Pattonsburg,  Daviess 
county,  Missouri,  ever  since  locating  here.  On  July  13,  1865,  he 
married  in  Trimble  county,  Kentucky,  Miss  Artimecia  Bain,  a 
native  of  that  county,  where  she  was  born  October  27,  1842,  and 
reared.  She  came  with  her  husband  to  Pattonsburg  in  1885. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Mattie,  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Charles  Bain,  born  August  10,  1870;  and  Iva  Watkins 
and  Ira  Scott,  twins,  who  were  born  June  4,  1875,  the  former  of 
whom  died  October  6,  1881,  and  the  latter  September  5,  1877. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Beasley  was  Fulton  Ewing,  who 
was  born  November  4,  1809,  near  Eminence,  Henry  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  was  reared  in  that  county,  where  he  later  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  stock-raising.  He  was  a  democrat  in  politics  and 
of  the  South  Methodist  faith.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
passing  away  July  18,  1889,  at  Ewingford,  Trimble  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  His  wife  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Rachel  Watkins 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county  and  state  as  her  hus¬ 
band,  near  Mount  Olivet,  and  there  was  reared.  Her  marriage 
to  Fulton  Ewing  took  place  March  14,  1833,  in  Henry  county, 
Kentucky,  and  they  had  ten  children:  James,  born  May  18,  1834, 
who  died  on  June  16th  of  the  same  year;  Mary  F.  Ewing  Morgan, 
born  May  31,  1835,  of  La  Grange,  Kentucky;  Robina,  born  May 
1 7,  1836,  who  died  July  16th  of  the  same  year;  William  Pryor, 
born  August  28,  1837,  of  Milton,  Kentucky;  Augustus  M.,  born 
November  25,  1839,  who  died  at  Taos,  New  Mexico,  September 
24,  1904;  George  Douglas,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Beasley;  Tharisa 
Holmes  Ewing,  who  was  born  September  12,  1843,  and  died 
October  19th  of  the  same  year;  Abel  Robbins,  born  August  31, 
1844,  of  Mitchell,  Indiana;  Bettie  E.  Ewing  Spilliman,  born  May 
20,  1847,  of  Ewingford,  Kentucky;  and  Christopher  C.,  who  was 
born  February  20,  1849,  and  died  on  December  13th  of  the  same 
year.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Beasley  was  Charles 
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Bain,  born  October  2,  1795,  in  the  state  of  Virginia.  He  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Kentucky,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
became  an  agriculturist.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  his 
faith  was  that  of  the  South  Methodist  church.  On  June  16,  1831, 
he  married  in  Trimble  county,  Kentucky,  Miss  Nancy  Trout,  who 
was  born  December  14,  1809,  in  Switzerland  county,  Indiana,  and 
was  reared  in  Trimble  county,  Kentucky.  Charles  Bain  passed 
away  in  that  county  on  February  14,  1870.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Bain  had  eleven  children:  Margaret  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
January  3,  1833,  and  died  May  4,  1839;  Sarah  Jane  Bain  Foree, 
who  was  born  April  28,  1834,  and  died  August  7,  1900;  Salome, 
born  January  24,  1836,  who  died  September  9,  1857;  Levi  Lewis, 
who  was  born  December  11,  1837,  and  died  May  7,  1847;  Elvina 
Bain  Dunn,  who  was  born  July  27,  1839,  and  died  October  20, 
1896;  Mary  Bain  Martin,  who  was  born  January  8,  1841,  of  Pat- 
tonsburg,  Missouri;  Artimecia  Bain  Ewing,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Beasley,  of  Pattonsburg,  Missouri;  William  Alexander,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1844,  of  Welch,  Kentucky;  Eliza  Trout  Bain  Hisle,  born 
January  18,  1847,  who  makes  her  home  in  old  Mexico;  Matilda 
Bain  Jordan,  who  was  born  March  20,  1849,  and  died  February  25, 
1884;  and  Jeremiah  Trout,  who  was  born  March  22,  1857.  The 
paternal  great-grandparents  of  Mrs.  Beasley  were  James  Ewing 
and  Robina  (Scott)  Ewing,  who  were  born,  educated  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Soon  after  their  marriage  in  1799 
they  sailed  for  America.  On  account  of  contrary  winds,  shipwreck 
and  other  delays  their  voyage  was  fraught  with  hardships  and 
dangers,  taking  six  months.  Their  first  child  was  born  at  sea  and 
he  was  christened  Douglas  in  honor  of  the  Douglas  clan  of  Scot¬ 
land,  of  which  the  great-grandmother  was  a  descendant.  Mrs. 
Robina  (Scott)  Ewing  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  a  movement  for 
the  higher  education  of  girls  and  established  the  first  girls’  high 
school  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  at  Frankfort.  Mrs.  Mattie  Beas¬ 
ley,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  received  her  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Kentucky  and  later  attended  high  school  at  Pattons¬ 
burg,  Missouri.  She  is  a  lady  of  refined  tastes  and  rare  attain¬ 
ments  and  popular  in  the  social  circles  of  Chillicothe. 

Mr.  Beasley  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  although 
he  is  public-spirited  and  has  by  his  activities  along  mercantile  and 
banking  lines  greatly  contributed  to  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  city  which  he  calls  his  home,  he  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Christian  church,  in  which 
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organization  he  is  interested.  He  has  attained  high  rank  in  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  the  lodge,  the  chapter,  the  com- 
mandery  and  the  shrine.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  industry  and  energy  have 
found  substantial  reward,  resulting  in  most  gratifying  prosperity. 
He  has  made  a  creditable  record  in  business,  his  course  having 
been  marked  by  steady  progress  gained  through  utilization  of 
every  opportunity  that  has  presented  itself.  He  is  a  man  strongly 
marked  by  character  and  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  a  forceful 
element  in  the  community,  his  sterling  traits  having  won  him  the 
high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con¬ 
tact,  and  his  activities  have  been  truly  constructive  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  city  and  the  surrounding  country. 


FRANK  W.  ASHBY. 

Frank  W.  Ashby,  who  has  been  for  fourteen  years  in  active  and 
successful  practice  as  a  lawyer  in  the  courts  of  Missouri,  has  behind 
him  a  record  of  able  work  in  the  public  service  and  before  him  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  future  advancement  of  which  he  cannot 
fail  to  make  adequate  and  effective  use.  He  was  born  in  Chariton 
county,  Missouri,  December  19,  1872,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Addie 
(Gaffenany)  Ashby,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  mother  dy¬ 
ing  in  1891  and  the  father  in  1898.  They  are  buried  in  Chariton 
county,  Missouri.  Frank  W.  Ashby  comes  of  a  family  of  early  Ken¬ 
tucky  settlers  who  came  to  Missouri  at  an  early  date  and  made  peace 
with  the  Indians,  doing  much  to  forge  the  way  to  civilization  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  In  Randolph  county,  Missouri,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Evans,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Cook)  Evans,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  in 
1887  and  the  mother  in  1907.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Ashby  have 
become  the  parents  of  a  son,  Grant  E.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Frank  W.  Ashby  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  possessing  in  his 
character  and  personality  all  of  the  force,  strength  and  determination 
which  the  word  implies.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Brunswick 
and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  began  work  on  a  construction  train  as  water 
boy  and  was  promoted  to  brakeman,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  he 
had  saved  sufficient  money  to  pay  his  expenses  through  college  at 
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Stansbury,  Missouri.  He  then  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1898  and  in  the  same  year  began  to  practice  in  the  city  of 
Chillicothe,  where  he  has  made  a  success  in  his  profession,  standing 
today  in  the  front  ranks  of  able  and  forceful  practitioners.  During 
his  active  legal  career  he  has  been  interested  in  many  important  civil 
and  criminal  cases  and  has  conducted  such  litigation  in  a  most  able 
manner.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  clear-minded  and  well  trained,  at  home 
in  all  the  major  and  minor  departments  of  jurisprudence  and  the 
higher  concerns  of  public  policy  and  he  possesses,  moreover,  that 
natural  ability  which  commands  success.  Mr.  Ashby  is  a  democrat 
of  the  Jeffersonian  type,  believing  in  the  majority  rule  and  adhering 
strictly  to  the  highest  standards  of  political  conscientiousness.  He 
began  his  public  life  in  May,  1905,  when  he  was  elected  on  the  demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  city  attorney  and  served  four  years,  repre¬ 
senting  the  city  in  its  protracted  struggle  for  municipal  ownership. 
Efficiently  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  office  and  impartially  and 
fearlessly  enforcing  the  law  he  has  made  a  splendid  record. 

Mr.  Ashby  is  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  in  Livingston  county, 
standing  always  on  the  side  of  the  public  interest  in  professional  and 
public  matters.  He  is  a  young  man  possessed  of  a  pleasing  manner 
and  personality  and  is  deservedly  popular  with  all  classes  of  people, 
irrespective  of  party  affiliation. 


HAL  D.  McHOLLAND. 

Hal  D.  McHolland,  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Publishing  & 
Printing  Company  and  editor  of  the  Chillicothe  Daily  and  Weekly 
Tribune,  is  an  experienced  and  able  journalist,  having  been  con¬ 
nected  with  this  line  of  work  since  his  childhood.  A  spirit  of 
progress  actuates  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  newspaper  and  his 
enterprise  and  modern  methods  are  manifest  also  in  his  business 
affairs.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the  city,  born  January  31,  1874,  his 
parents  being  David  A.  and  Adaline  (Tiffany)  McHolland,  the 
former  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  father 
served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana 
Regiment,  going  to  the  front  as  captain  and  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major  and  then  to  that  of  lieutenant  colonel.  He 
moved  to  Chillicothe  after  his  discharge  and  there  engaged  in 
the  wagon  and  blacksmithing  business  until  his  death,  which 
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occurred  in  1876.  His  wife  was  active  in  church  and  charity 
work  in  the  city  and  was  also  prominent  and  influential  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Women’s  Relief  Corps.  She  has  also  passed  away, 
her  death  having  occurred  in  Chillicothe  in  1907. 

Hal  D.  McHolland  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chillicothe  and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  in  Carver 
Business  College.  He  began  his  independent  career  as  a  carrier 
boy  for  the  Chillicothe  Tribune  and  he  has  been  connected  with 
this  paper  since  that  time,  rising  through  successive  stages  of 
progress  and  advancement  to  his  present  influential  position.  He 
was  successively  printer,  foreman  and  then  president  of  the  Chilli- 
cothe  Publishing-  &  Printing  Company  and  editor  of  the  Chilli¬ 
cothe  Daily  and  Weekly  Tribune,  his  progressive  methods  being 
manifest  in  increased  circulation  and  advertising  patronage.  He 
has  a  modern  and  well  equipped  plant  and  is  conducting  a  paper 
that  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  While  the  Trib¬ 
une  is  published  as  a  progressive  republican  newspaper,  it  takes 
an  independent  position  in  municipal  affairs,  standing  always  in 
favor  of  reform  and  advancement  in  everything  relating  to  the 
welfare  of  the  individual  and  of  the  community. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1896,  Mr.  McHolland  married  Miss 
Esther  A.  Dawson, _  a  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Cornelia  P. 
Dawson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McHolland  have  two  children,  Adaline 
Marjory  and  Joe  D.  Mr.  McHolland  is  a  member  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  other  secret  societies.  His 
wife  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
is  prominent  in  club  and  social  circles  of  the  city.  In  Chillicothe 
they  are  widely  known  and  popular  and  their  home  is  a  most 
hospitable  one,  its  good  cheer  being  greatly  enjoyed  by  their 
many  friends. 


JOHN  C.  HARGRAVE. 

Great  honor  is  due  John  C.  Hargrave  not  only  as  a  native  son 
and  pioneer  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  was  born  September  7, 
1839,  not  only  as  one  of  its  most  successful  agriculturists,  but  also 
as  one  of  the  men  who  offered  their  lives  in  the  great  conflict  that  for¬ 
ever  made  the  north  and  south  one  country  and  wrought  its  subse¬ 
quent  greatness.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Tobitha  (Nave)  Har- 
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grave,  the  former  a  pioneer  settler  in  this  district,  coming  to  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  in  1833,  at  a  time  when  the  most  primitive  conditions 
prevailed  and  there  were  few  signs  of  civilization.  This  was  in  the 
early  days  when  wild  game  was  still  plentiful  and  often  furnished  the 
meat  for  the  table.  He  owned  several  pieces  of  land  which  he  gradu¬ 
ally  cleared,  put  under  cultivation  and  developed  to  a  high  state  of 
productivity,  and  as  the  years  passed  became  one  of  the  well  known 
and  substantial  men  of  the  county.  He  also  had  a  military  record  to 
his  credit,  having  fought  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  He  died  in  1890, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his  death  causing  widespread  regret. 
His  burial  took  place  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Hargrave  passed  away  when  our  subject  was  only  four  years  of  age 
and  found  a  last  resting  place  in  the  Nave  family  lot  at  Spring  Hill, 
Missouri.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children.  The  Hargrave  fam¬ 
ily  is  of  old  English  origin,  having  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
in  Tennessee,  and  John  Hargrave,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
participated  in  the  War  of  1812. 

John  C.  Hargrave  acquired  his  education  in  various  parts  of  the 
county,  attending  school  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  then 
assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm  until  his  patriotic  spirit 
was  aroused  by  the  call  to  arms  and  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war.  During  that  conflict  he  lost  an  arm  when  he  was  on 
guard  duty,  protecting  a  paymaster.  He  subsequently  began  farm¬ 
ing  on  his  own  account,  beginning  with  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  but 
gratifying  financial  results  gradually  enabled  him  to  increase  his 
holdings  until  they  amounted  to  six  hundred  acres.  He  has  since  di¬ 
vided  this  vast  tract  of  land  among  his  children,  retaining  only  the 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  on  which  he  now  resides  and 
to  which  he  yet  gives  his  undivided  attention  although  over  seventy 
years  of  age.  He  largely  engages  in  general  farming  and  is  also  an 
extensive  stock-raiser,  deriving  a  gratifying  income  from  the  latter 
branch  of  his  activities.  Modern  equipment  can  be  found  upon  his 
place  and  all  up-to-date  accessories  to  farming  have  been  introduced 
by  him.  Mr.  Hargrave  has  also  erected  a  comfortable,  handsome 
residence  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

In  Jackson  township,  on  November  27,  1864,  Mr.  Hargrave  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Gibbs,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Squire  Pepper.  Mrs.  Hargrave  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret 
(McWilliams)  Gibbs,  the  father  formerly  well  known  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  section  to  which  he  came  about  the  year  1835.  To 
his  credit  stands  distinguished  service  rendered  during  the  Civil 
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war  as  a  lieutenant.  He  was  well  known  and  well  liked  in  Livings¬ 
ton  county  where  he  passed  away  in  December,  1877,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  about  fifteen  years 
later,  in  1892,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Gibbs  family  lot.  In  their 
family  were  nine  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hargrave  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are :  Dixon,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jackson  town¬ 
ship,  near  the  Gibbs  schoolhouse;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  George 
Grouse,  a  farmer  of  the  same  township;  David,  who  follows  the  same 
occupation  in  the  same  locality;  John,  a  graduate  of  the  Chillicothe 
Normal  School  and  a  resident  of  Chillicothe;  Fred,  a  farmer  of  Jack- 
son  township;  Kate,  the  wife  of  William  Grouse,  an  agriculturist  of 
Sampsell  township;  Sarah,  who  married  Claude  Boone,  of  Farmers- 
ville;  and  Rose,  the  wife  of  Edward  Nothnagle,  a  farmer  of  Samp¬ 
sell  township.  Mr.  Hargrave  also  has  thirty-nine  grandchildren. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Hargrave  has  participated  in 
the  public  life  of  the  community  and  for  some  time  served  as  con¬ 
stable  of  Jackson  township,  while  for  many  years  he  has  done  able 
service  as  a  director  of  the  school  board.  His  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  democratic  party  and  in  religious  matters  he  gives  his 
adherence  to  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  the 
Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  A  man  strongly  marked  by  char¬ 
acter,  Mr.  Hargrave  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  a  forceful  element 
in  the  community,  where  his  sterling  traits  have  won  him  the  high 
regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
His  success  is  highly  merited  and  is  to  be  attributed  to  his  incessant 
industry,  his  energy  and  also  to  the  faithful  assistance  of  his  wife  who 
has  shared  with  him  in  all  his  hardships.  A  native  son  and  a  pio¬ 
neer,  he  has  not  only  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes  that 
have  here  occurred  but  he  has  been  helpful  in  bringing  about  the 
general  advancement  that  the  present  generation  enjoys. 


R.  L.  ISHERWOOD. 

R.  L.  Isherwood  has  demonstrated  the  full  meaning  of  the  word 
success  as  being  the  complete  accomplishment  of  an  honorable  pur¬ 
pose.  Integrity,  energy,  close  application  and  good  management — 
these  are  the  elements  which  have  entered  into  his  business  career  and 
crowned  his  efforts  with  prosperity.  He  now  occupies  an  enviable 
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position  in  financial  circles  as  vice  president  of  the  Chillicothe  State 
Bank,  and  in  the  general  business  life  of  the  city  as  the  owner  of  some 
fine  modern  greenhouses  and  as  the  promoter  of  many  other  im¬ 
portant  enterprises  which  affect  directly  the  present  security  and 
future  growth  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Cheltenham,  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  England,  December  6,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  R.  L.  Isherwood, 
these  initials  having  descended  to  the  eldest  son  in  the  family  through 
many  generations.  For  hundreds  of  years  representatives  of  this 
line  were  cotton  manufacturers  in  England  and  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  for  a  long  time  interested  in  this  industry.  He  is  now 
living  retired  in  Argentine,  Kansas,  having  reached  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-four.  His  wife  passed  away  in  that  city  in  1885,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five,  and  her  grave  is  in  the  Argentine  cemetery.  She 
was  a  representative  of  the  Spencer  family,  members  of  which  have 
been  well  known  in  various  lines  of  activity  in  England.  It  sent 
representatives  to  various  English  wars  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  H.  Spencer,  fought  through  the  entire 
Crimean  war  as  general  of  an  army  corps. 

R.  L.  Isherwood  acquired  his  education  in  Millbrook  College, 
Devonshire,  England,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1872,  and  in 
Oxford  College,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  B.  S.  in  the 
following  year.  Immediately  after  completing  his  education  he  came 
to  America  and  here  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  following  that  occu¬ 
pation  at  Carrollton,  Missouri,  for  three  years.  Afterward  he  went 
to  Cameron,  Missouri,  and  spent  one  year  there,  going  to  Jamesport 
at  the  end  of  that  time  and  establishing  himself  in  the  hardware  and 
implement  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  twenty  years,  win¬ 
ning  a  high  and  prominent  place  in  mercantile  circles  of  that  locality. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Chillicothe  and  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  International  Harvester  Company, 
a  connection  which  he  retained  until  1904,  when  he  transferred  his 
interests  to  the  Studebaker  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
two  years.  In  1906  he  built  a  large  greenhouse,  which  he  owns  to¬ 
day  and  the  conduct  of  which  forms  one  of  the  most  important  of 
his  business  interests.  The  building  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
northern  Missouri,  occupying  over  an  acre  of  land,  and  it  contains 
the  first  concrete  benches  ever  installed  in  a  building  of  this  char¬ 
acter.  These  are  over  one  hundred  feet  in  length  and  much  credit 
is  due  Mr.  Isherwood  as  the  originator  of  the  idea. 

Since  his  arrival  in  Chillicothe  Mr.  Isherwood  has  made  his  in¬ 
fluence  felt  in  an  important  way  in  business  circles  of  the  city  and 
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has,  therefore,  been  carried  forward  into  important  relations  with 
general  business  life.  In  1909  he  became  connected  with  the  Chilli- 
cothe  State  Bank  and  has  since  been  vice  president  of  the  institution, 
which,  owing  to  a  great  extent  to  his  great  financial  ability,  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  strong  money  concerns  of  the  county,  established  on 
a  reliable  basis  and  conducted  along  conservative  lines  which  merit 
the  confidence  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Isherwood  married,  at  Jamesport,  Missouri,  December  27, 
1887,  Miss  M.  Gillilan,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Gillilan,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Daviess  county  and  a  representative  of 
an  old  German  family.  Both  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  at 
Jamesport.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isherwood  became  the  parents  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Edith,  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Wiley,  a  traveling  salesman,  with  resi¬ 
dence  in  Chillicothe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isherwood  are  well  known  in 
social  circles  of  the  city  and  their  pleasant  home  at  1516  West  Cal¬ 
houn  street  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  attractive  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Fraternally  Mr.  Isherwood  is  a  blue  lodge  Mason  and  be¬ 
longs  also  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  latter  institution  he  has 
been  a  member  for  thirty-five  years.  He  is  a  progressive  democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  is  interested  in  the  social  and  political  devel¬ 
opment  as  well  as  in  the  material  progress  of  Chillicothe.  An  analyza- 
tion  of  his  work  shows  that  his  success  is  not  the  result  of  unusual 
circumstances  but  has  come  rather  from  his  close  application  and 
ready  use  of  opportunities.  He  has  known  how,  when  and  where  to 
put  forth  his  best  energies  and  the  careful  directing  of  his  efforts, 
along  the  lines  where  mature  judgment  has  led  the  way,  has  brought 
to  him  the  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys. 


J.  M.  SEISER. 

The  business  interests  which  constitute  the  commercial  impor¬ 
tance  of  Chillicothe  are  not  the  result  of  the  labor  of  one  or  even  a 
few  individuals  but  of  the  aggregate  effort  of  the  many,  and  yet  there 
are  certain  men  who  are  acknowledged  leaders  in  the  business  world 
— men  of  energy,  capable  of  forming  original  plans  which  they  carry 
forward  to  successful  completion  and  capable  also  of  embracing  the 
opportunities  which  arise  in  the  course  of  their  careers.  To  this  class 
belongs  J.  M.  Seiser,  general  contractor  and  builder  in  Chillicothe, 
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and  his  life  record  contains  many  lessons  which  may  profitably  be 
followed  by  all  who  seek  progress  in  the  business  world.  He  was 
born  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  February  25,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Mathias 
and  Phebe  J.  (Huff)  Seiser,  the  former  for  many  years  a  marble 
and  granite  monument  manufacturer  in  Chillicothe.  He  died  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  his  wife  followed  him  on 
the  22d  of  August,  1893,  her  death  occurring  when  she  was  fifty- 
five  years  of  age.  Both  were  representatives  of  German  families  and 
are  buried  in  Edgewood  cemetery. 

At  the  usual  age  J.  M.  Seiser  entered  the  public  schools  of  Chilli¬ 
cothe  and  followed  the  complete  course,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  immediately  began  his  independent 
business  career,  engaging  as  a  manufacturer  of  brick  and  giving  evi¬ 
dence  even  at  that  early  day  of  the  spirit  of  business  daring  and 
initiative  upon  which  his  present  success  is  founded.  It  is  a  remark¬ 
able  fact  that  the  first  contract  which  he  accepted  in  1900  was  for  the 
manufacture  of  six  hundred  thousand  bricks  to  supply  the  large 
Marmaduke  concern.  Mr.  Seiser  made  these  bricks  by  hand  and  de¬ 
livered  them  at  the  required  time,  and  since  then  has  been  making 
steady  advancement  in  the  business  world.  He  built  a  plant  of  his 
own  in  1902  and  in  it  manufactured  vitrified  brick,  conducting  this 
enterprise  with  increasing  success  until  1905,  since  which  time  he 
has  given  all  of  his  attention  to  the  contracting  and  building  business. 
The  territory  in  which  he  operates  extends  for  several  hundred  miles 
in  all  directions  from  Chillicothe  and  westward  to  Los  Angeles, 
California,  where  he  built  the  Seiser  Piper  building,  one  of  the  largest 
structures  in  that  city.  Mr.  Seiser  owns  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
real  estate,  including  business  and  residence  property  in  Chillicothe, 
and  he  built  his  own  residence,  which  together  with  many  other  at¬ 
tractive  and  beautiful  dwellings  and  practically  all  of  the  prominent 
buildings  in  the  city  and  county  stand  as  a  monument  to  his  skill 
and  ability. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1895,  Mr.  Seiser  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Addie  L.  Culling,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Lizzie 
(Vanstane)  Culling,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Chillicothe.  He 
and  his  wife  now  reside  at  Alhambra,  California. 

Mr.  Seiser  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  The  Maccabees  and  the 
Modern  Brotherhood  of  America.  He  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
progressive  party  and  is  actively  interested  in  all  movements  for  the 
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general  good.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  culture,  of  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability  and  practical  judgment  and  his  life  of  industry  has 
brought  him  rich  reward  in  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  acquaint¬ 
ances  hold  him  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  citizen. 


ANDREW  J.  HEDRICK. 

No  history  of  Livingston  county  would  be  complete  without  men¬ 
tion  of  Andrew  J.  Hedrick,  who  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  and 
prominent  agriculturists  of  the  state,  his  property  holdings  aggregat¬ 
ing  two  thousand  acres.  In  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age,  he 
still  operates  and  manages  his  farm,  which  by  hard  labor  and  unremit¬ 
ting  industry  throughout  the  years  he  has  made  a  valuable  and  pro¬ 
ductive  property.  Mr.  Hedrick  was  born  in  Tazewell,  Virginia,  in 
September,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Whitley)  Hed¬ 
rick,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  mother  dying  December 
22,  1880,  and  the  father  November  16,  1890.  Both  are  buried  at 
Utica. 

Andrew  J.  Hedrick  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  section  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
securing  a  position  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  worked  thus  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Livingston  county  and  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  agricultural  career,  buying  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which 
he  has  gradually  increased  to  its  present  dimensions.  Upon  this 
property  he  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming,  harvesting  annually  abun¬ 
dant  crops  of  hay  and  grain  and  being  likewise  extensively  interested 
in  stock-raising.  In  addition  to  this  Mr.  Hedrick  has  gained  some 
local  reputation  as  an  expert  poultry  raiser  and  has  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  fowl  upon  his  premises.  He  has  led  an  active,  useful  and  honor¬ 
able  life  and  now  occupies  a  position  of  prominence  and  importance 
in  agricultural  circles  as  a  result  of  his  sound  business  ability  and 
practical  judgment. 

Mr.  Hedrick  married,  in  Madison  county,  Illinois.  March  9,  1869, 
Miss  Ella  Hughes,  a  native  of  Livingston  county.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  sons:  Ira,  who  is  assisting  his  father;  and  Ray,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Hedrick  passed  away  in  March,  1873,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Utica  cemetery. 

Mr.  Hedrick  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
since  making  his  residence  in  Livingston  county  has  taken  an  intelli- 
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gent  and  public-spirited  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  community,  and 
served  as  trustee  of  the  school  board  for  six  years.  He  also  was 
a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  well  known  in  Green  township,  where  he  has  been 
a  resident  for  over  half  a  century,  during  which  time  his  genuine 
worth,  his  upright  life  and  his  high  principles  have  commended  him 
to  the  good-will,  trust  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated. 


WILLIAM  WILBERFORCE  EDGERTON. 

The  life  work  of  William  Wilberforce  Edgerton  has  in  various 
aspects  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  city  of  Chillicothe,  in  which 
he  makes  his  home.  One  of  the  foremost  financial  men  of  the 
city,  he  exerts  as  president  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of 
Chillicothe  a  potent  influence  upon  the  commercial  growth 
of  the  city  and  its  general  upbuilding.  He  was  also  active 
for  many  years  before  coming  to  Chillicothe  as  a  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  and  as  a  merchant.  He  was  born  August  4, 
1845,  near  Lima,  Ohio,  a  son  of  John  Leffingwell  and  Delia 
(Doud)  Edgerton.  The  father  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vermont, 
December  2,  1797,  and  was  reared  in  Vermont  and  New  York. 
He  was  well  and  favorably  known  as  a  teacher  and  lecturer. 
On  March  1,  1812,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  with  Eng¬ 
land  as  a  member  of  Captain  Alexander  McKenzie’s  command 
at  Moriah,  New  York,  and  served  valiantly  for  the  preservation 
of  his  country.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  died  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  on  July  3,  1870.  He  was  married  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1832,  to  Miss  Delia  Doud,  who  was  born  at  New  Haven, 
Vermont,  May  27,  1812,  and  was  reared  in  that  state.  She 
passed  away  at  Sparta,  Wisconsin,  in  1868.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  was  Jedediah  Edgerton,  who  was  a  native 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  born  in  1762,  and  his  wife’s  maiden 
name  was  Lucy  Curtis.  He  was  reared  and  spent  his  life  in 
Connecticut  and  Vermont  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing.  His  religion  was  that  of  the  Congregational  denomination 
and  he  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlisting 
from:  Pawlet,  Vermont,  and  serving  with  the  rank  of  captain 
during  the  conflict.  He  passed  away  in  New  York  state  in  1848. 
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The  father  of  Mrs.  Delia  (Doud)  Edgerton  was  Silas  Doud,  who 
was  born  in  1773  at  New  Haven,  Vermont,  and  was  reared  in 
that  state,  where  he  subsequently  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  He  also  was  a  Congregationalist.  He  was  prominent 
in  his  locality,  having  for  several  terms  served  in  the  state  legis¬ 
lature.  His  death  occurred  in  the  town  of  New  Haven,  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  1826.  He  was  married  in  1791  to  Miss  Irena  Scovil, 
who  was  born  in  August,  1770,  in  Meriden,  Connecticut,  was 
reared  in  Connecticut  and  Vermont,  was  married  in  New  Haven, 
the  latter  state,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  about  one  hundred 
years  in  1870.  Mrs.  Delia  (Doud)  Edgerton,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  ten  children  born  unto  her  parents,  the  others 
being:  Betsey,  who  was  born  in  1793  and  died  in  1835;  Laura, 
born  in  1795,  who  passed  away  in  1881 ;  Silas,  who  was  born  in 
1797  and  died  in  1867;  Hiram,  who  was  born  in  1799  and  died 
in  1820;  Amy,  who  was  born  in  1801  and  died  in  infancy;  Osmund, 
who  was  born  in  1803  and  died  in  1865;  Sylvester,  who  was  born 
in  1806;  Adeline,  born  in  1809;  and  Rozalia,  born  in  1815.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Leffingwell  Edgerton,  who  were  married  at  New 
Haven,  Vermont,  had  four  children:  Harriet  Augusta  Tenney, 
who  was  born  in  1834  and  died  in  1898;  Martha  Irena  Newton, 
born  in  1838,  who  passed  away  in  1901 ;  William  W.,  the  subject 
of  this  review;  and  John  Howard,  who  was  born  in  1850  and 
makes  his  home  in  Sulphur  Springs,  Arkansas. 

William  W.  Edgerton  was  reared  at  home  and  attended 
school  in  Waverly,  New  York.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  grad¬ 
uated  from  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.,  and  in  April  of  that  year  removed  to  Wheeling, 
Livingston  county,  Missouri,  where  he  engaged  in  practice.  For 
nine  years  he  followed  his  profession  in  that  city  and  built  up 
an  extensive  clientage  during  that  time.  He  was  subsequently 
engaged  for  eight  years  in  the  general  merchandise  business  and 
his  efforts  in  that  direction  were  attended  by  success.  In  August, 
1889,  he  came  to  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  With  experienced  eye 
he  immediately  recognized  the  necessity  of  a  banking  institu¬ 
tion  in  this  city  and  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Citb 
zens  National  Bank,  of  which  he  has  since  served  as  an  officer 
continuously,  acting  as  cashier  for  eight  years  and  subsequently 
filling  the  office  of  vice  president,  being  later  elected  toi  the  presi¬ 
dency.  He  has  guided  the  policies  of  the  bank  with  great  cir¬ 
cumspection  and  has-been  instrumental  in  making  this  institution 
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one  of  the  foremost  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Under  his 
able  management  the  resources  of  the  bank  have  increased  won¬ 
derfully  and  the  foremost  individuals  and  many  of  the  important 
enterprises  of  the  city  do  business  with  his  institution  or  are 
depositors. 

On  April  i,  1876,  Mr.  Edgerton  was  married  at  Wheeling, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  was  born  August  11, 
1853,  in  Dunkirk,  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ethel,  who  was  born  in  Wheeling  in  1882  and  grad¬ 
uated  in  1900  from  the  Chillicothe  high  school,  subsequently 
attending  Stephens  College  at  Columbia,  Missouri,  and  who  in 
1907  married  Edgar  O.  Welch,  residing  in  Chillicothe;  and  Leah 
and  Lillian,  twins,  born  in  1884,  both  of  whom  died  the  same 
year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  O.  Welch  have  three  children : 
Edgerton,  born  July  3,  1908;  Owsley,  born  December  3,  1910; 
and  Catharine  Elizabeth,  born  September  29,  1912. 

Mr.  Edgerton  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
public  welfare.  Tie  has  been  honored  with  election  to  the  mayor’s 
chair  and  during  his  administration  has  brought  about  many 
important  improvements  which  have  greatly  benefited  the  city. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  receiving  a  government  pension. 
In  the  spring  of  1862  he  enlisted  for  service  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served 
in  the  ranks  for  three  years,  being  discharged  in  June,  1865,  at 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 
In  whichever  capacity  one  may  review  the  life  work  of  Mr. 
Edgerton  it  has  always  been  one  of  usefulness  and  service  and 
he  has  attained  success  not  only  as  physician,  healing  the  sick 
and  helping  the  suffering,  but  also  as  a  merchant  and  financier, 
and  his  labors  wherever  exerted  have  resulted  in  benefit  to 
mankind. 


J.  BERNARD  KLEIN. 

J.  Bernard  Klein,  whose  intense  and  well  directed  energy  consti¬ 
tutes  a  forceful  factor  in  the  successful  management  of  the  interests 
of  the  Klein  Plumbing  &  Heating  Company,  of  Chillicothe,  is  man¬ 
ager  of  that  concern.  His  sound  judgment  has  made  his  opinions 
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of  weight  in  determining  the  policy  of  the  house  and  his  business 
acumen  has  been  instrumental  in  placing  it  among  the  leading  enter¬ 
prises  of  this  kind  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the 
city,  born  August  13,  1889,  his  parents  being  Nicholas  M.  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Rommelfenger)  Klein,  representatives  of  old  German  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Chillicothe  and  for 
some  years  was  identified  with  business  interests  as  a  successful  shoe 
merchant.  He  is  now  living  retired  in  this  city. 

J.  Bernard  Klein  acquired  his  education  in  the  St.  Columban 
parochial  school  and  later  attended  the  Hartford  (Wis.)  high  school. 
He  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  at  once  began  learn¬ 
ing  the  plumbing  trade,  his  special  training  and  practical  experience 
gained  at  this  time  becoming  the  broad  foundation  of  his  later  suc¬ 
cess.  Since  June,  1911,  he  has  been  manager  of  the  Klein  Plumbing 
&  Heating  Company,  conducting  one  of  the  largest  establishments 
of  this  kind  in  the  city  and  doing  work  throughout  a  territory  of 
seventy-five  miles  around  Chillicothe.  Mr.  Klein  devotes  his  entire 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  this  concern  and  under  his  able  guidance 
it  has  become  a  profitable  business  and  a  factor  in  the  commercial 
activity  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Klein  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  believing 
in  all  progressive  political  measures  and  giving  his  active  cooperation 
to  movements  for  the  public  welfare.  His  religious  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  still  a 
young  man  but  he  possesses  a  keen  ambition  to  achieve  success  in  the 
business  world,  which  combined  with  his  ability  and  force  of  per¬ 
sonality  will  undoubtedly  be  factors  in  his  continued  progress. 


JOHN  T.  MILBANK. 

John  T.  Milbank  is  prominently  connected  with  milling  interests 
in  Chillicothe  and  his  is  a  well  directed  enterprise  in  which  careful 
management  and  unfaltering  industry  are  meeting  with  success. 
While  Mr.  Milbank  has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Livingston  county 
he  was  born  in  Troy,  Madison  county,  Illinois,  February  9,  1861,  his 
parents  being  George  and  Nellie  (Swain)  Milbank.  The  father’s 
birth  occurred  in  Essex,  England,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1833,  and  he 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years  when  in  1855  he  came  to 
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America,  settling  first  at  Akron,  Ohio.  He  was  a  miller,  which  trade 
he  had  learned  in  his  native  land,  and  later  followed  it  in  Ohio.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  took  up  his  abode  near  Evansville,  Indiana,  and  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  resided  from  1856  until  i860. 
In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Troy,  Madison  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  conducted  a  milling  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1867  he 
arrived  in  Chillicothe  and  built  the  plant  known  here  as  the  City 
Mills,  thus  establishing  the  business  of  which  his  son  John  T.  is  now 
proprietor  and  which  for  more  than  forty-five  years  has  been  one  of 
the  important  manufacturing  industries  of  the  city. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  i860,  George  Milbank  was  married  to  Miss 
Nellie  Swain  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  John  T., 
of  this  review;  Sallie  W. ;  George  M. ;  Lucy  T. ;  Charles  R. ;  Mary  L. ; 
Henry  S. ;  Kate  S. ;  and  Nellie  May,  deceased.  The  father  died  in 
1903  after  having  lived  retired  since  1897.  It  is  interesting  in  this 
connection  to  note  something  of  the  more  remote  ancestry  of  John  T. 
Milbank,  whose  paternal  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Wallace)  Milbank,  both  natives  of  England,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives. 

John  T.  Milbank,  spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental 
roof,  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  was  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  economy.  He  early  became  familiar  with 
the  milling  business  through  the  assistance  which  he  rendered  his 
father  from  early  boyhood  and  in  1897  upon  his  father’s  retirement  he 
and  his  brother  Henry  Milbank  purchased  the  mills  which  they  ope¬ 
rated  in  joint  ownership  until  February  14,  1911,  when  the  subject  of 
this  review  bought  his  brother’s  interests  and  is  now  sole  proprietor. 
The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  flour 
and  fifty  barrels  of  corn  meal  per  day,  and  this  product  is  sent  out 
over  a  broad  territory,  covering  a  radius  of  one  hundred  miles  from 
Chillicothe.  It  is  also  sold  on  the  St.  Louis  market  and  is  shipped 
extensively  into  the  south.  The  establishment  of  these  mills  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe  encouraged  the  growing  of  wheat  in  Livingston  county,  some¬ 
thing  that  had  been  done  to  a  very  limited  extent  prior  to  that  time, 
but  its  production  has  since  greatly  increased  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
staple  crops  of  the  county. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1895,  Mr.  Milbank  was  married  to  Miss 
Bessie  W.  Palmer,  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter 
of  Serring  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milbank 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  George  Edward,  born 
July  14,  1897;  John  Palmer,  born  February  17,  1900;  and  Elizabeth 
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Sarah,  born  July  18,  1905.  Mrs.  Milbank  holds  membership  in  the 
Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Milbank  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity  in  which  he  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  His  life 
conforms  to  the  high  teachings  of  that  organization  and  his  social 
and  business  connections  both  place  him  in  a  prominent  position 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Chillicothe.  His  has  been  a 
useful,  active  and  well  spent  life  in  which  enterprise,  energy  and 
ambition  have  triumphed  over  difficulties  and  obstacles  and  placed 
him  among  the  more  successful  representatives  of  industrial  activity. 


ELMER  A.  DUSENBERRY. 

Elmer  A.  Dusenberry  is  manager  of  the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Company 
and  by  virtue  of  this  position  and  the  force  of  his  ability  and  per¬ 
sonality  one  of  the  prominent  and  representative  business  men  of 
Ludlow.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  born  in  Dawn,  April  20, 
1879,  his  parents  being  Dr.  Frank  and  Emma  (Essig)  Dusenberry, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  father  practiced  medicine  and 
surgery  at  Richmond  and  Lexington  Junction,  Missouri,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  successful  professional  men  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
He  died  in  1882,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight,  and  is  buried  near 
Dawn.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1888,  dying  in  that  year  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine.  She  is  buried  in  Carroll  county. 

Elmer  A.  Dusenberry  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Dawn  and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  in  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  He  laid  aside  his  books  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  and  began  his  active  career  as  a  farm  laborer,  working 
upon  various  properties  and  receiving  for  his  services  about  thirteen 
dollars  per  month.  He  also  spent  twenty  months  in  Montana,  en¬ 
gaged  in  freighting  from  Billings  to  a  ranch,  a  distance  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  miles,  driving  an  eight-horse  team.  While  there  he  engaged  to 
work  for  the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Company  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in 
their  office  at  Braymer,  Missouri,  and  through  successive  stages  of 
progress  and  advancement  attained  his  present  position  as  manager  of 
the  head  office.  The  R.  Lee  Lumber  Company  was  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  today  conducts  one  of  the 
largest  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  Missouri,  having  their 
main  office  at  Ludlow  and  branches  at  Mooresville,  Dawn  and  Chilli¬ 
cothe.  Since  entering  upon  active  connection  with  the  concern  Mr. 
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Dusenberry  has  made  a  close  study  of  the  business  in  principle  and  de¬ 
tail,  so  that  he  is  well  qualified  for  the  responsible  duties  which  devolve 
upon  him  as  manager,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Dusenberry  married,  in  Carroll  county,  in  May,  1905,  Miss 
Cora  Cherry,  a  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Jennie  Cherry,  the  former 
a  prominent  farmer,  now  residing  at  Braymer,  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dusenberry  have  two  children,  Lois  V.  and  Cleo  M.,  who  live 
with  their  parents  in  one  of  the  finest  and  most  modern  residences 
in  Ludlow. 

Mr.  Dusenberry  has  always  been  a  stanch  republican  but  in  1912 
gave  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party.  He  is  a  blue  lodge 
Mason  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  While  he  possesses  a  commendable 
ambition  to  achieve  success  in  the  business  world,  it  has  not  been 
the  only  aim  for  which  he  has  striven.  He  has  found  time  for  other 
interests,  especially  those  relating  to  the  general  welfare,  and  his 
labors  are  considered  a  valuable  asset  in  public  progress. 


RICHARD  J.  LEE. 

Richard  J.  Lee,  prominently  connected  with  business  interests  of 
Ludlow  as  the  founder  and  president  of  the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  and  with  agricultural  interests  as  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Livingston  county,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Lake  county, 
January  11,  1859.  His  parents  were  Richard  and  Mary  (Robinson) 
Lee,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  father  spent  the  early 
years  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio  and  came  to  Livingston 
county  with  his  family  in  1865.  Here,  also,  he  bought  land  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  becoming  also  interested 
in  financial  matters  of  Ludlow  as  president  of  the  Farmers  National 
Bank.  He  was  also  the  first  president  of  the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany.  He  died  in  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  having  survived 
his  wife  since  1884.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Monroe  cemetery,  Mon¬ 
roe  township.  The  family  is  of  English  origin  and  representatives 
came  from  Great  Britain  to  Ohio  in  1852. 

Richard  J.  Lee  supplemented  his  public-school  education  by  a 
course  in  Avalon  College,  an  institution  from  which  he  was  graduated 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  He  spent  three  years  thereafter  upon  his 
father’s  farm  and  when  he  was  twenty-five  began  his  independent 
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career  on  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Carroll  county. 
Upon  this  he  built  a  good  residence,  substantial  barns  and  outbuild¬ 
ings  and  installed  all  of  the  conveniences  and  accessories  of  a  model 
agricultural  enterprise.  He  still  owns  this  property  and  in  addition 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Ludlow.  The  latter  farm  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  county  is  equipped  with  good  buildings,  the  house 
being  a  beautiful  one,  strictly  modern  and  up-to-date. 

In  1893  Mr.  Lee  became  connected  with  business  interests  of 
Ludlow  in  an  important  way,  for  in  that  year  he  helped  to  organize 
the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  president.  This 
concern,  capitalized  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  has  made  a  healthy 
growth  during  the  past  years  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  important 
business  enterprises  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Besides  the  main 
office  at  Ludlow  the  company  conducts  branches  at  Mooresville, 
Dawn  and  Chillicothe,  and  its  patronage  is  drawn  from  all  sections 
of  Missouri  and  extends  even  beyond  the  state  limits.  Much  of  its 
prosperity  is  due  to  the  excellent  management  and  business  enter¬ 
prise  of  Mr.  Lee,  who  is  a  man  of  marked  executive  and  organizing 
ability  and  who  by  the  wise  use  of  his  talents  and  of  the  opportunities 
which  have  come  to  him  has  built  up  a  large  industrial  institution  and 
gained  for  himself  a  commanding  place  in  commercial  circles  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county.  He  is  identified  with  various  other  business  concerns 
in  Ludlow,  among  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  Farmers  Bank, 
of  which  he  is  president. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1888,  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Rockhold,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rockhold, 
the  former  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Utica.  Missouri. 
Both  have  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  have  two  children :  Byron 
B.,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School  and  also 
took  a  three  years’  Normal  course  at  Kirksville,  Missouri ;  and  Lu- 
cile,  who  attends  high  school. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Lee  has  been  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  and  has  made  his 
public  spirit  effective  through  many  years  of  political  service.  He 
represented  his  district  in  the  state  legislature  and  was  for  some  time 
an  associate  member  of  the  county  court  and  trustee  of  Monroe 
township.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  has  done  most  able  and  effective  work  in  promoting  school  inter¬ 
ests  of  Livingston  county  through  his  service  as  a  director  of  the 
school  board.  He  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge  in  Masonry,  but  beyond 
this  has  no  fraternal  affiliations,  preferring  to  devote  all  of  his  time 
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and  attention  to  his  other  interests.  Honored  and  respected  by  all, 
no  man  occupies  a  more  enviable  position  in  financial  or  commercial 
circles  or  in  the  political  life  of  the  community,  and  this  is  due  not 
alone  to  the  success  which  he  has  attained  but  is  also  owing  to  the 
honorable  and  straightforward  business  policy  which  he  has  ever 
followed. 


JAMES  EDWARD  WATKINS. 

James  Edward  Watkins  exerts  as  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Chillicothe  Constitution  an  important  and  beneficial  influence 
upon  the  community  in  wielding  public  opinion  in  the  interests 
of  the  betterment  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  which  he  calls  his 
home.  He  was  born  August  i,  1866,  in  Adams  county,  Illinois, 
and  is  a  son  of  Arthur  Watkins,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  was  born 
June  14,  1830,  in  Scott  county.  The  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  Adams  county,  Illinois,  at  an  early  date  and  there  he 
was  reared  and  grew  to  manhood.  In  1870  he  made  his  entrance 
into  the  state  of  Missouri  and  first  located  in  Harrison  county, 
where  he  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the 
spring  of  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Jamesport,  making  his  home 
there  until  June,  1890.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Chillicothe,  where 
he  now  makes  his  home  at  1122  West  Webster  street.  He  has 
lived  an  active  and  industrious  life  and  has  attained  prosperity 
along  his  lines  of  endeavor.  His  political  views  are  coincident 
with  the  democratic  party.  On  July  30,  1856,  Arthur  Watkins 
married  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  Miss  Martha  Elizabeth  Craig, 
who  was  born  in  that  county  and  state,  April  12,  1838.  She  passed 
her  girlhood  days  there  until  her  marriage  and  then  made  it  her 
home  with  her  husband  until  1870,  when  they  removed  to  Mis¬ 
souri.  She  passed  away  March  21,  1890,  at  Jamesport,  this  state. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  James  Edward  Watkins  was  William 
Watkins,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1793  and  during  all  his 
life  followed  farming  pursuits.  His  political  association  was  with 
the  democratic  party.  He  died  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  in  1869. 
In  1828  he  was  married  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Craig,  who  also  was 
born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  1797,  but  their  marriage  took 
place  in  Scott  county,  Indiana.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  William,  who  died  in  1868;  Andrew,  who  died  in  1889; 
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David,  who  passed  away  in  1892;  Priscilla,  whose  demise  occurred 
in  1907;  Hester,  living  at  Quincy,  Illinois;  James  H.,  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Illinois;  and  Arthur,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  John  Craig,  was  a  native  of  Indiana  but  was 
reared  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
subsequently  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  demo¬ 
crat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  He  passed 
away  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  in  1859.  Mrs.  Arthur  Watkins 
had  one  sister,  Mrs.  Margaret  Craig  Leach,  who  is  making  her 
home  at  Coquille,  Oregon,  and  is  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  Watkins  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  including 
Charles  D.,  who  was  born  September  17,  i860,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma;  and  Emma  J.  Watkins  Fife, 
born  May  29,  1872,  who  now  lives  at  Phoenix,  Arizona.  William 
L.  Watkins,  another  member  of  the  family,  was  for  many  years 
the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Chillicothe  Constitution  and  died  in 
that  city  July  6,  1912.  As  such  he  exerted  an  influence  upon  the 
community  which  has  always  been  for  good,  decrying  lawless¬ 
ness  and  dishonesty  and  promoting  every  measure  and  movement 
which  might  result  to  the  betterment  and  welfare  of  the  city. 

James  Edward  Watkins  was  graduated  from  the  public  schools 
of  Jamesport,  Missouri,  under  Superintendent  Ben  F.  Carroll,  who 
is  the  present  governor  of  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1888.  After  the 
completion  of  his  fundamental  education  he  entered  the  office  of 
Callison  &  Divorss  at  Jamesport  and  studied  law  for  a  period  of 
two  years.  In  June,  1889,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Gallatin, 
Missouri,  and  in  June,  1890,  removed  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  has 
since  continuously  resided,  having  practiced  law  successfully  since 
being  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  is  well  versed  in  matters  of  legal 
procedure,  has  a  clear  and  receptive  mind  and  well  knows  how  to 
apply  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  to  the  cases  with  which  he 
is  entrusted.  He  has  built  up  a  practice  of  considerable  propor¬ 
tions  and  enjoys  a  reputation  for  carrying  his  cases  to  a  success¬ 
ful  end.  He  served  as  attorney  for  the  State  Building  and  Loan 
Department  from  June,  1905,  to  June,  1909,  under  William  L. 
Watkins,  his  brother,  who  held  the  position  of  state  supervisor  of 
building  and  loan  associations.  On  July  6,  1912,  upon  the  death 
of  his  brother,  William  L.,  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Chillicothe 
Constitution,  J.  E.  Watkins  fell  heir  to  a  large  share  and  interest 
in  the  publication  and  plant  and  became  the  editor  and  publisher 
of  this  paper.  Its  editorials  are  forceful  and  reflect  the  stand  the 
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paper  takes  upon  all  public  questions.  Its  news  columns  are  well 
written  and  its  circulation  is  extensive. 

On  July  7,  1892,  Mr.  Watkins  was  married  at  Chillicothe,  Mis¬ 
souri,  to  Miss  Martha  Pearl  Ireland,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
county,  this  state,  March  10,  1870.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Clarence  Edwin,  born  July  1,  1894;  and  William  Irvin,  born 
June  3,  1898. 

Mr.  Watkins  affiliates  with  the  democratic  party  and  he  is  in¬ 
fluential  in  the  local  councils  of  its  organization.  From  May, 
1898,  to  May,  1900,  he  served  as  police  judge  and  city  clerk  and 
made  a  record  in  these  positions  which  is  highly  creditable.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  serves  at  the  present  time 
as  a  board  member  thereof.  His  fraternal  relations  extend  to  the 
Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  National  Americans. 
Viewed  from  every  angle,  the  life  work  of  Mr.  Watkins  has  been 
useful  and  he  has  attained  a  position  in  the  community  as  one  of 
its  foremost  citizens.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated  by  laud¬ 
able  ambition  which  has  carried  him  forward  to  success.  He  is  un¬ 
usually  broad  minded  and  tolerant  and  entertains  intelligent  views 
upon  all  public  questions,  and  what  he  has  achieved  redounds  to 
the  credit  and  benefit  of  the  community  as  much  as  it  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  individual  interests. 


WALTER  JACKSON. 

Walter  Jackson  is  president  of  the  Jackson  University  of  Business 
at  Chillicothe  and  one  of  the  best  known  educators  in  this  part  of 
Missouri.  His  fine  intellectual  powers,  his  wide  experience  and  his 
natural  business  ability  make  him  ideally  fitted  for  the  management  of 
the  institution  of  which  he  is  head,  and  the  work  he  has  done  and  is 
still  accomplishing  has  won  him  a  high  place  in  commercial  educa¬ 
tional  circles  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  in 
September,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Catherine  (Kessler) 
Jackson,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Jackson  township. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Walter  Jackson  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  supplemented  this  by  a  course 
in  two  private  normal  schools.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  second 
of  these  institutions  he  laid  aside  his  books  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
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began  teaching  in  the  Hosman  district  school,  retaining  his  connection 
with  it  for  four  terms.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  again  identified 
himself  with  educational  work  as  principal  of  the  Chillicothe  Wash¬ 
ington  school  for  seven  years  and  thereafter  worked  as  an  adver¬ 
tising  specialist.  Recognizing,  however,  a  broader  field  of  usefulness 
in  the  promotion  of  business  education,  he  founded  the  Jackson  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Business  at  Chillicothe,  an  institution  of  which  he  is  presi¬ 
dent  today.  Under  his  able  management  this  school  has  made  a 
wonderful  growth,  drawing  its  pupils  from  all  parts  of  Missouri  and 
graduating  them  thoroughly  trained  in  all  business  branches.  The 
Jackson  University  of  Business  has  now  about  one  hundred  students 
annually  and  its  patronage  is  rapidly  increasing,  for  the  annual  calls 
upon  it  for  commercial  teachers,  bookkeepers  and  stenographers 
greatly  exceed  the  entire  enrollment. 

In  September,  1899,  Mr.  Jackson  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Chil¬ 
licothe,  to  Miss  Mayme  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  R.  and  Harriet 
(Hale)  Campbell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  two  children :  Lee 
and  John.  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Since 
the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  has  been  closely  connected  with 
school  matters  and  has  given  much  time  and  close  study  to  his  chosen 
line  of  work.  In  it  he  has  won  a  success  which  is  of  broader  signif¬ 
icance  than  mere  material  prosperity,  for  he  leaves  the  impress  of 
his  ability  and  personality  upon  commercial  educational  circles  of 
the  state. 


SCOTT  MILLER. 


Scott  Miller  is  a  leading  representative  of  financial  interests  of 
Ludlow,  where  he  has  served  as  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
since  its  organization  in  1905.  He  has  been,  moreover,  since  1882 
one  of  the  substantial  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Livingston 
county,  owning  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  on  sections  4,  9 
and  16,  Monroe  township,  which  he  has  developed  by  practical  and 
progressive  methods  into  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Mount  Morris,  Ogle  county, 
Illinois,  April  20,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  E.  (Schwartz- 
welder)  Miller,  both  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  extraction.  The  father 
came  to  Caldwell  county,  Missouri,  in  his  early  years  and  settled  on 
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a  farm  three  miles  beyond  Braymer,  where  he  still  resides,  being 
active  and  hearty  in  spirit  and  interests  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six.  He  survives  his  wife,  who  died  in  1906,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six,  and  is  buried  in  Braymer  cemetery. 

Scott  Miller  acquired  an  elementary  education  in  the  district 
schools,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  but  is  largely 
self-educated.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  having 
spent  his  childhood  upon  his  father’s  property,  giving  his  aid  in  the 
minor  duties  and  learning  as  he  grew  to  manhood  all  of  the  details 
connected  with  the  work  of  a  practical  agriculturist.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  his  independent  career,  purchasing  a  farm  of  his 
own,  which  he  developed  for  a  short  time.  In  1882,  however,  he  sold 
this  tract  and  moved  to  Livingston  county,  where  he  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until 
his  farm  now  comprises  four  hundred  acres.  Here  for  thirty-one 
years  he  has  carried  on  mixed  farming,  bringing  the  fields  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  raising  high-grade  stock  and  meeting  with  that 
success  which  always  rewards  persistent  and  well  directed  labor.  He 
has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  the  property,  including  a 
comfortable  residence  and  barns  for  the  shelter  of  his  sixty  head  of 
cattle  and  forty  horses.  In  addition  he  is  extensively  interested  in 
the  raising  of  high-grade  swine  and  keeps  an  average  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  upon  his  farm.  Mr.  Miller  has  won  success  in  the  development 
of  his  land,  for  he  has  made  a  close  study  of  fanning  and  follows 
always  the  most  modern  methods  of  carrying  on  the  work.  Of  late 
years  he  has  extended  his  activities  to  include  many  phases  of  the 
business  life  of  Ludlow  and  is  well  known  in  that  community  as  the 
able  president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  an  institution  founded  in 
1905  and  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  in  Monroe  township,  where  the  town  of 
Ludlow  is  now  located,  on  March  18,  1880,  Miss  Joan  C'ritchfield, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Critchfield,  both  deceased, 
who  are  buried  in  McKoskrie  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  became 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Inez,  who  is  teaching  school;  and  Paul, 
who  passed  away  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  and  who  is 
buried  in  the  Fairmound  cemetery,  Denver,  Colorado. 

Mr.  Miller  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party  but  has 
no  desire  nor  inclination  for  office,  although  he  has  served  as  township 
treasurer.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  is  of  a  most  practical  order, 
manifest  by  active  cooperation  in  measures  calculated  to  promote 
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the  public  good.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  business  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  foresight  and  these  qualities,  combined  with  his  forceful 
personality,  make  him  a  leading  factor  in  agricultural  and  business 
circles. 


ARTHUR  E.  GIBSON. 

Arthur  E.  Gibson,  who  at  one  time  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  youngest  bank  cashier  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  has  today  reached 
a  position  of  distinction  in  financial  circles  of  Dawn.  Through  suc¬ 
cessive  stages  of  development  in  his  business  career  he  has  worked 
his  way  upward  to  his  present  place  as  cashier  of  the  Fanners-  & 
Traders  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  since  February,  1907. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Browning,  Missouri,  July 
13,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  S.  L.  and  Flora  M.  (Purdin)  Gibson,  the 
former  the  cashier  of  the  Peoples  Bank  of  Browning,  where  he  and 
his  wife  reside.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  its  members  have  been  prominent  in  business  and  public 
affairs  for  over  one  hundred  years. 

Arthur  E.  Gibson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Browning  and  was  graduated  from  the  Browning  high  school  in 
April,  1904,  completing  his  studies  at  the  Gem  City  Business  Col¬ 
lege  at  Quincy.  He  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1905  and 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the  Traders  Bank  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  resigned  that  office  in  December,  1906, 
in  order  to  accept  that  of  bookkeeper  in  the  Central  National  Bank 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  he  retained  this  position  until  he  came 
to  Dawn,  purchasing  an  interest  in  the  Farmers  &  Traders  Bank,  a 
financial  institution  which  is  controlled  by  members  of  his  family. 
Since  that  time  he  has  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  authorities 
on  finance  in  Dawn  and  in  this  part  of  the  state,  for  he  has  been 
connected  with  banking  throughout  his  entire  business  career  and 
has  mastered  every  department  of  the  business  in  principle  and  de¬ 
tail.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Farmers  &  Traders  Bank  and  serves  with 
ability  and  distinction  as  secretary  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Gibson  married  in  Browning,  on  April  14,  1907,  Miss  Minta 
M.  Neet,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Neet,  the  former  a  retired 
farmer  residing  at  Browning.  The  father  is  well  known  in  social 
and  business  circles  of  that  community  and  occupies  a  prominent 
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place  in  connection  with  financial  interests  as  president  of  the  Peo¬ 
ples  Bank.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  have  one  daughter,  Mildred  R. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  any  good  work  which  tends  toward  the  betterment  of  his 
town  or  county.  Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely 
known  in  Dawn  than  he,  for,  although  a  young  man,  he  has  consti¬ 
tuted  himself  an  important  factor  in  its  business  life  and,  moreover, 
possesses  the  ability  which  will  undoubtedly  be  the  foundation  of 
still  greater  future  success. 


MICHAEL  P.  GIRDNER. 

Michael  P.  Girdner,  who  resides  at  No.  1311  Polk  street,  Chilli- 
cothe,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Livingston 
county,  comprising  two  hundred  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  A 
native  of  this  county,  he  has  lived  here  for  fifty-three  years  and  in 
this  time  has  not  only  attained  individual  success  but  has  been  con¬ 
structive  in  the  development  of  agricultural  methods  as  a  man  who  has 
always  followed  most  progressive  ideas  in  his  business.  His  farm 
is  located  on  sections  4  and  9,  Jackson  township,  and  there  he  engages 
in  general  farming,  paying  particular  attention  to  stock-raising. 

Michael  P.  Girdner  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  February  3, 
i860,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Martha  (Smith)  Girdner.  The 
father,  who  resides  in  Chillicothe,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  where  he  is  very  prominent  and  highly  esteemed,  as  was  the 
mother  who  has  passed  away.  Michael  P.  Girdner  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof  and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Jackson  township,  which  he  attended  until  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  During  his  leisure  time  he  helped  his  father  with  the  work  on 
the  farm  and  under  his  guidance  became  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  agriculture.  After  laying  aside  his  schoolbooks  he  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  career,  acquiring  forty  acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  gave  his  undivided  attention.  Gradually  as  his  means  in¬ 
creased  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  and  now  owns  two 
hundred  acres  of  fertile  land,  where  he  engages  in  mixed  farming, 
specializing  along  the  line  of  stock-raising,  which  has  become  an 
important  department  of  his  enterprise.  He  keeps  about  six  horses, 
seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  sheep,  while  he  has  also  fifty  head  of  Angora  goats  on  the  farm. 
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He  also  interests  himself  in  poultry  raising  and  keeps  several  hundred 
fowls,  receiving  a  gratifying  income  from  this  branch  of  his  under¬ 
taking.  As  he  is  energetic  and  industrious  and  has  always  followed 
up-to-date  and  progressive  methods  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  his 
property  has  become  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Livingston  county 
and  bespeaks  by  its  appearance  the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  No  small 
part  in  his  success  Mr.  Girdner  attributes  to  the  faithful  collaboration 
and  assistance  of  his  wife,  while  to  his  judgment  of  land  values  it 
must  be  attributed  that  he  selected  one  of  the  most  fertile  stretches 
to  be  had  in  this  vicinity. 

On  July  31,  1881,  Mr.  Girdner  married,  in  Jackson  township, 
Miss  Ada  Potter,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Kennedy) 
Potter,  the  father  formerly  a  prominent  stock-raiser  of  Jackson  town¬ 
ship.  Both  of  the  parents  are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Girdner  have 
two  children:  Frederick  K.,  an  electrician  who  makes  his  home  in 
Denver,  Colorado;  and  Cora,  the  wife  of  James  Griffith,  a  farmer  of 
Jackson  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Girdner  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  to 
which  they  give  their  moral  and  material  support.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican  and  has  efficiently  served  on  the  township  board  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  has  attained  the  third  degree  in  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge.  Mr.  Girdner  is 
accounted  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Chillicothe  and  what  suc¬ 
cess  he  has  achieved  is  well  merited,  for  it  has  been  brought  about 
entirely  by  his  own  efforts.  He  is  highly  respected  for  his  unfaltering 
allegiance  to  principles  of  honorable  manhood,  which  he  manifests 
in  his  business  and  social  relations,  and  for  his  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zenship. 


WADE  H.  MANNING. 

Among  the  extensive  and  prosperous  landowners  of  Medicine 
township,  Livingston  county,  is  Wade  H.  Manning,  who  has  become 
widely  known  as  a  stock-raiser  of  reputation.  His  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  is  located  on  section  19,  Medicine  town¬ 
ship,  and  there  he  was  born  December  8,  1879,  a  son  of  A.  H.  and 
Jennie  (Anderson)  Manning,  both  deceased.  The  father  passed 
away  in  1901  and  the  mother  preceded  him  in  death  in  1896,  both 
finding  their  last  resting  place  in  Chillicothe  cemetery. 
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Wade  H.  Manning  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Chillicothe,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  high  school,  leaving  the  latter  institution  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
years.  During  his  vacation  periods  he  had  acquainted  himself  with 
the  methods  and  details  of  modern  farming  under  the  able  guidance 
of  his  father  and  he  began  to  manage  the  home  farm  and  operate  the 
same  even  before  he  reached  his  majority.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father  the  property  came  into  his  possession.  Two  hundred  acres 
of  the  tract  is  under  cultivation  and  there  he  engages  in  mixed  farm¬ 
ing,  paying  particular  attention  to  stock-raising,  the  importance  of 
which  branch  of  his  business  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  keeps 
fifteen  horses,  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  about  two  hundred 
hogs.  Since  coming  in  possession  of  the  property  he  has  instituted  a 
number  of  improvements,  including  up-to-date  equipment,  and  has 
remodeled  and  improved  upon  his  buildings,  greatly  enhancing  the 
value  of  the  farm.  His  stock-raising  interests  are  of  such  an  exten¬ 
sive  scope  that  they  greatly  add  to  his  income  and  his  industry  and 
energy  find  substantial  reward  in  a  most  gratifying  degree  of  pros¬ 
perity. 

On  October  i,  1911,  Mr.  Manning  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Clowdis,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Smith)  Clowdis, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  father  passing  away  in  March,  1904, 
and  the  mother  in  July,  1901.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Manning  is 
a  democrat  and  is  prominent  in  the  local  councils  of  his  party,  al¬ 
though  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Masonic  body,  in  which  he  holds  membership  in  the  blue 
lodge.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  of  the  younger  farmers  of 
this  section  and  the  record  which  he  has  made  is  so  creditable  that 
none  can  grudge  him  the  success  which  is  his. 


HON.  LAWRENCE  F.  BONDERER. 

Judge  Lawrence  F.  Bonderer,  in  his  dual  capacity  as  officer 
on  the  bench  and  farmer,  is  well  known  in  Livingston  county, 
where  his  ambition  and  ability  have  carried  him  beyond  the  ranks 
of  mediocrity  and  placed  him  in  a  position  of  leadership.  As  judge 
he  displays  a  masterful  grasp  of  every  problem  presented  to  him 
for  solution  and  as  agriculturist  has  been  constructive  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  section.  Lawrence  F.  Bonderer  serves  in  the 
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capacity  of  judge  of  the  western  district  of  Livingston  county, 
which  office  he  has  filled  since  1908  and  at  present  holds  under 
his  third  term.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  where  he 
was  born  in  Green  township,  June  18,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
F.  and  Catherine  Seitter  Bonderer.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  this  section,  where  he  settled  in  the  early  ’50s, 
and  it  is  a  peculiar  coincidence  that  he  at  one  time  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  same  office  which  our  subject  is  now  holding.  He 
was  a  public-spirited  man,  far  above  the  average  in  intelligence, 
and  was  very  popular,  standing  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  held  every  office  of  the  township  and  was  actively  con¬ 
nected  with  the  important  affairs  of  its  administration.  He  was  a 
native  of  Switzerland  and  after  coming  to  this  country  settled  at 
first  in  Illinois,  whence  he  removed  to  Green  township,  Livingston 
county,  Missouri.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  German 
origin.  After  a  useful  and  eventful  life  the  father  passed  away 
January  25,  1900,  and  the  mother  April  29,  19 12,  and  both  found 
their  last  resting  place  in  the  Chillicothe  Catholic  cemetery.  They 
reared  a  family  of  six  children:  Mary,  the  widow  of  Alois  Gier, 
residing  in  Kansas  City;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Gier,  a  car¬ 
penter  and  contractor  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  Lawrence  F.,  of 
this  review;  Bertha,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Dietrich,  a  general  merchant 
and  the  postmaster  of  Utica,  Missouri;  Theresa,  who  married  M. 
A.  Potts,  a  farmer  of  Utica;  and  J.  C.,  who  follows  agricultural 
pursuits  in  the  same  locality. 

Lawrence  F.  Bonderer  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Utica  high  school,  leaving  this  institution  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  After  laying  aside  his  school  books  he  assisted 
his  father  on  the  home  farm  and  also  in  his  work  as  contractor,  in 
which  the  father  had  been  prominent,  owning  his  own  limestone 
quarry.  In  1892  he  rented  the  home  farm  from  his  father.  It 
comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  of  valuable  and  rich 
agricultural  land  on  sections  12  and  13,  Green  township,  and  in 
1904  he  bought  the  property.  He  follows  mixed  farming  and  is 
extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  both  branches  bringing  him 
gratifying  financial  returns.  He  has  made  many  improvements 
in  the  equipment  of  the  farm  which  have  greatly  added  to  the 
value  of  the  property.  I11  1908  Mr.  Bonderer  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  judge  of  the  western  district  of  Livingston  county 
and  by  subsequent  reelections  has  continued  in  the  office  and  no 
official  has  ever  been  more  faultless  in  honor  and  fearless  in  con- 
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duct.  His  decisions  have  always  been  strictly  fair  and  impartial, 
based  upon  the  law  and  the  equity  of  the  case,  and  he  is  highly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  capable  judges  that  ever  presided 
over  the  county  court.  He  has  won  for  himself  in  this  capacity 
favorable  criticism  for  the  careful  and  systematic  methods  which 
he  has  followed  and  is  generally  admired  for  his  remarkable 
powers  of  concentration  and  application  and  his  retentive  mind, 
which  often  stands  him  in  good  stead.  There  seem  few  men  who 
can  more  readily  discriminate  between  the  essential  and  non-es¬ 
sential  than  Judge  Bonderer  and  the  work  he  has  done  in  his 
official  capacity  redounds  greatly  to  his  credit  and  has  been  of 
vast  benefit  to  the  locality. 

Judge  Bonderer  was  married  at  Utica,  Missouri,  April  26, 
1892,  to  Miss  Stella  McMillen,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Louisa 
(Ingram)  McMillen,  the  former  a  prominent  real-estate  dealer 
of  Kansas  City.  The  McMillen  family  is  of  English  origin  and 
some  of  the  early  members  of  the  Ingram  family  were  old  Virginia 
settlers,  several  of  them  taking  up  arms  in  the  defense  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  as  officers  during  the  Civil  war.  A  brother  of  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Millen,  J.  D.  Ingram,  is  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Ex-Con¬ 
federate  Home  at  Higginsville,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Millen  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Mamie,  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Hollister,  a  real-estate  agent  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Stella,  the 
wife  of  our  subject ;  Jennie,  who  married  J.  RL  Williams,  of  Grimes, 
Oklahoma;  and  Nellie,  a  graduate  of  St.  Louis  College,  residing 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonderer  are  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Mary  Estelle,  residing  at  home; 
Frank  E.,  who  looks  largely  after  the  agricultural  interests  of  our 
subject;  Drury  J. ;  Nellie  L. ;  Lawrence  M.,  Jr.;  and  Herbert  F., 
attending  school ;  and  Gerald  G.  The  family  reside  in  a  handsome 
and  modern  residence  which  was  erected  by  our  subject  on  the 
home  farm. 

Judge  Bonderer  is  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party,  the 
principles  of  which  find  in  him  a  stanch  supporter.  Outside  of 
the  important  office  of  county  judge,  which  he  now  fills,  he  has 
served  for  a  time  as  member  of  the  township  board  and  also  was 
a  school  director  of  his  district,  indicating  his  never  lagging  inter¬ 
est  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  this  section.  His  fraternal  re¬ 
lations  are  confined  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Judge  Bonderer 
has  always  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  in  which  indolence  and  idle¬ 
ness  have  had  no  part,  and  his  work  as  farmer  as  well  as  officer 
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of  the  court  has  been  a  serviceable  factor  in  the  growth  and  up¬ 
building  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  gives  to  the  people  all 
that  is  best  in  him  and  is  always  ready  to  discharge  every  obliga¬ 
tion  laid  upon  him. 


FRANK  B.  ELLIOTT. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Livingston  county  who  have  won  not¬ 
able  success  in  agricultural  pursuits  is  numbered  Frank  B.  Elliott,  who 
owns  a  neat  and  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  on  section  8,  range  17,  Blue  Mound  township.  He  was  born 
upon  the  family  homestead,  October  21,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Wylie 
and  Nancy  J.  (Brown)  Elliott.  The  father  was  an  early  settler  in 
this  part  of  Missouri,  having  come  here  from  Ohio  in  1864  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  his  home  in  Livingston  county  when  it  was  undeveloped  and 
meagerly  settled.  He  gave  his  attention  to  general  farming  for  a 
number  of  years  and  is  today  numbered  among  the  most  popular  and 
deservedly  successful  men  in  this  part  of  Missouri.  He  has  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  and  is  still  active  and  hearty  in  spirit 
and  interests.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  four  children : 
Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clem  Blayney,  a  farmer  in  Ohio; 
Frank  B.,  of  this  review;  Clements,  who  passed  away  in  1870  and  is 
buried  in  the  Collar  cemetery,  near  Dawn;  and  Vinton,  who  is  assist¬ 
ing  his  father.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1881,  at  the  age 
of  forty-three,  and  is  buried  beside  her  son  in  the  Collar  cemetery. 
The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  but  has  been  in  America  for 
several  generations. 

Frank  B.  Elliott  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Dawn  and  completed  his  studies  in  Avalon  College,  graduating 
from  the  business  department  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  began 
his  active  career  by  aiding  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home¬ 
stead  and  continued  to  engage  in  this  line  of  work  until  1889,  when 
he  went  upon  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  eastern  states.  Returning  in  1890, 
he  began  farming  for  himself  on  a  tract  of  fifty-five  acres  which  he 
purchased  at  this  time.  This  he  later  increased  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres,  its  present  dimensions,  and  thereon  made  substan¬ 
tial  improvements,  building  a  comfortable  residence,  good  barns,  a 
silo  and  outbuildings.  In  fact  he  has  made  this  a  valuable  farm  by 
the  care  and  labor  he  has  bestowed  upon  it  and  in  addition  to  general 
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farming  he  raises  high-grade  stock,  keeping  one  hundred  head  of  cat¬ 
tle,  twelve  horses  and  one  hundred  swine.  It  is  due  to  his  labor  and 
diligence  and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  an  excellent  property  and  accounted  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Blue  Mound  township. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  married  in  Chillicothe,  August  7,  1895,  to  Miss 
Kitty  Dilley,  a  daughter  of  R.  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Mann)  Dilley,  the 
former  a  well  known  carpenter  and  contractor  in  Sedalia  and  a  for¬ 
mer  resident  of  Chillicothe.  Mrs.  Dilley  passed  away  in  1887  and  is 
buried  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery,  in  Breckenridge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott 
have  two  children :  Fern  B.,  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  school ;  and 
Wylie  H.,  who  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  an  active 
worker  in  its  ranks,  having  served  as  elder  for  a  number  of  years. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  is  active  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  that  organization.  He 
is  independent  in  his  political  views,  supporting  men  and  measures 
rather  than  parties  and  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  community 
affairs.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county  where 
he  has  spent  his  entire  life  and  where  a  host  of  friends  are  eager  to 
testify  to  his  sterling  worth. 


WILLIAM  J.  JONES. 

William  J.  Jones  has  for  thirty-three  years  been  a  resident  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  and  now  lives  on  section  21,  Blue  Mound  township, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  in  the  midst  of  a  well  improved  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Its  buildings  in  good  repair,  its 
well  kept  fences,  its  highly  tilled  fields  and  the  good  stock  found  in 
the  pastures,  all  combine  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  attractive 
properties  of  the  locality  and  evidence  the  spirit  of  progress  and  enter¬ 
prise  which  characterize  the  owner  in  the  management  of  his  business 
affairs.  Mr.  Jones  is  in  all  essential  respects  a  self-made  man  and 
the  record  of  his  career  furnishes  a  splendid  example  of  the  power 
of  honesty,  indomitable  energy  and  determination  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  success.  He  was  born  in  Angleshire,  Wales,  August  15, 
1838,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Jones,  the  former  a 
prominent  farmer  in  his  native  section.  Both  have  passed  away  and 
are  buried  in  Llanedon,  Angleshire. 
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William  J.  Jones  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  country  but 
his  advantages  along  this  line  were  extremely  limited.  He  was 
obliged  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  his  parents  to  begin  his  active  life 
when  he  was  only  ten  years  of  age.  He  worked  at  various  occupa¬ 
tions  in  Wales,  accepting  any  position  which  would  bring  him  an 
income  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  America.  He  landed  in  New  York  and  from  there  pushed  on  to 
Illinois,  where  for  some  time  he  worked  upon  a  farm,  abandoning 
this  occupation  in  order  to  accept  a  position  in  the  coal  mines  of 
Pennsylvania.  There  he  remained  for  eight  years,  going  at  the  end 
of  that  time  to  Iowa  and  engaging  in  farming  in  the  employ  of  others. 
By  the  exercise  of  great  thrift  and  intelligent  economy  in  all  these 
years  he  managed  to  save  two  thousand  dollars  and  with  this  capital 
came  in  1870  to  Livingston  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Blue 
Mound  township,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Mr.  Jones  fenced  the  property 
and  built  the  comfortable  residence  in  which  he  lives  at  the  present 
time.  He  also  erected  barns,  a  silo  and  granaries  and  in  other  ways 
added  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  All  of  the 
accessories  and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm  are  now  found  upon 
the  property  and  he  annually  gathers  abundant  harvests  as  a  reward 
for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  the  fields.  In  addition  he  is 
extensively  interested  in  stock-raising.  His  business  interests  have 
always  been  ably  managed  and  have  resulted  in  a  gratifying  measure 
of  success. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  three  times  married.  He  wedded  first  on 
October  12,  1870,  Miss  Margaret  Williams,  who  passed  away  in  1875, 
leaving  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Gomer  Jones,  a 
prominent  farmer  in  this  section.  Mr.  Jones’  second  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  3d  of  July,  1876,  when  he  wedded  Mrs.  Jane  Owens, 
who  died  November  25,  1886,  and  who  is  buried  in  the  Welsh  ceme¬ 
tery.  She  left  to  mourn  her  loss  a  family  of  three  children:  John, 
who  is  a  prominent  farmer  in  this  locality;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  John 
Price,  also  well  known  in  agricultural  circles  of  this  vicinity;  and 
Jennie,  who  married  Walter  Vanstane,  a  well  known  farmer  in  Liv¬ 
ingston  county.  Mr.  Jones’  third  marriage  occurred  in  Dawn,  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  1891,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Hannah  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Mary  (Williams)  Davis,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Jones  came  from  the  south  of 
Wales  in  1866  and  settled  in  Livingston  county,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  19th  of  January,  1892. 
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He  had  survived  his  wife  since  1887  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  her  side 
in  the  Welsh  burial  ground.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  children: 
Sarah,  who  died  in  1902  and  is  buried  in  the  Welsh  cemetery;  John, 
a  farmer  in  Oregon ;  Robert,  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Blue  Mound 
township;  Mary,  the  widow  of  James  Greener,  formerly  a  well  known 
landowner  in  the  same  section;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Llewellen 
Davis,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Katherine,  who  married  William  Edwards,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Blue  Mound  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church, 
of  which  Mr.  Jones  has  served  as  trustee  for  many  years.  He  is  pro¬ 
gressive  in  his  political  views  but  has  given  his  time  to  his  farming 
interests  in  preference  to  political  activities,  although  he  is  never 
neglectful  of  the  duties  of  citizenship.  As  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune  he  has  builded  wisely  and  well,  with  the  result  that  he  stands 
today  among  the  men  who  have  been  factors  in  the  agricultural  de¬ 
velopment  of  Livingston  county. 


G.  A.  SMITH. 

The  life  of  G.  A.  Smith  has  been  so  varied  in  its  activities,  so  hon¬ 
orable  in  its  purposes  and  so  far  reaching  and  beneficial  in  its  effects 
that  it  has  become  an  integral  part  of  the  educational  history  of  Chilli- 
cothe  and  has  left  its  impress  also  upon  the  annals  of  school  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  state,  for  he  was  prominent  and  well  known  as  an  educator 
for  many  years,  although  he  has  been  living  retired  since  August,  1910. 
He  was  born  in  Claiborne  county,  Tennessee,  near  Cumberland  Gap, 
December  6,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Lucinda  (Ford) 
Smith,  the  former  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  in  Tennessee  and 
Missouri.  The  father  served  as  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard  of  Mis¬ 
souri  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  afterward  well  known  in  demo¬ 
cratic  politics.  He  resides  at  present  at  Nevada,  Missouri,  and  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  He  has  survived  his  wife 
since  1905,  her  death  having  occurred  when  she  was  seventy-six  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  paternal  line  is  of  old  English  origin  and  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  George  Ford,  could  trace  his  ancestry  back  to 
distinguished  members  of  the  English  nobility.  His  wife  was  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Dutch  extraction. 
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G.  A.  Smith  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kentucky  and  Missouri  and  later  attended  the  Cains ville  high  school 
and  Princeton  College.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Kirks  ville  State 
Normal  School  in  1879  and  in  the  same  year  became  identified  with 
school  affairs  as  superintendent  of  the  Kirksville  public  schools  and 
thus  began  a  career  in  educational  work  which  was  destined  to  bring 
him  prominence  and  many  honors.  After  serving  two  years  in  his 
first  position  he  went  to  Trenton  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
in  that  city  and  there  spent  a  similar  period  of  time,  after  which  he 
came  to  Humphreys  and  identified  himself  with  general  educational 
interests.  He  it  was  who  founded  Humphreys  College  and  he  re¬ 
mained  as  its  president  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  did  able 
and  effective  administrative  work,  controlling  the  destinies  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  at  the  most  critical  period  of  its  existence.  He  also  acted  at 
this  time  as  county  school  commissioner  of  Sullivan  county.  When  he 
resigned  his  position  as  president  of  Humphreys  College  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  first  teacher  of  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School  and  he  held 
that  position  for  ten  years,  resigning  then,  and  soon  afterward  becom¬ 
ing  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  After  three  years 
he  was  made  vice  president  of  Maupins  College  in  Chillicothe  but 
after  one  year  of  able  service  resigned  in  order  to  live  retired.  Through¬ 
out  his  entire  life  he  has  been  a  student  and  a  thinker  and  has  carried 
his  researches  and  investigations  far  into  the  realms  of  general  knowl¬ 
edge,  gaining  for  himself  a  high  place  in  intellectual  circles  of  Chilli¬ 
cothe  and  a  position  of  prominence  among  the  educators  of  the  state. 
While  he  possesses  a  strong  intellectual  force  which  carried  him  for¬ 
ward  into  important  relations  with  school  interests,  he  has  also 
displayed  the  qualities  of  a  successful  business  man  and  since  his 
retirement  has  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  orchard  land  and  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  high-grade 
cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  besides  extensively  interested  in  horticulture 
and  is  connected  with  financial  interests  of  the  community  as  a  di¬ 
rector  in  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Trenton,  Missouri,  November  9,  1882, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Norton,  a  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Telitha  (Davis) 
Norton,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer  and  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
church,  well  known  in  both  capacities  throughout  Mercer  and  Grundy 
counties.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Georgia  B.,  the  wife  of  Frank  R.  Olsen,  a  carpenter  and  contractor 
in  Ferguson,  Missouri;  Winnifred  Olga,  a  student  in  the  senior  class 
of  the  Chillicothe  high  school;  and  Eunice  and  Gladys,  twins,  both 


52 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


members  of  the  junior  class  in  the  same  institution.  Mr.  Smith  has  a 
beautiful  home  in  which  he  and  his  family  reside  in  Chillicothe  and  in 
addition  erected  four  other  dwellings  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
state  to  which  his  duties  called  him.  He  has  attained  a  position  of 
honor  in  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership  in  the  lodge,  chapter, 
council  and  commandery.  He  is  district  deputy  grand  master  and 
district  deputy  lecturer  of  the  twelfth  Masonic  district  and  has  been 
five  times  master  of  his  lodge.  He  is,  besides,  principal  sojourner  of 
Lone  Star  Chapter,  No.  30,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is  prelate  of  Paschal  Com¬ 
mandery,  No.  32,  K.  T.  -He  is  past  worthy  patron  of  Chillicothe 
Chapter,  No.  113,  O.  E.  S.  He  is  well  known  also  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  member  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  lodge  and  encampment.  He  is  a  devout  adherent  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  Mr.  Smith  holds  the  degrees  of 
Master  of  Arts,  Doctor  of  Laws  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  these 
honors  indicating  something  of  the  degree  of  his  intellectual  attain¬ 
ment  and  the  extent  of  his  scholarly  research.  Although  he  now  lives 
retired,  in  spirit  and  interests  he  is  yet  in  his  prime  and  a  force  in  the 
educational  circles  of  his  city  and  state. 


JOSEPH  C.  MINTEER. 

Joseph  C.  Minteer,  prominently  connected  with  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  Chillicothe  as  partner  and  president  of  the  hardware  firm 
of  Minteer,  Williams  &  Minteer,  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Kentucky,  August  20,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Davis)  Minteer,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father 
dying  in  1850  and  the  mother  in  1889.  The  father  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  democratic  party  during  all  his  life  and  well 
known  in  community  affairs  of  Harrison  county. 

Joseph  C.  Minteer  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Kentucky  and  completed  it  in  those  of  Chillicothe,  laying  aside 
his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  spent  three  years  thereafter 
in  a  dry-goods  store,  his  practical  training  and  experience  at  this 
time  constituting  the  broad  foundation  of  his  present  success 
along  mercantile  lines.  He  clerked  in  another  dry-goods  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Chillicothe  for  f6ur  months  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returned  to  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until  January, 
1863.  Upon  his  return  here  he  clerked  in  the  establishment  con- 
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ducted  by  Colonel  R.  F.  Dunn,  spending-  thirteen  years  in  this 
position  and  resigning  in  order  to  open  a  grocery  store  of  his 
own.  This  enterprise  he  conducted  for  one  year,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  entered  the  employ  of  a  wholesale  house  in  St.  Joseph 
and  worked  in  the  interests  of  that  concern  for  eleven  years, 
establishing  in  the  meantime  the  business  of  which  he  is  now 
president.  Mr.  Williams,  his  present  partner,  worked  for  Mr. 
Minteer  twenty-five  years  before  he  was  admitted  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  firm  and  on  January  12,  1913,  Harry  Minteer,  a  nephew 
of  our  subject,  was  also  taken  into  the  concern.  They  conduct 
one  of  the  most  important  hardware  enterprises  in  the  city  and 
their  business  is  growing  along  satisfactory  lines,  its  development 
being  due  in  large  measure  to  Mr.  Minteer’s  persistent  and  well 
directed  efforts.  Mr.  Minteer  is  also  prominent  in  banking-  circles, 
for  he  was  one  of  those  who  organized  the  Citizens  National  Bank 
twenty-five  years  ago  and  still  serves  as  vice  president  of  this 
strong  financial  institution. 

A  democrat  in  his  political  views  he  takes  an  active  and  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  public  affairs,  although  this  never  takes  the  form 
of  office  seeking.  Commendable  principles  have  governed  his 
life  and  shaped  his  conduct  in  his  relations  with  his  fellowmen 
and  he  is,  therefore,  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Livingston 
county,  where  he  has  resided  for  so  many  years. 


HON.  JOHN  W.  DONOVAN. 

Hon.  John  W.  Donovan,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
county  for  forty-five  years,  has  not  only  been  an  interested  witness  of 
the  changes  that  have  occurred  during  that  time  but  an  active  partici¬ 
pant  in  bringing  about  present  prosperous  conditions.  Not  only  has 
he  been  prominent  along  agricultural  lines  but  he  has  represented  his 
district  in  the  state  legislature  and  sat  upon  the  bench  as  county  judge, 
discharging  his  public  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  receive  the  high¬ 
est  commendation.  Mr.  Donovan  owns  a  farm  of  ninety-five  acres  on 
section  36,  Medicine  township,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  has 
given  many  years  of  his  life,  and  there  he  still  makes  his  home,  al¬ 
though  the  property  is  managed  by  his  son  Ira. 

Born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  August  8,  1825,  John  W. 
Donovan  is  a  son  of  Michael  Donovan,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  sol- 
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dier  of  the  English  army  who  came  to  America  in  1812.  The  father 
was  twice  married,  having  eight  children  by  each  union.  Our  subject 
is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  children  born  to  the  first  wife  of 
his  father.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  an  exceptional  education  for  his 
time  and  a  fluent  speaker,  serving  for  forty  years  as  a  licensed  ex- 
horter  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  dearly  attached 
to  the  country  in  which  he  had  found  a  home.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  of  Welsh -extraction  on  her  father’s  side  and  of  German 
descent  through  her  mother,  both  of  her  parents  being  of  Revolution¬ 
ary  stock,  her  uncle,  Major  Wells  Graves,  having  participated  with 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen  in  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga.  The  father  passed 
away  in  1874,  his  wife  preceding  him  in  death  many  years,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  1837. 

John  W.  Donovan  received  his  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse 
typical  of  the  times  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  beginning  to  attend 
school  in  1833  and  graduating  in  1844.  After  putting  aside  his  text¬ 
books  he  decided  upon  a  trade  and  learned  that  of  shoemaker,  an 
occupation  which  he  followed  for  the  next  seven  years.  The  western 
country  of  the  United  States,  holding  forth  opportunities  for  more 
rapid  advancement,  then  became  his  destination  and  we  next  find  him 
in  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan,  as  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  fifty  acres, 
which  he  wrested  from  the  wilderness  and  gradually  brought  under 
cultivation,  farming  thereon  for  thirteen  years.  Disposing  of  this 
property,  he  came  in  1868  from  Michigan  to  Livingston  county  and 
bought  the  farm  on  section  36,  in  Medicine  township,  which  he  still 
owns.  When  he  came  in  possession  of  the  property  it  was  in  an 
undeveloped  state  and  he  had  to  break  the  soil  acre  by  acre  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  land  for  cultivation.  As  his  means  increased  he  erected 
upon  his  property  a  commodious  residence,  instituted  equipment  and 
made  such  other  improvements  as  are  deemed  necessary  by  the  up-to- 
date  farmer.  His  place  is  now  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county  and  bespeaks  by  its  appearance  the  prosperity  of 
the  owner.  Of  late  Mr.  Donovan  leaves  most  of  the  operation  of 
the  property  to  his  son  Ira,  enjoying  a  rest  after  long  years  of  hard 
toil  and  endeavor. 

On  June  24,  1856,  Mr.  Donovan  married,  in  Hillsdale  county, 
Michigan,  Miss  Mary  Jane  Moreland,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Ollie  (Powers)  Moreland,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are 
buried  in  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donovan  became 
the  parents  of  six  children:  William  W.,  a  farmer  of  Linn  county, 
Missouri;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Marion  Coberly,  a  farmer  of  Medicine 
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township;  George,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years 
and  is  buried  at  Wallace  cemetery;  Jabin,  a  farmer  of  Medicine  town¬ 
ship;  Albert,  who  is  engaged  in  business  pursuits  at  Hale,  Missouri; 
and  Ira,  who  operates  the  home  place. 

Mr.  Donovan  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics  and 
has  connected  himself  with  a  number  of  the  reform  movements  insti¬ 
tuted  to  purify  the  government.  For  two  terms  he  served  in  the 
legislature,  where  he  was  active  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  con¬ 
nected  with  much  important  constructive  legislation.  Further  honor 
came  to  him  in  his  election  to  the  office  of  county  judge,  in  which 
position  he  served  for  one  term,  rendering  decisions  so  strictly  fair 
and  impartial  that  his  name  is  placed  high  on  the  roll  of  the  men 
who  have  held  this  office.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge.  Mr.  Donovan  has 
been  successful  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  for  he  has  not  only 
achieved  success  along  material  lines  but  has  made  for  himself  a 
name  which  is  honored  wherever  known.  Living  on  his  farm,  a  hale, 
active  and  kindly  old  man  nearing  his  eighty-eighth  birthday,  he  has 
the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


J.  H.  CUSICK. 

J.  H.  Cusick  is  a  leading  representative  of  financial  interests  of 
Mooresville,  where  he  is  cashier  of  the  Mooresville  Savings  Bank  and 
is  also  closely  connected  with  the  business  development  of  his  com¬ 
munity  as  the  proprietor  of  a  large  hardware  concern.  He  was  born 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  February  19,  1868, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Donohue)  Cusick,  natives  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  representatives  of  old  Irish  families.  The  father  farmed 
all  during  his  active  life,  both  in  his  native  land  and  in  America,  dying 
upon  his  property  in  Livingston  county  on  June  28,  1903.  He  had 
long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1872,  and  both  are  buried 
in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri. 

J.  H.  Cusick  was  still  a  lad  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Livingston  county.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  and  later  attended  the  Stanberry  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  spent  thir¬ 
teen  years  thereafter  engaged  in  teaching  in  this  section  of  the  state 
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but  at  the  end  of  that  time  turned  his  attention  to  business  pursuits, 
establishing  himself  in  the  hardware  business,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  since  that  time.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Mooresville 
Savings  Bank  in  1904  he  was  made  cashier  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  since  that  time  has  by  his  able  work  and 
definite  attainments  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  authorities  on 
banking  and  finance  in  Livingston  county.  In  addition  he  owns  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Sampsell  township  and  gives 
careful  supervision  to  its  operation. 

In  Sampsell  township,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1898,  Mr.  Cusick  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Grouse,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Christina  Grouse,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried 
in  the  Mount  Pleasant  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cusick  have  a  son, 
Russell  J.,  who  holds  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  Mooresville 
Savings  Bank,  while  he  also  still  gives  some  time  to  his  school  work. 
Mr.  Cusick  is  a  stanch  and  loyal  democrat,  believing  firmly  in  the 
principles  and  policies  for  which  that  party  stands  and  cooperating 
actively  in  the  affairs  of  the  local  organization.  For  twelve  years  he 
served  ably  as  township  trustee  and  for  the  last  six  years  has  been 
school  director.  All  during  his  active  life  he  has  been  recognized  as 
an  important  factor  in  business  circles  of  Mooresville  and  his  pros¬ 
perity  is  well  deserved.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  giving  his  sup¬ 
port  to  every  movement  which  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  material  welfare  of  the  community. 


G.  M.  FOREMAN. 

G.  M.  Foreman,  prominently  connected  with  business  interests  of 
the  city  as  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  the  R.  Lee  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  was  born  in  Whitley  county,  Indiana,  April  10,  1874.  His  par¬ 
ents  are  Albert  and  Mary  (Davis)  Foreman,  the  former  a  well  known 
farmer  in  Oklahoma,  where  the  family  make  their  home. 

G.  M.  Foreman  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Plymouth,  Carroll  county,  Missouri,  attending  during  the  winter 
months  and  spending  the  summer  seasons  upon  the  home  farm.  He 
laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  continued  to  aid  in 
the  operation  of  the  homestead  until  1898,  when  he  became  connected 
with  the  Farmer  Lumber  Company,  gaining  during  his  identification 
with  this  concern  the  practical  experience  and  training  upon  which  his 
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present  success  in  this  line  of  work  to  a  great  extent  rests.  The  win¬ 
ter  of  1901-02  he  spent  as  a  student  in  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School, 
taking  a  business  course.  After  he  became  identified  with  the  R.  Lee 
Lumber  Company  he  worked  at  Ludlow  until  1904,  when,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  able  and  conscientious  service,  he  was  transferred  to 
Mooresville  as  head  of  the  local  branch.  He  occupies  a  very  re¬ 
sponsible  and  important  position,  for  the  concern  with  which  he  is 
connected  is  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  It  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1893  with  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  since 
then  has  made  a  steady  and  healthy  growth.  The  branch  at  Moores¬ 
ville,  under  Mr.  Foreman’s  able  management,  has  kept  pace  with  the 
development  of  the  main  business  and  is  today  a  large  and  expanding 
enterprise.  Mr.  Foreman  is  a  man  of  great  business  and  executive 
ability  and  has  utilized  his  advantages  in  an  excellent  manner,  being 
recognized  in  business  circles  as  one  whose  judgment  is  sound,  whose 
sagacity  is  far  reaching  and  whose  energy  is  unremitting. 

At  Ludlow,  on  September  21,  1903,  Mr.  Foreman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Balkey,  a  daughter  of  W.  N.  and  Corsine 
Balkey,  residents  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foreman  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  George  Gerald  and  Margaret  Gertrude.  Mr.  Foreman  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  has 
been  noble  grand,  and  he  belongs  also  to  the  Rebekahs.  He  is  a 
republican  in  his  political  beliefs.  His  interests  are  varied  but  are 
always  along  lines  of  progress  and  improvement.  He  places  a  correct 
valuation  on  life  and  its  opportunities  and,  while  in  his  business  affairs 
he  has  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity,  he  has  at  the 
same  time  wrought  along  lines  of  public  service,  his  activity  in  political 
and  private  relations  proving  of  benefit  to  the  community. 


JOHN  MARION  VORIS. 

During  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Chillicothe,  covering  thirty- 
five  years,  John  Marion  Voris  was  well  known  as  a  representative, 
prominent  and  valued  business  man  and  lawyer.  In  the  practice  of 
his  profession  he  displayed  notable  power  and  ability  which  won  for 
him  a  large  clientage.  As  his  financial  resources  increased  he  became 
interested  in  the  banking  business  and  in  that  connection  was  also 
well  known.  His  carefully  formed  plans  were  promptly  executed 
and  his  enterprise  would  allow  him  to  brook  no  obstacles  that  could 
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be  overcome  by  persistent  and  earnest  effort.  Ohio  numbered  him 
among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lancaster,  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1840.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
(Price)  Voris.  The  father  died  when  the  boy  was  but  five  days  old 
and  the  mother  afterward  took  him  and  his  brother,  who  was  two 
years  his  senior,  to  Somerset,  Ohio.  There  he  attended  school  and 
after  his  text-books  were  put  aside  he  learned  the  cigarmaker’s  trade 
in  Zanesville,  Ohio.  However,  it  was  his  desire  to  enter  professional 
circles  and  with  that  end  in  view  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1867.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  desired  to  join 
the  army  but  his  mother  objected.  On  the  day  on  which  he  attained 
his  majority,  however,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
valiantly  until  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  rank  of  first  sergeant.  While  at  the  front  he  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  battle  of  Winchester  under  General  Milroy,  was  on  the 
flanks  of  the  Union  forces  at  Gettysburg,  was  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  and  also  in  the  engagements  at  Monacacy  and  at  Cedar 
Creek.  He  was  wounded  when  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  twice  at 
Monacacy  and  also  sustained  a  slight  wound  at  Winchester. 

When  his  military  service  was  over  Mr.  Voris  removed  to  Mis¬ 
souri  and  for  two  years  thereafter  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Mercer  and  Grundy  counties.  During  that  period,  or  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Neill, 
of  Trenton,  Missouri,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Charles  Walter,  Ola  Dell  and  Vernon  Viola.  The  first  two  died  in 
infancy.  The  younger  daughter  was  married  in  December,  1895,  to 
Fred  H.  Harris  and  now  lives  in  Chillicothe. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1867  that  the  Voris  family  came  to  Chilli¬ 
cothe,  where  Mr.  Voris  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  soon  win¬ 
ning  a  large  and  gratifying  clientage.  In  argument  his  points  were 
forcibly  presented  and  he  was  ever  logical,  while  the  points  of  law 
applicable  to  his  case  were  correctly  presented.  Throughout  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Chillicothe  he  occupied  a  high  position  in 
public  regard  and  was  at  various  times  active  in  the  public  affairs 
of  his  city.  Aside  from  his  law  practice  he  figured  prominently  in 
financial  circles,  becoming  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank  and  of  the  Farmers  Loan  &  Building  Association  of  Chillicothe. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
from  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  local  lodge  in  1866  until  his 
death.  In  politics  he  was  an  earnest  republican  for  a  number  of 
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years  and  President  Grant  appointed  him  postmaster  in  1869.  Later 
he  became  identified  with  the  peoples  party  and  was  one  of  its  recog¬ 
nized  leaders  in  this  state.  Three  times  he  was  its  nominee  for  su¬ 
preme  court  judge.  Early  in  the  green-back  movement  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  reform  party  and  stood  true  to  its  principles  until  his 
death.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  duty  a$,  well  as  the  privilege  of  every 
American  citizen  to  advocate  and  support  the  political  principles  in 
which  he  believed  and  Mr.  Voris’  position  was  never  an  equivocal 
one.  He  was  intensely  earnest  and  loyal  at  all  times  and  in  all  that 
he  did.  Men  learned  to  know  that  what  he  promised  he  would  do 
and  they  respected  him  for  his  fidelity  to  his  honest  convictions  as 
well  as  for  the  ability  which  he  displayed  in  professional  and  banking 
circles. 


WILLIAM  H.  BOON. 

William  H.  Boon  is  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  of  ninety- 
two  acres  on  section  11,  Sampsell  township,  Livingston  county,  to 
which  he  came  in  1852  upon  his  removal  with  his  parents  from  Boone 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  was  born  in  1848,  a  son  of  Jackson  and 
Sarah  (Miller)  Boon,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried 
in  Livingston  county.  The  son  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  near  his  father’s  home,  laying  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  and  subsequent  to  that  time  assisting  his  mother  in 
the  work  of  the  home  farm  for  about  ten  years.  He  then  decided  to 
start  out  independently  and  acquired  the  fann  which  he  now  owns 
and  where  he  engages  in  general  farming.  Since  taking  charge  of  this 
property  he  has  made  many  important  improvements  and  erected 
thereon  a  handsome  residence  and  other  buildings  that  have  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  property  which  by  its  neat  appearance  be¬ 
speaks  the  prosperity  of  its  owner. 

In  1868,  in  Livingston  county,  Mr.  Boon  married  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Turner,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Turner,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away.  Mrs.  Boon  also  died  in  1888,  after  twenty  years 
of  a  happy  domestic  life,  her  interment  taking  place  at  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Leah,  a  resident  of  Chillicothe;  Roy,  a  telephone  operator  of  Spring 
Hill;  Paschal,  an  agriculturist  of  Grundy  county;  Ettie,  the  wife  of 
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William  Wood,  a  farmer  of  Daviess  county;  and  Lenore,  Mary, 
Elzora,  William  and  Stella,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Progressive  in  his  methods  of  agriculture,  Mr.  Boon  has  also 
turned  to  the  political  organization  which  classifies  itself  by  that 
name  and  gives  thereto  his  unqualified  support,  believing  that  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  “bull  moose”  platform  will  bring  about 
that  freedom  from  bondage  in  corrupt  practices  that  have  so  long  held 
in  thrall  government  affairs  as  administrated  by  the  two  older  parties. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church  of  which  he  is 
a  faithful  member,  giving  his  material  and  moral  support  to  its  work. 
Well  and  favorably  known,  he  has  made  many  friends  in  this  locality 
and  the  success  which  he  has  attained  none  can  begrudge  him. 


LEWIS  A.  CHAPMAN. 

Lewis  A.  Chapman,  for  forty-three  years  a  member  of  the 
Chillicothe  bar,  has  throughout  that  period  maintained  a  credit¬ 
able  and  enviable  position  as  a  practitioner  of  law,  being  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  conversant  with  the  salient  principles  of  juris¬ 
prudence,  and  who  in  conducting  his  practice  thoroughly  prepares 
his  cases  and  presents  them  with  clearness  and  force.  While  his 
professional  duties  have  been  extensive  and  at  times  onerous, 
he  has  yet  found  opportunity  to  cooperate  in  the  work  of  advanc¬ 
ing  public  progress  along  political,  social  and  moral  lines,  and 
Chillicothe  therefore  numbers  him  among  her  valued  and  repre¬ 
sentative  citizens.  His  birth  occurred  in  Rappahannock  county, 
Virginia,  October  i,  1852,  about  fifty  miles  southwest  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  His  father,  John  Chapman,  was  a  native  of  New 
Market,  Virginia,  and  was  there  reared.  In  Rappahannock  county 
he  was  married  and  in  1856  removed  westward  to  Livingston  coun¬ 
ty,  Missouri,  where  his  wife’s  parents  had  settled  the  previous  year. 
Following  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1858,  he  removed  to  Pike 
county,  where  he  again  married.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  for  a  long  period.  He  died  in 
1867  of  cholera  contracted  while  on  a  trip  to  St.  Louis.  His  first 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jemima  Nolen  and  was  a  native  of 
Rappahannock  county,  Virginia.  Her  father,  Gustavus  A.  Nolen, 
who  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1855,  was  a  man  of  consider¬ 
able  means.  He  here  engaged  in  farming  and  also  conducted  a 
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store  in  the  town  now  called  Utica.  Unto  John  and  Jemima 
Chapman  were  born  four  children:  Gustavus  A.,  who  is  prac¬ 
ticing  law  at  Bentonville,  Arkansas;  Lewis  A.,  of  this  review; 
Oliver  J.,  a  lawyer  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  and  a  daughter,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  By  the  father’s  second  marriage 
there  were  two  children  who  are  still  living:  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Professor  J.  B.  Wharey,  of  the  University  of  Texas;  and  Louie, 
the  wife  of  J.  B.  Abrams,  an  attorney  of  Bellingham,  Washington. 

When  the  mother  of  Lewis  A.  Chapman  died  her  children 
went  to  make  their  home  with  their  maternal  grandparents,  and 
pursued  their  education  in  the  then  somewhat  primitive  schools 
of  Livingston  county.  The  educational  opportunities  of  Lewis 
A.  Chapman  were  therefore  somewhat  limited  in  his  early  youth, 
for  when  but  ten  years  of  age  he  was  obliged  to  start  out  in  the 
world  on  his  own  account,  and  from  that  period  to  the  present 
has  been  entirely  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  Anxious 
to  obviate  his  lack  of  early  school  advantages,  he  afterward  spent 
two  years  as  a  student  in  an  academy  at  Chillicothe.  Later  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1870,  just 
after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Being  too  young 
to  practice,  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  five  or  six  years  and  then  opened  a  law  office  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe  in  1876.  For  a  time  he  practiced  in  partnership  with  the 
Hon.  H.  M.  Pollard,  but  for  many  years  has  been  alone.  He  has 
proven  his  worth  and  ability  in  the  conduct  of  many  notable  and 
important  cases,  correctly  solving  intricate  problems  of  law  and 
so  presenting  his  cause  as  to  win  the  verdict  desired.  The  pro¬ 
fession  as  well  as  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  places  him  in 
the  leading  position  at  the  Chillicothe  bar.  He  has  also  figured 
in  connection  with  financial  interests  of  the  city,  having  been 
one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  vice  president  of  the  Citizens 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  served  for  many  years  as  a  director. 
He  is  still  a  stockholder  and  attorney  for  the  institution. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Chapman  was  married  to 
Miss  Luella  F.  Benson,  a  native  of  Livingston  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Sarah  (Munroe)  Benson,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Maryland.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  born 
eleven  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living,  as  follows:  Lewis  A., 
residing  in  Liberty,  Missouri;  Charles  H.,  a  resident  of  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming;  John  B.,  Nolen  M.  and  Donaldson,  all  of  whom  are 
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attending  the  University  of  Missouri;  and  Vanderbilt,  Thomas 
H.  and  Marion,  all  at  home. 

From  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Mr.  Chapman  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  church  and  his  religious  faith  has  been  the  per¬ 
meating  influence  in  his  life.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  teacher 
of  the  Bible  class,  for  several  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school,  and  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  church  work,  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  has  been  called  to  fill  a  num¬ 
ber  of  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has 
discharged  with  promptness,  capability  and  fidelity.  He  has  sev¬ 
eral  times  served  on  the  city  council  and  has  exercised  his  official 
prerogatives  in  support  of  various  measures  for  the  general  good. 
For  three  terms  he  filled  the  office  of  city  attorney  and  for  fifteen 
years  was  a  member  of  the  school  board,  acting  as  its  president 
for  eleven  years  of  that  time.  He  has  been  actuated  in  all  that  he 
does  by  a  devotion  to  the  general  welfare;  his  labors  have  been  a 
tangible  asset  in  public  progress,  and  he  is  one  of  Chillicothe’s 
best  representatives  of  sterling  manhood  and  citizenship. 


GILBERT  HUDGINS. 

Gilbert  Hudgins,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Hudgins  &  Corn¬ 
stalk,  dealers  in  groceries,  flour,  feed  and  produce  in  Mooresville,  is 
a  native  of  Livingston  county,  born  January  8,  1869,  a  son  of  J.  W. 
and  Minerva  (Woolsey)  Hudgins,  the  former  a  pioneer  fanner  in 
this  section  of  Missouri.  He  went  to  California  at  the  time  of  the 
gold  rush  of  1849  and  spent  a  few  years  in  the  mines  of  that  state, 
returning  in  1852  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  When  he  again 
arrived  in  Livingston  county  he  resumed  his  agricultural  pursuits, 
continuing  to  develop  his  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Slack  and 
served  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  After  his  discharge  he  returned 
to  the  farm  and  there  died  in  1908.  His  three  children  are:  T.  W., 
who  resides  upon  the  home  farm ;  Gilbert,  of  this  review ;  and  Angie, 
the  wife  of  D.  M.  McCabrian,  of  Lawrence,  Kansas.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1910  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband 
in  the  family  burial  ground  at  Mooresville.  On  both  sides  this  fam- 
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ily  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin  and  members  of  the  paternal  line  have 
been  for  generations  in  America,  having  settled  first  in  Virginia. 

Gilbert  Hudgins  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Livingston  county  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in 
order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  remained 
upon  the  homestead  until  April,  1905,  at  which  time  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Cornstalk  in  the  grocery,  flour,  feed  and  produce 
business,  an  enterprise  in  which  he  still  retains  his  connection.  He 
has  worked  earnestly  and  persistently  in  building  up  the  business  to  its 
present  volume. 

On  October  3,  1894,  Mr.  Hudgins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ivate  Cornstalk,  a  daughter  of  F.  W.  and  Mary  Cornstalk  and  a  sister 
of  Mr.  Hudgins’  partner.  They  have  three  children :  Gladys  A.,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Mooresville  high  school  and  a  student  in  St. 
Joseph’s  Academy  at  Chillicothe;  Ray  C.,  who  is  attending  school; 
and  Keith  G.,  aged  five.  Mr.  Hudgins  is  a  democrat  and  is  now  in 
the  sixth  year  of  his  service  as  tax  collector.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  Mooresville  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


JAMES  C.  RANEY. 

Among  the  most  prominent  representatives  of  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  in  Medicine  township,  Livingston  county,  is  James  C.  Raney,  who 
owns  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  18. 
He  was  born  February  16,  i860,  in  Macon  county,  Missouri,  a  son 
of  John  and  Margaret  (Mannion)  Raney,  the  former  of  whom 
passed  away  in  November,  1911,  and  the  latter  in  1908.  Both  were 
buried  in  Wheeling  township,  this  county. 

James  C.  Raney  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Macon  and  Livingston  counties  but  came  to  this  section  in  1871  with 
his  parents.  He  laid  aside  his  school-books  at  the  age  of  ninteen 
years,  when  he  began  assisting  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  removed  to  Colorado,  where  for  the  same  space  of  time  he 
engaged  as  a  mine  operator,  and  upon  his  return  to  Missouri  he 
bought  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  of  which  three  hundred 
acres  are  under  cultivation.  Following  progressive  methods  he  has 
by  industry  and  energy  developed  his  holdings  into  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farms  in  this  section  and  has  made  thereon  a  number 
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of  improvements,  erecting  barns  and  outbuildings  and  also  a  com¬ 
fortable  residence,  largely  enhancing  thereby  the  value  of  the  prop¬ 
erty.  He  engages  in  mixed  farming,  paying  particular  attention 
to  stock-raising,  and  keeps  about  eighteen  horses,  eighty  head  of 
cattle  and  one  hundred  head  of  hogs,  deriving  a  gratifying  income 
from  his  stock-raising  interests. 

On  October  30,  1883,  Mr.  Raney  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fannie  Turner,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  M.  and  Henrietta  (Dennis) 
Turner,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.  The  mother  died  in  1870  and  the  father  in  1888. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raney  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Richard,  a 
resident  of  Chula,  Missouri;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Frank  Stephen¬ 
son,  a  farmer  of  Medicine  township;  and  Tessie,  Edwin,  Joseph, 
Emmet  and  Harold,  all  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Raney  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  affiliations  and  gives  to 
the  measures  and  candidates  of  that  organization  his  unfailing  sup¬ 
port.  Public-spirited  and  interested  in  the  development  and  growth 
of  this  section,  he  has  been  honored  with  public  office  and  served  for 
one  term  in  the  legislature  as  a  representative  of  his  district  to  the 
forty-fourth  Missouri  assembly,  doing  active  work  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  and  in  committees  that  has  been  of  constructive  value.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  to  which  they  give  their 
moral  and  material  support.  There  have  been  no  spectacular  phases 
in  the  life  record  of  James  C.  Raney  but  his  history  is  one  which 
may  well  inspire  and  encourage  others,  showing  what  may  be  accom¬ 
plished  when  energy  and  ambition  lead  the  way.  The  prosperity 
which  he  has  attained  is  well  merited  and  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  which  he  inspires  everywhere  are  proof  of  his  worth  and 
the  high  qualities  of  his  character. 


JOSEPH  J.  HINNEN. 

Joseph  J.  Hinnen,  who  resides  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  9,  Medicine  township,  Livingston  county,  which  is  the  property 
of  his  mother,  is  engaged  in  the  building  and  contracting  business, 
specializing  in  the  erection  of  farm  residences  and  barns.  He  was 
born  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  November  27,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of 
Louis  and  Bertha  (Gau)  Hinnen,  the  former,  who  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  the  United  States  in  1879,  being  an  early  settler  in  Chil- 
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licothe.  Subsequently  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  the  family  is 
now  residing.  Until  his  death  in  1898,  when  he  was  forty-nine  years 
of  age,  he  had  devoted  his  labors  to  the  improvement  of  his  property 
and  when  he  passed  away  left  to  his  widow  and  his  family  of  seven 
children  a  valuable  farm.  He  is  buried  in  Leopolis  cemetery,  Wheel¬ 
ing  township.  In  his  family  were  the  following  children:  Joseph 
J.,  of  this  review;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Christian  Eckert,  a  farmer 
of  Medicine  township;  Harry,  who  follows  farming  and  is  also  a 
carpenter  by  trade ;  Louis,  who  operates  the  home  farm ;  Fred,  a  car¬ 
penter  assisting  our  subject  in  his  business;  Cora,  attending  Chilli- 
cothe  Academy;  and  Mary,  who  is  a  pupil  of  the  district  school. 

Joseph  J.  Hinnen  attended  the  Chillicothe  common  school  in 
the  acquirement  of  his  education  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
was  forced  to  give  up  his  studies  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  necessitated  his  continuous  presence  on  the  farm.  He  assisted 
his  mother  in  the  cultivation  of  the  property  until  1904,  and  in  1905 
engaged  in  the  carpentering  and  contracting  business,  specializing  in 
farm  residences  and  barns.  Although  only  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  was  successful  from  the  first  and  has  made  satisfactory  progress 
along  this  line  of  business  which  is  increasing  from  year  to  year.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  democrat  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Catholic  church. 


JOHN  A.  McMILLEN. 

John  A.  McMillen,  who  has  important  financial  interests  in 
Mooresville,  is  living  retired  after  a  period  of  close  identification 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  Livingston  county.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  part  of  Missouri  since  1859  but  is  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  born  in  Bracken  county,  June  27,  1839.  His  parents 
were  George  W.  and  Cornelia  A.  (Field)  McMillen,  the  former  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  a  representative  of  an  old  American  family 
of  Scotch  origin.  This  line  was  founded  in  America  by  the  grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  James  McMillen,  who  fought  in 
the  continental  army  during  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  April  21,  1878,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1859.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Alton,  Illinois,  while  his  wife’s  grave  is  at  Bishop  Point,  in  the 
same  state. 
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John  A.  McMillen  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  section  and  laid  aside  his  books  in  order  to  accept  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  After  four  years  he  moved  to 
Missouri  and  worked  as  a  clerk  and  also  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
severing  his  connection  with  both  lines  of  occupation  in  order  to  turn 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  bought  a  farm  of  seventy 
acres  and  from  that  time  until  his  retirement  steadily  carried  forward 
the  work  of  development  along  progressive  lines,  making  many  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements  in  buildings.  He  erected  fine  barns,  granaries 
and  outbuildings  and  installed  all  the  needed  farm  machinery,  provid¬ 
ing  the  place  with  the  accessories  of  a  model  agricultural  establish¬ 
ment.  He  still  owns  this  tract  and  has  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  son  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  high-grade  hogs.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Millen  also  owned  at  one  time  another  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  upon  which  he  built  a  levee  and  which  he  further  im¬ 
proved  during  the  twenty  years  he  held  possession  of  it  by  planting 
with  his  own  hands  one  thousand  trees,  making  a  twenty-acre  or¬ 
chard.  This  property  he  later  sold  and  of  late  years  has  resided  in 
Mooresville,  where  he  is  well  known  in  business  circles.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  and  organizers  of  the  Mooresville  Savings  Bank  and 
served  as  first  president  of  that  institution,  doing  able  work  during 
the  seven  years  he  held  office  in  directing  the  policy  of  the  bank  and 
in  establishing  its  standards.  He  is  still  connected  with  the  concern 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  McMillen  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  at  Utica,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Susan  M.  Stone,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Susan  (Stover)  Stone,  the  former  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Livingston  county  and  afterward  prominent  in  public  life  as 
county  judge.  He  died  in  1888,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1883, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  old  Stone  private  burial  ground  on  the 
high  hill,  near  Utica.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMillen  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children.  The  eldest,  D.  Edwin,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
having  been  drowned  in  Grand  river,  July  3,  1880.  He  is  buried  in 
the  Stone  cemetery.  Cornelia  became  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Braden, 
of  Utica.  Lucy  is  a  graduate  of  the  Utica  high  school  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents.  She  is  employed  as  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Mooresville  Savings  Bank.  Lillie  married  O.  H.  Matheson,  an  en¬ 
gineer  on  the  Frisco  line,  with  residence  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas.  Dr. 
Thomas  McMillen  is  practicing  dental  surgery  in  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 
souri.  George  is  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  management 
of  the  farm.  Samuel  is  a  practicing  dentist  in  Rockport,  Missouri. 
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Otis  is  well  known  as  a  dentist  in  Barnard,  Missouri.  Susan  became 
the  wife  of  C.  W.  Hawkins,  a  farmer  of  Green  township.  The 
youngest  child  born  to  this  union  is  Florence,  who  became  the  wife 
of  M.  Reynolds,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Mr.  McMillen  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  although  he  never  seeks  pub¬ 
lic  office.  He  has  attained  the  third  degree  in  Masonry  and  his 
religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church. 
A  residence  in  Livingston  county  covering  a  period  of  fifty-four  years 
has  made  him  well  and  favorably  known  here.  During  the  years 
that  have  elapsed  since  his  arrival  he  has  gained  prosperity  as  an 
agriculturist  and  prominence  as  a  business  man  and  has  achieved 
also  that  true  success  which  finds  evidence  in  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  many  friends. 


REV.  THOMAS  G.  PETREE. 

Mercantile  interests  of  Mooresville  find  a  worthy  representative 
in  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Petree,  dealer  in  groceries,  flour,  feed  and  produce. 
He  is  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Petree  &  Son  and  is  a  thoroughly 
reliable,  progressive  and  able  business  man,  besides  being  well  known 
as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  born  in  Ray  county, 
Missouri,  July  27,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Martha  W.  (Kin¬ 
caid)  Petree,  the  former  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Ray 
county,  who  followed  this  occupation  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  at  which  time  he  volunteered  and  served  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  resuming  his  agricultural  career  after  his  discharge.  He 
became  well  known  in  farming  circles  and  also  in  political  life  as  a 
consistent  democrat  and  achieved  wide  popularity  on  account  of  his 
many  fine  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  He  passed  away  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1901,  and  is  buried  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.  He  had 
long  survived  his  wife,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  1st  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1866.  She  is  buried  in  the  Kincaid  burial  ground  in  Ray  county, 
Missouri. 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Petree  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  section.  His  life  furnishes  many  examples  of 
quiet  courage,  patience  and  determination,  for  he  was  hampered  in 
his  struggle  for  success  by  the  loss  of  his  leg  in  an  accident  which 
occurred  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  spite  of  this  he  per- 
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severed  in  his  efforts  for  an  education,  paying  his  own  expenses 
through  the  Kirks ville  Normal  School  and  the  Hamilton  Normal 
School  and  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty,  fully  equipped 
for  teaching.  He  followed  this  occupation  for  nine  years  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  received  his  orders  in  1888  and  worked  loyally,  faith¬ 
fully  and  perseveringly  in  the  cause  of  Christianity  until  1902,  when 
he  was  retired.  In  the  same  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
son  under  the  firm  name  of  Petree  &  Son  and  has  since  dealt  in  gro¬ 
ceries,  flour,  feed  and  produce,  securing  a  liberal  and  representative 
patronage  and  making  his  influence  felt  in  mercantile  circles  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Petree  married,  at  Mooresville,  February  24,  1881.  Miss  Ida 
L.  Tomlin,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eliza  (Williams)  Tomlin,  the 
former  at  one  time  a  prominent  farmer  of  Livingston  county.  Both 
have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Gaunt  cemetery,  near  Moores¬ 
ville.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Petree  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  other  is  a  son,  Thomas  Culver, 
who  is  in  partnership  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Petree  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  active  and 
loyal  in  all  matters  of  citizenship.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  is  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  work  as  town¬ 
ship  tax  collector.  He  is  well  known  in  Mooresville  and  in  various 
parts  of  Missouri,  where  he  has  resided  for  many  years,  during  which 
time  his  genuine  worth,  his  active  life  and  his  high  principles  have 
commended  him  to  the  good-will,  trust  and  respect  of  all  who  are 
associated  with  him. 


RAYMOND  F.  McNALLY. 

Raymond  F.  McNally,  cashier  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  is  a  native 
son  of  the  city,  born  November  21,  1879.  His  father,  Thomas 
McNally,  came  to  Chillicothe  in  the  late  ’60s  and  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  tie  contracting  business.  Upon  the  organization 
of  the  Citizens  National  Bank  in  1889,  he  was  elected  its  presi¬ 
dent  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  January,  1899.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Ida  Fitzpatrick.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  a 
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daughter  of  John  Fitzpatrick,  who  was  well  known  as  a  dealer 
in  marble  and  monuments  but  is  now  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  McNally  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Raymond 
F.,  of  this  review;  Thomas  F.,  who  is  a  lawyer  in  St.  Louis; 
Mary  Tully,  who  married  A.  L.  Bernardin,  Jr.,  of  Evansville, 
Indiana;  Kathleen  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  W.  B.  Finney,  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri ;  and  Anna  Louise,  who  makes  her  home  with 
her  mother  in  Chillicothe. 

Raymond  F.  McNally  was  reared  at  home  and  acquired  his 
early  education  in  St.  Columban’s  parish  school,  afterward  matric¬ 
ulating  at  Christian  Brothers  College  in  St.  Louis,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1898. 
Several  years  later,  when  he  delivered  the  master’s  oration  at 
the  commencement  exercises,  the  degree  of  A.  M.  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  by  his  alma  mater.  In  1901  Mr,  McNally  was 
elected  cashier  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  which  position 
he  still  holds,  acting  also  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  banking  business  in  prin¬ 
ciple  and  detail  and  his  capable  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Citizens  National  is  manifest  in  its  growing  success.  It  is 
one  of  the  reliable  financial  institutions  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
where  it  has  gained  a  reputation  for  conservative  care  in  the 
interests  of  its  depositors.  The  official  board  is  as  follows: 
W.  W.  Edgerton,  president;  Joseph  C.  Minteer,  vice  president; 
R.  F.  McNally,  cashier;  and  J.  M.  Dunn,  assistant  cashier.  The 
bank  is  a  United  States  depository,  and  has  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  McNally  has  been  chairman 
and  secretary  of  this  group  in  the  Missouri  Bankers  Association 
and  has  been  honored  by  several  important  committee  assign¬ 
ments  in  it.  In  addition  to  his  banking  interests  Mr.  McNally 
is  also  serving  as  a  director  of  the  Chillicothe  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Chillicothe  Factory  Site  Association,  these  con¬ 
nections  indicating  his  interest  in  civic  expansion  and  the  force 
of  his  public  spirit. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1899,  Mr.  McNally  was  united  in 
marriage  in  St.  Louis  to  Miss  Annabelle  Quinn,  of  that  city. 
Mrs.  McNally’s  parents  had  moved  to  St.  Louis  a  few  years 
previous  to  the  marriage,  coming  from  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
which  had  been  the  family  home  for  many  years.  Her  father, 
J.  P.  Quinn,  was  a  South  Carolinan  and  later  became  a  promi- 
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nent  merchant  in  Little  Rock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNally  have  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  Raymond  F.,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Gray. 

Fraternally  Mr.  McNally  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  has  gained  a  position  of  prominence  and  distinc¬ 
tion  in  that  organization.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  local  council  and  was  the  first  grand  knight,  serving  after¬ 
ward  as  treasurer  of  the  state  council  for  four  years  and  for  two 
years  as  state  deputy  supreme  knight.  He  is  a  member  also  of 
the  Chillicothe  lodge  of  Elks  and  St.  Patrick’s  branch  of  the 
Western  Catholic  Union.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  in  their  lives  exemplify  the 
doctrines  in  which  they  believe.  They  are  well  known  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe  and  their  hospitable  home  is  the  center  of  a  charming 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  McNally  gives  his  influence  and  aid  to 
all  progressive  public  measures  and  is  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  in  public  as  well  as  private  relations. 


OLIVER  P.  JACOBS. 

Oliver  P.  Jacobs,  a  worthy  representative  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
Livingston  county  and  today  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful 
agriculturists  of  Cream  Ridge  township,  was  born  near  Georgetown, 
Ohio,  October  26,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Hannah 
(Hawk)  Jacobs,  who  came  to  Livingston  county  in  pioneer  times. 
The  father  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cream  Ridge  township  when  this 
section  was  a  prairie  wilderness  and  developed  and  improved  his 
property  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard 
during  the  Civil  war  and  attained  a  high  place  in  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  by  reason  of  the  upright  and  honorable 
qualities  of  his  character  and  his  straightforward  and  worthy  life. 
He  died  December  11,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was 
survived  by  his  wife  until  February  23,  1907.  Both  are  buried  in 
the  Ward  cemetery. 

Oliver  P.  Jacobs  acquired  his  education  in  the  Ward  school  but 
attended  only  during  the  winter  months,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  From  that  time  until  he  was  twenty-one  he  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  of  the  homestead  and  then  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  career,  renting  land  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  a  farm  of 
seventy-eight  acres.  Upon  this  he  remained  for  eighteen  years,  de- 
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veloping  it  along  modern  lines,  but  he  finally  sold  the  property  and 
went  to  Oklahoma.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  upon  a 
property  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  held  until  1903,  in 
which  year,  after  disposing  of  his  Oklahoma  interests,  he  returned  to 
Missouri  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  1, 
Cream  Ridge  township,  upon  which  he  still  resides.  He  raises  grain 
but  feeds  the  greater  part  of  his  crops  to  his  fine  herds  of  horses, 
cattle,  swine  and  mules,  being  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
stockmen  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  Grundy  county,  Missouri,  Mr.  Jacobs  was  united  in  marriage 
on  the  nth  of  December,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  Rankin,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Brown)  Rankin,  the  former  a  pioneer  in  that 
section  and  a  representative  of  an  old  Scotch  family.  He  died  May  3, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
June  2,  1894,  she  also  having  been  seventy-three  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  They  are  buried  in  the  Stucker  cemetery.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacobs  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  one  of  whom, 
Lena,  died  November  26,  1882,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months.  The 
others  are:  Margaret,  who  married  William  Swepston,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Trenton;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Peter  Howard,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Cream  Ridge  township;  George,  whose  home  is 
in  Trenton;  Frank,  a  farmer  in  Grundy  county;  Elmer,  a  machinist, 
who  is  assisting  his  father;  Loren,  also  working  on  the  home  farm; 
and  Myrtle,  Ray  and  Vern,  all  of  whom  live  at  home. 

Mr.  Jacobs  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party  and  is 
active  and  public-spirited  in  matters  of  citizenship,  having  served  as 
road  overseer  and  director  of  the  school  board.  In  business  life  he  is 
well  known  for  his  alert  and  enterprising  spirit,  his  salient  qualities 
and  characteristics  being  such  as  always  win  an  honorable  success. 


GUSTAVUS  A.  BERNARD. 

Through  a  long  period  of  active  identification  with  mercantile 
and  milling  interests  of  Mooresville  Gustavus  A.  Bernard  holds  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated  and  won 
a  success  which  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  progressive  and 
representative  business  men.  His  energy  and  industry  in  former  years 
have  been  rewarded  by  a  comfortable  fortune,  enabling  him  to  spend 
the  evening  of  his  life  in  rest  and  retirement.  Mr.  Bernard  has  been 
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in  Livingston  county  since  1877  but  was  born  in  Virginia,  March  14, 
1844.  His  parents  were  Silas  G.  and  Lucinda  (Pullen)  Bernard,  the 
former  for  many  years  county  surveyor  of  Franklin  county,  Virginia, 
and  also  for  two  terms  a  member  of  the  state  legislature.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  business  circles  of  his  section,  where  he  owned 
a  saw  and  grist  mill,  which  he  operated  until  his  death,  in  1875.  He 
was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1881  and  both  are  buried  in  the  same 
cemetery.  The  family  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  French-German 
origin. 

Gustavus  A.  Bernard  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Franklin  county,  Virginia,  and  also  in  a  private  subscription 
school,  attending  during  the  winter  months  and  spending  his  sum¬ 
mers  working  in  his  father’s  mill.  He  laid  aside  his  books  at  the 
age  of  about  twenty-two  and  in  1865  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  Regiment,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  came  to  Missouri  and 
obtained  employment  in  the  Union  mill  on  the  Platte  river.  He 
resigned  this  position  after  three  years  and  with  a  partner  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  business  at  St.  Joseph,  an  enterprise  which  he 
sold  out  after  a  short  time.  Returning  to  Virginia,  he  took  charge 
of  his  father’s  mill,  but  after  one  year’s  able  management  returned 
to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Savannah,  where  he  spent  three  years  in 
a  mill.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Colorado  and 
mined  for  twelve  months,  settling  in  Mooresville  upon  his  return. 
Here  he  obtained  a  position  in  the  Mooresville  mill  and  held  it  until 
1881,  in  which  year  he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits, 
opening  a  wholesale  and  retail  flour  and  feed  store  and  finally  adding 
a  line  of  groceries.  For  twenty  years  he  retained  his  active  identifica¬ 
tion  with  this  concern,  conducting  his  store  in  a  businesslike  and  able 
way  along  progressive  lines  and  winning  a  large  and  representative 
patronage  as  a  result  of  his  courteous  service,  honorable  business 
methods  and  reasonable  prices.  Mr.  Bernard  has  lived  retired  in  his 
pleasant  home  in  Mooresville  since  1902  and  gives  his  time  to  the 
supervision  of  his  valuable  property  interests. 

Mr.  Bernard  married  in  Franklin  county,  Virginia,  April  6,  1870, 
Miss  Virginia  P.  Bennett,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary  Bennett, 
the  former  a  prominent  farmer  and  tobacco  manufacturer.  Both 
have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Bennett  burial  ground.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bernard  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  James  W., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  months  and  is  buried  in  the  Hughes 
cemetery,  Andrew  county;  Silas  P.,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
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four  years  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery;  Mary 
E.,  whose  death  occurred  when  she  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
is  also  buried  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery;  and  Verona  P.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  George  T.  Walters,  of  Leasburg,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Bernard  formerly  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  having  passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  that  organization, 
and  he  was  for  twenty  years  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and 
eminently  public-spirited  and  active  in  all  matters  of  citizenship.  He 
served  as  mayor  of  Mooresville,  giving  to  the  city  a  straightforward, 
businesslike  and  progressive  administration  and  accomplishing  during 
his  term  of  office  much  constructive  work  for  the  public  welfare.  He 
is  recognized  as  an  active  force  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  community  and  has  a  host  of  friends  throughout 
Livingston  county. 


MARION  RICHMOND  JENKINS. 

Marion  Richmond  Jenkins,  inventor  of  the  Jenkins  hayrake  and 
stacker,  founder  of  the  company  which  manufactures  it  and  today 
one  of  the  active  factors  in  the  industrial  development  and  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  Chillicothe,  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  born  in  Audrain  county, 
August  15,  1854,  his  father  being  Andrew  J.  Jenkins.  Mr.  Jenkins 
of  this  review  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  section  and  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  sev¬ 
enteen  years  of  age.  Believing,  however,  that  business  life  offered 
him  more  advantages  and  better  opportunities  for  success,  he  left 
the  homestead  and  for  four  years  engaged  in  railroad  work  as  an 
operator  and  agent.  After  his  marriage  he  moved  to  Browning,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  order  to  look  after  his  farming  interests  in  that  section  and 
during  this  period  worked  upon  the  hayrake  and  stacker  which  he 
was  inventing.  In  1880  he  received  his  first  patent  from  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  seven  years  later  engaged  in  manufacturing  at  Browning, 
and  in  1890  moved  to  Fort  Madison  in  order  to  place  the  machine 
upon  the  market  to  the  best  advantage.  He  is  a  keen  and  resourceful 
business  man  and  in  the  exploitation  of  his  invention  has  displayed 
the  acumen  and  shrewdness  upon  which  his  success  is  founded.  He 
rented  shops  in  Fort  Madison,  remaining  there  for  two  seasons,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Browning,  where  he  organized 
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the  Jenkins  Hayrake  &  Stacker  Company  in  1891.  He  established  a 
factory  there  and  remained  until  1907,  when  the  increasing  expansion 
of  his  business  and  the  volume  of  his  sales  obliged  him  to  seek 
larger  quarters.  He  moved  to  Chillicothe  and  here  established  his 
modern  concrete  and  brick  factory,  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  dimensions  and  including  shed  room 
and  all  containing  forty  thousand  feet  of  floor  space.  Under  one 
roof  are  the  woodworking  shops,  the  paint  shop,  the  foundry  and  ma¬ 
chine  shops,  engine  rooms  and  offices,  all  separated  by  fireproof  walls. 
The  company  has  its  own  power  plant  and  the  machinery  is  run  by 
electric  motors,  so  arranged  that  any  number  can  be  operated  inde¬ 
pendently.  The  business  is  well  organized  and  the  work  reduced  to 
a  definite  system  and  every  department  runs  smoothly,  showing  the 
powerful  control  of  an  expert  manager.  These  implements  are  sold 
in  all  states  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  some  east  of  it,  and  also  in 
South  America,  Canada  and  New  Mexico.  As  head  of  this  great 
business  Mr.  Jenkins  is  a  dominating  factor  in  industrial  circles  of  the 
city,  where  his  executive  force  and  comprehensive  business  ability 
have  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  valued  and  useful  citizens. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  united  in  marriage  in  Linn  county,  Missouri,  to 
Miss  Birdie  L.  Seaman  and  to  their  union  three  children  have  been 
born :  Seaman,  who  is  engaged  in  railroad  work ;  Max,  who  is  in  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  father;  and  Roberta,  who  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Jenkins 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious 
views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  has 
ever  been  a  busy  and  active  man  and  his  well  directed  work  has  gained 
him  notable  and  enviable  success.  Prosperous  in  his  business  connec¬ 
tions,  respected  and  esteemed  in  social  circles  and  public-spirited  in  his 
citizenship,  he  forms  a  valuable  addition  to  the  community  in  which 
he  resides  and  where  his  work  has  been  such  an  important  force  in 
development. 


G.  W.  PURCELL. 

G.  W.  Purcell,  identified  with  agricultural  interests  of  Livingston 
county  as  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres 
on  sections  14,  15  and  23,  Blue  Mound  township,  makes  his  home  in 
Chillicothe,  where  for  some  time  he  has  lived  retired.  He  is  one  of 
Missouri’s  native  sons,  born  in  Blue  Mound  township,  January  15, 
1849,  his  parents  being  Aaron  T.  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Carr)  Purcell. 
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The  father  came  to  Livingston  county  in  pioneer  times,  making  his 
home  in  this  section  in  1842  and  becoming  in  the  course  of  years  promi¬ 
nent  and  successful  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  also  well  known 
in  local  public  affairs  and  served  for  many  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  died  March  1,  1902,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until 
October,  1909.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Burner  cemetery,  near  Blue 
Mound.  The  paternal  branch  of  the  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 
but  its  representatives  have  been  in  America  for  several  generations. 

G.  W.  Purcell  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  section,  attending  only  during  the  winter  months  and  spending 
his  summers  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  laid 
aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority  began  his  independent  agricultural  career  by  purchasing  a 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Blue  Mound  township,  the  nucleus  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  extensive  tract.  At  times  he  added  to  this  property  and  at  times 
sold  portions  of  it,  but  finally  the  dimensions  of  his  farm  were  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  all  rich  and  arable  land,  lying  on  sec¬ 
tions  14,  15  and  23.  At  the  time  of  the  great  gold  discovery  in  the 
Klondike  Mr.  Purcell  went  to  Alaska,  but  after  a  short  stay  in  that 
region  returned,  having  concluded  that  his  greatest  chance  for  success 
lay  in  following  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  re¬ 
sumed  the  cultivation  of  his  homestead,  engaging  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  During  this  time  he  was  also  interested  in  the  real- 
estate  business  and  controlled  valuable  property  holdings  in  this  and 
other  sections  of  the  state.  He  owns  at  the  present  time  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  improved  land  in  Kansas.  Since  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  active  life  Mr.  Purcell  has  resided  at  No.  230  Williams 
street,  Chillicothe,  and  has  made  his  home  a  center  of  hospitality  for 
his  many  friends. 

Mr.  Purcell  married,  in  Chillicothe,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1876, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Paris,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Paris,  the 
former  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Blue  Mound  township.  Mrs.  Paris 
passed  away  in  1897  and  is  buried  in  Burner  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Purcell  became  the  parents  of  eight  children :  John  W.,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  southern  Idaho;  Edley  W.,  who  follows  general  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  in  Blackfoot,  Idaho;  Marshall  W.,  who  is  managing  his 
father’s  farm;  Ralph  W.,  a  farmer  in  Alberta,  Canada;  Bert  W.,  a 
graduate  of  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School,  who  also  makes  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Canada;  Rex  W.,  a  student  in  the  Chillicothe  high  school; 
Lula,  the  wife  of  Lewis  Jones,  a  farmer  in  Blue  Mound  township  ;  and 
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Mabel,  who  married  George  E.  Burgard,  a  farmer  in  Fairview  town¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  Purcell  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party 
and  has  been  three  times  judge  of  the  western  district.  His  record  as 
an  official  and  as  a  business  man  has  been  so  honorable  and  upright  that 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated,  winning  during  the  course  of  his  long  and  worthy 
career  a  large  and  representative  circle  of  friends. 


ELTON  L.  MARSHALL. 

Elton  L.  Marshall,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the 
youngest  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  is  now 
acceptably  filling  that  position  in  Livingston  county,  having  been 
elected  on  the  progressive  ticket  in  November,  1912.  He  is  a 
keen,  able  and  successful  lawyer,  a  careful  and  progressive  public 
official  and  is,  therefore,  well  qualified  by  character  and  attain¬ 
ments  to  fill  the  responsible  office  which  he  holds.  He  is  a  native 
son  of  Livingston  county,  born  in  Avalon,  July  29,  1887,  his 
parents  being  Dr.  Andrew  and  Maggie  (Vaughan)  Marshall. 
The  father  came  from  Canada  in  1872.  Having  received  his 
medical  degree  from  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  he 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Avalon  and 
is  today  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  physicians  of  that 
community. 

Elton  L.  Marshall  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  Avalon 
public  schools  and  after  completing  the  high-school  course 
entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  from 
which  he  received  his  degree.  He  spent  some  time  thereafter 
teaching  school,  gaining  a  position  of  prominence  and  importance 
in  this  line  of  work  and  for  one  year  was  assistant  superintendent 
of  schools  in  New  London,  Missouri,  and  one  year  principal  of 
schools  in  Bowling  Green,  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  later  attended  the  University  of  Missouri,  receiving 
from  that  institution  the  degrees  of  A.  B.  and  LL.  B.  and  then 
abandoned  his  career  as  a  teacher  in  order  to  give  his  time  to 
his  legal  work,  beginning  his  connection  with  law  in  Chillicothe, 
where  his  ability  soon  gained  for  him  a  large  and  representative 
patronage  and  won  him  also  public  recognition.  In  1912  he  was 
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elected  on  the  progressive  ticket  county  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Livingston  county  and  has  already  demonstrated  his  adminis¬ 
trative  ability,  his  legal  talent  and  his  fearlessness  in  the  discharge 
of  duty. 

Mr.  Marshall  makes  his  home  in  the  Henrietta  Hotel  in 
Chillicothe  and  is  well  known  and  very  popular  in  social  and 
fraternal  circles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge  in  Masonry 
and  is  connected  also  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  he  has  in  addition  extensive  affiliations  with  Greek 
letter  societies,  belonging  to  Phi  Alpha  Delta,  Beta  Theta  Pi 
and  Delta  Sigma  Rho.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  young 
men  of  Chillicothe,  interested  in  public  affairs  and  active  ini 
promoting  public  welfare,  advancement  and  progress.  As  an 
official,  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  citizen  his  success  and  prominence 
have  a  common  cause  in  his  aggressiveness,  his  comprehensive 
knowledge  and  his  breadth  of  view,  qualities  which  promise  well 
for  still  greater  future  attainment. 


W.  H.  VANSTANE. 

W.  H.  Vanstane,  honored  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  well 
known  as  one  of  the  successful  and  representative  farmers  of  Blue 
Mound  township,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  July  28,  1845,  and 
is  a  son  of  Wellington  and  Frances  (Cunningham)  Vanstane,  the  for¬ 
mer  for  many  years  a  professional  musician,  well  known  throughout 
the  eastern  states.  He  came  to  Missouri  from  Boston  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  near  Utica,  bringing  it  from 
raw  prairie  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  became  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  throughout  his  section  of  the  state  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1889,  was  deeply  regretted  by  his  many  friends. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  in  1856  and  is 
buried  in  the  Mount  Auburn  cemetery. 

W.  H.  Vanstane  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Boston,  attending  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  began  the  study  of  music.  He  continued  at  this  until  he  was  eight¬ 
een  and  then  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy  to  serve  for  the 
remaining  years  of  the  Civil  war.  When  hostilities  ceased  and  he 
had  received  his  honorable  discharge  he  came  with  his  father  to 
Missouri  and  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  family  homestead  for 
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fifteen  years  thereafter.  At  the  age  of  thirty-five  he  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  agricultural  career,  purchasing  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  two 
miles  south  of  Utica.  This  property  he  improved  and  developed 
along  progressive  lines  until  1891,  when  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  his 
present  farm,  which  he  had  purchased  a  year  or  two  before.  He  has 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  under  cultivation,  his  fields  yielding 
abundant  harvests  as  a  result  of  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows 
upon  them.  He  has  made  substantial  improvements  from  time  to 
time  and  has  a  comfortable  residence,  substantial  barns  and  outbuild¬ 
ings  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm.  He  engages  in  mixed 
farming,  keeping  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  fifteen  horses  and  fifty 
swine,  his  stock-raising  interests  constituting  a  valuable  source  of 
income. 

Mr.  Vanstane  married,  at  Tenney’s  Grove,  Ray  county,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1874,  Miss  Pauline  G.  Fortune,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  William¬ 
son  D.  and  Mary  B.  (Long)  Fortune,  the  former  for  ten  years  pro¬ 
bate  judge  of  Ray  county.  He  also  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
serving  through  that  conflict  in  the  Forty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteers 
and  obtaining  his  honorable  discharge  as  captain.  He  was  for  some 
time  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  prominent  and  popular  man  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  community.  He  died  March  15,  1909,  at  Ten¬ 
ney’s  Grove,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van¬ 
stane  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Archibald  L.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years  and  is  buried  in  Utica  cemetery;  William  A., 
a  farmer  in  Blue  Mound  township;  Harvey  E.,  who  is  a  bookkeeper 
in  Butte,  Montana;  Clarence  L.,  who  serves  as  bookkeeper  in  the 
internal  revenue  department  in  Kansas  City;  Bernice  P.,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  music  teacher;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Milton 
Rice,  of  Dawn;  Walter,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Blue  Mound 
township;  Ellsworth  R.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chillicothe  Normal 
School  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming;  Horace  A.,  operating  a  valu¬ 
able  property  in  Blue  Mound  township  ;  Harry  A.,  who  is  assisting  on 
the  home  farm;  Cecil  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  of 
Maryville;  and  Virgil,  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  school. 

Mr.  Vanstane  keeps  in  touch  with  his  comrades  of  the  Civil  war 
through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which 
he  has  been  active  and  prominent  for  many  years.  He  is  a  republi¬ 
can  in  his  political  beliefs  and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  various 
important  local  offices,  including  those  of  township  judge  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  man  who  has  made  good  use  of  his 
opportunities  and  has  forged  his  way  to  the  front.  He  has  encount- 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


87 


ered  obstacles  and  difficulties,  but  has  overcome  these  by  honorable 
and  determined  efforts  and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  and 
honored  citizens  of  Livingston  county. 

Since  the  above  article  was  written,  Mr.  Vanstane  has  passed 
away,  his  death,  which  occurred  on  January  31,  1913,  occasioning 
deep  and  widespread  regret  to  all  those,  who  through  closer  contact 
had  learned  to  esteem  him  for  his  many  high  qualities  of  heart  and 
mind. 


WILEY  WALKER. 

Wiley  Walker  is  an  extensive  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser,  living 
on  section  32,  Blue  Mound  township,  and  by  reason  of  his  long  resi¬ 
dence  here,  his  active  and  honorable  business  life  and  his  able  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  he  is  well  entitled  to  representation  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Platt  county,  Missouri,  near  Platt  City, 
May  15,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Luvica  (Early)  Walker, 
the  former  a  pioneer  in  the  agricultural  development  of  that  section 
of  Missouri.  He  passed  away  in  1863  and  was  survived  by  his  wife 
until  1910.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  near  Platt 
City.  The  family  is  of  old  Scotch-Irish  origin  and  its  representatives 
have  been  in  America  for  many  generations. 

Wiley  Walker  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Platt  county  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  in 
order  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Federal  army  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  was  sent  to  the  front  and  took  part  in  many  of  the 
most  important  engagements  of  that  conflict,  including  the  battle  of 
Nashville,  and  in  1865  received  his  honorable  discharge.  Returning 
from  the  southern  battlefields  with  a  creditable  military  record,  he 
made  his  home  again  in  Platt  county,  where  he  remained  until  he 
went  to  southern  Kansas,  After  a  brief  residence  in  that  section, 
however,  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  there  farmed  for  fif¬ 
teen  years,  meeting  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  In  1893 
he  came  to  Livingston  county  and  purchased  the  H.  Shaefer  farm, 
which  he  later  traded  for  two  hundred  acres  on  section  32,  Blue 
Mound  township,  whereon  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
brought  his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  has  added  mod¬ 
ern  improvements,  including  barn,  silo  and  sheds  for  the  shelter  of 
his  grain  and  stock.  In  addition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Walker  is 
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extensively  interested  in  stock-raising,  keeping  fifty  head  of  cattle, 
ten  horses  and  sixty  swine.  He  has  gained  his  present  enviable  degree 
of  prosperity  by  his  own  efforts  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  persever¬ 
ance  and  energy,  guided  by  sound  business  judgment  and  practical 
common  sense. 

Mr.  Walker  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  was  with 
Miss  Ellen  Kern,  who  died  September  26,  1874,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Kern  family  burial  ground,  in  Platt  county.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Walter  Johnson;  and  Susan,  who 
married  Wesley  Smith.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1875,  Mr.  Walker 
wedded  Miss  Nora  Croskey,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Eliza 
(Wykoff)  Croskey,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer  of  Platt  county, 
who  passed  away  in  1873.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  1903,  and  they  are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Ginter 
burial  ground,  in  Platt  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  become 
the  parents  of  ten  children :  Celeste,  who  married  C.  Hatfield,  a  printer; 
J.  Wiley,  who  is  connected  with  the  operation  of  the  Lewis  farm,  in 
Blue  Mound  township;  Ollie,  the  wife  of  Oliver  Evans,  a  prominent 
farmer  in  the  same  section;  Luvica,  who  married  Arthur  Watkins, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Blue  Mound  township; 
Sherman,  who  is  also  cultivating  a  farm  in  this  vicinity;  Mary,  the 
wife  O'f  William  Evans,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Blue  Mound  town¬ 
ship;  George  and  Warner,  who  are  assisting  their  father;  and  Annie 
and  Fritz  H.,  who  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Walker  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles  and  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  local  chapter.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party, 
having  served  as  a  director  of  the  school  board.  He  is  widely  known 
as  an  enterprising  and  representative  agriculturist  of  Livingston 
county  and  one  who  has  always  followed  business  methods  which  are 
above  reproach,  bringing  him  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 


WILLIAM  SCRUBY. 

William  Scruby,  who  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  been 
closely  and  influentially  associated  with  business  interests  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Pryor)  Scruby,  natives  of 
England,  the  father  born  in  Melbourne,  Cambridgeshire,  March  11, 
1827,  and  the  mother  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey.  The  father  came  with 
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his  parents,  William  and  Hannah  (Standford)  Scruby,  to  America 
in  1841  and  located  in  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  farming  for  ten  years,  being  afterward  for  two 
years  in  the  general  merchandise  business.  In  i860  he  moved  to 
Steele  county,  Minnesota,  and  remained  there  for  four  years,  farm¬ 
ing  and  discharging  the  duties  of  county  auditor,  which  office  he 
was  appointed  to  fill  during  the  sickness  of  the  incumbent.  He  took 
the  first  census  of  the  town  of  Owatonna,  Minnesota,  and  was  there 
made  deputy  auditor.  While  serving  in  that  capacity  he  was  elected 
sheriff  and  held  this  office  until  he  turned  his  attention  again  to  busi¬ 
ness  pursuits.  He  built  a  large  warehouse  and  engaged  in  selling 
agricultural  implements.  He  met  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success 
and  his  labors  were  rewarded  by  a  liberal  patronage,  but  owing  to  the 
extremely  cold  winters  in  Minnesota  he  was  obliged  to  move  farther 
south  and  in  the  fall  of  1867  he  located  in  Springfield,  Missouri.  In 
August  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Carrollton,  Illinois,  and 
after  residing  there  until  1872  moved  to  Wheeling  township,  Livings¬ 
ton  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1874  he  began  buying 
grain  and  selling  agricultural  implements  in  connection  with  the 
conduct  of  a  lumberyard  and  both  of  these  enterprises  he  managed 
successfully  until  the  spring  of  1884.  At  that  time  he  built  the  first 
grain  warehouse  and  elevator  in  the  village  of  Wheeling  and  carried 
also  a  complete  line  of  corn-shelling  machinery.  He  married  in  1849 
Miss  Elizabeth  Pryor,  and  to  their  union  were  born  seven  children : 
Emma,  Fannie,  Frank,  Edwin,  Alice,  William,  of  this  review,  and 
Horace.  The  father  of  our  subject  held  a  captain’s  commission  in 
the  state  militia  of  Minnesota  for  a  number  of  years  and  saw  active 
service  during  the  Indian  troubles  in  that  state.  He  passed  away  May 
26,  1908,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1888. 

William  Scruby  attended  the  public  schools  of  Livingston  county 
and  when  he  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  nineteen  went  into 
business  with  his  father  in  Wheeling  and  also  managed  a  lumber- 
yard  for  the  Hannibal  Saw  Mill  Company  at  that  point.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  business  in  Wheeling  for  nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  and  his  brother  purchased  the  grain  and  implement  business 
of  Senator  W.  A.  Jacobs  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  and  conducted  it 
successfully  for  ten  years,  when  the  corporation  known  as  the  Scruby 
Brothers  Grain  &  Implement  Company  was  formed,  of  which  he  has 
been  manager  and  president  since.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  citi¬ 
zens  upon  which  the  secure  and  further  progress  of  the  city  rests,  for 
he  is  resourceful,  self-confident,  progressive  and  far-sighted  and  al- 
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ways  carries  forward  to  successful  completion  anything  which  he 
undertakes. 

Mr.  Scruby  married  in  1886  Miss  Zua  M.  Kidder  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  William  K.,  who  is  connected  with  his 
father’s  business;  and  Stanley  Reed  and  Lulu  May,  both  of  whom 
reside  at  home.  Mrs.  Scruby  is  a  devout  adherent  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church. 

Mr.  Scruby  is  a  progressive  in  his  political  beliefs  and  in  matters 
of  citizenship  eminently  public-spirited  and  loyal,  although  he  never 
seeks  public  office.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding 
membership  in  the  lodge  and  chapter,  and  is  well  known  in  the  local 
organization.  At  an  early  age  he  began  his  independent  business 
career  and  the  prosperity  which  has  come  to  him  is  but  the  just  reward 
of  his  industry,  perseverance  and  capable  management.  Success  has 
attended  his  well  directed  efforts  until  he  now  occupies  an  enviable 
place  in  business  circles  of  Chillicothe. 


CHARLES  J.  LAWSON. 

Charles  J.  Lawson,  who  for  many  years  has  been  identified  with 
agricultural  interests  of  Mooresville  township  as  the  owner  of  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  20,  is  a  native  son 
of  Livingston  county,  born  upon  the  farm  he  now  owns  December 
18,  i860.  His  parents  were  Ami  and  Margaret  (Clark)  Lawson. 
The  family  is  of  old  British  origin  and  the  first  of  the  name  to  come 
to  America  settled  in  Virginia,  whence  representatives  of  the  line 
moved  to  Kentucky  and  finally  to  Livingston  county.  The  father 
of  our  subject  purchased  the  land  which  is  now  the  property  of  his 
son  in  pioneer  times,  buying  from  a  Mr.  Hudgins,  who  had  taken  it 
up  as  a  preemption  claim.  He  transformed  it  from  a  state  of  partial 
cultivation  into  a  well  developed  and  profitable  tract,  interrupting 
his  farming  operations  only  in  order  to  serve  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
resuming  them  immediately  after  his  discharge.  He  became  well 
known  and  widely  popular  in  agricultural  and  social  circles  of  the 
community  and  his  death  on  March  2,  1880,  was  deeply  regretted 
by  his  many  friends.  He  had  survived  his  wife  since  March  29, 
1875,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery. 

Charles  J.  Lawson  acquired  his  education  in  the  Mooresville 
public  schools  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  in 
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order  to  assume  some  of  the  duties  connected  with  the  operation  of 
his  father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  the  entire  responsibility 
for  the  management  of  the  home  farm  and  for  the  welfare  of  the 
remaining  members  of  the  family  was  laid  upon  his  shoulders  as  the 
eldest  son,  and  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  this  connection  have 
been  ably  and  honorably  discharged.  He  has  since  remained  upon  the 
homestead,  bending  his  energies  to  its  further  improvement  and  de¬ 
velopment  and  winning  as  the  years  have  gone  by  an  honored  place 
among  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists.  To  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  his  father  had  placed  upon  the  property  he  has  added  a 
modern  residence  and  he  never  neglects  anything  which  will  add  to 
the  attractive  appearance  or  the  value  of  the  place.  He  engages  in 
mixed  farming,  raising  fine  crops  of  grain  and  keeping  thirty-two 
head  of  pure-bred  cattle,  eight  horses,  thirty  sheep  and  fine  herds  of 
swine,  his  stock-raising  interests  constituting  a  valuable  addition  to 
his  income. 

Mr.  Lawson  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  active  in  his  support  of  the 
principles  and  policies  for  which  that  party  stands.  He  makes  his 
home  with  his  two  sisters,  Mildred  L.  and  Margaret  I.,  and  is  very 
popular  and  well  liked  by  his  friends  in  this  vicinity.  The  spirit  of 
self-help  is  dominant  in  his  career,  for  he  has  depended  entirely  upon 
his  own  resources  and  his  life  of  industry  and  practical  labor  has 
brought  him  rich  rewards  in  material  success  and  in  the  high  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


JAMES  T.  HAYNES. 

Among  the  most  valuable  farms  of  Medicine  township,  Livings¬ 
ton  county,  is  a  two  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract  on  section  33, 
belonging  to  James  T.  Haynes,  who  came  to  this  county  from  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1894.  He  was  born  on  September  27,  1853,  in  Woodford 
county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Amanda  (Hampton) 
Haynes,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  He  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  discontinuing  his  lessons  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
He  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  becom¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  the  details  of  agriculture  and  securing  such 
knowledge  as  has  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  his  later  career.  Leav¬ 
ing  his  father’s  farm  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  the  following 
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two  years  and  during  that  time  by  thrift  and  energy  acquired  the 
means  to  set  himself  up  independently  and,  coming  to  Missouri, 
bought  the  place  which  he  now  owns.  Gradually  he  put  his  land 
under  cultivation  and  placed  thereon  such  improvements  as  he  deemed 
essential  to  the  operation  of  an  up-to-date  agricultural  enterprise. 
Following  progressive  methods  his  industry  and  energy  have  made 
him  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  locality  and  his  work  has  not 
only  brought  him  individual  success  but  has  been  of  constructive  value 
in  the  development  of  agricultural  methods.  He  erected  a  modern 
ten-room  residence  on  his  property  equipped  with  running  water, 
gas  and  modern  plumbing,  and  there  the  family  make  their  home. 
Of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  he  owns  one  hundred 
and  eighty  are  under  cultivation  and  devoted  to  mixed  farming.  He 
specializes  in  stock-raising  and  has  on  his  property  eleven  horses,  six 
head  of  cattle  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  hogs,  deriving  a 
gratifying  income  from  this  branch  of  his  enterprise. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  married  in  Linn  county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  M. 
P.  Waters,  a  daughter  of  Captain  R.  G.  and  Margaret  (Pruit) 
Waters,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  former  having  served 
as  captain  in  the  Civil  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haynes  were  born 
three  children:  James  R.,  Flo  S.  and  Margaret  L.,  all  of  whom  make 
their  home  on  the  farm  with  their  father,  the  son  ably  assisting  in 
the  operation  of  the  place.  Later  Mr.  Haynes  married  Mrs.  Emma 
Bullock,  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Frances  A.  (Harris)  Samp¬ 
son,  both  deceased.  Her  father  was  a  member  of  the  Home  Guards 
during  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  was  very  prominent  in  the  local¬ 
ity  where  he  made  his  home.  The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Haynes 
are  with  the  progressive  party  in  the  principles  of  which  organization 
he  firmly  believes.  He  has  made  a  creditable  record  along  agricultural 
lines  and  has  found  substantial  reward  in  a  most  gratifying  degree 
of  prosperity. 


DAVID  ALEXANDER  FRENCH. 

Among  the  residents  of  Chillicothe  whose  well  directed  ener¬ 
gies  and  intelligently  applied  labors  in  former  years  now  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  live  in  honorable  retirement  is  David 
Alexander  French,  who  for  a  long  period  was  closely  associated 
with  agricultural  interests.  He  was  born  in  Richland  county, 
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Ohio,  September  12,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Enoch  and  Elizabeth 
(Harford)  French,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  in  later  years 
moved  to  Iowa.  There  the  father  followed  the  trade  of  a  wagon 
maker  until  his  death.  The  mother  has  also  passed  away.  To 
their  union  were  born  eleven  children:  Mary,  William,  Charles 
and  Anna,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased;  Daniel,  whose  home 
is  in  Kansas;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  David  Alexander,  of 
this  review;  Aliena,  deceased;  Berthena,  a  twin  to  Aliena  and 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Putman,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  Sarah, 
who  has  passed  away;  and  John,  who  makes  his  home  in  Iowa. 

David  Alexander  French  acquired  his  education  in  the  Iowa 
public  schools  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal  army, 
joining  the  Third  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry  at  Farmington.  He 
saw  active  service  through  four  years  and  four  months  of  the 
war  and  was  present  at  all  of  the  most  important  engagements, 
including  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Hartsville,  Madison,  Big  Creek,  St.  Francis  River,  La 
Grange,  Chalk  Bluff,  Helena,  Prairie  Du  Chien,  Moscow,  Cam¬ 
den,  Monks  Mills,  Jenkins  Ferry,  Granada,  and  Little  Rock. 
At  the  battle  of  Guntown  a  bullet  passed  so  near  his  right  ear 
that  it  knocked  him  down  and  left  him  deaf  ever  since.  Mr. 
French  was  also  present  at  the  battles  of  Independence,  Ebe- 
nezer  Church,  Mapleville  Station,  Selma  and  Columbus,  Geor¬ 
gia.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  with  a  very  creditable  military  record  returned  to 
Iowa  and  engaged  in  farming.  For  one  year  he  remained  upon 
his  first  tract  of  land  but  in  1866  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Chilli- 
cothe  and  purchased  one  hundred  acres  in  Fairview  township. 
This  also  he  sold  at  the  end  of  a  year  and  purchased  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twelve  acres  in  Chillicothe  township.  For  twenty- 
eight  years  he  remained  upon  this  property,  devoting  his  energies 
to  general  farming.  He  employed  up-to-date,  business-like  meth¬ 
ods  and  in  the  conduct  of  this  enterprise  was  energetic,  indus¬ 
trious  and  far-sighted  and  as  the  years  went  by  his  close  applica¬ 
tion  and  wise  management  were  factors  in  the  building  up  of 
a  prosperity  which  now  enables  him  to  live  retired  from  active 
life.  He  sold  his  farm  and  moved  into-  Chillicothe,  where  he 
owns  a  fine  residence  at  No.  1305  Cooper  street. 

On  December  13,  1866,  Mr.  French  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Weaver,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Amy  (Law) 
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Weaver,  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  French’s  mother  passed  away 
and  after  her  death  Mr.  Weaver  married  Miss  Nancy  Page,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children :  Emma,  who  married  J.  W.  Sum¬ 
mers,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa;  Irene,  who  has  passed  away;  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  Martin  Hanlon,  of  Farmington,  Iowa;  Edward  L., 
who  resides  in  Clark  county,  Missouri ;  and  Susan  and  Clark, 
who  have  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Paul,  who  is  a  railroad  engineer  in  Topeka, 
Kansas;  Bertha,  who  married  B.  F.  Beazell,  of  Chillicothe;  Ethel, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Gilbert;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  W.  R.  Rensch,  of  Chillicothe;  David,  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man  whose  home  is  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  and  Fred,  who 
was  killed  in  a  railroad  wreck  at  Dallas,  Texas.  The  family  are 
devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  French  is  well  known  in  the  Masonic  order  and  his  politi¬ 
cal  allegiance  is  given  to  the  progressive  party.  He  never  seeks 
public  office  but  is  eminently  practical  and  progressive  in  all 
matters  of  citizenship  and  served  in  1898  as  presiding  judge  of 
the  county  court.  Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Chillicothe 
he  has  been  deeply  interested  in  the  public  welfare  and  exerts 
his  influence  in  every  way  for  the  city’s  development  and  up¬ 
building.  He  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  community, 
which  is  due  not  so  much  to  the  success  which  he  has  attained 
along  material  lines  as  to  his  many  honorable  and  upright 
characteristics. 


BENJAMIN  F.  BROYLES. 

High  on  the  list  of  Chillicothe’s  progressive  and  far-sighted  busi¬ 
ness  men  appears  the  name  of  Benjamin  F.  Broyles,  who  is  today  con¬ 
ducting  an  extensive  real-estate  enterprise  in  the  city  and  is  otherwise 
closely  connected  with  general  business  interests.  He  was  born  in 
Chillicothe  on  the  2d  of  September,  1879,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Rachel 
(Siler)  Broyles,  natives  of  eastern  Tennessee.  The  father  was  born 
in  that  section,  November  7,  1838,  of  which  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  review,  the  first  Michael  Broyles,  was  an  early  settler. 
He  married  Miss  Nancy  Perkins  and  came  with  her  from  Virginia 
to  Tennessee,  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  state  and 
passing  away  on  November  13,  1848,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years. 
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To  him  and  his  wife  eleven  children  were  born,  namely:  William; 
Lucinda;  Hannah;  Aaron;  Elizabeth;  Samuel;  Nancy;  Cynthia; 
Michael;  Mary  and  Sarah  Ann.  The  last  named  is  still  residing  in 
Tennessee,  Hannah  and  Cynthia  make  their  homes  in  Missouri,  while 
Michael,  the  father  of  our  subject,  resides  in  Chillicothe.  On  August 
3L  1856,  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Siler  and  in  the  following  year  they 
set  out  together  for  Missouri,  traveling  in  a  prairie  schooner  drawn 
by  horses.  They  settled  as  pioneers  in  Livingston  county  and  wit¬ 
nessed  most  of  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  state,  for  they 
came  here  at  a  period  when  prairie  chickens,  wild  turkeys  and  wild 
geese  were  abundant  and  the  streams  were  full  of  fish.  Michael 
Broyles  still  has  many  interesting  tales  to  relate  of  those  early  times, 
when  the  settlers  lived  together  like  one  large  family,  sharing  the 
general  joys  and  sorrows.  After  the  war,  however,  conditions  were 
entirely  changed  owing  to  the  great  influx  of  eastern  settlers.  Mr. 
Broyles  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years,  operating  a  large 
and  well  managed  agricultural  enterprise.  He  has  now  lived  retired 
for  over  twenty  years.  He  made  his  home  in  Chula  for  some  time 
but  about  five  years  ago  he  moved  into  Chillicothe  and  has  since  re¬ 
sided  with  his  daughter  Cora,  now  Mrs.  Edward  Helf.  His  wife 
passed  away  April  28,  1900.  To  their  union  were  born  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  four  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were  as  follows : 
Otis,  who  was  born  July  17,  1859,  and  who  is  now  practicing  medicine 
at  Ludlow;  Laura  May,  who  was  born  March  12,  1861,  and  who 
married  Frank  Sparling,  her  death  occurring  about  1892;  Susan,  who 
was  born  March  16,  1863,  and  who  married  Edward  Sparling,  of 
Cloverdale,  California;  Aaron,  who  was  born  November  6,  1865, 
and  who  makes  his  home  in  Chula;  Cora  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Helf,  of  Chillicothe;  Mary,  who  married  L.  Taylor,  of 
Chula;  and  Benjamin  F.,  of  this  review.  The  father  of  these  children 
is  a  third  degree  Mason  and  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Benjamin  F.  Broyles  was  reared  at  home  and  acquired  a  public- 
school  education.  He  began  his  business  career  in  Chillicothe  by 
establishing  himself  in  the  real-estate  business  and  has  since  become 
a  representative  factor  in  local  business  circles,  for  his  patronage 
has  steadily  advanced  in  volume  and  importance.  He  has  the  utmost 
faith  in  the  merits  of  Missouri  land  and  in  the  continued  prosperity 
of  the  state  along  all  lines,  and  his  success  is  due  in  large  measure  to 
his  forceful  personality  and  fine  enthusiasm.  He  is  president  of  the 
Broyles  Land  Company,  dealers  not  only  in  Missouri  lands  but  in 
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Texas,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  real  estate.  The  concern  handles  tracts 
of  from  six  to  thirty  thousand  acres,  and  Mr.  Broyles  has  reduced 
his  business  system  to  a  science  and  has  leased  no  tract  so  small  that 
he  cannot  instantly  lay  his  hands  upon  all  the  information  pertaining 
to  it.  He  is  altogether  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  the 
development  and  upbuilding  of  this  part  of  the  state,  his  work  being 
of  the  constructive  kind  which  influences  advancement.  In  business 
dealings  he  is  able,  resourceful  and  far-sighted  and  he  has  not  only 
attained  individual  prosperity  but  has  left  a  deep  impress  upon  the 
history  of  the  city  and  state. 

Mr.  Broyles  married  Miss  Sadie  Knouse  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  greatly 
respected  wherever  he  is  known,  as  his  efforts  are  to  a  high  degree 
unselfish  and  so  directed  as  to  prove  of  permanent  and  practical 
benefit  to  those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


ALLEN  MOORE. 

The  educational  interests  of  Chillicothe  find  an  able  representative 
in  Allen  Moore,  who  is  the  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Business  Col¬ 
lege  and  as  such  has  exerted  a  far-reaching  influence  upon  the  young 
men  and  women  of  the  community,  many  of  whom  he  has  prepared 
for  a  successful  commercial  career.  Although  quite  a  young  man, 
or  just  because  he  is  a  young  man,  he  has  been  successful,  understand¬ 
ing  more  readily  the  needs  and  equipment  of  this  age  of  intense  and 
complex  activity.  He  was  born  February  19,  1886,  at  Stanberry, 
Missouri,  and  is  a  son  of  Allen  Moore,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who 
was  born  July  4,  1853,  at  Huntington.  About  1880  the  father  re¬ 
moved  from  his  native  state  to  Stanberry  and  a  decade  later  came  to 
Chillicothe.  He  became  a  prominent  educator  along  commercial  lines 
and  was  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School,  the  Stanberry 
Normal  School  and  also  the  Springfield  Normal  School.  He  was  of 
the  Quaker  faith  and  in  his  political  views  a  democrat.  His  active 
life  was  closed  January  9,  1907,  when  he  passed  away  at  Chillicothe. 
On  August  16,  1883,  he  was  married  at  Linneus,  Missouri,  to  Miss 
Emma  Dryden,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  June  9,  1862,  and  reared  in 
Linn  county,  Missouri.  She  survived  her  husband  until  July  19,  1908. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Moore,  was  bom  September  25, 
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1818,  in  North  Carolina,  but  at  an  early  age  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Huntington  county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  and  grew  to 
manhood.  During  all  his  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  of  the  Quaker 
faith.  He  died  at  Huntington,  Indiana,  June  12,  1895.  On  October 
7,  1846,  he  married  Elizabeth  Wiley,  who  was  born  October  20,  1826, 
in  Ohio,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Huntington  county,  Indiana. 
They  had  eight  children:  George  Moore,  deceased;  Minerva  White, 
of  Bloomington,  Illinois;  Vincent  W.  Moore,  of  Huntington,  In¬ 
diana;  John  B.  Moore,  deceased;  Allen  Moore,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  deceased;  and  three,  who  died  in  childhood.  The  maternal 
grandfather  was  Nathaniel  Julien  Dryden,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who 
was  reared  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Linn  county,  Missouri.  He  was 
a  physician  and  also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  part  of  his 
life.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  his  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  Methodist  church,  South.  He  passed  away  about  1865.  He 
was  married  to  Martha  Holland  Russell,  who  was  born  in  Virginia, 
May  23,  1820,  and  was  reared  in  Linn  county,  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  J.  Dryden  had  fourteen  children,  including  Mrs. 
Fannie  Edwards,  deceased;  Nathaniel  Dryden,  deceased;  Mrs.  Sallie 
Lyons,  deceased;  Mrs.  Mattie  L.  Meyer,  of  Excelsior  Springs,  Mis¬ 
souri  ;  D.  C.  Dryden,  of  Purdin,  Missouri ;  R.  H.  Dryden,  making  his 
home  in  the  same  city;  Mrs.  Nannie  Cassity,  of  Linneus,  Missouri; 
John  Dryden,  of  Sumner,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Mary  Stannard,  of  Ipswich, 
South  Dakota;  and  Emma,  the  mother  of  our  subject.  The  other 
four  have  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Moore,  Sr.,  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Vincent  D.,  born  October  1,  1884,  de¬ 
ceased;  Allen,  our  subject;  Ralph  LeRoy,  born  August  11,  1887, 
at  Stanberry,  Missouri,  who  is  associated  in  business  with  his  brother 
Allen;  Irene  M.,  born  May  16,  1890,  who  married  J.  R.  Townsend, 
a  real-estate  man  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  Elizabeth  M.,  born  No¬ 
vember  12,  1892,  the  wife  of  R.  H.  Vertrees,  a  banker  of  Olustee, 
Oklahoma;  Mabel,  born  August  12,  1895,  deceased;  and  George  D., 
born  June  6,  1898,  who  makes  his  home  with  our  subject. 

Allen  Moore  was  reared  at  home  and  attended  school  until  he 
began  a  course  in  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School  and,  graduating 
therefrom,  attended  Valparaiso  University  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
until  1906.  He  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  his  various 
educational  institutions  and  upon  the  death  of  the  latter  took  charge 
and  became  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Business  College,  which  was 
formerly  called  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School,  and  also  became  vice 
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president  of  the  Springfield  Business  College  of  Springfield,  Mis¬ 
souri.  His  brother,  Ralph  LeRoy,  is  associated  with  our  subject  in 
conducting  these  schools.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chillicothe  public 
schools  and  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School  and  at  this  writing  occu¬ 
pies  the  position  of  vice  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Business  College. 
The  courses  of  instruction  these  schools  furnish  are  of  the  very  high¬ 
est  class  and  that  they  are  effective  is  manifest  by  the  large  attendance 
the  institutions  enjoy.  Both  brothers  devote  their  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  betterment  and  conduct  of  these  business  colleges,  which 
enjoy  a  reputation  of  the  highest  character  in  the  city  and  surrounding 
country.  Allen  Moore  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  al¬ 
though  he  is  public-spirited  and  takes  a  laudable  interest  in  the 
upbuilding  and  development;  of  'Chillicothe,  has  never  aspired  to 
public  office,  as  the  many  demands  his  schools  make  upon  his  time 
make  active  participation  in  political  affairs  practically  impossible. 
His  religion  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  South.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Ralph  LeRoy  Moore  was  married  October  5,  1910,  at  Twelve 
Mile,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Maud  Maus,  who  is  a  native  of  that  place.  He 
is  a  democrat  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  South, 
and  an  Elk.  Allen  Moore,  as  the  head  of  two  of  the  most  important 
educational  institutions  along  commercial  lines,  occupies  a  foremost 
position  in  the  city  which  he  calls  his  home,  especially  in  relation  to 
the  younger  generation,  many  of  whom  have  laid  by  the  courses  which 
they  took  in  his  schools  the  foundation  for  a  successful  commercial 
career. 


MONTREVILLE  W.  MADDUX. 

Montreville  W.  Maddux,  prominently  identified  with  agricultural 
interests  as  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  on  section 
31,  Mooresville  township,  Livingston  county,  and  another  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Caldwell  county,  is  a  native  of  Livings¬ 
ton  county,  born  near  the  village  of  Mooresville,  May  4,  1861.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  B.  and  Abigail  (Reynolds)  Maddux,  the  for¬ 
mer  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Livingston  county,  who  came  from 
Lafayette  county,  where  he  was  born,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  this 
section  of  the  state  in  1856.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  after  loyal  and  faithful  service 
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received  his  honorable  discharge,  afterward  resuming  his  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  prominent  and  well  known  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  and  held  the  high  esteem  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  died  November  29,  1865,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-two,  having  been  murdered  and  robbed.  His  grave  is  in  the 
Mooresville  cemetery.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years 
and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1880.  The  family  is  of  old  Scotch- 
Irish  origin  and  the  American  progenitor  settled  in  early  times  in 
Virginia,  whence  representatives  of  the  line  later  came  to  this  part 
of  the  country. 

Montreville  W.  Maddux  acquired  his  education  in  the  Oakridge 
district  school,  pursuing  the  usual  course  of  studies.  His  father  hav¬ 
ing  died  when  he  was  but  four  years  old,  the  entire  responsibility  for 
the  management  of  the  homestead  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  family 
was  placed  upon  his  shoulders  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  and  from 
that  time  to  this  he  has  never  forsaken  the  trust.  He  has  since  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  homestead,  concentrating  his  energies  upon  its 
further  improvement  and  development,  facing  obstacles  patiently  and 
bravely  and  finally  reaping  the  reward  of  his  efforts  in  well  earned 
success.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  place,  building  a  modern  resi¬ 
dence,  a  fine  barn  and  other  substantial  outbuildings  and  installing 
all  the  needed  machinery  and  equipment.  He  raises  every  year  fine 
crops  of  hay  and  grain  but  all  of  his  farm  produce  is  fed  to  his  herds 
of  cattle,  horses  and  swine,  his  stock-raising  interests  forming  a  most 
important  branch  of  his  work. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1885,  in  Daviess  county,  Mr.  Maddux  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lutz,  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  and 
Rebecca  Lutz,  the  former  a  pioneer  in  Daviess  county,  who  came  to 
that  section  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  today  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  progressive  agriculturists  in  that  part  of  Mis¬ 
souri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maddux  became  the  parents  of  ten  children. 
Rebecca  died  in  infancy.  Jessie  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chillicothe  Nor¬ 
mal  School  and  later  engaged  in  teaching.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Everett  T.  Johnson,  of  Ralls  county.  Tracy  resides  at  home.  Thomas 
B.  is  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are  Ida,  Lafayette,  Walter,  Edi¬ 
son,  Gwendolyn  and  Waitman,  all  of  whom  are  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Maddux  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  is 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  also  done  able  work  in  the 
cause  of  education  through  his  efficient  service  as  director  of  the 
school  board.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines 
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of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  is  a  devout  member.  He  started 
out  in  life  burdened  with  heavy  responsibility  and  has  battled  earn¬ 
estly  and  energetically,  achieving  success  and  prominence  and  winning 
the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man. 


DAVID  J.  BALLANTYNE. 

David  J.  Ballantyne,  who  since  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Ludlow  in  1905,  has  capably  and  acceptably 
filled  the  office  of  cashier,  was  born  at  Flint,  Michigan,  July  22, 
1864.  He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Jessie  (McIntyre)  Ballantyne, 
the  former  for  many  years  a  prominent  sawmill  and  lumberyard 
owner  in  that  city.  He  died  in  1879  and  was  survived  by  his  wife 
until  1903.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Glenwood  cemetery  at  Flint, 
Michigan. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  David  J.  Ballantyne 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  left  the  Flint 
high  school  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  has  been 
identified  with  financial  interests  of  some  kind  since  the  beginning 
of  his  active  career,  his  former  expert  and  able  work  along  this 
line  furnishing  the  broad  foundation  of  his  present  success.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  laying  aside  his  books  he  obtained  a  position  as 
clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Flint  and  he  remained  with 
that  institution  for  nine  years,  winning  rapid  promotion  to  the 
office  of  teller.  From  Flint  he  went  to  Spokane,  Washington 
Territory,  accepting  a  position  as  teller  in  the  Exchange  &  Traders 
National  Bank,  a  capacity  in  which  he  acted  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  the  mountains  and  spent  eight 
years  prospecting,  also  doing  expert  work  for  the  county.  In 
November,  1902,  he  went  to  Granite,  Montana,  to  accept  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  paymaster  for  the  Granite  Bimetallic  M.  &  M.  Company 
and  when  he  resigned  this  office,  entered  the  New  England 
National  Bank  at  Kansas  City  as  bookkeeper.  He  remained  in 
that  position  until  1905,  when  he  came  to  Livmgston  county  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ludlow, 
an  institution  which  was  capitalized  at  twenty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  and  which  today  has  a  surplus  and  undivided  profit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars.  Since  December  in  that  year  Mr.  Ballantyne 
has  served  as  cashier  of  this  institution  and  has  proved  himself 
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a  capable  incumbent,  quick,  positive,  exacting  and  gifted  with  the 
ability  to  comprehend  every  detail  of  the  many  affairs  which 
come  within  the  scope  of  his  activities. 

Mr.  Ballantyne  was  married  at  Spokane,  Washington,  Octo¬ 
ber  io,  1898,  to  Miss  Miriam  Mumpower,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Julia  Mumpower,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Polo,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballantyne  have  four  children:  Glenn  and 
Edwin,  twins,  who  are  attending  school;  George;  and  Alma. 
Mr.  Ballantyne  is  a  blue  lodge  Mason  and  is  affiliated  also  with 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  republican  party  and  he  is  active  and  progressive  in  all 
matters  of  citizenship,  giving  loyal  support  to  measures  for  public 
advancement.  He  is  popular  in  social  circles,  while  in  business 
affairs  he  commands  the  respect  and  honor  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  dealings.  He  is  an  expert  and  experienced  financier,  method¬ 
ical  and  accurate  as  to  details,  and  he  displays  splendid  judg¬ 
ment  in  handling  the  affairs  of  the  bank  which  come  under  his 
supervision. 


ZACHARIAH  TAYLOR  HOOKER. 

In  a  history  of  any  community  certain  names  stand  forth  pre¬ 
eminent  because  their  owners  have  made  them  honorable  and  worthy 
by  beneficial  and  useful  accomplishments.  Livingston  county’s  list 
of  names  which  since  pioneer  times  have  been  borne  by  able,  upright 
and  straightforward  men,  who  have  been  factors  in  the  general 
growth,  upbuilding  and  development,  contains  none  more  deserving 
of  special  mention  than  that  of  Hooker,  which  has  stood  for  over 
sixty-seven  years  as  a  synonym  for  integrity  in  business,  loyalty  in 
citizenship  and  trustworthiness  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  The  pres¬ 
ent  representative  of  the  name,  Zachariah  Taylor  Hooker,  is  a  native 
son  of  the  county  and  has  devoted  practically  all  of  his  life  to  farm¬ 
ing  interests  here.  He  inherits  the  traditions  and  character  of  his 
father,  Solomon  R.  Hooker,  who  came  as  a  pioneer  into  the  section 
and  who  during  more  than  half  a  century  gave  to  Livingston  county 
the  best  energies  and  efforts  of  his  life.  He  came  of  a  family  well 
known  in  recent  years,  his  cousin  being  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  of 
military  fame.  Solomon  Hooker  was  a  son  of  John  Hooker,  of  Eng- 
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lish  and  Scotch  descent,  who  came  from  his  native  Scotland,  settling 
in  Windham  county,  Vermont,  where  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  November  20,  1805.  He  was  reared  in  that  locality  and  when 
still  a  child  worked  in  a  bleaching  factory  there,  afterward  becoming 
identified  with  the  hotel  business  in  Boston,  where  he  remained  for  a 
number  of  years.  Later  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Londonderry, 
Vermont,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  In  1830  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Parks  and  soon  afterward 
they  moved  to  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  where  in  the  following  sum¬ 
mer  his  young  wife  passed  away.  Solomon  Hooker  returned  to  Ver¬ 
mont  but  after  a  short  stay  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  married,  in 
1838,  Miss  Lucinda  M.  Webber,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hanna  Web¬ 
ber  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  William  of  Holland.  She  was  a  woman 
of  broad  culture  and  excellent  education,  being  especially  well  versed 
in  the  scriptures,  which  she  made  the  guide  and  rule  of  her  life. 
Previous  to  her  marriage  she  taught  in  various  public  schools  through¬ 
out  the  state.  In  June,  1839,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooker  made  their  set¬ 
tlement  in  Livingston  county,  locating  four  miles  north  of  Chillicothe, 
and  in  1840  Solomon  R.  Hooker  and  his  brother-in-law  erected  the 
first  frame  dwelling  in  Chillicothe.  They  remained  there  until  the 
spring  of  1850,  when  Mr.  Hooker  sold  his  property  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  making  his  home  in  California.  Reports  of  an  epidemic  of 
cholera  in  that  state,  however,  influenced  him  in  abandoning  his  proj¬ 
ect  and  he  determined  to  remain  in  Missouri.  Accordingly,  he  pur¬ 
chased  land  four  miles  north  of  his  former  farm  and  cultivated  and 
improved  it  along  progressive  lines  until  his  death.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  determination  and  force  of  character,  of  wide  charity  and 
effective  public  spirit,  always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  public  life  and 
never  seeking  to  evade  any  obligation  which  devolved  upon  him.  For 
fifteen  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  post¬ 
master  of  Grassy  Creek  but  his  political  views  were  finally  the  cause 
of  his  removal  from  office.  On  the  night  of  June  17,  1863,  his  house 
was  burned  by  a  band  of  outlaws  and  he  himself  was  shot.  He  died 
February  4,  1879,  as  a  result  of  the  wound.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
native  of  Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  born  November  20,  1815, 
survived  him  three  years,  dying  February  11,  1882.  They  had  five 
children:  George  W. ;  John  E.,  who  has  passed  away;  Zachariah 
Taylor,  of  this  review;  Hattie  E.,  deceased,  the  wife  of  William  T. 
Harper  ;  and  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy.  All  the  children  who  sur¬ 
vive  live  upon  the  homestead.  George  W.  has  made  two  trips  to  the 
Rocky  mountains,  going  for  the  first  time  in  1863  and  again  in  1882. 
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John  E.  Hooker  made  a  journey  to  Montana  in  the  spring  of  1864  and 
there  contracted  mountain  fever,  dying  September  15,  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  buried  near  Nevada  City,  Montana.  On  the  maternal 
side  this  family  is  of  Revolutionary  stock,  Mrs.  Lucinda  M.  Hooker’s 
uncle,  Colonel  Webber,  having  been  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Zachariah  Taylor  Hooker  acquired  his  education  chiefly  in  the 
district  schools  but  attended  for  a  while  private  school  in  Chillicothe 
and  the  State  Normal  at  Kirksville,  an  institution  which  he  left  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  During  the  time  he  was  pursuing  his 
studies  he  aided  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm  and  he  after¬ 
ward  taught  for  two  years  in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity.  However, 
on  account  of  the  need  for  his  services  in  the  management  of  the 
homestead  he  gave  up  his  professional  career  and  has  spent  practic¬ 
ally  all  of  his  time  engaged  in  farming.  In  partnership  with  his 
brother,  George  W.,  he  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
acres  on  section  19,  Cream  Ridge  township,  which,  owing  to  his  pro¬ 
gressive  and  practical  methods  and  his  unremitting  industry,  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  this  locality.  The  work  of  development  has  been 
steadily  carried  forward  through  the  years,  the  buildings  have  been 
remodeled  and  new  ones  erected  and  everything  about  the  place  is 
kept  in  excellent  condition,  reflecting  Mr.  Hooker’s  care  and  supervi¬ 
sion.  He  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  is  well 
known  as  an  able  and  successful  agriculturist,  to  whom  success  has 
come  as  a  natural  result  of  ability  and  industry.  He  is  president  of 
the  Fanners  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Chula  and  influential  in  business 
circles  of  the  town,  his  success  and  prominence  drawing  him  into 
important  relations  with  many  phases  of  community  life. 

Mr.  Hooker  married,  at  Glasgow,  Missouri,  October  31,  1890, 
Miss  Dixie  A.  Wallace,  a  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Elizabeth  Wal¬ 
lace,  pioneers  in  Livingston  county  and  honored  residents  of  Medicine 
w  township,  where  they  made  their  first  settlement  in  the  spring  of  1839. 
William  J.  Wallace  was  a  witness  of  the  many  wonderful  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  section  of  the  country  as  growth  and 
development  have  advanced  and  in  all  of  the  work  of  progress  he  was 
a  worthy  participant.  He  could  remember  a  time  when  Chillicothe 
was  his  nearest  trading  point  and  when  wild  animals  roamed  through 
the  forests  of  Livingston  county.  Mr.  Wallace  was  a  Kentuckian 
by  birth,  born  in  Madison  county  in  1812,  a  son  of  Samuel  Wallace, 
who  moved  to  Howard  county  in  1819  and  farmed  upon  the  property 
upon  which  he  settled  until  his  death  in  1851.  He  married  Miss 
Anna  Snoddy.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Snoddy,  an  early  settler 


108 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


of  the  Blue  Grass  state  and  later  an  active  participant  in  many  of  the 
early  Indian  wars.  Samuel  Wallace  was  a  son  of  Andrew  Wallace, 
a  Virginian  by  birth  and  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs. 
Hooker’s  father,  William  J.  Wallace,  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  all  deceased.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Livingston  county  but  his  facilities  were  very  meager  on  account 
of  the  pioneer  conditions  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  In  1839  he 
wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Birch,  of  Chariton,  Missouri.  She  died  in 
1859,  leaving  six  children.  In  the  following  year  Mr.  Wallace  was 
again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Williams,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  four  children.  On  the  farm,  on  which  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  1839  his  death  occurred  May  8,  1887.  During  the  interven¬ 
ing  period  he  gave  a  great  deal  of  his  attention  to  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  property,  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
stock-raising  and  becoming  numbered  among  the  progressive  and 
representative  agriculturists  of  the  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hooker  became  the  parents  of  three  children :  Harriett,  a  graduate  of 
the  Chillicothe  high  school  and  now  a  student  at  the  Howard  Payne 
College;  Wallace  T.,  a  student  of  the  Central  College  at  Fayette, 
Missouri;  and  George  W.,  who  is  attending  district  school. 

Mr.  Hooker  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Union  Baptist  church  and 
in  his  upright  and  honorable  life  exemplifies  the  doctrines  in  which  he 
believes.  He  does  not  leave  the  active  religious  work  to  others,  for 
he  has  been  interested  in  the  growth  of  the  Sunday  school  for  many 
years  and  has  served  ably  and  successfully  as  president  of  the  organ¬ 
ization.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
for  some  time  was  a  director  of  the  school  board.  For  five  years 
he  also  served  as  assessor  and  clerk  of  Cream  Ridge  township.  An 
analyzation  of  his  life  record  shows  him  a  man  of  ability  and  indus¬ 
try  and  of  firm  convictions,  able  in  business,  loyal  in  citizenship,  with 
a  spirit  active  in  support  of  those  measures  and  projects  which  influ¬ 
ence  general  advancement. 


W.  H.  FAIR. 

For  over  twenty  years  W.  H.  Fair  has  been  a  factor  in  agricul¬ 
tural  circles  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  on  sections  4  and  5,  Mooresville 
township.  He  has  cultivated  this  property  by  the  most  progressive 
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methods,  influenced  in  all  of  his  farming  operations  by  a  marked 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  initiative,  and  as  a  result  he  stands  today 
among  the  men  of  prominence  and  substantial  worth  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  August  5,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Lucinda  Fair,  the  former  of  German 
ancestry.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  trade  of  black- 
smithing  and  later  became  identified  with  mercantile  interests,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1894,  having  been  killed  in  a  railroad  accident,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Clark  cemetery.  His  wife  survives  him  and  is  residing  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio. 

W.  H.  Fair  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio 
and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  after  which  he 
assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm  for  several  years.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Livingston  county  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  lying  on  sections  4  and  5,  Moores- 
ville  township,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  made  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements  upon  the  place,  erecting  a  fine  residence  and 
barns,  and  has  installed  modern  machinery  and  provided  all  of  the 
conveniences  and  accessories  of  a  model  farm.  General  farming 
and  stock-raising  engage  his  attention  and  he  has  made  both  branches 
of  his  work  profitable.  He  has  today  one  of  the  finest  agricultural 
properties  in  Livingston  county,  the  neat  and  attractive  appearance 
of  his  place  evidencing  his  many  years  of  care  and  labor.  Aside 
from  his  agricultural  interests  Mr.  Fair  is  a  large  holder  of  valuable 
mining  stock  in  Mexico  and  Idaho  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Uncle  Sam  Oil  Company. 

Mr.  Fair  was  married  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  in  October,  1881, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Scheu,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Katherine  Scheu, 
the  former  a  shoemaker  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  He  died  August 
17,  1882,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1894.  Both  are  buried 
in  Pleasant  Grove  cemetery,  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fair  were  born  three  sons.  The  eldest,  Daniel  W.,  resides  in 
Chillicothe.  Alonzo  D.  had  grown  to  manhood  and  achieved  a  prom¬ 
ising  degree  of  success  when  his  life  was  cut  short  by  his  death  at 
the  hands  of  a  murderer  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  in  November, 
1910.  He  is  buried  in  the  Moores ville  cemetery.  The  youngest  son 
in  this  family,  Lloyd  S.,  is  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Fair  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  demorcatic  party  and  has  been 
a  director  of  the  school  board.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord 
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with  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  church,  and  fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Yeomen.  He 
is  a  most  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  in  all  of  the  phases  of 
his  life,  whether  in  business,  social  or  private  relations,  is  ever  found 
to  be  a  reliable  and  upright  gentleman  who  well  deserves  the  high 
regard  and  esteem  which  is  uniformly  given  him. 


PERRY  INFIELD. 

Perry  Infield  is  living  in  honorable  retirement,  after  many  years 
of  close  identification  with  agricultural  interests  of  Livingston  county, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  ninety-seven  acres  on  sections  5  and  6, 
Mooresville  township.  He  has  lived  in  this  locality  for  many  years 
and  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Somer¬ 
set  county,  October  3,  1838.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eve  (Shulz) 
Infield,  the  former  for  many  years  a  prosperous  farmer.  Both  have 
passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Sandusky  cemetery,  in  Ohio. 

The  success  which  Mr.  Infield  has  attained  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  is  the  more  remarkable  and  the  more  creditable  to  him  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  all  the  education  he  ever  received  was  acquired  in 
eleven  days’  attendance  at  a  country  school.  He  was  prevented  from 
further  pursuing  his  studies  by  the  demands  of  the  pioneer  times  in 
which  he  lived  and  by  the  necessity  of  helping  his  father  clear  the 
timber  and  hew  a  farm  out  of  the  wilderness.  As  a  small  boy  he 
assisted  in  cutting  down  trees  from  six  tracts  of  timber  land  and 
engaged  in  this  line  of  work  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  Federal  government.  He  was,  however, 
soon  afterward  discharged  on  account  of  an  injury  received  on  the 
battlefield  and  which  disabled  him  for  some  time  thereafter.  When 
he  had  fully  recovered  he  came  to  Livingston  county  and  purchased 
a  farm  of  ninety-seven  acres  on  sections  5  and  6,  Mooresville  town¬ 
ship,  and  from  that  time  until  his  retirement  gave  all  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  improved  his  property  in  every 
possible  way,  building  a  fine  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  and 
making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  valuable  places  in  this 
section  of  the  county.  He  has  lived  in  retirement  for  twenty-one 
years,  enjoying  in  well  earned  rest  and  comfort  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 
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In  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  on  February  28,  1861,  Mr.  Infield  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Moore  who  passed  away  in  1898  and 
was  buried  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children:  Mason,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Oklahoma;  Collis,  a 
farmer  near  Breckenridge ;  Homer,  who  met  death  by  an  accident 
in  1896;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Johnson,  a  farmer  in 
Washington;  Addie,  who  married  John  Higgins,  a  farmer  in  Okla¬ 
homa;  and  Maud,  the  wife  of  Allan  Mercer,  a  farmer  in  Mooresville 
township.  In  April,  1899,  Mr.  Infield  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Mary  Fraser,  of  Cedar  county.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  church,  and  politically  affiliates  with  the  progress¬ 
ive  party,  being  a  stanch  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  men  and  measures 
for  which  it  stands.  Although  he  has  now  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  he  possesses  the  health  and  vitality  of  a  man  of  much  younger 
years  and  can  look  back  over  a  well  spent,  active  and  honorable  life, 
richly  meriting  the  respect  and  esteem  which  are  uniformly  accorded 
him. 


CLARENCE  J.  EDMUNDSON. 

Clarence  J.  Edmundson,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
upon  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  Medicine 
township,  is  known  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  representative  agri¬ 
culturists  of  this  locality.  He  is  a  native  of  Morgan  county,  Illinois, 
born  June  14,  1867,  a  son  of  William  D.  and  Emmeline  (Buckner) 
Edmundson,  the  latter  a  niece  of  ex-Governor  Buckner  of  Kentucky. 
She  died  February  18,  1911,  and  is  buried  at  Wheeling,  Missouri. 
Her  husband  survives  her  and  makes  his  home  in  Wheeling,  where  he 
is  well  known  and  prominent.  He  served  as  postmaster  for  eight 
years  and  was  otherwise  active  in  public  affairs. 

Clarence  J.  Edmundson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chillicothe,  having  come  to  Livingston  county  with  his  parents  in 
1871.  After  laying  aside  his  books  he  obtained  a  position  as  sales¬ 
man  for  Wallbrun  &  Berg,  general  merchants  in  that  city,  and  worked 
in  their  interests  for  three  years,  after  which  he  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  purchasing  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  21, 
range  22,  Medicine  township,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  Be¬ 
cause  his  methods  have  been  progressive  and  practical  and  his  business 
dealings  always  straightforward  and  upright  he  has  won  a  gratifying 
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degree  of  success,  owning  at  the  present  time  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  this  vicinity.  About  two  hundred  acres  are  planted  in  corn 
and  other  grain  and  the  remainder  in  pasturage.  He  has  twenty 
horses,  forty  head  of  cattle  and  eighty  swine,  his  stock-raising  inter¬ 
ests  being  an  important  and  profitable  source  of  his  income. 

Mr.  Edmundson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  occurred 
in  Medicine  township,  November  26,  1891,  when  he  wedded  Miss 
Josephine  Kilbrun,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Lightner)  Kil- 
brun,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Wallace 
cemetery.  Mr.  Edmundson’s  first  wife  died  in  1893,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Alta  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Monroe,  a  farmer 
of  Wheeling  township.  On  April  28,  1895,  Mr.  Edmundson  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Nora  A.  Long,  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Abbie  (Stephenson)  Long,  residents  of  Linn  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmundson  have  four  children:  Reuben,  Joseph, 
Herbert  C.  and  Herman,  all  of  whom  are  assisting  their  father. 

Mr.  Edmundson  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  identified  with  the  blue  lodge  in  Masonry.  His  religious 
views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  During 
his  forty-one  years  of  residence  in  this  county  his  genuine  personal 
worth  and  sterling  traits  of  character  have  won  him  the  unbounded 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  and  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


ARCHIBALD  McVEY. 

In  December,  1865,  after  four  years  of  honorable  and  loyal 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  Archibald  McVey  came  to  Chillicothe 
and  has  since  been  closely  and  influentially  identified  with  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  the  city  as  a  successful  general  merchant,  stand¬ 
ing  today  among  the  men  who  have  been  active  in  inaugurating 
business  policies  and  in  shaping  commercial  history  here.  He  was 
born  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  in  1836  and  is  a  son  of  Scot¬ 
tish  parents,  the  father  having  been  born  in  Scotland  in  1806  and 
the  mother  in  1808.  The  former  came  to  America  in  early  man¬ 
hood  and  settled  in  western  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming. 

Archibald  McVey  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  Empire  state  and  when  not  engaged  with  his  books  aided 
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his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm,  continuing  thus  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  his  patriotic  spirit  was  aroused 
and  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Federal  government,  enlisting 
in  the  naval  service.  Captain  McVey  was  connected  in  1862  and 
1863  with  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  under  Admiral  Farragut  and 
in  1864  and  1865  served  as  paymaster  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squad¬ 
ron  for  the  flagship  John  Adams,  upon  which  he  was  stationed 
and  which  was  then  standing  off  Charleston.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  on  the  flagship  he  had  charge  of  the  accounts  of  ten  mortar 
schooners  and  tugs  and  a  naval  battery  on  Morris  Island  number¬ 
ing  one  hundred  men,  making  in  all  the  largest  number  of  men  and 
officers  carried  on  the  books  of  any  volunteer  naval  paymaster 
in  the  service.  Among  other  responsible  duties  he  had  charge  of 
the  provisions  for  the  fleet  off  Charleston  and  an  idea  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  his  duties  can  be  formed  when  it  is  stated  that  this 
fleet  never  numbered  less  than  thirty  vessels,  some  of  them  being 
the  largest  in  the  service.  Considered  from  all  points  of  view,  the 
position  which  he  filled  was  about  the  most  important  held  by  any 
officer  of  his  rank  away  from  a  home  station.  A  unique  feature 
among  the  duties  which  fell  to  his  lot  and  the  only  incident  of  the 
kind  occurring  during  the  war  was  his  paying  off  a  month’s  salary 
by  flag  of  truce  to  the  naval  officers  in  the  prison  in  Charleston. 
This  money  was  taken  charge  of  by  General  Ripley,  who  was  in 
command  at  Charleston  at  the  time,  and  every  dollar  of  it  was 
scrupulously  paid  by  the  General  to  those  for  whom  it  was  in¬ 
tended.  General  Ripley  was  a  man  of  the  highest  sense  of  honor 
and  a  West  Pointer,  and  this  package  of  money  which  was  given 
to  him  for  transmission  was  of  more  actual  value  than  all  the  Con¬ 
federate  script  in  the  city  of  Charleston.  Captain  McVey  was  the 
first  to  land  at  that  city  after  the  surrender  and  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  1865  and  in  December  of  that  year  he 
arrived  in  Chillicothe,  still  wearing  the  blue  naval  uniform  of  his 
service. 

Here  he  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business,  con¬ 
ducting  a  small  establishment,  but  with  the  development  of  the 
city  his  success  grew  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  and 
representative  merchants  of  the  community,  owning  one  of  the 
finest  dry-goods  establishments  in  Chillicothe.  He  has  erected  a 
modern  double  store  building  with  every  conceivable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  fixtures,  well  lighted  with  electricity,  heated 
by  steam;  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  Mr.  Me- 
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Vey  carries  an  exceptionally  fine  line  of  merchandise  and  has  built 
up  a  gratifying  prosperity  upon  the  substantial  foundation  of  his 
hard  work,  industry  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  McVey  is  married  and  resides  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  Chillicothe,  presided  over  by  his  charming  wife.  He 
has  two  daughters:  Mrs.  Vincent,  of  Spokane,  Washington;  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Barclay,  of  Chillicothe,  whose  husband  is  associated 
with  Mr.  McVey  in  business. 

Mr.  McVey’s  principal  attention  is  concentrated  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  his  store  but  in  the  course  of  time  he  has  become  interested 
in  many  important  enterprises  in  the  city,  the  success  of  which 
has  been  due  in  a  large  measure  to  his  untiring  and  well  directed 
efforts.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  inducing  western  cap¬ 
italists  to  invest  here  and  in  commercial,  industrial  and  business 
fields  the  city  has  felt  the  stimulus  of  his  work  and  enterprise. 
He  has  long  been  an  active  politician  and  was  twice  a  member  of 
the  city  council  and  held  the  office  of  mayor  for  some  time.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership  in  the  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery,  and  belongs  also  to  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Public-spirited 
to  a  marked  degree,  he  never  withholds  his  support  from  any 
enterprise  which  he  believes  will  prove  of  benefit  to  the  community 
and  he  has  always  been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him, 
whether  of  an  official  or  private  nature. 


L.  F.  HUDGINS. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  agri¬ 
cultural  circles  of  Livingston  county  than  L.  F.  Hudgins,  who  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sections  32,  5,  7  and  18  in  Moores- 
ville  township,  and  who,  throughout  the  years  of  an  active  and 
honorable  career,  has  gained  a  success  which  places  him  among  the 
leading  forces  in  the  agricultural  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  born  near  the  farm 
he  now  operates,  January  28,  1864,  a  son  of  John  and  Susan 
(Stamper)  Hudgins.  The  father  came  to  Missouri  in  pioneer  times, 
settling  in  Livingston  county  when  it  was  yet  undeveloped  land  and 
becoming  one  of  the  great  forces  in  the  early  development  of  the  sec¬ 
tion  and  in  its  later  agricultural  growth.  His  land  was  thickly 
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covered  with  trees  and  these  he  felled  by  hand,  building  a  rough 
log  shanty  in  which  he  and  his  family  resided  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  interrupted  his  agricultural  labors  only  to  serve  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  Mexican  war  and  at  the  close  of  hostilities  resumed 
them,  finally  transforming  a  wilderness  into  a  model  farm.  He 
achieved  popularity  and  widespread  esteem  by  his  honorable  and 
upright  life  and  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  many  friends, 
and  his  death,  which  occurred  November  27,  1910,  was  widely  and 
deeply  regretted.  His  wife  was  a  splendid  example  of  a  true 
Christian  woman,  active  in  the  discharge  of  her  many  duties  and 
actuated  at  all  times  by  a  spirit  of  charity  which  led  her  finally  to 
give  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  nursing  the  sick,  not  with  the  hope 
of  any  material  compensation,  but  through  the  beneficient  Christian 
spirit  which  dominated  her  life.  She  died  August  10,  1893,  and 
rests  beside  her  husband  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery. 

Hudgins  acquired  his  education  in  the  Livingston  county 
district  schools,  but  his  advantages  along  this  line  were  limited,  as  he 
could  attend  only  during  the  winter  months,  being  occupied  during 
the  summer  season  in  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
farm.  The  homestead  was  very  large  and  a  great  deal  of  stock  was 
kept  upon  it,  and  the  duties  connected  with  the  care  of  the  animals 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  left  Mr.  Hudgins  very  little  time 
for  outside  pursuits.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  thirty  and  then  purchased  from  his  uncle  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  land  in  Mooresville  township,  the 
nucleus  of  his  present  extensive  holdings.  To  this  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  until  the  property  now  comprises  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  on  sections  32,  5,  7  and  18.  Mr.  Hudgins  has 
made  substantial  improvements  upon  it,  building  a  fine  residence, 
barns  and  outbuildings,  and  he  has  today  one  of  the  finest  and  best 
improved  agricultural  properties  in  the  township.  He  engages  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  by  his  progressive  and  busi¬ 
nesslike  methods  has  made  both  branches  of  his  work  profitable. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1899,  Mr.  Hudgins  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mertie  Gray,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Melissa  (Stanley) 
Gray,  the  former  a  native  of  Livingston  county  and  one  of  its  pros¬ 
perous  and  representative  agriculturists.  His  wife  passed  away  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1902,  and  is  buried  in  the  Thomas  Field  cemetery,  which 
was  named  in  honor  of  Thomas  Field,  a  prominent  representative  on 
the  paternal  side  of  the  Gray  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudgins  have 
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four  daughters :  Alice,  who  is  attending  school ;  and  Helen,  Agnes 
and  Frances  Rhea. 

Mr.  Hudgins  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry, 
holding  his  membership  in  Breckenridge.  He  is  also  indentified  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  active  in  local  demo¬ 
cratic  politics  and  has  held  several  important  township  offices,  having 
been  trustee  and  roadmaster  and  also  a  director  of  the  school  board. 
Residing  in  this  part  of  Livingston  county  during  his  entire  life,  he  is 
widely  known  here  and  the  measure  of  respect  accorded  him  indi¬ 
cates  that  his  life  has  been  an  honorable  and  upright  one.  In  his 
career  he  has  placed  his  dependence  upon  the  substantial  qualities 
of  perserverance,  determination  and  industry,  and  in  the  operation 
of  his  farm  has  met  with  well  deserved  success. 


J.  W.  HERROLD. 

At  the  age  of  seventy-five  J.  W.  Herrold  is  still  an  active  factor 
in  the  world’s  work  and  a  force  in  agricultural  circles  of  Livingston 
county,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  29,  Moores- 
ville  township.  He  was  born  near  the  White  river,  in  Hamilton 
county,  Indiana,  April  2,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Frances 
(Fierce)  Herrold,  the  former  of  whom  engaged  in  farming.  He 
came  to  Indiana  from  Ohio  in  his  early  days  and  later  moved  to 
Knox  county,  Illinois.  He  supported  the  principles  of  democracy 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  became  affiliated  with  the 
republican  party,  continuing  his  connection  with  it  until  his  death. 
His  wife  has  also  passed  away  and  both  are  buried  in  Victoria  ceme¬ 
tery,  Knox  county,  Illinois. 

J.  W.  Herrold  was  still  a  child  when  his  parents  moved  to  Knox 
county  and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
section,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty  in  order  to 
assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  agricultural  career  as  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Illinois,  which, 
however,  he  sold  in  1869  and  came  to  Livingston  -  county,  buying 
eighty  acres  on  section  29,  Mooresville  township,  whereon  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  bent  all  of  his  energies  to  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  and  cultivation  of  this  property  and  as  the  years  passed  made 
many  improvements  upon  it,  building  a  fine  residence  and  substantial 
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bams  and  making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  well  equipped 
properties  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Herrold  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Martha  J.  Van  Buren,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Charity,  Van 
Buren,  the  former  a  pioneer  in  Illinois  and  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Victoria.  His  death  occurred  in 
that  section,  and  that  of  his  wife  also,  and  they  are  buried  side  by 
side  in  the  local  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrold  have  had  a  rarely 
happy  and  contented  married  life  extending  over  a  period  of  more 
than  fifty  years,  they  having  already  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary.  To  their  union  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Gaines, 
a  farmer  near  Ottawa,  Kansas;  Jerusha,  who  married  Neil  Kirtley, 
a  prominent  farmer  in  Mooresville  township;  and  John  Van  Buren, 
who  is  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  township. 

Mr.  Herrold  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  blue  lodge,  and  his  political  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  He  served  as  director  of  the 
school  board  for  many  years.  He  is  a  faithful  and  devout  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  a  trustee  of  that  insti¬ 
tution  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers.  He  and  his  wife  are 
well  known  and  highly  respected  throughout  Livingston  county, 
where  they  have  lived  for  almost  half  a  century  and  where  their 
fine  qualities  of  mind  and  character  have  gained  them  many  friends. 


REV.  T.  M.  GRIFFITHS. 

Rev.  T.  M.  Griffiths,  whose  home  is  on  section  18,  Blue  Mound 
township,  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  and  progressive  farm¬ 
ers  of  his  locality  and  has  in  addition  a  wide  acquaintance  by  reason 
of  his  long  service  as  a  minister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 
He  has  lived  in  Livingston  county  since  1891  and  his  home  is  upon 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  acres,  which  by  its  neat  and 
attractive  appearance  is  proof  of  a  life  of  energy,  activity  and  use¬ 
fulness.  Mr.  Griffiths  is  a  representative  of  an  old  Welsh  family  and 
was  himself  born  in  the  parish  of  Eglwyswrw,  Wales,  July  21,  1856. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Griffiths,  natives  of  Llainfawr,  the 
former  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  in  that  section,  where  he 
cultivated  land  upon  which  members  of  his  family  had  resided  for 
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over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years.  Both  parents  have  passed 
away,  the  mother  dying  in  1877  and  the  father  in  1891.  They  are 
buried  in  the  Eglwyswrw  graveyard. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  T.  M.  Griffiths  attended  the 
North  Wales  Baptist  College  and  was  graduated  from  that  institu¬ 
tion  in  1879.  In  August,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  ordained  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  at  Darranfelen  and  officiated 
there  for  some  time.  He  afterward  left  Wales  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  settling  first  in  Braceville,  Illinois,  where  he  resumed  his  duties 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  Coming  to  Missouri,  he  purchased 
eighty-three  acres  of  land  in  Livingston  county,  to  which  in  1907 
he  added  sixty  acres.  He  has  since  remodeled  the  attractive  residence 
and  has  made  many  other  substantial  improvements,  including  a  silo, 
a  substantial  barn  and  fences  which  divide  his  land  into  convenient 
fields.  He  raises  stock  of  all  kinds,  keeping  thirty  head  of  cattle  and 
eight  horses  and  making  a  specialty  of  pure-bred  Shropshire  sheep, 
of  which  he  has  twenty-five  high-grade  animals. 

On  December  28,  1880,  Mr.  Griffiths  married,  at  Blaenconnin, 
Wales,  Miss  Theodosia  Williams,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Williams,  of  Brynmaen,  Pembrokeshire,  South  Wales,  where  the 
father  cultivated  land  upon  which  the  family  had  resided  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  years.  John  Williams  passed  away  in  1900,  his  wife  surviv¬ 
ing  him  for  three  years,  and  both  are  buried  in  Llandisillio,  South 
Wales.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffiths  became  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Mary  E.,  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  school  and  the  Kirksville 
(Mo.)  Normal  School,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  rural  schools; 
Henry  M.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  and  Warrensburg 
normal  schools  and  who  is  now  a  student  in  the  Kansas  City  Law 
School;  Anna  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  school  and  the  Kirks¬ 
ville  Normal,  who  married  Morris  Copple,  of  Ludlow;  John  W., 
who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Dawn  high  school  and  the  William  Jewell 
College  of  Liberty,  Missouri,  and  who  is  assisting  his  father;  Rev. 
Thomas  M.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Dawn  high  school  and  the 
William  Jewell  College  and  who  is  now  a  student  in  the  seminary  at 
Rochester,  New  York;  and  Theodosia,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
Dawn  high  school  and  the  Kirksville  Normal  School  and  who  is 
teaching  school.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church  and  Mr.  Griffiths  has  served  as  a  minister  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion  for  twenty-one  years,  during  which  time  he  has  labored  with 
untiring  zeal  and  devotion  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  cause  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  He  is  a  progressive  in  his  political  beliefs  and  has  been  for 
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many  years  active  in  local  public  life,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  as  a  committeeman  of  the  progressive  party  in  this  township,  an 
office  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  material, 
intellectual  and  moral  development  of  his  community  and  at  all  times 
his  life  has  been  actuated  by  high  and  honorable  principles  and  char¬ 
acterized  by  kindly  actions.  He  realizes  fully  the  obligations  which 
devolve  upon  him  and  finds  it  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  bring  his 
fellowmen  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  to  an  understanding  of 
those  principles  of  life  which  lead  to  more  harmonious  relations  with 
the  divine  law. 


JAMES  MONROE  DECKER. 

James  Monroe  Decker,  prominently  connected  with  the  interests 
of  Dawn  as  proprietor  of  the  business  conducted  by  the  Dawn  Tele¬ 
phone  Company,  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  born  in  Chillicothe,  March 
29,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of  A.  J.  and  Electa  (Hosea)  Decker,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Livingston  county,  who  came  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state  about  the  year  1845.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  offered  his  services  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Forty-fourth 
Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
He  died  November  5,  1878,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  April 
16,  1906.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Utica  cemetery. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  James  Monroe  Decker  at¬ 
tended  the  Dawn  public  schools  and  completed  the  course  then  taught 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in 
farming,  developing  his  father’s  property  until  1887,  in  which  year 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  He  owns  forty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  lives  and  also  a  brick  business  building  in  Dawn.  He  is  a 
successful  and  representative  farmer,  developing  his  property  along 
modern  and  progressive  lines.  Since  1903  he  has  been  proprietor  of 
the  Dawn  Telephone  Exchange  which  demands  a  large  amount  of  his 
time  and  attention  in  his  endeavor  to  give  good  service  to  his  large 
number  of  telephone  patrons.  His  business  career  has  been  marked 
by  consecutive  advancement  and  his  efforts  have  resulted  in  a  gratify¬ 
ing  degree  of  success,  which  places  him  among  the  men  who  are  fac¬ 
tors  in  the  general  growth  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Decker  married,  at  Dawn,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1887,  Miss 
Charlotte  Barry,  a  daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Lena  Barry,  the  former  for 
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many  years  prominent  in  agricultural  circles  of  Livingston  county. 
He  lived  retired  for  some  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
July,  1906.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1910.  Both  are  buried 
in  Elliott  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  are  the  parents  of  five 
children :  Alfa,  who  married  Charles  Kromeich,  who  farms  near 
Braymer,  Missouri;  Alma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Har¬ 
grave,  of  Breckenridge,  Missouri ;  Ralph,  who  resides  at  home ;  and 
John  and  Winifred,  who  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Decker  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding  membership 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Encampment,  of 
which  he  is  past  grand  and  chief  patriarch,  respectively.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Rebekahs  and  is  a  Modern  Woodman.  He  is  a 
deacon  in  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a  devout 
adherent,  and  politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party. 
He  has  never  been  desirous  of  official  recognition  but  when  called 
upon  to  do  so  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  with  ability  and  energy, 
being  at  the  present  time  clerk  and  assessor  of  his  township.  Always 
public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  good  roads 
and  has  been  road  overseer  in  his  district  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
having  done  much  for  the  improvement  of  the  public  highways.  Mr. 
Decker  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities.  He  has  prospered 
from  year  to  year,  has  conducted  all  business  matters  carefully  and 
ably  and  in  all  his  acts  displays  an  aptitude  for  successful  management. 


JOHN  A.  RYAN. 

John  A.  Ryan  is  engaged  in  the  abstract  and  real-estate  busi¬ 
ness  in  Chillicothe  and  his  efforts  have  been  a  factor  in  the  general 
business  development  of  the  city.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Gill  &  Ryan  and  previous  to  that  time  was 
identified  with  public  life  and  known  also  as  a  successful  general 
merchant.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the  city,  born  August  12,  1863, 
his  father  being  Thomas  Ryan,  now  living  in  Chillicothe  and  also 
a  native  of  Livingston  county. 

John  A.  Ryan  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city  and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  college  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1880.  Afterward  he  established  himself  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  in  Mooresville  and  conducted  here  a  profitable 
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enterprise  for  some  years,  disposing  of  it  when  he  was  elected  cir¬ 
cuit  clerk.  This  office  he  filled  for  eight  years,  working  diligently 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  In  1902  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  B.  V.  Gill  and  the  firm  of  Gill  &  Ryan  opened  an  abstract 
and  real-estate  office.  The  business  expanded  rapidly,  owing  to 
the  honorable  methods  and  straightforward  dealing  of  the  firm 
and  its  prosperity  is  to  a  considerable  extent  due  to  the  sound 
business  judgment  which  Mr.  Ryan  has  at  all  times  displayed 
and  his  energy,  which  has  ever  been  an  important  factor  in  his 
business  advancement. 

Mr.  Ryan  married  Miss  Ida  Wright,  of  Avalon,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  four  children,  Martha,  John  S.,  Paul  and  Frank 
W.  Mr.  Ryan  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  while  his  public  spirit  never  takes  the  form  of  office 
seeking,  it  is  yet  an  active  element  in  his  character.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
has  gained  a  prominent  place  in  the  camp  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  He  is  a  representative  business  man  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  identified  with  its  growth  and  development,  and  is  well 
known  in  this  community  as  one  of  its  progressive  citizens. 


S.  A.  BROWNING. 

Foremost  among  the  merchants  of  Livingston  county  is  S.  A. 
Browning,  who  conducts  a  well  stocked  general  store  at  Avalon, 
Missouri,  having  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  and  in  the  same 
place  since  November,  1897.  Moreover,  his  interests  connect  him  with 
financial  circles,  for  he  plays  an  important  role  in  the  commercial  life 
of  the  community  of  Avalon  as  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank. 

Born  in  Livingston  county,  August  20,  1874,  he  is  a  son  of  Robert 
H.  and  Eliza  Browning,  the  former  being  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Howard  county,  Missouri,  where  he  settled  in  1828,  coming  from 
Winchester,  Kentucky.  In  1852  he  made  removal  to  a  place  two 
miles  south  of  Avalon  and  took  up  a  farm  there  after  his  return  from 
the  Mexican  war.  On  that  farm  he  made  his  home  until  his  death 
in  1888,  following  successfully  agricultural  pursuits  and  gaining  not 
only  material  wealth  but  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  His 
last  resting  place  is  in  the  Arkadelphia  cemetery  in  land  which  was 
donated  by  him  in  former  times.  He  was  a  man  prominent  in  the 

Voi.  n— 7 


126 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


community  and  closely  identified  with  the  political  life  of  the  section, 
having  been  at  one  time  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  and  having 
served  with  strict  fairness  and  impartiality  as  county  judge.  Mrs. 
Eliza  Browning  survives  her  husband  and  now  resides  at  Hale,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  her  seventy-third  year.  Her  maiden  name  was  Alexander 
and  she  is  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  her  father  having  been  one 
of  the  very  early  settlers,  taking  up  land  near  Bedford,  Missouri,  in 

1833- 

S.  A.  Browning  received  his  education  at  Avalon  and  Albany 
Colleges,  both  in  Missouri.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  laid  aside 
his  text-books  and,  being  drawn  by  inclination  toward  a  commercial 
career,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  eastern  Kansas.  After 
two  years,  however,  he  returned  to  his  old  home  and  established  in  a 
small  way  the  large  establishment  which  he  owns  at  present.  There 
he  carries  a  number  of  well  selected  and  complete  lines  of  such  stock 
as  is  adapted  to  the  need  of  his  customers  and  has  built  up  a  store  that 
is  in  size  and  equipment  second  to  none  in  the  county  outside  of  estab¬ 
lishments  in  Chillicothe.  That  Mr.  Browning  has  been  largely  instru¬ 
mental  in  building  up  this  section  by  his  mercantile  activities  needs 
no  further  mention,  but  he  has  also  become  interested  in  other  lines. 
He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Avalon,  of  which 
institution  he  now  serves  as  vice  president,  being  largely  responsible 
for  the  progressive  policies  that  are  followed  and  the  success  that  has 
been  attained. 

On  January  20,  1897,  in  Cameron,  Missouri,  Mr.  Browning  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Blanche  Watson,  a  daughter  of  A.  and 
Mary  Watson,  the  former  a  retired  farmer  of  Cameron,  where  he 
is  well  and  favorably  known  and  highly  respected.  His  wife  has 
passed  away  and  is  buried  at  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browning  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Robert  Watson,  who  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  is  attending  school;  and  Roger  M.,  eleven  years  of  age. 

Public-spirited  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Browning  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  matters  of  public  importance,  although  he 
has  never  cared  to  accept  office.  His  political  faith  is  that  of  the 
democratic  party  and  his  lodge  connections  are  with  the  Masons,  in 
which  organization  he  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  connection  he  has  served  in  all  the 
chairs.  His  interest  in  education  is  evident  by  the  efficient  service  he 
gives  as  a  director  of  the  school  board  and  as  such  he  has  been  one  of 
the  men  who  has  been  largely  responsible  in  establishing  the  high 
school  in  Avalon. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browning  make  their  home  in  one  of  the  most  hand¬ 
some  houses  of  the  town,  which  Mr.  Browning  has  recently  remod¬ 
eled,  and  there  both  he  and  his  wife  extend  warm-hearted  hospitality 
to  their  many  friends.  A  native  son  of  Livingston  county,  of  which 
it  may  well  be  proud,  Mr.  Browning  has  become  a  forceful  element 
in  the  community  and  while  he  has  attained  well  merited  success  for 
himself,  has  been  one  of  the  foremost  factors  in  advancement  and 
development  not  only  in  commercial  and  financial  expansion  but  also 
along  educational  lines. 


J.  W.  BEAUCHAMP. 

J.  W.  Beauchamp,  a  descendant  of  a  family  of  distinguished 
French  origin,  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  sections  16  and  22,  Fairview  township,  Livingston  county.  Com¬ 
ing  here  from  Indiana  in  1873,  Mr.  Beauchamp  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
milion  county,  that  state,  October  16,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  G.  W.  and 
Mary  (Piper)  Beauchamp,  the  father  upon  his  arrival  here  purchas¬ 
ing  land  which  was  partly  improved.  At  an  earlier  date  he  offered 
his  services  as  volunteer  soldier  to  his  country  and  fought  with 
distinction  practically  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Civil  war.  Promi¬ 
nent  and  well  known,  he  subsequently  was  honored  with  election  to 
the  position  of  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  eastern  district  of 
Livingston  county,  serving  in  that  office  with  such  fairness  and  im¬ 
partiality  that  he  earned  but  the  highest  commendation.  He  now 
resides  with  his  wife  and  family  at  Longbeach,  California,  after  a 
long  and  successful  career. 

J.  W.  Beauchamp,  being  brought  to  Livingston  county  as  a  boy 
of  three  years,  received  his  education  in  the  neighboring  schools  of 
the  father’s  farm  and  subsequently  attended  Avalon  College,  laying 
aside  his  text-books  definitely  when  twenty-six  years  of  age,  al¬ 
though  he  had  assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work  during  a  great 
part  of  that  time.  He  then  moved  westward  to  California  and  there 
worked  for  a  time  at  a  hop  ranch,  making  his  home  in  that  state  for 
about  two  years.  For  several  years  subsequently  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  rented  land  and  also  worked  by  the  month  and,  having 
by  thrift  and  industry  acquired  the  means,  then  leased  the  home 
farm  from  his  father,  purchasing  the  property  three  years  later. 
He  has  since  been  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  the  place,  having 
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brought  the  same  to  a  high  state  of  productivity,  engaging  in  mixed 
farming  and  paying  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising.  He  has 
instituted  all  such  equipment  as  he  considered  necessary  to  modern 
agriculture  and  made  a  number  of  improvements  that  have  largely 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  property.  He  also  is  to  some  extent  en¬ 
gaged  in  dealing  in  live  stock. 

On  April  20,  1900,  Mr.  Beauchamp  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Barnhart,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Catherine  Barnhart,  the  former 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Fairview  township,  but  the  latter  deceased, 
having  passed  away  October  13,  1910,  and  finding  her  last  resting 
place  in  Avalon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beauchamp  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Vera,  attending  school;  and  Buel. 

Progressive  and  modern  as  Mr.  Beauchamp  is  in  his  farming 
methods,  he  has  also  embraced  the  standards  of  the  progressive  party 
as  his  tenet,  as  he  believes  that  the  realization  of  its  ideals  will  bring 
about  such  changes  in  government  as  will  prove  most  beneficial  to 
the  majority.  In  his  religious  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  giving  his  active  cooperation  thereto  and 
to  the  allied  societies  of  the  organization.  Individually  successful, 
he  has  become  a  factor  of  importance  in  this  agricultural  community 
and,  while  he  has  attained  his  own  success,  has  been  a  force  in  the 
general  development  of  Livingston  county. 


REUBEN  BARNEY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Reuben  Barney,  who  for  fifteen  years  has  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Chillicothe,  is  a 
native  son  of  the  city,  born  January  9,  1869,  his  parents  being  Dr. 
Reuben  and  Mattie  (Prindle)  Barney,  the  former  of  whom  died  July 
15,  1903,  and  is  buried  in  Chillicothe. 

Dr.  Reuben  Barney  of  this  review  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  St.  James’  Military  Academy 
of  Macon,  Missouri,  later  entering  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Kansas  City.  He  supplemented  this  by  a  course  in 
Bellevue  Medical  College  of  New  York  city,  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree  of  M.  D.  Immediately  afterward  he  located  in 
Chillicothe,  where  he  still  resides,  making  his  home  in  the  same  house 
in  which  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  has  a  large  and  lucrative  practice 
which  is  steadily  increasing  and  he  is  now  numbered  among  the 
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leaders  of  his  profession  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Aside  from 
his  private  practice  Dr.  Barney  has  been  coroner  and  county  physician 
for  a  number  of  years  and  also  president  of  the  board  of  health.  He 
is  also  serving  as  surgeon  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul, 
the  Wabash,  and  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroads,  and  is 
physician  for  the  Industrial  Home  for  Girls,  these  connections  show¬ 
ing  something  of  his  professional  standing  in  the  community. 

Dr.  Barney  was  married  at  Chillicothe  to  Miss  Anna  R.  Reynolds, 
a  daughter  of  R.  W.  and  Mildred  (Towner)  Reynolds,  of  that  city. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  have  two  children,  Reynolds  and  Olive,  both 
at  home.  In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  affiliated  with  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  city, 
although  his  important  professional  duties  allow  him  little  time  for 
political  activity.  He  has,  however,  served  as  member  and  secretary 
of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  Kirksville  State  Normal  School  and 
along  professional  lines  is  beside  his  connection  with  the  Girls’  Home 
examiner  of  pensions.  He  is  president  of  the  Missouri  Vineyard 
Company  and  secretary  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association,  and  his 
religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  his 
profession  through  his  membership  in  the  State  and  County  Medical 
Societies,  the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  Grand  River 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  an  ex-president.  His  ability  and  skill 
have  been  demonstrated  in  the  expert  handling  of  a  number  of  com¬ 
plex  medical  problems,  and  he  is  highly  esteemed,  not  only  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  man  but  as  an  upright,  straightforward  and  progressive 
citizen. 


william  McCarthy. 

William  McCarthy,  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres  on  sections  24,  25  and  26,  Jackson  township, 
Livingston  county,  is  entitled  to  be  ranked  as  a  pioneer,  for  he  has 
wrested  his  valuable  property,  upon  which  he  has  made  all  improve¬ 
ments,  from  the  wilderness,  having  come  to  this  county  in  1866. 
Born  in  Pennsylvania,  August  20,  1858,  he  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Shaner)  McCarthy,  the  father  upon  his  arrival  in  this 
state  purchasing  a  farm  in  Jackson  township.  William  McCarthy, 
Sr.,  had  the  distinction  of  three  years’  service  in  the  Civil  war,  during 
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which  great  conflict  he  was  seriously  wounded  and  at  the  end  of 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged.  His  political  faith  was  with  the 
democratic  party  and  he  passed  away  in  1890,  well  known  and  well 
beloved  in  these  parts,  and  is  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Chil- 
licothe,  in  which  city  his  wife  is  now  residing.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  descent,  the  father  having  been  born  in  that  country. 

In  the  acquirement  of  his  education  William  McCarthy  attended 
public  school  and  the  Catholic  parish  school  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri, 
laying  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  During  his 
vacation  time  and  in  other  leisure  hours,  however,  he  assisted  his 
father  with  the  duties  on  the  home  place  and  gave  his  entire  time  to 
the  work  on  the  homestead  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then 
purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which  he  subsequently  sold 
forty,  and  afterward  bought  another  tract  of  eighty  acres.  He  de¬ 
votes  his  land  largely  to  general  agricultural  purposes  but  specializes 
in  raising  horses,  cattle,  swine  and  also  mules,  employing  progressive 
methods  and  having  become  an  expert  in  stock  breeding.  Beside  his 
important  farming  interests  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of 
Chillicothe. 

On  March  28,  1883,  Mr.  McCarthy  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Jackson  township,  this  county,  to  Miss  Louisa  Nothnagle,  a  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Nothnagle,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer 
and  well  known  mechanic  in  Livingston  county,  who  passed  away  in 
1872,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  twenty  years  later.  They  are 
buried  side  by  side  in  the  Curtis  cemetery  of  Sampsell  township. 
Mrs.  McCarthy’s  family  is  of  German  extraction,  the  father  having 
come  to  Livingston  county  at  an  early  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
McCarthy  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Alva  R.,  giving 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  old  home  place  in  Jackson  township; 
Lena,  a  student  of  the  Kirksville  State  Normal  School  and  a  school 
teacher;  Howard,  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm; 
Chester  F.,  who  is  also  attending  the  Kirksville  State  Normal  School; 
and  Lilly  and  Grace,  both  residing  at  home  and  attending  school. 

The  success  Mr.  McCarthy  has  attained  along  agricultural  lines 
must  be  entirely  attributed  to  his  good  judgment,  his  hard  work  and 
his  progressive  methods,  although  he  personally  gives  great  credit  to 
the  efforts  of  his  faithful  wife.  The  family  home  is  a  handsome 
residence  which  Mr.  McCarthy  erected  some  time  ago,  as  well  as  all 
the  other  buildings  on  the  farm  and  such  improvements  as  he  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  to  up-to-date  agriculture.  Being  progressive  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  he  has  installed  such  equipment  as  would 
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result  in  better  financial  returns  and  facilitate  the  labor  on  the  place. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  democrat  and,  always  interested 
in  the  issues  of  the  day  and  public  matters,  he  has  for  ten  years  served 
efficiently  as  township  trustee.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
the  Masonic  body,  in  which  organization  he  is  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge.  Interested  in  general  progress,  he  has  not  only  been  a  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  but  a  helpful  and  cooperant 
factor  in  the  general  advancement  and  has  become  recognized  as  a 
forceful  element  in  the  locality,  his  activities  having  been  of  con¬ 
structive  value  in  raising  the  standard  of  agricultural  methods. 


W.  H.  JACKSON. 

W.  H.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  and 
a  pioneer  settler  in  Livingston  county,  dating  his  residence  here  from 
1866.  He  now  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  28,  Jackson  township,  and  in  addition  to  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  work  of  the  fields  is  engaged  to  some  extent  in  stock-rais¬ 
ing.  He  was  born  in  Laurel  county,  Kentucky,  November  24,  1845,  a 
son  of  Humphrey  and  Adeline  (Pari)  Jackson,  the  former  a  well 
known  farmer  in  Kentucky.  The  family  is  of  English  origin  but 
has  been  in  America  since  pre-Revolutionary  times.  The  father  of 
our  subject  joined  the  republican  party  upon  its  organization  and  from 
that  time  until  his  death  gave  stalwart  support  to  its  principles  and 
doctrines.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years  and 
was  otherwise  influentially  connected  with  public  life.  He  passed 
away  in  1864  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  for  some  years,  both 
being  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  in  Laurel  county. 

W.  H.  Jackson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  section  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  laid  aside  his  books  in 
order  to  enlist  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  He  joined  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  and  fought  in  many  hotly-contested  bat¬ 
tles,  coming  at  the  close  of  hostilities  with  a  creditable  military  record 
to  Livingston  county,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He  made  his 
home  in  Jackson  township,  hiring  out  as  a  farm  laborer  until  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  his  first  twenty  acres  of  land.  By 
hard  work,  strict  economy  and  untiring  perseverance  he  was  able  to 
increase  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  they  now  aggregate 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  It  lies  on  section  28,  Jack- 
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son  township,  and  is  improved  with  a  comfortable  residence,  good 
barns  and  outbuildings  and  modern,  labor-saving  machinery.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Jackson  engages  to  a  great  extent  in 
stock-raising  and  has  made  both  branches  of  his  work  important  and 
profitable. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1868,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  on  his 
present  farm  to  Miss  Catherine  Kessler,  a  daughter  of  Christian  B. 
and  Mary  A.  (Smith)  Kessler,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Liv¬ 
ingston  county.  Both  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Kessler 
cemetery,  named  in  honor  of  members  of  their  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Christian,  a  farmer 
in  Wallowa,  Oregon;  John,  who  is  operating  a  farm  adjoining  that 
of  his  father;  D.  C.,  who  assists  his  father  and  also  farms  for  him¬ 
self;  and  Walter,  who  is  conducting  a  business  college. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  for  many 
years  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  severing 
his  connection  with  it  in  1912  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  progressives. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  county  for  forty-seven  years 
and  during  this  period  has  witnessed  much  of  the  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  district.  The  success  he  now  enjoys  is  well  merited, 
for  he  has  ever  followed  the  most  honorable  business  methods  in  his 
dealings  with  his  fellowmen  and  therefore  has  gained  the  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  is  brought  into  contact. 


LEWIS  McCOSKRIE. 

Lewis  McCoskrie,  cultivating  the  farm  upon  which  he  was 
born,  on  section  32,  Mooresville  township,  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  pioneer  families  in  Livingston 
county  and  is  today  a  prominent  and  successful  agriculturist  and 
stockman.  His  birth  occurred  January  31,  1866,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  Andrew  and  Minerva  A.  (Fryar)  McCoskrie.  The  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  Isaac  McCoskrie,  came  to  Livingston 
county  in  1818  from  Kentucky  and  lived  here  alone  until  1821, 
struggling  against  pioneer  conditions  and  obstacles  and  finally 
gaining  a  sufficient  degree  of  prosperity  to  enable  him  to  bring 
his  family  into  the  state,  his  wife  joining  him  in  Clay  county  in 
that  year.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review  was  five  years 
of  age  when  he  made  his  first  settlement  in  Livingston  county 
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and  he  grew  up  on  the  family  homestead,  afterward  becoming 
its  owner.  He  was  a  man  of  upright,  straightforward  and  kindly 
characteristics  and  became  in  the  course  of  years  widely  popular 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  possessed  probably  more  influence 
than  any  other  one  individual  and  was  often  called  upon  to  settle 
disputes  arising  among  his  neighbors,  gaining  by  his  work  along 
this  line  the  honorable  title  of  “The  Peacemaker.”  He  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1912,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  after  a  long,  useful  and 
honorable  life,  his  activities  and  accomplishments  having  found  a 
place  in  the  history  of  the  agricultural  development  of  Livingston 
county.  He  was  buried  in  the  McCoskrie  cemetery,  called  in 
honor  of  the  founder  of  this  family  in  Missouri,  the  site  of  which 
was  selected  by  the  grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this  review  and 
who  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  first  grave  dug  therein  in  1839.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  February  7,  1912,  and  rests  be¬ 
side  her  husband. 

Lewis  McCoskrie  acquired  his  education  in  the  Livingston 
county  public  schools  but  his  advantages  along  this  line  were  ex¬ 
tremely  limited  and  he  is  to  a  great  extent  self-educated,  having 
supplemented  his  early  training  by  constant  reading  and  observa¬ 
tion  in  mature  years.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing  and  has  made  this  his  principal  interest  all  during  his  life, 
standing  today  among  the  men  whose  experience  and  practical 
knowledge  constitute  them  standard  authorities  upon  all  matters 
pertaining  to  general  agriculture.  He  has  been  the  owner  and 
manager  of  the  family  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  on  section  32,  Mooresville  township,  for  twenty-six  years 
and  has  made  it  by  his  care,  well  directed  labor  and  practical 
methods  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  most  highly  productive 
properties  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  has  made  substantial 
improvements  upon  it,  replacing  the  original  home  by  a  modern 
and  well  equipped  residence.  He  does  general  farming  and  is  also 
extensively  interested  in  stockraising,  both  of  these  branches  of 
his  work  having  become  extremely  profitable  under  his  able  man¬ 
agement,  as  is  also  his  poultry-raising,  in  which  he  is  interested 
to  a  considerable  extent,  having  sometimes  as  many  as  twelve 
hundred  fowl.  Everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  excellent 
condition  and  reflects  the  care  and  supervision  of  an  able,  expe¬ 
rienced  and  practical  agriculturist. 

On  February  17,  1885,  Mr.  McCoskrie  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  F.  Bryan,  a  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Camma  (Parker) 
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Bryan,  representatives  of  old  pioneer  families.  They  make  their 
home  in  Monroe  township.  Mrs.  McCoskrie  passed  away  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1912,  leaving  six  children:  Florence  C.,  the  wife  of  Claude 
Hinote,  of  Kansas  City;  Rena,  who  resides  at  home;  Irwin,  Ensel 
and  Cole,  who  are  attending  school;  and  Evelyn. 

Mr.  McCoskrie  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
stands  today  among  the  successful  and  prominent  men  of  this 
locality  as  a  prosperous  farmer  and  as  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneer  families.  His  life  has  not  been  without  its 
reverses  and  discouragements,  among  which  have  been  sickness 
and  death,  but  these  have  been  met  bravely  and  faced  with  con¬ 
fidence  and  courage — qualities  which  have  ever  distinguished  Mr. 
McCoskrie  in  his  struggle  upward  to  success. 


J.  LEWIS  BOYLE. 

A  descendant  of  a  distinguished  pioneer  family  of  Livingston 
county,  J.  Lewis  Boyle,  who  today  lives  in  his  seventy-first  year  in 
well  earned  retirement  at  1309  West  Bryant  street,  Chillicothe,  him¬ 
self  represents  a  link  between  the  past  and  present,  having  been  born 
in  Jackson  township,  March  2,  1842,  and  having  been  a  witness  of  the 
advancement  and  development  that  has  taken  place  here  as  pioneer 
conditions  have  given  way  before  the  onward  march  of  civilization. 
During  his  active  life  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the 
section  and  still  owning  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable 
land  which  he  rents  out,  he  has  been  one  of  the  forceful  factors  in 
the  agricultural  progress  as  well  as  in  bringing  about  the  prosperous 
conditions  that  the  present  generation  enjoys.  Born  in  a  little  log 
cabin  covered  with  clapboards,  he  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Zerelda 
(Barbee)  Boyle,  the  former  of  whom  settling  here  in  the  frontier 
days  and  here  spending  an  active  and  useful  life,  was  occupied  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  he  passed  away  on  June  26,  1893,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-two  days.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  on  April  8,  1883,  aged  sixty-six  years, 
six  months  and  thirteen  days. 

John  W.  Boyle,  who  was  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Kentucky, 
born  October  4,  1809,  married  Zerelda  Barbee  in  Paris,  Kentucky, 
November  9,  1830,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Captain  Lewis  and 
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Catherine  Barbee,  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Boyle  was 
bom  in  Fayette  county,  that  state,  on  the  25th  of  July  1816,  and  in 
1837  the  young  married  couple  removed  to  Monroe  county,  Missouri, 
coming  in  1838  to  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  settling  near 
Spring  Hill.  Unto  them  were  born  ten  children,  eight  daughters  and 
two  sons,  of  whom  two  daughters  died  in  infancy  and  another, 
Catherine,  was  long  a  helpless  invalid  before  passing  to  the  home 
beyond.  William  S.  Boyle,  one  of  the  sons,  is  now  deceased. 
She  was  bom  in  Monroe  county,  August  31,  1837,  and  at  the 
age  of  seven  was  stricken  with  rheumatism,  being  severely  afflicted 
until  the  time  of  her  demise.  A  faithful  and  devoted  member  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  she  endured  her  fate  patiently  and  in  a  Christ- 
like  spirit.  Her  last  illness  was  short  and  her  death  took  place  early 
Sunday  morning,  December  20,  1891.  Other  members  of  the  family 
are :  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hutchison,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Christison  and  Mrs.  T.  G. 
Phelps,  of  Livingston  county;  Mrs.  Howell  Smith,  of  McPaul,  Iowa; 
and  J.  Lewis,  of  this  review.  Another  sister  who  has  passed  away, 
well  known  in  Livingston  county,  was  Mary,  the  first  wife  of  P.  H. 
Lilly.  John  W.  Boyle,  the  father,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  united 
with  the  Christian  church  and  remained  a  true  and  faithful  member 
thereof  until  his  death,  serving  as  an  elder  for  forty  years.  Upon 
coming  to  Livingston  county  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  and  there  witnessed  many  hardships  in  his  struggles 
to  gain  a  living,  but  by  good  management  and  industry  made  a  suc¬ 
cess  and  when  he  retired  from  active  farming  was  blessed  with 
plenty  to  enjoy  in  his  declining  years.  His  last  few  years  he  spent 
mostly  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hutchison,  enjoying  the  high 
respect  of  old  and  young  throughout  the  entire  county.  The  funeral 
discourse  was  delivered  by  Elder  J.  E.  Pardoner,  at  the  Lilly  Grove 
church,  on  June  28,  1893,  a  large  and  sincerely  mourning  audience  be¬ 
ing  present,  after  which  his  remains  were  taken  to  the  old  home¬ 
stead  and  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  graveyard  by  the  side  of  his  wife. 
Mrs.  Zerelda  (Barbee)  Boyle  was  affectionately  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her  for  her  many  sweet,  womanly  qualities.  Kind,  hospitable 
and  an  obliging  neighbor,  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  her  church 
and  it  is  said  of  her  that  no  one  took  a  greater  interest  in  the  in¬ 
stitution. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  James  Boyle,  who 
was  bom  in  Virginia,  August  12,  1776,  and  Jane  (Froman)  Boyle, 
who  was  the  widow  of  his  brother  John.  The  grandparents  origi¬ 
nally  came  from  Virginia  to  the  Blue  Grass  state  and  subsequently 
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died  in  Missouri.  They  came  to  this  state  when  the  Indians  were 
numerous,  settling  in  Linn  county,  where  the  grandfather  died  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1845,  the  grandmother  passing  away  in  Livingston  county, 
January  21,  1854,  both  having  been  faithful  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  The  marriage  of  John  Boyle,  the  brother  of  James,  to 
Jane  Froman,  took  place  at  the  home  of  her  father,  William  Froman, 
April  15,  1800.  A  few  months  later,  after  the  death  of  John  Boyle, 
she  was  married  on  July  25,  1800,  to  James  Boyle.  The  great- 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Stephen  and  Martha  Boyle,  the  latter 
of  whom  passed  away  February  7,  1823,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Among  members  of  the  Boyle  family  who  are  still  living  in  Chilli- 
cothe  is  Amanda  Leeper,  ninety-six  years  of  age,  and  Cynthia  Lauder¬ 
dale,  aged  ninety. 

J.  Lewis  Boyle  received  his  education  in  the  old-fashioned  school- 
house  typical  of  pioneer  times  with  its  split  puncheons,  and  his  first 
teacher  was  Stillman  B.  Snow.  Subsequently  he  received  instruction 
from  Paris  Pepper,  a  private  teacher,  for  a  few  terms  and  then  from 
William  F.  Miller.  The  education  was  continued  by  J.  P.  Boyle  and 
these  courses  complete  what  educational  advantages  could  be  procured 
for  him  under  those  trying  times  of  pioneer  life.  Although  his  edu¬ 
cation  had  been  spasmodic  and  interrupted,  he  was  a  studious  lad 
and  retained  no  mean  part  of  his  lessons.  Early  he  assisted  in  his 
leisure  hours  in  the  work  on  the  farm  and  became  acquainted  with 
agricultural  methods  and  details  under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father, 
remaining  on  the  home  place  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  1863 
the  spirit  of  the  west  took  possession  of  him  and  decided  him  to  cross 
the  plains,  he  making  the  trip  under  difficulties  and  hardships  by 
means  of  ox  teams  to  Denver,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  operations 
for  a  summer,  returning  in  the  following  winter  to  his  home.  In 
1864  he  farmed  with  his  father  in  partnership,  continuing  in  that 
connection  until  he  was  married.  In  1866  his  forbear  gave  him 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  the  improvement  of 
which  he  gave  his  assiduous  attention,  bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of 
productivity  and  there  making  his  home  until  1880,  being  for  the 
next  two  years  or  until  1882  engaged  in  business.  He  then  bought 
another  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  also  improved  and  where 
he  profitably  followed  his  occupation  until  1905,  when  he  retired  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  and  highly  merited  competence,  com¬ 
ing  to  Chillicothe  in  that  year.  Since,  he  has  lived  in  retirement, 
deriving  a  handsome  income  from  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  which  he  rents  out. 
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On  November  20,  1864,  Mr.  Boyle  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Daviess  county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Josephine  B.  Ballinger,  with  whom 
for  twenty  years  he  lived  a  happy  domestic  life,  the  faithful  wife 
passing  away  April  27,  1884,  her  burial  taking  place  in  the  Gallatin 
cemetery.  Of  this  union  were  born  four  children:  Mary  L.,  who  has 
passed  away;  Barbee,  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Hutchison,  an  agriculturist 
of  Jackson  township;  Ethel  L.,  who  married  Thomas  Hichlin,  who 
cultivates  one  of  the  farms  of  our  subject;  and  Gama  J.,  the  wife  of 
E.  F.  Anderson,  who  farms  in  Jackson  township.  On  April  4,  1889, 
Mr.  Boyle  married  Miss  Laura  E.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and 
Mary  Miller,  the  former  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Livingston  county 
who  has  passed  away  and  is  buried  in  Edgewood  cemetery,  his  wife 
now  residing  in  Chillicothe.  Of  this  union  was  born  one  daughter, 
Mary  K.,  who  is  now  studying  at  Manhattan,  Kansas,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Chillicothe  high  school  and  has  attended  the  Missouri  State 
University.  Highly  respected  in  his  evening  of  life  as  one  of  the 
men  who  has  participated  most  actively  in  making  Livingston  county 
what  it  is  today,  public-spirited  and  not  selfishly  concerned  in  his 
own  prosperity  alone,  Mr.  Boyle  receives  high  esteem  and  confidence 
from  all  who  know  him.  A  democrat  in  politics,  he  has  served  with 
distinction  as  a  member  of  the  Jackson  township  board  and  for  four¬ 
teen  years  has  filled  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  showing  such 
impartiality  and  fairness  in  his  decisions  that  his  service  in  that  con¬ 
nection  has  not  been  forgotten.  For  twelve  years  he  also  was  a 
notary  public.  He  joined  the  Church  of  Christ  under  the  teachings 
of  J.  D.  Willmot  in  i860  and  still  retains  his  membership  in  the  Lilly 
Grove  church  in  his  old  neighborhood.  A  man  strongly  marked  by 
character,  he  is  yet  a  forceful  element  in  the  community  although 
he  has  passed  the  biblical  age  of  three  score  and  ten,  for  the  years 
have  proven  the  worth  of  the  labors  of  one,  whose  life  record  reflects 
credit  and  honor  upon  Livingston  county. 


A.  SLIFER. 

A  pioneer  of  Livingston  county  and  a  resident  of  Chillicothe 
township  since  1896,  A.  Slifer  has  been  one  of  the  foremost  agri¬ 
culturists  of  this  section  for  twenty-five  years,  during  which  time  he 
owned  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farms  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  of  which,  however,  he  has  since  disposed,  giving  now  his  atten- 
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tion  to  fifteen  acres  of  rich  and  bearing  orchard  and  finding  a  well 
earned  rest  in  the  lesser  duties  of  tending  to  this  property.  Not 
only  is  he  known  in  Livingston  county  but  even  in  surrounding  terri¬ 
tory,  for,  during  a  long  period,  he  was  successfully  engaged  as  auc¬ 
tioneer  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  has  earned  high  reputation  in  that 
capacity.  Even  these  occupations,  however,  do  not  exhaust  the  con¬ 
nection  of  Mr.  Slifer  with  the  county,  for  he  served  for  four  years 
efficiently  as  the  sheriff  thereof,  making  in  this  important  position  a 
record  that  entitles  him  to  high  public  commendation. 

A.  Slifer  was  born  in  Sulphur  Springs,  Crawford  county,  Ohio, 
November  3,  1833,  a  son  of  John  and  Magdalene  (Wolf)  Slifer,  and 
came  to  Livingston  county  immediately  after  the  war  in  1865.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Maryland,  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  successful 
along  that  line.  Both  of  the  parents  are  deceased,  the  mother  being 
buried  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  and  the  father  in  Sulphur  Springs, 
that  state,  and  both  were  of  German  origin.  The  parents  were  highly 
esteemed  in  the  communities  in  which  they  lived  and  enjoyed  there 
the  confidence  and  good-will  of  their  many  friends. 

A.  Slifer  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  receiving  but  a 
meager  education  such  as  could  be  procured  for  him  in  the  early 
days  of  the  settlement  of  this  country.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  thereafter  rented  a  farm  for  several  years,  being  so  occu¬ 
pied  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Livingston  county,  taking  up  a 
property  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Sampsell  township.  He 
is  also  well  known  as  an  auctioneer,  a  line  which  he  followed  for 
nearly  sixty  years  with  continued  and  gratifying  success.  At  the 
same  time  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  farm, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  number  of  suitable  buildings,  and  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  of  which  he  paid  painstaking  and  careful  atten¬ 
tion.  In  1892  high  honor  came  to  him  in  his  election  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  Livingston  county,  which  position  he  filled  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  four  years.  In  1896,  upon  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  his  official  term  of  office,  he  purchased  his  present  prop¬ 
erty  of  fifteen  acres  located  on  section  21  of  Chillicothe  township, 
putting  the  land  to  the  use  of  an  orchard. 

A.  Slifer  was  married  in  Logan  county,  Illinois,  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Carlisle,  who  passed  away  after  a  happy  married  life  of 
thirty  years,  in  1894,  leaving  the  following  children:  Maude,  the 
wife  of  John  Cunningham,  of  Pawnee  county,  Oklahoma;  and  John, 
who  is  the  proprietor  of  a  laundry  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  Mrs. 
Slifer  found  her  last  resting  place  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery. 
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Politically  Mr.  Slifer  is  a  republican  and,  although  nearing  his 
eightieth  birthday,  takes  still  active  interest  in  the  issues  and  candi¬ 
dates  of  his  party.  Having  resided  in  Livingston  county  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  he  has  become  well  known  and  wherever  he  is  known 
is  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  qualities  of  character  which  entitle 
him  to  distinction.  Usually  one  thinks  of  old  age  as  a  period  when 
mental  as  well  as  physical  powers  weaken,  but  there  is  an  old  age 
which  grows  stronger  and  brighter  as  the  years  go  by  and  gives  out 
of  its  rich  store  of  wisdom  and  experience  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
Such  has  been  the  life  of  A.  Slifer,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  most 
venerable  but  also  one  of  the  most  honored  citizens  of  Livingston 
county,  respected  wherever  known. 


MRS.  SARAH  METILDA  (GEE)  WHITTECAR. 

A  native  of  Livingston  county,  Mrs.  Sarah  Metilda  (Gee)  Whit- 
tecar,  the  widow  of  Hiram  Whittecar,  is  a  representative  of  the  farm¬ 
ing  interests  of  this  section,  although  her  properties  are  not  confined 
within  the  county.  She  owns  a  valuable  piece  of  land  of  forty  acres 
in  Lincoln  township,  Daviess  county,  making  her  residence,  however, 
west  of  Hickory  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  township,  Grundy  county. 
Born  in  Jackson  township,  September  n,  1850,  she  is  a  daughter  of 
William  M.  and  Tabitha  (Arbuckle)  Gee,  the  father  also  a  native 
of  Livingston  county  and  one  of  its  early  pioneers,  becoming  promi¬ 
nent  as  a  farmer  and  being  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
passed  away  August  15,  1906,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him,  passing  away  February  9,  1905,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  six  months.  She  was  greatly  beloved 
for  her  many  accomplishments  and  esteemed  as  a  good  Christian 
woman  and  what  a  wife  and  mother  should  be.  The  parents  are 
buried  side  by  side  in  the  Dockery  cemetery  in  Jackson  township. 
The  Gee  family  is  of  Scotch  origin  and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Whittecar  was  holding  the  rank  of  general  in  the  Mexican  and  Mor¬ 
mon  wars. 

Sarah  Metilda  Gee  received  her  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Livingston  county,  acquiring  such  knowledge  as  was  available 
under  pioneer  conditions.  She  subsequently  supplemented  her  learn¬ 
ing  by  a  course  in  the  Des  Moines  Central  College  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  on  September  1,  1867,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hiram 


142 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


Whittecar,  entering  upon  a  period  of  a  happy  domestic  life  which  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  demise  of  the  husband  and  father,  who  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years  on  December  3,  1907,  and  found  his 
last  resting  place  in  the  Bratten  cemetery  north  of  Hickory,  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Whittecar.  Industrious, 
energetic  and  thrifty,  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists 
of  the  section  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  his  family  well  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittecar  had  four  children:  Tabitha,  the  wife  of 
Othoe  Prothero,  an  agriculturist  of  Grundy  county;  George  A.,  who 
assists  his  mother  in  the  management  of  her  farm  properties ;  Myrtle, 
the  wife  of  William  Moore,  an  agriculturist  residing  at  Plattsville, 
Colorado1;  and  Cecil  E.  Since  the  demise  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Whit¬ 
tecar  has  ably  superintended  the  labor  upon  her  properties,  which 
under  her  management  have  greatly  increased  in  value.  She  has  made 
a  number  of  improvements  and  instituted  such  equipment  as  she  con¬ 
sidered  indispensable  to  the  better  cultivation  of  the  land  and  has 
thereby  greatly  enhanced  the  value  and  productivity  of  the  soil.  A 
woman  of  high  character  and  many  lovable  qualities,  she  enjoys  the 
friendship  of  many  and  is  held  by  all  who  know  her  in  high  esteem. 


JOSEPH  P.  HOSIER. 

Joseph  P.  Hosier,  who  follows  general  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Monroe  township,  where  he  owns  a  well  improved  property 
comprising  two  hundred  and  nine  acres  on  section  32,  was  born 
in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  April  5,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Nancy  (Hanks)  Hosier,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and 
are  buried  at  Plymouth,  Missouri.  In  the  acquirement  of  an  edu¬ 
cation  he  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Quincy,  Illinois, 
and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty,  enlisting  as  a  private 
in  the  Federal  army.  He  fought  for  one  year  during  the  Civil 
war  and  after  his  honorable  discharge  farmed  in  his  native  state 
until  he  came  to  Livingston  county,  where  he  purchased  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  nine  acres  on  section  32,  range  25,  Monroe  township, 
whereon  he  has  since  resided,  giving  his  attention  to  general 
farming.  That  he  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  hat  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  agricultural 
properties  in  this  section.  He  has  made  all  of  the  improvements, 
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including  a  good  residence,  barns  and  substantial  outbuildings, 
and  he  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  from 
which  every  year  he  gathers  abundant  harvests  as  a  reward  for 
his  well  directed  care  and  labor.  In  addition  he  keeps  about  three 
horses,  the  same  number  of  cattle  and  a  fine  herd  of  thirty-two 
swine,  his  stock-raising  interests  constituting  a  gratifying  source 
of  income  to  him. 

At  Fairfield,  Michigan,  Mr.  Hosier  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Spooner,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Spooner,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased  and  buried  in  Canada.  Mrs.  Hosier  passed 
away  August  13,  1908,  leaving  two  children,  Liela  and  Wayne, 
both  at  home.  Mr.  Hosier  is  a  republican  in  his  political  beliefs 
and  an  active  supporter  of  the  party  at  the  polls,  although  he 
never  seeks  political  preferment  for  himself.  He  has  an  attractive 
home,  the  hospitality  of  which  is  enjoyed  by  the  many  friends  of 
the  family,  while  in  business  relations  he  has  gained  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  high  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  in  any  way 
associated. 


GEORGE  H.  JACKSON. 

To  unceasing  effort  and  industry  it  can  be  ascribed  that  George 
H.  Jackson  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  Jack- 
son  township  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  nearly  two  hundred 
acres  located  on  sections  8,  9  and  14.  Coming  to  Livingston  county 
in  1896,  he  was  bom  in  Laurel  county,  Kentucky,  October  21,  1858, 
and  is  a  son  of  H.  A.  and  Lucinda  (Kirby)  Jackson.  The  father 
came  to  Livingston  county  in  1865  and  was  engaged  along  agricult¬ 
ural  lines  on  rented  property  for  about  twenty  years  before  he  bought 
land  of  his  own.  He  resides  near  the  farm  on  which  our  subject 
lives,  on  property  upon  which  he  raised  his  family  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest.  Of  the  others  Lulu  has  passed  away  and  is 
buried  in  the  Lilly  Grove  cemetery,  and  John  has  also  died,  find¬ 
ing  his  last  resting  place  in  Fulton  cemetery.  Henry  is  a  clerk  in 
Jamesport,  Missouri;  Humphry  resides  in  Oklahoma;  Elmah,  the 
widow  of  John  Sandwich,  resides  in  Chillicothe;  J.  P.  follows  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  residing  in  Green  Ridge  township  ;  Addie  is  the 
wife  of  G.  Hartmann,  of  Kansas  City;  and  Frank  has  passed  away 
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and  is  buried  in  the  Lilly  Grove  cemetery.  Joseph,  the  remaining 
member  of  the  family,  lives  on  his  farm  in  Jackson  township. 

George  H.  Jackson  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
which  he  left  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  assisting  during  his  vaca¬ 
tions  and  at  leisure  hours  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He 
subsequently  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  and  for  nine  years  worked  for 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Kesler,  for  six  weeks  of  which  period  he  and 
his  father  both  were  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman.  He  then 
rented  a  farm  in  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  and  by  thrift  and  energy 
acquired  the  property  on  which  he  now  makes  his  home.  Following 
modern  methods  his  endeavors  have  been  followed  by  success  and, 
largely  engaging  in  grain  farming  and  stock-raising,  his  labors  re¬ 
turn  to  him  gratifying  and  substantial  results.  He  has  made  a  num¬ 
ber  of  improvements  upon  the  property,  including  buildings  and  equip¬ 
ment,  and  has  purchased  such  machinery  as  is  considered  essential  to 
modern  agriculture. 

On  December  22,  1882,  Mr.  Jackson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Melissa  K.  Hutchison,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Permissa 
(Black)  Hutchison.  The  father  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  whose  father  came  here  on  horseback  and  brought  with  him  the 
first  blue  grass  seed  which  ever  came  to  the  county.  The  grandfather 
lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  years,  ten  months  and  two 
days.  The  Hutchison  family  is  of  old  English  extraction  and  for 
many  years  was  prominent  and  highly  respected  in  Livingston  county. 
The  father  passed  away  in  1907  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  his 
wife  surviving  him  for  about  three  years,  her  death  occurring  on 
December  26,  1910.  They  are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Black  ceme¬ 
tery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  became  the  parents  of  six  children  of 
whom  one  son,  William,  passed  away  in  infancy.  The  others  are : 
Stella,  the  wife  of  Frank  Wideman,  a  farmer  and  produce  buyer  re¬ 
siding  in  Jamesport,  Missouri;  Frankie  L.,  who  married  Howard 
Harris,  a  farmer  of  Daviess  county;  J.  Vernon,  who  is  assisting  his 
father  with  the  work  of  the  farm;  and  Chester  and  Georgia,  both 
attending  district  school. 

Public-spirited  and  always  interested  in  matters  that  affect  the 
general  welfare,  Mr.  Jackson  has  for  a  number  of  years  done  active 
sendee  as  a  director  of  the  school  board  and  in  that  capacity  has  been 
in  a  position  to  contribute  in  no  mean  way  to  the  general  educational 
advancement  of  this  section.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
democratic  party  and  although  he  is  not  an  office  seeker  he  takes 
decided  issue  on  all  questions  that  come  before  public  decision  and  is 
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well  and  intelligently  informed  upon  the  current  subjects  affecting  the 
public  weal.  His  fraternal  relations  are  confined  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  in  the  local  lodge  of  which  organization  he  is  prominent. 
At  all  times  actuated  by  laudable  ambition,  Mr.  Jackson  has  attained 
to  success  and  occupies  a  position  in  the  agricultural  community  of 
Livingston  county  that  assures  him  of  the  high  regard  and  confidence 
of  all  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


NOAH  S.  WARNER. 

Noah  S.  Warner,  well  known  in  commercial  circles  of  Ludlow, 
Missouri,  as  a  successful  business  man,  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
county,  where  he  was  born  August  25,  1874.  His  parents  were  H. 
C.  and  Emeline  (Ackenback)  Warner,  old  settlers  of  Livingston 
county  and  both  of  German  ancestry.  They  still  make  their  home  on 
the  same  farm  on  which  they  settled  on  coming  to  this  section,  the 
home  place  being  located  near  Ludlow. 

Noah  S.  Warner  acquired  his  education  in  the  Warner  school  in 
Livingston  county  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  laid  aside  his  school¬ 
books  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He 
spent  three  years  on  the  homestead,  so  occupied,  and  then  went  R> 
Indiana,  where  he  was  for  two  years  connected  with  the  butcher 
business.  He  then  spent  thirteen  months  on  the  Indianapolis  police 
force,  subsequent  to  which  period  he  joined  the  United  States  army, 
being  assigned  to  Company  A,  Eighth  Infantry,  and  after  serving 
for  three  years  was  honorably  discharged  as  company  quartermaster 
sergeant.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  returned  to  his  home  near 
Ludlow  and  farmed  for  three  years  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Warner,  in  September,  1901,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matie  E.  Haughton,  and  after  the  ceremony  they  removed  to  Car- 
roll  county  and  there  lived  on  a  farm  until  February,  1904,  at  which 
time  Mrs.  Warner  passed  away,  leaving  one  son,  Russell.  Mr.  War¬ 
ner  then  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  in  Quote,  Car- 
roll  county,  and  success  attended  his  efforts.  He  was  again  married, 

his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Minnie  E.  Caseldine,  of  Carroll 

s 

county,  and  to  them  one  child  was  born,  Melvin  E.  Until  August, 
19 1 1,  he  continued  his  connection  with  mercantile  interests  there  but 
at  that  time  returned  to  Ludlow  and  engaged  in  the  grain  business  and 
is  at  present  erecting  an  elevator  for  public  use  in  connection  with 
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Joseph  and  Elmer  Dusenberry.  While  his  own  prosperity  is  an 
achievement  worthy  of  notice,  his  success  has  been  of  benefit  and 
general  and  practical  value  to  the  community  in  many  ways. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  in  his 
political  belief  followed  the  republican  standard  until  the  split  in  the 
party  occurred,  when  he  chose  to  follow  the  progressive  banner.  He 
thoroughly  believes  in  the  ideals  of  the  new  party  and  is  active  in 
bringing  about  the  realization  of  much  needed  reforms,  showing  his 
interest  while  serving  as  committee  man.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  entire  life  has  been  guided  by  the  most  honorable  principles  and 
his  self-reliance  and  unfaltering  industry,  combined  with  his  integrity, 
constitute  the  salient  features  in  his  success. 


JOHN  H.  PEERY. 

A  valuable  and  highly  productive  farm  of  six  hundred  acres  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  18,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  life  work  of  John  H.  Peery,  who'  in  its  cultivation  at¬ 
tained  a  success  which  places  him  among  the  few  most  successful 
farmers  of  the  neighborhood.  His  property  is  improved  with  a 
handsome  and  commodious  residence  which  Mr.  Peery  himself  has 
erected  and  on  his  farm  can  be  found  extensive  and  high-class  im¬ 
provements  of  all  kinds  and  also  such  equipment  and  machinery  as 
are  considered  indispensable  to  productive  and  intensive  fanning,  as 
it  is  conducted  in  these  modern  days. 

A  native  of  Livingston  county,  Mr.  Peery  was  born  on  the  place 
on  which  he  is  now  residing,  October  29,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  F.  and  Margaret  (Hutchison)  Peery.  The  father  has  valid 
claim  to  the  title  of  pioneer,  having  come  here  in  1838  as  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  the  county  and  becoming  successful  along  agricult¬ 
ural  lines.  Not  only,  however,  was  he  prominent  in  his  occupation 
but  became  a  man  of  public  renown,  being  chosen  by  the  constituents 
of  these  parts  to  the  office  of  state  senator  and  also  representative, 
taking  care  of  the  interests  of  the  county  in  both  houses  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  He  died  in  1865,  offering  up  his  life  as  a  sacrifice  to  his 
patriotism  when  he  fell  in  battle,  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy,  of  which  he  was  a  recruiting  officer.  He  found  his  last 
resting  place  after  an  eventful  and  useful  life  at  Bedford,  Missouri, 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


149 


his  wife  being  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  the  farm  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  The  father  was  a  representative  of  an  old  English  family,  his 
ancestors,  however,  having  come  to  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  at  the 
time  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers. 

John  H.  Peery  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  near 
the  father’s  farm  and  in  his  leisure  moments  assisted  in  the  minor 
duties  upon  the  place,  having,  however,  not  much  opportunity  to  at¬ 
tend  school  on  account  of  the  troublous  times  of  the  Civil  war  and 
the  pioneer  conditions  then  prevailing  in  this  section.  He  fought  in 
the  great  conflict  between  the  north  and  the  south  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy,  which  naturally  received  his  sympathies  on  account  of 
upbringing  and  the  traditions  surrounding  his  youth.  He  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  hotly  contested  battles  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and 
Springfield,  Missouri,  among  many  others  and  distinguished  himself 
by  bravery,  gallantry  and  utter  disregard  of  danger.  Immediately 
after  the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned  home  and  took  charge  of  the 
farm,  taking  the  place  of  his  father,  who  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the 
sanguine  conflict.  Since  that  time  he  has  greatly  improved  his  prop¬ 
erty,  where  he  engages  in  general  farming,  specializing  in  stock- 
raising.  As  the  years  have  passed,  prosperity  has  come  to  him  as  the 
well  merited  result  of  indefatigable  labor,  industry,  energy  and  pro¬ 
gressive  and  productive  methods. 

In  1868  Mr.  Peery  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Crews,  who  passed  away  in  1883  and  is  buried  in  the  family  grave¬ 
yard.  Subsequently,  on  February  18,  1886,  Mr.  Peery  married  at 
Edinburg,  Missouri,  Miss  Florence  Peery,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Archi¬ 
bald  and  Elizabeth  (Kirk)  Peery,  the  former  of  whom  a  well  known 
medical  practitioner  of  Grundy  county,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large 
and  gratifying  patronage.  Of  the  first  union  were  bom :  Stella,  who 
died  and  is  buried  in  the  family  burial  grounds;  Fanny,  the  wife  of 
Jefferson  McCue,  a  farmer  of  Daviess  county;  Mary  M.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Francis,  of  Newton,  Kansas;  William  F.,  a  farmer  of 
this  county ;  and  Grace  Drummond,  residing  at  Kansas  City.  Of  the 
second  marriage  were  born  Ethel,  James  T.  and  Jessie  F.,  all  of 
whom  have  passed  away;  and  John  Roger,  who  is  residing  at  home. 

Mr.  Peery,  however,  has  not  only  become  one  of  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  Livingston  county  but  has  ably  assisted  in  another 
undertaking  that  has  become  of  foremost  importance  to  farmers  of 
this  section,  namely,  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Jamesport, 
Missouri,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  while  he  is  also  a 
stockholder  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  that  place.  His  political  affil- 
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iations  are  with  the  democratic  party,  in  the  principles  of  which  or¬ 
ganization  he  stanchly  believes,  while  his  only  fraternal  relation 
is  with  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons.  Although  nearing  his  seventy- 
second  birthday,  Mr.  Peery  is  still  active  in  the  management  of  his 
extensive  interests,  vigorously  and  heartily  attending  to  the  many 
duties  which  fall  upon  his  shoulders.  A  residence  of  over  seven  dec¬ 
ades  entitles  him  to  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest  native 
sons  in  this  section  of  Livingston  county,  to  whom  many  do  honor  for 
his  attainments  and  those  qualities  of  mind  and  character  which 
made  them  possible. 


BEN  MARLOW. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Livingston  county  there  is  none  of 
whom  she  may  be  more  proud  than  Ben  Marlow,  who  along  agricul¬ 
tural  lines  has  achieved  a  success  that  lifts  him  above  mediocrity. 
Owning  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  on  section  io  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fertile  acres  on  section  3,  Jackson  township,  he  was  born 
on  the  same  place  on  which  he  is  now  residing,  August  7,  1861, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Amanda  (Hutchison)  Marlow,  the 
father  of  our  subject  coming  from  Platte  county,  Missouri,  and  set¬ 
tling  here  in  about  1854,  having  thereby  claim  to  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  earlier  pioneers  of  the  section.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  farmers  in  the  district  and  was  using  methods 
and  ideas  in  his  time  of  which  many  of  his  friends,  contemporaries 
and  neighbors  never  thought.  His  work  resulted  in  making  him  one 
of  the  most  substantial  men  in  the  neighborhood  and  as  he  pros¬ 
pered  he  gradually  became  possessed  of  six  hundred  and  thirteen 
acres  of  land,  all  under  high  cultivation.  Not  only  had  the  father, 
however,  qualities  which  destined  him  for  individual  success  but  he 
was  patriotic  to  the  core  and  when  his  country  called  for  troops  he 
entered  the  United  States  army  as  a  boy  in  1846  and  offered  his 
services  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism  in  the  Mexican  war.  Again 
in  1861  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  under  General  Slack, 
continuing  his  record  of  bravery,  courage  and  patriotic  devotion. 
He  died  June  24,  1911,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and 
found  his  last  resting  place  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery  at  Chillicothe. 
The  parents  reared  a  family  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  turned 
out  to  do  honor  to  the  family  name  and  maintained  the  respect  that 
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is  paid  to  the  name  of  Marlow  wherever  known.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  is  still  residing  in  Jackson  township. 

Ben  Marlow  received  his  fundamental  learning  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  father’s  farm,  leaving  the  school¬ 
room  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  then  assisted  in  the  work  on 
the  home  place,  faithfully  doing  his  duties  and  such  labor  as  was 
assigned  to  him  by  the  father.  Subsequently  he  inherited  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  home  place,  to  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  gave  his  undivided  attention,  his  labors  being  attended  with  such 
success  that  as  a  result  he  was  enabled  to  acquire  additional  land  and 
now  owns  three  hundred  acres  on  section  io  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  on  section  3  of  Jackson  township.  He  engages  in  general 
farming,  raising  such  grains  as  are  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate 
and  making  a  decided  success  in  stock-raising. 

On  February  14,  1899,  Mr.  Marlow  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Spring  Hill,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Gertrude  Piper,  a  daughter  of  M. 
V.  and  Ida  Piper,  who  came  to  this  section  in  1865.  Her  parents  are 
well  and  favorably  known  in  Chillicothe,  where  they  now  reside,  and 
the  father  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marlow  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Claude,  who  is 
attending  school. 

Beside  his  extensive  farming  interests  Mr.  Marlow  has  made 
other  investments,  preferably  in  financial  institutions,  and  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  of  the  People’s  Exchange  Bank  of  Jamesport  and  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Chillicothe.  He  is  a  stanch  democrat,  always 
supporting  the  measures  and  candidates  of  his  party.  A  leading  man 
along  his  line  of  occupation,  Mr.  Marlow  not  only  gives  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  strictly  applied  attention  to  one  thing  brings  success 
but  is  an  example  and  inspiration  for  others  and  has  become  a  force¬ 
ful  and  constructive  factor  in  raising  agricultural  standards  in  the 
section  which  gave  him  birth  and  witnessed  his  success. 


GEORGE  A.  EVANS. 

George  A.  Evans,  a  successful  agriculturist  of  Blue  Mound  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Carmarthenshire,  South  Wales,  in  1865  anc^  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Margaret  (Davis)  Evans,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1897  and  is  buried  near  Dawn,  Missouri,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  resides  with  her  son,  George.  Mr.  Evans  of  this  review 
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acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Wales  and  laid 
aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  order  to  assist  his  father 
with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  continued  thus  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  various  occupations,  working  at  anything  which 
would  bring  him  an  income.  He  was  ambitious,  thrifty  and  ener¬ 
getic  and  gradually  acquired  enough  money  to  pay  his  passage  to 
America  and  to  buy  land  of  his  own.  In  1897  he  settled  in  Living¬ 
ston  county  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  section  10, 
range  25,  Blue  Mound  township,  a  property  upon  which  he  has  since 
resided.  He  has  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation  and  as  the  years 
have  gone  by  has  placed  many  substantial  improvements  upon  the 
farm,  including  fine  barns,  granaries,  a  silo  and  outbuildings.  There 
is  also  a  comfortable  and  commodious  residence  which  Mr.  Evans 
acquired  by  purchase.  He  carries  on  mixed  farming,  harvesting  fine 
crops  of  grain  and  keeping  about  twenty  head  of  cattle  and  seven 
horses.  The  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  property  indicates 
the  supervision  of  a  practical  and  progressive  owner  and  Mr.  Evans 
is  widely  recognized  as  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  agriculturist. 

In  December,  1897,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  Evans,  a  daughter  of  Edward  A.  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Evans, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  at  Dawn.  Mrs. 
Evans  died  June  29,  1912,  leaving  a  son,  Robert,  who  is  now  assist¬ 
ing  his  father.  Mr.  Evans  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party. 
Having  spent  many  years  of  his  active  life  in  Livingston  county,  he 
is  well  and  favorably  known  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  many  friends  and  associates,  for  his  business  methods  and  his 
personal  characteristics  are  such  as  command  the  highest  regard. 


H.  K.  BENSON. 

H.  K.  Benson  is  living  retired  in  Mooresville  after  a  period  of 
close  identification  with  agricultural  interests  of  Livingston 
county,  covering  a  period  of  almost  thirty  years.  He  was  born 
near  Knoxville,  Illinois,  November  11,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  R.  C. 
and  Sallie  J.  (Bradford)  Benson,  the  father  formerly  a  pioneer 
farmer  and  cattle  dealer  of  Knoxville.  The  family  is  of  old  Scotch 
origin  and  was  founded  in  America  by  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  review.  The  father  continued  to  engage  in 
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agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years,  making  his  influence  felt  in 
farming  and  business  circles  and  attaining  a  high  degree  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  prominence.  He  died  in  1900  and  was  survived  by  his 

wife  for  nine  years.  Both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Knoxville, 
Illinois. 

H.  Iv.  Benson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in 
order  to  fight  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Eighth 
Missouri  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  several  hotly  contested  battles 
and  at  the  close  of  hostilities  returned  to  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
where  for  two  years  he  assisted  his  father  with  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  to  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  eighty  of  which  was  improved,  the  remainder  being  timber 
land,  which  by  well  directed  and  practical  labor  he  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  built  a  fine  residence  upon  it,  erected 
barns  and  outbuildings  and  installed  all  the  machinery  and  acces¬ 
sories  necessary  in  the  conduct  of  a  model  farm.  Success  came 
rapidly  as  a  result  of  his  progressive  methods  and  untiring  labor, 
Mr.  Benson  finally  winning  a  competence,  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  retire  from  active  life  in  1896.  He  sold  forty  acres  of  his  farm 
and  rented  the  remaining  eighty  and  purchased  a  house  in  Moores- 
ville,  in  which  he  has  since  resided,  enjoying  in  well  earned  rest 
the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1865,  Mr.  Benson  married,  in  Perci- 
fer  township,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  Miss  Mandana  Elliott,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Elliott,  the  former  a  prominent 
farmer  and  the  owner  of  the  Mooresville  mill.  Both  have  passed 
away  and  are  buried  in  Arkansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children :  Robert,  who  died  in  1906,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two,  and  who  is  buried  at  Longmont,  Colorado;  Harvey, 
who  is  engaged  in  ranching  near  Longmont;  Florence,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  John  J.  Gibeaut,  a  stone  and  cement  contractor  in 
Breckenridge,  Missouri;  Hiram,  a  rural  mail  carrier  residing  in 
Mooresville;  John  T.,  a  rock  worker  in  Breckenridge;  Charles, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Mooresville ;  William  G.,  serving  as  deputy 
postmaster  of  Mooresville;  Sadie,  who  is  connected  with  the 
Mooresville  Telephone  Company  and  who  resides  at  home;  and 
O.  V.,  foreman  of  a  sugar  factory  in  Holly,  Colorado. 

Mr.  Benson  is  a  consistent  republican  in  his  political  beliefs, 
but  while  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  Living- 
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ston  county,  has  never  been  active  as  an  office  seeker.  Having 
spent  almost  fifty  years  of  his  life  in  this  part  of  Missouri,  he  is 
well  and  favorably  known  here  and  has  gained  the  warm  regard 
and  esteem  of  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him. 


THOMAS  R.  LEE. 

Thomas  R.  Lee  owns  and  operates  a  valuable  farm  of  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  in  Monroe  township,  and  his  business  qualifi¬ 
cations,  his  genuine  personal  worth  and  the  success  which  has  at¬ 
tended  his  well  directed  efforts  entitle  him  to  mention  with  the 
representative  citizens  of  Livingston  county.  He  was  born  in 
Cheshire,  England,  September  12,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Robinson)  Lee,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer  all  during 
his  active  life.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native 
country  for  a  number  of  years  and  came  to  America  in  1854,  settling 
in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  several  years.  The 
family  moved  to  Livingston  county  in  1865,  where  he  became  very 
prominent  in  business  circles,  serving  as  president  of  the  Farmers 
National  Bank.  He  held  this  important  and  responsible  position 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven, 
having  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1884.  Both  are 
buried  in  Monroe  cemetery,  Monroe  township. 

Thomas  R.  Lee  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Ludlow  township  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in 
order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  After  three 
years  upon  the  homestead  he  began  his  independent  agricultural 
career.  He  now  owns  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tions  7,  8  and  15,  range  25,  Monroe  township,  and  with  characteristic 
energy  began  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  which  is  today  one  of  the 
finest  agricultural  properties  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lee  has 
made  substantial  improvements  upon  it,  building  a  fine  residence, 
barns  and  outbuildings  and  equipping  the  place  with  all  the  acces¬ 
sories  and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm.  He  carries  on  mixed  farm¬ 
ing,  raising  grain  and  keeping  about  fifteen  head  of  horses,  twenty 
head  of  cattle,  seventy-five  swine  and  six  hundred  head  of  sheep,  his 
stock-raising  interests  constituting  an  important  source  of  his  in¬ 
come.  He  has  in  addition  representative  business  interests  in  Lud¬ 
low,  being  a  director  in  the  Lee  Lumber  Company  and  in  the  Farm- 
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ers  National  Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Central  States  Life 
Insurance  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

In  1873  Mr.  Lee  was  married  near  Ludlow  to  Miss  Sadie  Bryan, 
a  daughter  of  Jefferson  and  Jane  (Bradon)  Bryan,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away  and  are  buried  near  Ludlow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  George  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Livingston  county;  M.  E.,  who'  operates  a  farm  near  Ludlow; 
Carrie,  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Wells,  a  general  merchant  in  Ludlow;  and 
Lizzie,  who  married  M.  Hamblin,  a  farmer  in  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Lee  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
has  made  steady  advancement  in  his  life,  not  only  in  business  affairs 
but  also  in  matters  of  citizenship,  gaining  at  the  same  time  the  favor¬ 
able  regard  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  strength 
of  character,  genial  disposition  and  genuine  worth  and  has  the  un¬ 
qualified  good-will  of  his  fellowmen. 


JAMES  M.  COLE. 

A  well  known  representative  of  agricultural  interests  in  Living¬ 
ston  county  is  James  M.  Cole,  who  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  of  which  eighty  acres  are  located  on  section 
8,  Jackson  township,  and  sixty  in  Cream  Ridge  township.  He  was 
born  in  Jefferson  township,  Grundy  county,  December  12,  1868,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Parker)  Cole,  the  former  a  retired 
agriculturist  who  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  The  father  came 
to  Grundy  county  before  the  Civil  war  and  for  a  time  was  connected 
with  the  state  militia.  He  voted  the  republican  ticket  until  last  year, 
when  he  severed  his  allegiance  with  that  party  and  became  a  pro¬ 
gressive.  The  Cole  family  is  of  Irish  extraction  but  has  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  country  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  James  M.  Cole  attended  dis¬ 
trict  school  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  His  desire  to  see  the  world 
and  acquaint  himself  with  conditions  in  other  parts  induced  him  to 
start  out  for  himself  and  for  six  years  he  traveled  through  various 
states  of  the  Union.  Upon  his  return  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  gave  his  whole  attention  and  by 
incessant  work  and  close  application  was  enabled  to  acquire  the 
means  of  buying  his  present  place  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
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fertile  land,  upon  which  he  pursues  general  farming,  also  specializing 
in  stock-raising,  finding  this  latter  branch  of  his  interests  a  gratifying 
source  of  income. 

On  May  2,  1898,  in  West  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county, 
Mr.  Cole  married  Miss  Mary  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Jos¬ 
ephine  (Cravens)  Stevens.  Her  father  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  highly  esteemed  and  well  known,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  still  residing  in  Jackson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Reta,  who  is  four  years  of  age.  By  politi¬ 
cal  conviction  Mr.  Cole  is  a  republican  and  religiously  the  family 
affiliates  with  the  Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  take  a 
ready  and  helpful  interest,  giving  their  moral  and  material  support 
to  its  local  organization  and  allied  societies.  Industrious  and  enter¬ 
prising,  Mr.  Cole  has  attained  to  a  substantial  position  among  the 
agriculturists  of  Jackson  township  and,  while  he  has  brought  about 
his  individual  success,  has  been  a  force  and  a  factor  in  the  general 
upbuilding  of  this  section.  Public-spirited,  he  takes  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  public  weal  and  gives  his  support  to  all  measures 
and  movements  undertaken  to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  its  people. 


GEORGE  H.  MAST. 

That  this  is  the  land  of  opportunity  for  foreign  or  native-born 
alike  is  evidenced  in  the  career  of  George  H.  Mast,  who  as  a  boy 
in  his  teens  came  from  Germany  with  his  parents  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  located 
on  section  19,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  being  considered 
one  of  the  substantial  men  among  the  agriculturists  of  this  section. 
Mr.  Mast  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  September  20,  1843, 
and  came  here  in  1871  from  Ohio.  He  is  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Mast,  the  former  of  whom  passed  away  in  Ohio  and  is  buried 
in  the  Irvell  cemetery  in  Muskingum  county,  that  state.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  Germany  before  the  family  left  for  the  new  world 
and  found  her  last  resting  place  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 

Mr.  Mast  received  his  education  partly  in  Germany  and  partly 
in  Nashport,  Ohio,  laying  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Up  to  that  time  he  remained  with  his  father  but  subsequently 
obtained  work  among  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity  and  remained  so 
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employed  until  he  came  to  Missouri  in  1871  and  settled  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  upon  which  he  is  now  residing.  When  he  came  here  the  land 
was  but  a  wilderness  and  it  took  all  his  energy,  industry  and  patience 
to  clear  his  property  from  timber  and  brush,  bring  the  same  under  the 
plow  and  gradually  develop  from  prairie  land  a  productive  farm. 
When  he  first  settled  here  he  acquired  forty  acres  of  land  and  as  the 
same  gradually  became  bearing  and  brought  him  returns,  increased 
his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  on  which  he  engages  in  general  fanning  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing.  He  has  erected  a  handsome  residence  on  his  land  and  made  a 
number  of  valuable  improvements,  instituting  such  machinery  and 
equipment  as  is  considered  indispensable  to  up-to-date  agriculture. 
Persevering  and  industrious,  he  never  let  up  in  his  efforts  until  he 
now  owns  one  of  the  finest  properties  in  this  section  of  Livingston 
county. 

At  Nashport,  Ohio,  on  January  18,  1866,  Mr.  Mast  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Melinda  Eichhom,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Rosina  Eichhom,  both  of  whom  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the 
Frazeysburg  cemetery  in  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mast  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  Nellie  died  in  infancy  and  found 
burial  in  the  Curtis  graveyard  in  Sampsell  township,  this  county. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are:  Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  children  and  finding  his 
last  resting  place  in  Mount  Olive  cemetery  in  Sampsell  township; 
Mary  C.,  who  resides  at  home;  Katie,  the  wife  of  Richard  Hargrave, 
a  farmer  in  Jackson  township;  John  M.,  who  follows  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Jackson  county,  Oregon;  George  E.,  who  also  follows  that 
occupation  in  Irving,  Oregon;  R.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Alfred 
Dryden,  a  farmer  in  Sampsell  township;  Harvey  J.,  an  agriculturist 
of  Henry  county,  Missouri;  Scott  W.,  who  also  follows  that  occupa¬ 
tion  in  Jackson  township;  Ira  D.,  farming  in  Pawnee  county,  Kansas; 
and  Melinda,  at  home. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  the  advent  of  George  H.  Mast 
in  Livingston  county  has  not  only  been  the  beginning  of  a  successful 
career  for  himself  but  has  been  of  value  in  the  general  advancement 
along  agricultural  lines,  for  he  has  been  instrumental  in  raising  agri¬ 
cultural  standards  here  and  has  improved  upon  methods,  thereby 
becoming  a  constructive  factor  in  building  up  the  district.  His  suc¬ 
cess  must  be  largely  attributed  to  his  unceasing  industry  and  energy 
in  carrying  to  fruition  every  undertaking,  his  thrift  and  frugality 
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and,  last  but  not  least,  to  the  assistance  of  his  faithful  helpmate,  who 
shared  with  him  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  as  the  head  of  the 
household  helped  to  make  possible  the  prosperity  Mr.  Mast  is  now 
enjoying. 


GEORGE  H.  BASSETT. 

The  agricultural  history  of  Livingston  county  would  be  incom¬ 
plete  without  prominent  mention  of  George  H.  Bassett,  who  owns  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  township,  constituting 
two  tracts,  one  comprising  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  the  other 
forty  acres.  A  comparatively  recent  arrival,  coming  to  Livingston 
county  in  1901,  Mr.  Bassett  has  quickly  demonstrated  his  ability  as 
agriculturist  and  has  attained  a  success  in  a  few  years  which  takes 
many  a  lifetime  to  encompass.  Born  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  May  18, 
1858,  he  is  a  son  of  Elias  and  Jane  (Lilly)  Bassett,  the  father  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  Bassett  were 
nine  children,  of  whom  Francis  and  Robert  died  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  others  are:  Horton,  a  farmer  in  Nebraska;  Fanny,  who  became 
the  wTife  of  D.  W.  McCutcheon  and  has  passed  away  and  is  buried 
at  Scottville,  Mitchell  county,  Kansas;  Obed  E.,  an  agriculturist  of 
Farnhamville,  Calhoun  county,  Iowa;  George  H.,  of  this  review; 
Oliver,  a  farmer  of  Wichita,  Kansas;  Albert,  who  resides  at  Colorado 
Springs,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  live  stock  business;  and  Walter, 
a  farmer  of  Mercer  county,  Missouri.  Elias  Bassett  died  in  1873  and 
is  buried  at  Leon,  Iowa,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  in  death  when 
our  subject  was  only  three  weeks  old  and  found  her  last  resting  place 
at  Decorah,  Iowa. 

George  H.  Bassett  received  his  education  in  Decatur  county,  Iowa, 
attending  school  there  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Kansas,  where  he  made  his  home  with  his  sister  and  subse¬ 
quently  became  a  mail  carrier  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  working 
for  one  summer  in  that  capacity.  He  next  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for 
eleven  years,  acquiring  during  that  time  by  thrift  and  industry  the 
means  which  enabled  him  to  establish  himself  independently  on 
rented  land,  following  farming  in  that  way  for  another  period  of 
eleven  years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  the  owner  of  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  property  and  where  he  pursues  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  Since  locating  upon  the  farm  here  he  has  made  a 
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number  of  substantial  improvements  and  instituted  equipment  which 
has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his  property. 

On  January  i,  1883,  Mr.  Bassett  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Fre¬ 
mont  county,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Grace  A.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
H.  Baker  of  the  same  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassett  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children:  Arthur  M.,  who  died  November  16,  1909,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years;  Alice,  the  wife  of  T.  F.  Ervin,  an  agri¬ 
culturist  of  Kechi,  Kansas;  Fanny  E.,  a  graduate  of  the  grade  school, 
at  home;  and  Francis  R.  and  Florence  J.,  both  still  attending  school. 
On  November  6,  1908,  Mrs.  Bassett  passed  away,  deeply  mourned 
by  her  family,  her  death  causing  widespread  regret  among  her  many 
friends,  who  highly  esteemed  her  for  her  many  rare  qualities  of  char¬ 
acter  and  of  heart  and  mind. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Bassett  is  a  republican,  giving  his  un¬ 
qualified  support  to  the  measures  and  candidates  of  that  party.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  connected  with  the  blue  lodge  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  The  religious 
faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Christian  church,  the  services  of 
which  they  regularly  attend  and  in  the  work  of  which  they  take 
an  active  and  helpful  interest.  Mr.  Bassett  is  highly  esteemed 
wherever  known  and  best  esteemed  where  best  known  as  a  man  of 
his  word  and  a  man  of  character.  Entirely  through  his  own  efforts 
and  overcoming  hardships  and  obstacles,  he  has  worked  himself  up  to 
an  independent  financial  position  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
substantial  agriculturists  of  Jackson  township  and  a  man  worthy 
of  confidence  and  good-will. 


S.  F.  SHIELDS. 

S.  F.  Shields,  cultivating  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section 
14,  Monroe  township,  is  a  native  of  Carroll  county,  born  on  April 
9,  1870,  his  parents  being  John  W.  and  Martha  (Dooley)  Shields, 
who  reside  at  Ludlow.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Carroll  county  and  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
laid  aside  his  books  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
farm.  He  spent  five  years  upon  the  homestead  and  then  began  his 
independent  agricultural  career,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  all  of 
his  time  and  attention.  He  now  cultivates  seven  hundred  acres,  well 
improved,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  of  which  he  owns,  the 
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rest  being  rented  land.  He  does  mixed  farming,  harvesting  every 
year  abundant  crops  of  grain  and  keeping  thirty  horses,  one  hun¬ 
dred  head  of  cattle  and  about  one  hundred  swine.  A  glance  at  the 
neat  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place  indicates  the  careful 
supervision  and  practical  methods  of  the  owner,  who  is  classed  with 
the  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Livingston  county. 

Mr.  Shields  married,  at  Braymer,  on  May  8,  1901,  Miss  Ida 
Spaulding,  a  daughter  of  Otis  and  Rebecca  (Cox)  Spaulding,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  1901  and  is  buried  in  Monroe  cemetery,  near 
Ludlow.  His  widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter. 

Mr.  Shields  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs  although  never  as  an  office 
seeker.  He  is  ever  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and 
is  a  progressive  citizen  and  public-spirited  man  as  well  as  an  enter¬ 
prising  farmer.  All  who  know  him  esteem  and  respect  him  and  his 
circle  of  friends  in  this  county  is  an  extensive  one. 


JOHN  C.  STONE. 

John  C.  Stone  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  agricultural 
circles  in  Livingston  county  as  one  of  the  largest  landed  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Green  township.  He  owns  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
acres  of  fertile  land  on  sections  30  and  31,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  timber  land  on  sections  18  and  19  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  on  section  25,  in  all  five  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Livingston  county  and  one  of  its 
early  pioneers,  having  not  only  been  an  interested  witness  of  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  but  a  helpful  and  cooperant  factor  in 
the  general  advancement  and  development.  He  was  born  in 
Utica,  Missouri,  January  17,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Susanne  (Stover)  Stone.  John  Stone,  the  father,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  country,  having  come  here  in  1837. 
He,  to  a  large  extent,  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  good-will  of  his 
contemporaries  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  public 
capacities,  among  which  was  that  of  judge  of  the  county  court. 
All  his  life  he  was  an  ardent  democrat  and  supported  the  principles 
of  this  party.  He  died  in  1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  his  wife  preceding  him  in  1886,  and  both  are  buried  in  the 
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Stone  graveyard.  The  family  is  of  old  English  origin,  early  an¬ 
cestors  coming  from  the  mother  country  to  Virginia  in  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  century  and  several  of  them  figuring  prominently  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

John  C.  Stone  attended  the  public  schools  of  Utica  in  the 
acquirement  of  an  education  and  left  his  lessons  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  However,  he  attended  in  the  wintertime  only  and 
during  the  summer  months  helped  on  his  father’s  farm,  on  which 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  years  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  Following  modern  and  progressive  methods,  he  has  de¬ 
veloped  his  property  to  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  section 
and  has  added  thereto  as  his  means  allowed  him.  He  has  made 
many  valuable  improvements  in  the  buildings  on  the  farm  and 
largely  added  to  its  general  equipment. 

On  November  29,  1866,  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Eliza  Harper,  a  daughter  of  John  -S.  and  Juliet  (Butts) 
Harper.  The  father  followed  general  mercantile  pursuits  during 
all  his  life.  He  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  1838  and  wherever  known 
much  liked  and  highly  esteemed.  His  political  faith  was  that  of 
the  democratic  party.  He  died  in  1908,  at  the  remarkable  age  of 
ninety  years,  his  wife  preceding  him  in  1884,  and  both  found  their 
last  resting  place  in  the  Utica  cemetery.  The  Harper  family  is 
an  old  English  one,  coming  to  this  country  at  an  early  day,  and 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Stone,  Thomas  Butts,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons:  Charles,  an  agriculturist,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  a  family;  William,  a  rural  mail  carrier  residing  at 
home;  and  Harry  B.,  a  harness  maker  at  Lanesboro,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Stone  s  political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party 
and  as  he  is  always  public-spirited  and  willing  to  render  service 
when  called  upon,  he  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  township  clerk 
and  also  township  assessor,  discharging  his  duties  in  these  capac¬ 
ities  with  circumspection  and  ability.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  deeply  interested  in  the  activities  of  this  organ¬ 
ization.  His  fraternal  relations  are  confined  to  the  blue  lodge 
of  Masons.  Mr.  Stone  has  made  a  highly  creditable  record  along 
agricultural  lines  in  this  section,  his  course  being  marked  by  steady 
progress  gained  through  ready  utilization  of  opportunities  as  they 
have  presented  themselves,  and  his  industry  and  energy  have 
found  substantial  reward  in  a  most  gratifying  degree  of  prosperity. 
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He  is  highly  esteemed  in  this  locality  for  his  sterling  traits  of  char¬ 
acter,  which  have  won  him  the  regard  and  confidence  of  all  who 
have  come  in  contact  with  him.  Having  been  born  in  this  county 
over  seventy-four  years  ago,  he  has  witnessed  the  wonderful 
transformation  that  has  occurred  as  pioneer  conditions  have  given 
way  before  the  onward  march  of  civilization. 


EVERETT  ALLEN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Everett  Allen  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Livingston 
county  as  an  able  practicing  physician  and  also  as  an  agriculturist, 
owning  a  farm  known  as  Prairie  View  Farm  in  Jackson  township,  on 
sections  25  and  36,  comprising  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  and  a  half 
acres.  A  native  of  this  county,  he  was  born  October  1,  1868,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  W.  and  Martha  (Turner)  Allen,  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  James  Turner,  a  pioneer  minister  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  church. 
William  W.  Allen  passed  away  February  27,  1913,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Galena  (Kansas)  cemetery,  his  wife  preceding  him  in  death, 
on  January  22,  1884,  finding  her  last  resting  place  at  Galena,  Kansas. 

Everett  Allen  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  Potter 
school  and  subsequently  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Galena, 
Kansas.  Of  studious  mind  and  having  a  decided  preference  for  a 
professional  career,  he  concluded  to  take  up  medicine  as  his  life  work 
and  for  that  purpose  matriculated  in  the  University  Medical  College 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  receiving  his  degree  of  M.  D.  from  that 
institution  in  1899.  He  first  took  up  his  practice  at  Hickory  Creek, 
Grundy  county,  Missouri,  remaining  there  for  nine  years  and  build¬ 
ing  up  an  extensive  and  gratifying  practice,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
period  removed  to  Trenton,  Missouri,  before  he  came  to  his  present 
location  where  he  has  since  been  following  his  profession  with  great 
success.  Ever  careful  in  his  diagnosis,  he  decides  quickly  after  he 
comes  to  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  a  case  and  has  done  much  valuable 
work  in  this  vicinity.  As  his  reputation  has  increased  he  has  become 
more  and  more  popular  and  today  his  practice  is  not  only  representa¬ 
tive  but  extensive. 

On  March  6,  1889,  Dr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jackson 
township,  Livingston  county,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Varney,  a  daughter  of 
W.  H.  and  Lucinda  J.  (Boone)  Varney,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer 
of  this  county  who  died  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  November  25,  1912, 
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at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  is  buried  in  Brassfield  ceme¬ 
tery.  The  Varney  family  is  an  old  and  distinguished  American  one 
and  has  been  prominent  in  various  sections  of  the  United  States. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  the  parents  of  two  sons :  William  W.,  Jr.,  a 

graduate  of  the  Chillicothe  high  school ;  and  Fred,  who  is  a  student  at 
that  institution. 

Although  the  Doctor’s  attention  is  largely  taken  up  by  his  pro¬ 
fessional  duties  he  has  sufficient  time  to  devote  to  his  attractive  prop¬ 
erty  which  by  careful  and  progressive  methods  he  has  transformed 
into  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Livingston  county,  making 
such  improvements  and  instituting  such  equipment  as  he  deems  essen¬ 
tial  to  up-to-date  and  profitable  agriculture.  In  his  political  faith  he 
is  a  democrat  and  gives  his  unfaltering  support  to  that  party.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  belongs  to  the  Masons,  being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge, 
and  exemplifying  in  his  life  the  beneficent  principles  of  that  order. 
Along  professional  lines  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grundy  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies,  through  the  medium  of  which  he  keeps  in 
contact  with  his  brethren  of  the  profession,  enjoying  discussions 
with  them  on  the  latest  methods  and  discoveries  in  the  world  of  medi¬ 
cal  science.  Honored  and  esteemed,  Dr.  Allen  is  a  forceful  factor  in 
the  element  of  progress  in  the  vicinity  and  his  labors  along  pro¬ 
fessional  as  well  as  agricultural  lines  not  only  redound  to  his  own 
benefit  but  contribute  in  a  material  way  to  the  general  welfare. 


J.  WILLIAM  WALLS. 

Owner  of  a  highly  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  on  section  6,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  J.  William 
Walls,  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family,  has  not  only  made 
a  creditable  record  in  attaining  to  prosperity  but  also  has  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  official  life  in  the  affairs  of  his  township.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  having  been  born  in  the  same  section  and  township  in 
which  he  now  lives,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  December  26,  1854. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Nickerson)  Walls,  the  father  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Livingston  county,  coming  here  at  a  time  when 
primitive  conditions  yet  prevailed  and  Indians  were  quite  often  in 
evidence  in  this  neighborhood,  having  their  camping  grounds  on  and 
near  the  Grand  river.  Wild  game  was  still  plentiful  in  these  parts  and 
often  furnished  the  meat  for  the  table.  After  he  settled  on  his 
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land  he  cleared  the  same  from  brush  and  forest,  put  it  under  the  plow, 
acre  by  acre,  and  gradually  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
As  the  years  passed  his  labors  were  rewarded  with  gratifying  results 
and  he  became  prosperous.  Well  known  in  the  neighborhood  he  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
in  1897  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  his  wife  having  preceded  him 
in  death,  passing  away  on  September  7,  1884.  Both  are  buried  in 
the  family  graveyard  on  the  farm  on  which  they  first  settled.  The 
Walls  family  is  one  of  old  standing  in  Livingston  county  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  have  resided  in  the  United  States  for  several  hundred  years. 

J.  William  Walls  received  his  education  in  the  district  school  near 
his  father’s  farm  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  although 
he  had  during  that  time  assisted  his  father  in  his  work  on  the  home 
place  during  the  summer  months.  He  remained  there  until  his 
mother’s  death,  having,  however,  previously,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  own  which  formed  the 
nucleus  of  his  present  holdings.  Since  the  mother’s  demise  the  father 
has  made  his  home  with  our  subject.  As  success  attended  the  labors 
of  J.  William  Walls  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  holdings  and 
gradually  acquired  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention, 
engaging  in  general  farming  and  also  giving  considerable  of  his  time 
to  stock-raising,  gaining  gratifying  success  in  the  latter  branch  of  his 
business.  Mr.  Walls  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his  property 
by  making  suitable  and  substantial  improvements,  including  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  has  also  erected  a  handsome  residence  thereon,  mod- 
ernly  equipped  and  comfortably  furnished. 

On  September  25,  1889,  Mr.  Walls  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Annie  M.  Ramsey,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Linnie  M.  (Wingo) 
Ramsey,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  well  known  settler  and  a  man  of 
prominence,  having  held  many  public  positions  including  that  of  tax 
collector  of  the  township.  He  passed  away  in  December,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  on  the  30th  of 
January,  1895,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Ramsey  family  graveyard.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  were 
highly  esteemed  and  well  known  in  this  section  and  enjoyed  the  high 
regard  of  their  many  friends  and  neighbors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walls 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
while  the  son  living  is  J.  O.,  attending  school.  Mr.  Walls’  political 
affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party  and  for  two  terms  he  has 
served  in  the  capacity  of  township  clerk  while  he  has  also  held  the 
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position  of  clerk  of  the  board  of  education.  The  religious  faith  of 
the  family  is  that  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  Mr.  Walls  being  a 
member  of  that  church,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  its 
local  organization.  Frugal  and  industrious,  he  has  with  the  able 
assistance  of  his  faithful  wife  attained  to  a  substantial  position  and  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  Jackson  township  as  a  man  of  character, 
esteemed  as  well  for  the  material  progress  he  has  made  as  for  the 
qualities  which  have  made  his  success  possible. 


JAMES  C.  MAXWELL. 

Struggling  against  adverse  conditions  and  finding  his  way  over 
obstacles,  James  C.  Maxwell  has  become  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  where  he  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  30.  Coming 
to  this  locality  in  1890,  he  was  born  in  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  July 
6,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  N.  and  Emily  J.  (Hamilton)  Maxwell. 
The  father  came  from  Tazewell  county,  Virginia,  to  Grundy  county, 
Missouri,  in  i860.  He  was  well  known  in  the  sections  where  he 
made  his  home  and  highly  respected,  passing  away  August  19,  1912, 
being  buried  in  Antioch  cemetery,  in  Grundy  county.  His  wife,  who 
survives,  now  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Jane  Buzzard,  in  Living¬ 
ston  county,  our  subject  having  taken  care  of  his  parents  for  the 
past  five  years.  They  had  eight  children,  Jane,  Annie,  Elbe,  Livie, 
Emma,  Mary,  Stella  and  James  C.  The  family  is  of  old  English  ori¬ 
gin,  having  come  to  this  country  at  an  early  day. 

James  C.  Maxwell  acquired  his  education  in  an  old  log  school- 
house  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father’s  place,  laying  aside  his  text¬ 
books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  as  instruction  was  not  of  the  best 
and  the  schoolhouse,  itself,  in  poor  condition.  He  subsequently 
worked  out,  seeking  employment  along  any  line  in  which  he  could 
make  an  honest  dollar,  and  it  often  took  him  three  days  to'  earn  that 
amount.  He  so  worked  in  various  employments  until  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  he  married  and  subsequent  thereto'  again  worked  out  as 
a  farm  hand  for  a  few  years,  after  which,  having  secured  the  means 
by  thrift  and  industry,  he  rented  a  farm  until  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  land.  To  this  he  gave  his  assiduous  attention  and  as  his  returns 
increased  purchased  another  forty  acre  tract.  Making  four  hundred 
dollars  on  his  first  tract  and  doubling  his  investment  on  his  second, 
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he  disposed  of  his  property  and  bought  his  present  farm  in  October, 
1906,  where  he  has  since  been  following  general  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  stock-raising.  He  has  built  two  substantial  barns  on  the 
farm  and  has  made  other  important  improvements  and  instituted 
essential  equipment,  thereby  increasing  the  value  of  his  property. 

On  March  23,  1883,  Mr.  Maxwell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Annie  (Stitth)  Robin¬ 
son,  the  former  a  farmer  who  had  come  from  Tennessee  to  Grundy 
county.  Both  parents  of  Mrs.  Maxwell  are  deceased  and  are  buried 
in  Bethel  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  are  the  parents  of  four 
children  of  whom  Maudie  died  at  the  age  of  five  years  and  is  buried 
in  the  Bethel  cemetery.  Orville  is  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  Bertha  and  Ruby  are  both  attending  school,  making 
their  home  with  their  parents. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Maxwell  is  a  democrat  and  takes 
an  intelligent  and  lively  interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  questions  of  the  locality.  Deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation,  he  has  for  a  number  of  years  served  successfully  as  a  director 
of  the  school  board  and  has  also  filled  efficiently  the  position  of  road 
supervisor.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  to  which  he  gives  his  material  and  moral  support. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Camp  No.  4176,  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  while  his  son,  Orville,  is  also  a  Modern  Woodman,  affil¬ 
iated  with  Camp  No.  3834.  A  self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  Mr.  Maxwell  is  highly  esteemed  for  the  position  which  he  has 
attained  and  his  inherent  qualities  which  have  made  that  attainment 
possible.  Popular  and  well  liked,  he  has  many  friends  in  this  section 
who  regard  him  with  good-will  and  confidence. 


JAMES  H.  COLE. 

Among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Jackson  township,  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  there  is  no  man  more  worthy  of  mention  than  James 
H.  Cole,  who  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  sections  17,  20  and  30.  He  was  born  in  Grundy  county,  Missouri, 
November  14,  1862,  a  son  of  Melzar  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Gee)  Cole, 
the  father  one  of  the  early  Missouri  pioneers,  coming  to  this  state 
from  Indiana  about  1840.  He  passed  away  on  July  5,  1881,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  nearly  thirty 
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years  later  in  October,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  both 
are  buried  in  the  Coon  Creek  cemetery  northwest  of  Edinburg, 
Grundy  county. 

Mr.  Cole  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Grundy 
county  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  early 
period  in  his  life  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
becoming  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  and  details  of  agriculture 
under  his  able  guidance,  and  was  so  employed  at  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  which  occurred  when  our  subject  was  eighteen  years 
of  age.  However,  he  kept  on  working  along  agricultural  lines  and, 
renting  property,  he  thus,  though  a  mere  boy,  supported  his  mother 
from  that  time  until  her  demise.  He  remained  upon  rented  land  until 
by  thrift  and  industry  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  forty  acres  and 
later  inheriting  from  another  source  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
he  was  soon  able  to  buy  the  remainder  of  the  land  which  makes  up  the 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he  now  owns.  He  follows  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  gives  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising  and  has 
made  substantial  improvements  upon  the  place.  The  residence 
thereon,  however,  had  previously  been  built  by  his  wife’s  father. 

In  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  on  October  13,  1895,  Mr. 
Cole  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Pawpaw,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Kessler)  Pawpaw,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county.  He  was  for  a  short  time  in  California,  having  fol¬ 
lowed  the  irresistible  lure  of  the  west  during  the  days  of  1849.  He 
subsequently  returned  and  became  very  well  known  in  Livingston 
county.  Here  he  died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  his  wife 
preceding  him  in  death  in  1890,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Kessler 
family  cemetery  in  Jackson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Roy,  Joseph,  and  James  F.,  attending  dis¬ 
trict  school;  and  A.  Ruth,  three  years  of  age. 

A  man  of  progressive  tendencies,  Mr.  Cole  has  always  taken  inter¬ 
est  in  matters  of  public  importance  and  especially  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion  has  found  favor  in  his  eye,  having  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  school  director.  He  is  also  responsible  for  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  that  have  been  made  on  roads  in  the  county  and  filled  the  office 
of  road  supervisor  with  efficiency.  Interested  in  political  matters  that 
affect  the  state  and  nation,  he  votes  the  democratic  ticket.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  are  confined  to  membership  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  A  man  of  many  high  qualities  of  mind  and 
character,  Mr.  Cole  has  made  many  friends  in  this  section  and  has  won 
the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
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tact.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated  by  laudable  ambition,  and  his 
aggressive  spirit  has  carried  him  to  success,  but  while  it  has  brought 
him  his  own  financial  independence  it  has  been  of  value  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  and  district  as  thereby  he  has  added  to  the  resources  of  the  county 
and  has  become  a  constructive  factor  in  the  development  and  advance¬ 
ment  enjoyed  by  the  present  generation. 


HOMER  J.  KESLER. 

One  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  agricultural  interests  in 
Livingston  county  is  Homer  J.  Kesler,  who  in  partnership  with  his 
mother  owns  a  valuable  fanning  property  of  eight  hundred  and  sev¬ 
enty  acres  located  on  sections  16,  20  and  21,  Jackson  township.  A 
native  of  Livingston  county,  he  was  born  on  the  place  on  which  he  is 
now  residing,  September  1,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  John  R.  and  Alice 
(Rose)  Kesler.  The  paternal  grandfather  had  the  distinction  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  first  settler  in  this  section.  The  father  was  an  industrious 
and  energetic  man,  attaining  remarkable  success  along  agricultural 
lines  and  enjoying  the  esteem  and  regard  of  his  neighbors  and  con¬ 
temporaries.  He  passed  away  June  10,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  greatly  mourned  by  his  family  and  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
and  found  a  last  resting  place  in  Bethel  cemetery,  Jackson  township. 
The  maternal  grandfather  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1846  when 
pioneer  conditions  yet  prevailed  and  most  of  the  land  was  wild 
prairie.  He  was  one  of  the  early  doctors  in  the  vicinity  and  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  an  old  English  family,  members  of  which  had  made  their 
home  in  this  section  for  over  a  century.  Minnie,  a  sister  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  is  the  wife  of  Ira  G.  Hedrick,  who  makes  his  home  in  Green 
township.  More  extended  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedrick 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Homer  J.  Kesler  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  attended 
the  public  schools  near  his  father’s  farm  in  the  acquirement  of  his 
education,  subsequently  taking  a  course  at  the  Chillicothe  Normal 
School,  which  institution  he  left  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Since 
that  time  he  has  remained  on  the  home  farm  where  he  engages  in 
mixed  farming  and  also  quite  extensively  in  stock-raising.  Follow¬ 
ing  progressive  methods  and  being  industrious  and  energetic,  he  has 
succeeded  in  making  his  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  extent 
in  the  county,  also  one  of  the  most  valuable  therein.  He  and  his 
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father  made  all  of  the  improvements  and  erected  a  number  of  build¬ 
ings  of  the  most  modern  type  and  style  to  suit  their  requirements. 
Our  subject  also  introduced  all  such  equipment  and  machinery  as  is 
considered  essential  to  intensified  farming  and  thereby  has  greatly 
enhanced  the  productivity  of  his  land  and  increased  the  value  of  his 
property. 

On  October  15,  1908,  Mr.  Kesler  was  united  in  marriage  at  Hick¬ 
ory,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Alice  Laird,  a  daughter  of  S.  H.  and  Mary 
A.  (Robertson)  Laird,  the  former  a  pioneer  settler  of  Grundy  and 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Laird  passed  away  and  found 
burial  in  the  Bratton  cemetery,  while  her  husband  now  lives  retired 
at  Hickory,  Missouri,  where  he  is  greatly  respected  and  highly 
esteemed  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

Mr.  Kesler  in  his  political  affiliations  is  a  democrat  and  although 
his  extensive  interests  have  prevented  him  from  aspiring  to  public 
office  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  issues  of  the  day  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  public  matters  affecting  this  section.  Aside  from  his  large 
farming  interests  he  is  an  important  factor  in  the  financial  life  of 
Jamesport,  Missouri,  serving  as  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
of  that  place.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons  and  the 
Odd  Fellows,  being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge  of  the  former  body. 
Industrious,  energetic,  aggressive,  Mr.  Kesler  has  not  only  attained 
individual  success  but  has  been  constructive  in  developing  agricultural 
standards  of  worth  and  merit  which  have  generally  benefited  Living¬ 
ston  county.  A  forceful  element  in  the  community,  he  is  entitled  to  a 
great  deal  of  credit  lor  the  development  and  advancement  that  have 
here  taken  place. 


GEORGE  A.  BAKER. 

The  substantial  position  which  George  A.  Baker  occupies  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Livingston  county  must  be  largely  attributed  to 
his  industry  and  his  good  judgment  in  estimating  land  values  He 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  three  acres  are  located  in  Grundy  county  and  ninety  in 
Livingston  county  on  section  5,  Jackson  township.  He  came  to  this 
county  in  December,  1905.  He  was  born  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
November  18,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Matildia  (Sandford) 
Baker,  the  father  a  pioneer  agriculturist  of  Iowa  where  he  passed 
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away  in  September,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  his  wife 
following  him  in  death  about  four  years  later  in  July,  1908,  at  about 
the  same  age.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  lot  near  Hamburg,  Iowa. 

George  A.  Baker  attended  the  district  school  in  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  laying  aside  his  school-books,  however,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  For  a  time  he  remained  at  home,  making  himself  useful  on  the 
farm  and  assisting  his  father  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then 
rented  land  for  eight  years  and  by  energy,  industry  and  thrift  accumu¬ 
lated  his  earnings  and  started  in  by  buying  three  acres  of  land  and 
renting  fifty,  purchasing,  three  years  later,  another  twenty  acres 
which  he  held  for  five  years.  He  then  sold  his  combined  holdings  to 
such  advantage  that  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty  acres  and 
lived  on  that  land  for  two  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  bought 
ninety  acres  which  is  part  of  the  property  on  which  he  now  makes  his 
home.  Six  years  later  his  means  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  was  able  to  buy  the  balance  of  the  land  which  is  now  his  property 
and  where  he  engages  in  general  farming,  specializing  along  lines  of 
stock-raising.  Mr.  Baker  since  locating  on  his  farm  here  has  entirely 
remodeled  his  residence  and  outbuildings  and  made  a  number  of  other 
improvements  that  have  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  farm. 

I11  Sidney,  Iowa,  on  September  20,  1891,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Mortimore,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Beulah 
Etta  (Conkle)  Mortimore,  the  father  a  native  of  Iowa  and  a  success¬ 
ful  agriculturist.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Baker  passed  away  in  1889 
and  is  buried  in  the  Zion  church  cemetery  near  Riverton,  Iowa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baker  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children  of  whom  Elmer 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months  and  another  in  infancy.  The 
others  are:  Eva  M.,  residing  at  home;  James  A.,  who  assists  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm;  and  Albert  B.,  Matildia  J.,  Beulah  E., 
Rosell,  Roy  A.,  Chester  and  Theodore,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  and 
attending  school. 

Public-spirited,  Mr.  Baker  has  always  been  interested  in  such 
matters  as  concern  the  general  public  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
served  with  efficiency  as  a  school  director  of  his  district.  His  politi¬ 
cal  views  are  those  of  the  republican  party  and  religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  to  which  he  gives  his  material  and 
moral  support.  A  man  of  rare  ability  in  judging  agricultural  land 
values,  he  made  investments  which  have  returned  to  him  a  handsome 
profit  and  have  helped  him  along  on  the  road  to  success.  However 
the  main  factors  in  bringing  about  his  achievements  have  been  his 
industry,  his  energy  and  his  incessant  vigilance  in  looking  after  the 
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details  of  his  farm  work.  Another  great  concession  must  be  made 
to  Mrs.  Baker  who  always  has  ably  stood  at  the  side  of  her  husband 
and  in  no  inconsiderable  way  helped  to  make  possible  his  financial 
independence. 


SQUIRE  M.  GEE. 

A  native  of  Livingston  county  and  a  resident  of  this  section  for 
over  seventy-four  years,  Squire  M.  Gee  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  of  this  county,  his  father  having  come  here  at  a  time  when  the 
country  was  still  in  its  primitive  state  of  wilderness.  Our  subject, 
himself  having  lived  here  from  pioneer  times  to  the  present  days  of 
modern  civilization,  has  not  only  been  a  witness  to  the  wonderful 
changes  that  have  transformed  the  virgin  land  into  fertile  fields  but 
has  been  a  helpful  and  important  factor  in  the  process.  By  industry 
and  energy  as  well  as  progressiveness  he  has  attained  to  financial  suc¬ 
cess  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  of  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm  comprising  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  on  sections  i,  25,  4  and  24. 

Born  December  29,  1838,  he  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Anne  (Doc¬ 
kery)  Gee,  the  father  coming  here  during  the  frontier  days.  He  took 
up  a  land  claim  and  set  to  work  to  develop  his  property  by  clearing  it 
of  brush  and  timber  and  gradually  bringing  it  under  the  plow  through 
incessant  and  patient  labor.  When  he  settled  here  in  the  virgin  for¬ 
est  Indians  still  roamed  freely  about  and  plentiful  were  the  wild  ani¬ 
mals  which  often  furnished  the  meat  for  the  table.  The  father  passed 
away  in  1895,  respected  and  venerated  as  one  of  the  first  settlers,  hav¬ 
ing  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  his  wife  following  him  in 
death  in  1900  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Both  received  the  high¬ 
est  respect  from  all  who  knew  them  and  stood  high  in  the  estimation 
of  their  friends  and  neighbors.  They  found  their  last  resting  place 
in  Shelburn  cemetery,  in  Jefferson  township,  Grundy  county.  The 
family  originally  was  Scotch  and  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  this 
country  some  of  its  members  left  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  and 
settled  in  Tennessee,  from  which  state  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  William  Gee,  enlisted  for  service  in  the  War  of  1812  and  vali¬ 
antly  fought  under  General  Jackson,  holding  the  commission  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  American  ranks. 
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Squire  M.  Gee  attended  the  district  schools  near  his  father’s  farm 
in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  and  obtained  such  learning  as 
was  at  his  disposal  in  those  early  and  primitive  pioneer  days.  He 
continued  in  school  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  although  his  les¬ 
sons  were  often  interrupted,  most  of  his  time  being  given  to  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  place,  materially  helping  in 
wresting  from  forest  land  a  fertile  and  valuable  farm.  After  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority  he  was  presented  by  his  forbear  with  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  he  cultivated  with  such  success  that  his  financial  returns 
permitted  him  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  property  from  time  to 
time  until  he  possessed  four  hundred  acres,  part  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  has  given  to  his  children.  Pursuing  general  farming,  he 
has  attained  excellent  success  in  feeding  and  raising  cattle,  deriving 
a  gratifying  income  from  that  branch  of  his  interests.  A  handsome 
residence  erected  upon  his  property  is  evidence  of  his  prosperity  and 
the  other  buildings  which  he  has  erected  bespeak  the  practicability  of 
his  methods  and  his  progressive  spirit.  All  such  improvements  and 
equipment  as  are  considered  indispensable  to  modern  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  can  be  found  upon  his  farm  and  there  is  no'  labor-saving  ma¬ 
chinery  which  is  conducive  to  better  results  that  cannot  be  found  on 
his  place. 

On  November  6,  1862,  Mr.  Gee  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  township,  Grundy  county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Robinson, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Eleanor  Robinson,  and  on  November  6, 
1912  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gee  celebrated  the  rare  occasion  of  their  golden 
wedding,  receiving  felicitations  from  far  and  near  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Gee,  passed  away  in  1866, 
his  wife  having  preceded  him  in  death.  While  the  former  is  buried 
in  the  Woldridge  cemetery  in  Grundy  county  the  latter  found  her 
last  resting  place  in  Spottsylvania  county,  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gee  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Nellie,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Burgess,  an  agriculturist  of  Jackson  township;  two  who  died 
in  infancy;  Fannie,  who  was  the  wife  of  Lewis  Boyle  and  the  mother 
of  two  children,  her  husband  also1  having  passed  away;  and  Annie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

The  interests  of  Mr.  Gee  also  extend  to  other  fields,  for  he  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  Fanners  Exchange  Bank  of  Trenton,  Missouri. 

A  democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  gives  his  stanch  support 
to  the  measures  and  candidates  of  that  party  and  as  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  his  public  spirit  may  be  cited,  that  he  has  served  for 
twenty  years  as  a  local  school  director,  always  taking  a  deep  interest 
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in  the  cause  of  education  and  its  advancement.  A  faithful  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  he  gives  his  material  and  moral  support  to  that 
organization,  having  for  a  number  of  years  been  a  trustee  thereof. 
Highly  esteemed  and  greatly  respected,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gee  are  well 
known  all  over  the  countryside  and  have  made  many  friends  during 
their  long  lives,  in  which  they  have  demonstrated  many  commendable 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  Expression  of  the  appreciation  in  which 
they  are  held  was  given  on  the  occasion  of  their  golden  wedding  when 
old  and  young,  near  and  far  friends  and  neighbors  congregated  to 
offer  congratulations  and  good  wishes.  A  man  of  earnest  purpose, 
Mr.  Gee  has  made  a  record  fraught  with  success  and  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  his  faithful  and  helpful  wife  has  attained  to  a  position  which 
places  him  among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Livingston  county 
and,  more  than  that,  not  only  among  the  men  who  have  attained  indi¬ 
vidual  prosperity  but  among  the  worthy  pioneers  who  have  been 
important  factors  in  bringing  about  the  prosperous  conditions  that 
now  prevail. 


LUTHER  WILLIAMS. 

A  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  1 6,  township 
56,  range  24,  pays  tribute  to  the  care,  labor  and  agricultural  skill  of 
Luther  Williams,  who  there  engages  in  the  cultivation  of  grain  and 
also  raises  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  success¬ 
ful  men  in  Livingston  county  and  owes  his  success  not  to  any  outside 
aid  or  influence  but  to  those  forces  which  always  win  prosperity — 
keen  discrimination,  sound  judgment  and  unfaltering  determination. 
Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Carmarthenshire,  South  Wales,  in  1867, 
and  is  a  son  of  D.  Walter  and  Margaret  (James)  Williams,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  passed  away  in  1908  and  is  buried  in  the  Welsh  ceme¬ 
tery  near  Dawn.  His  widow  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  the 
subject  of  this  review. 

Luther  Williams  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  terminating  his  studies  with  a  course  in  the  Kansas  State  Normal 
School  at  Emporia  and  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty,  in 
order  to  engage  in  the  abstract  business.  He  continued  this  con¬ 
nection  for  about  three  years  and  then  came  to  Livingston  county  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  16,  upon  which  he 
still  resides.  He  has  made  needed  improvements  from  time  to  time, 
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erecting  a  silo,  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  the  property  is  now  valu¬ 
able  and  highly  productive.  He  does  mixed  farming  and  is  exten¬ 
sively  interested  in  stock-raising,  keeping  eight  horses,  forty  head  of 
cattle  and  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  swine. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  near  Dawn,  Miss  Alice  Williams,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  D.  P.  and  Johannah  Williams,  residents  of  that  community. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Williams  have  two  children,  Handel  and  Lucile, 
both  of  whom  live  at  home.  The  family  are  devout  members  of  the 
Welsh  church.  Mr.  Williams  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community, 
although  he  cares  not  for  office.  For  many  years  he  has  resided 
continuously  in  Livingston  county  and  has  made  an  excellent  record 
both  for  reliability  and  for  the  excellent  methods  which  he  follows 
and  which  lead  to  success. 


WILLIAM  P.  ROBINSON. 

Among  the  most  venerable  men  of  Livingston  county  is  William 
P.  Robinson,  who  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years  is  yet  active  in  the 
management  of  his  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- five 
acres  located  on  section  6,  Jackson  township.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  1854  from  Spottsylvania  county,  Virginia,  where  he  was  born 
November  15,  1825,  a  son  of  William  P.  Robinson.  The  father,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  his  part  of  Missouri,  located  on  a  farm  in 
Grundy  county,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  gave  his  assiduous 
attention.  He  had  the  distinction  of  being  a  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1812  and  1814,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  pay  master.  His  death 
occurred  in  Livingston  county  where  he  passed  away  while  paying  a 
visit  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Squire  M.  Gee,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Woolrich  cemetery, 
Jefferson  township,  Grundy  county.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
1846  and  is  buried  in  Spottsylvania  county,  Virginia.  The  Robin¬ 
son  family  is  an  old  American  one,  its  first  American  forbears  hav¬ 
ing  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  pre-Revolutionary  times. 

William  P.  Robinson,  growing  up  amid  pioneer  conditions  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  had  no  opportunity,  whatever,  to  attend  school  or 
acquire  an  education,  but  being  of  studious  mind  he  later  augmented 
this  omission  and  largely  educated  himself,  also  receiving  valuable 
lessons  in  the  school  of  experience.  At  the  tender  age  of  seven  years 
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he  was  put  to  work  on  his  father’s  farm  who  owned  at  that  time  over 
four  hundred  acres,  and  early  became  acquainted  with  agriculture  in 
its  various  phases.  He  assumed  more  and  more  the  management  of 
his  father’s  place  and  remained  on  the  same  until  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  thirty  years.  He  then  received  for  his  long  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vice  from  his  father  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Jackson  township,  the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  state  having  taken 
place  at  that  time,  and  today  he  resides  on  this  property.  Applying 
himself  with  energy  and  industry  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  he 
soon  acquired  means  with  which  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 
farm  to  its  present  extent.  He  engaged  mostly  in  raising  corn,  wheat 
and  oats,  and  also  specialized  in  breeding  live  stock  gratifying  results 
attending  his  labors  along  those  lines  of  endeavor.  When  he  took 
charge  of  his  land  the  same  was  covered  with  brush  and  timber  but 
with  firm  will  and  stout  hand  he  set  himself  to  work  and  gradually 
cleared  the  property,  putting  it  under  the  plow  and  bringing  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings  were  erected  by  him  and 
gradually  such  improvements,  implements  and  machinery  instituted 
as  were  considered  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  a  modern  farm. 

On  July  15,  1858,  Mr.  Robinson  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jack- 
son  township,  this  county,  to  Miss  Mary  Walls,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Nickerson)  Walls,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  coming  here  when  frontier  condi¬ 
tions  prevailed.  Indians  were  still  roaming  wild  and  game  was  plen¬ 
tiful.  He  was  a  man  of  high  qualities  of  character,  enjoying  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  regard  of  all  those  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  He 
passed  away  in  1897  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  in  death  on  September  7,  1884.  A  brother  of  Mrs. 
Robinson,  J.  William  Walls,  is  a  well  known  agriculturist  of  Jack- 
son  township  who  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this 
history.  The  Walls  family  is  of  old  Irish  origin,  its  first  representa¬ 
tives  coming  to  this  country  in  the  year  1619.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robin¬ 
son  are  the  parents  of  five  living  children:  James  W.,  who  is  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  railroad  as  carpenter  in  Stockton,  California;  Joseph  L., 
an  agriculturist  of  Jackson  township;  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  James  B. 
Leeper,  of  whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  Lillie  M.,  the  wife  of  L.  E.  Rice,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship,  Grundy  county;  and  Fayette  W.,  who  has  achieved  success  in 
the  dual  capacity  of  editor  and  farmer.  There  were  also  five  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  who  have  passed  away,  two 
dying  in  infancy,  and  the  others  being:  John  E.,  who  died  in  1875, 
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at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  is  buried  in  Shelburn  cemetery,  Grundy 
county;  Ann  E.,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Edward  Sailor,  who  passed  away 
in  1901  and  is  buried  at  Shelburn  cemetery;  and  Eleanor,  who  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  found  her  last  resting  place  in  the 
same  cemetery. 

All  during  his  long  and  active  life  Mr.  Robinson  has  voted  the 
democratic  ticket,  giving  to  that  party  his  stanch  support.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  of  the  Baptist  church,  being 
for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  latter  organization.  A  man  of  high 
qualities  of  mind  and  character,  he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  who 
have  his  acquaintance.  Although  eighty-seven  years  of  age  nature 
has  been  kind  to  him  for  he  has  never  abused  her  laws.  One  usually 
thinks  of  old  age  as  a  period  of  mental  and  physical  relaxation  but 
there  is  an  old  age  which  grows  stronger  and  brighter  mentally 
and  morally  as  the  years  pass  and  gives  out  of  its  rich  store  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  experience  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Such  has  been  the  life 
of  William  P.  Robinson,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  venerable 
but  also  one  of  the  most  honored  men  in  Jackson  township,  respected 
wherever  known  and  most  of  all  where  best  known. 


F.  S.  HUDSON. 

This  age  of  intense  and  complex  activity,  such  as  modern  con¬ 
ditions  in  their  many  aspects  present  for  solution,  has  led  to  spe¬ 
cialization,  as  it  is  beyond  the  power:  of  the  individual  to  give  to  a 
general  line  of  work  sufficient  time  and  attention  to  become  expert 
in  all  of  its  branches  and  details  and  of  such  value  as  to  render  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  highest  order.  Senator  Fred  S.  Hudson  since  taking 
up  the  profession  of  the  law  has  become  widely  known  as  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  that  branch  of  the  legal  profession  which  is  designated  as 
corporation  law.  He  fills  at  present  the  important  position  of 
solicitor  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company 
for  the  state  of  Missouri  with  headquarters  at  Chillicothe,  and 
also  acts  as  lawyer  for  a  number  of  other  roads  and  corporations. 

Fred  S.  Hudson  was  born  January  27,  1868,  near  Hale,  Carroll 
county,  Missouri,  and  is  a  son  of  Milton  Jefferson  and  Mary 
(Hanna)  Hudson.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Hudson, 
came  in  1852  from  Ohio  to  this  state  and  settled  near  Hale.  An 
estrangement  from  his  family  led  to  his  removal  to  the  west  as 
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there  existed  a  difference  of  opinion  between  them  in  regard  to 
the  slave  question.  At  that  time  he  held  views  favorable  to  slav¬ 
ery  and  for  that  reason  came  to  Missouri  which  was  then  a  slave 
state,  but  when  the  country  became  involved  in  civil  war,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  Mr.  Hudson  joined  the  Union  forces  while  his 
Ohio  relatives  espoused  the  Confederate  cause.  Prior  to  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Ohio  he  had  married  Nancy  Hurd  and  of  this  union  were 
born  four  children :  AVilliam,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  army, 
his  death  occurring  shortly  after  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge ;  Milton 
Jefferson,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Bentley,  who  resides  in  Car- 
roll  county;  and  Susanna,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Jamison 
and  makes  her  home  at  Hale,  Carroll  county.  William  Hudson, 
the  grandfather,  died  in  the  early  ’70s.  Milton  J.  Hudson,  the 
father,  was  born  in  southeastern  Ohio  on  the  3d  of  March,  1845, 
and  was  brought  to  Missouri  by  his  parents  when  seven  years  of 
age.  He  attended  the  district  schools  near  his  home  in  Carroll 
county  and  assisted  in  the  minor  duties  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  he  enlisted  for  service  in  April,  1861, 
with  the  Eighteenth  Missouri  Infantry  of  Livingston  county,  ser¬ 
ving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  in  August,  1865.  He  joined  the 
ranks  as  a  private  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  discharged  as 
first  sergeant.  He  could  have  attained  the  rank  of  captain  but  by 
accepting  the  commission  he  would  have  had  to  sacrifice  about  a 
year’s  pay  besides  buying  a  captain’s  uniform,  and  as  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  the  war  was  practically  at  a  close  he  considered  it  best 
not  to  do  this.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
under  B.  M.  Prentiss  and  for  fourteen  months  was  incarcerated  in 
various  prisons — Libby,  Andersonville  and  at  Macon,  Georgia, — 
undergoing  terrible  hardships  and  suffering  during  this  time,  until 
when  he  was  finally  exchanged,  he  only  weighed  ninety-eight 
pounds.  For  many  years  he  refused  to  accept  a  pension  from  the 
government,  saying  that  his  services  were  willingly  offered  and 
given,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  not  for  monetary  reasons,  and 
it  was  only  when  his  family  insisted  that  he  finally  made  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  government  and  during  his  later  years  received  a 
monthly  pension  of  twelve  dollars.  Death  came  to  him  suddenly 
when  one  morning,  shortly  after  breakfast,  he  walked  out  upon 
the  front  porch  and  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  heart  failure 
and  expired.  He  had  married  Mary  Hanna,  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  was  left  an  orphan  in  early  life  and  was  reared  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  now  resides  in  Hale,  Carroll  county.  Our  sub- 
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ject  has  two  brothers  and  one  sister,  namely:  Charles  B.,  an  at¬ 
torney  of  Wichita,  Kansas;  Clyde  M.,  an  attorney  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  postmaster  at  Hale;  and  Mrs.  Edna  Fisk,  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado. 

Fred  S.  Hudson  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Car- 
roll  county  and  graduated  from  the  Northwestern  Normal  School 
at  Stanberry,  Missouri,  in  1885.  His  first  position  was  that  of 
bookkeeper  in  a  bank  at  Hale.  The  legal  profession  made  a  strong 
appeal  to  him  at  that  age,  however,  and  seemed  to  hold  out  to  him 
wider  opportunities  for  more  rapid  advancement  than  he  saw  in 
the  banking  field,  and  he  therefore  decided  to  study  law,  using  his 
leisure  moments,  evenings  and  Sundays,  for  study  and  taking  sub¬ 
sequently  a  law  course  in  the  office  of  S.  J  Jones,  of  Carrollton, 
Missouri.  In  1897  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  at  Hale.  The  year  1902  marks  his  advent  in 
Chillicothe,  where  he  engaged  in  the  general  law  practice,  but 
soon  he  began  to  specialize  along  the  line  of  corporation  law.  He 
was  first  employed  by  the  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  in  this 
city  and  gave  such  satisfaction  to  that  company  as  to  merit  his 
promotion  to  the  important  position  of  general  solicitor  for  the 
state  of  Missouri  in  1911.  He  also  is  attorney  for  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  for  northern  Missouri  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  banks  in  Livingston  and  adjoining  counties.  He  is  the 
local  attorney  for  the  Wabash  and  Burlington  lines  and  also  for 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  That  these  great  corporations 
have  secured  him  to  look  after  their  vast  interests  speaks  well  for 
the  ability  of  Mr.  Hudson.  Since  assuming  the  position  of  solicitor 
for  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  as  the  successor 
of  E.  M.  Harber,  of  Trenton,  the  legal  department  of  the  road  for 
Missouri  has  been  reorganized  and  Senator  Hudson  has  become 
its  head.  He  has  ten  men  under  his  jurisdiction  in  various  parts 
of  the  state  and  Chillicothe,  being  the  most  centrally  located  city 
on  the  road,  has  been  chosen  as  headquarters.  Mr.  Hudson  main¬ 
tains  his  offices  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank 
building  where  he  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  and  most  complete 
law  libraries  in  the  state. 

In  1892  Fred  S.  Hudson  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Fink,  of  Hale, 
Carroll  county,  Missouri.  Her  father,  Captain  C.  Fink,  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  in  Utica  and 
moved  about  twenty-five  years  ago  to  Hale.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hud- 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY  185 

son  weie  the  parents  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  have  passed 
away. 

Mr.  Hudson  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party  and  has  been  active  in  its  ranks.  In  1904  he  was  a 
candidate  for  congress  on  his  party’s  ticket  but  was  defeated. 
In  1906,  however,  he  was  elected  state  senator  and  represented 
the  people  of  the  fourth  district  at  Jefferson  City  for  four  years. 
While  serving  in  the  upper  house  he  was  active  in  the  promotion 
of  measures  which  have  greatly  benefited  the  state  and  especially 
the  district  which  he  represented.  At  this  writing  he  is  serving 
on  the  state  executive  republican  committee  and  exerts  an  influ¬ 
ence  which  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  prestige  of  the  party. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Christian  church  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  In  the  Masonic  order,  of  which  he  is  a  member  of  long 
years  standing,  he  has  attained  high  degree  and  is  a  past  master 
of  the  blue  lodge,  a  past  high  priest  of  the  chapter,  a  past  eminent 
commander  and  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  man 
well  qualified  for  his  special  work  and  for  the  position  which  he 
holds  in  connection  with  railway  interests,  and  his  great  knowl¬ 
edge  along  his  special  line  of  work  places  him  in  a  position  of  im¬ 
portance. 


FRED  F.  CARDER. 

Fred  F.  Carder,  a  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Moores- 
ville  township,  where  he  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
was  born  in  Jackson  county.  West  Virginia,  September  2,  1864.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jefferson  and  Julia  (Welch)  Carder,  who  moved  to  Put¬ 
nam  county,  Missouri,  in  1877,  where  the  father  followed  farming 
until  his  death  in  1880.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
in  1910,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Bethany  graveyard,  Putnam 
county. 

Fred  F.  Carder  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  was  brought 
to  Putnam  county  by  his  parents.  He  attended  public  school  during 
the  winter  months  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  assisted  his 
mother  in  the  operation  of  the  farm.  He  laid  aside  his  books  at 
the  age  of  twenty  and  at  that  time  assumed  entire  management  of 
the  homestead,  which  he  developed  along  practical  and  progressive 
lines  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1908  he  sold  that  property  and  moved 
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into  Livingston  county,  where  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sections  32  and  33,  Mooresville  town¬ 
ship.  He  has  since  improved  the  place  in  a  substantial  way,  building 
a  fine  barn,  granaries  and  outbuildings  and  installing  the  needed  farm 
equipment.  His  unremitting  energy,  his  industry  and  his  good  man¬ 
agement  have  resulted  in  a  gratifying  degree  of  success  and  today 
his  land  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Large  herds  of  cattle  and 
sheep  graze  in  the  pastures  and  droves  of  hogs  are  also  fed  and 
fattened.  Mr.  Carder  is  a  man  of  wide  experience  and  broad  infor¬ 
mation  and  his  success  has  been  the  result  of  his  ability  and  industry. 

Mr.  Carder  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1888, 
he  wedded,  at  Unionville,  Missouri,  Miss  Ida  Christian,  a  daughter 
of  Edley  T.  Christian.  She  passed  away  May  2,  1890,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Bethany  graveyard,  Putnam  county.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters :  Estella  E.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Missouri  Baptist 
Training  School;  and  Ida  May,  who  died  in  infancy.  On  December 
5,  1908,  Mr.  Carder  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Martha  McPherson,  a  daughter  of  Irwin  and  Margaret  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  of  West  Virginia.  The  father  engages  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  near  Parkersburg,  in  that  state.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
he  went  to  the  front  as  a  volunteer,  engaging  in  many  hotly  contested 
battles.  At  the  present  time  he  makes  his  home  in  West  Virginia. 
His  wife  died  May  26,  1901,  and  is  buried  in  Liverpool,  in  her  native 
state. 

Mr.  Carder  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  in  politics  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  Although 
one  of  the  later  arrivals  in  Livingston  county,  he  has  already 
become  thoroughly  identified  with  its  interests  and  is  at  all  times  ready 
to  lend  his  aid  and  cooperation  to  any  movement  calculated  to  benefit 
this  section  or  to  advance  its  development. 


JOHN  J.  MAY. 

The  name  of  May  has  been  well  known  in  Livingston  county 
since  pioneer  times,  for  representatives  of  the  family  have  lived  in 
this  section  since  1849.  In  that  year  James  May  came  to  this  county 
and  preempted  land  in  Cream  Ridge  township,  to  which  he  gradually 
added,  founding  in  this  way  the  old  May  estate,  of  which  his  son  John 
J.  May  is  now  manager  and  part  owner.  The  farm  comprises  three 
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hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  lying  on  the  east  half  of  section  20  and 
on  sections  22  and  23  and  is  one  of  the  well  improved  and  valuable 
properties  of  this  locality.  John  J.  May  was  born  upon  the  property, 
February  9,  1855,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  here.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Nancy  (Creaghead)  May,  the  former  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  Livingston  county  and  for  many  years  one  of  the 
substantial  and  representative  citizens.  He  was  recognized  as  a 
powerful  factor  in  agricultural  development  and  was  also  prominent 
in  public  life,  serving  for  twelve  years  as  public  administrator  and 
cooperating  heartily  in  all  progressive  public  movements.  He  died 
in  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
makes  her  home  in  Colorado  during  the  summer  months. 

John  J.  May  was  reared  to  farm  work  and  as  a  boy  became  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  details  and  methods  of  practical  farming,  much  of  his 
success  today  resting  upon  the  thoroughness  of  his  early  training. 
He  acquired  a  primary  education  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
attended  the  Kirksville  State  Normal,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  He  afterward  began  teaching  in  Cream  Ridge  township 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  1895,  although  he  did  not  abandon  his 
connection  v/ith  fanning,  spending  his  summers  managing  the  home¬ 
stead.  He  inherited  a  share  in  the  property  and  was  made  one  of  the 
administrators  of  the  estate,  which  he  has  managed  since  the  death 
of  his  father.  Upon  it  he  has  steadily  carried  forward  the  work  of 
improvement,  building  a  new  residence,  substantial  barns  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  buildings  and  neglecting  nothing  which  would  make  this 
a  model  agricultural  property.  He  is  widely  recognized  as  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  enterprising  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  as  one  whose  success  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  well 
directed  labor  and  capable  management. 

Mr.  May  married,  in  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  April  11,  1883,  Miss 
Lullah  Davis,  a  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Ann  E.  Davis,  the  former 
for  many  years  a  successful  farmer  in  Livingston  county.  He  died 
in  Cream  Ridge  township  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery,  which 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  May  have  five  children:  Ina  L.,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Stickney, 
of  Joseph,  Oregon;  Mansur,  a  painter  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Glen  D., 
of  Pueblo,  Colorado;  Vivien,  who  lives  at  home,  and  Anna,  who  is 
attending  school. 

Fraternally  Mr.  May  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  he  is  well  known  in  business  circles  of  Chula  as  an 
important  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank.  He  gives 


188 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  served  as  county  assessor 
from  1906  to  1907  and  has  also  been  township  collector  and  assessor 
for  a  number  of  terms.  In  his  official  career  he  has  always  been  most 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  county  and  devoted  to  its  welfare.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  public-spirited  and  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  receives  his  indorsement  and  hearty  sup¬ 
port. 


WILLIAM  H.  WILBURN. 

As  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres  on  section  25,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  William 
H.  Wilburn  is  representative  of  the  progress  agriculture  has  made 
in  this  section.  A  native  of  this  county,  he  was  born  in  Springhill, 
Missouri,  March  14,  1855,  a  son  of  Charles  Harvy  and  Tabitha  J. 
(Crim)  Wilburn,  the  former  a  card  roll  manufacturer  and  agricul¬ 
turist  who  came  to  this  county  in  1844  from  West  Virginia.  Success 
along  his  lines  of  industry  came  to  him  and  he  was  prominent  in  the 
communities  in  which  he  lived  and  where  he  became  popular  on 
account  of  his  many  substantial  qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  was  a  stanch  democrat,  believing  in  the  principles  that  party 
represents.  He  died  on  July  4,  1897,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
his  wife  having  also  since  passed  away. 

William  H.  Wilburn  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Springhill,  Missouri,  continuing  his  lessons  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty  years  although  he  assisted  his  father  to  a  large  extent 
during  that  time.  After  his  marriage  he  rented  land  upon  which  he 
farmed  for  twenty  years  and  then  bought  the  property  he  now  owns. 
This  land  he  holds  in  partnership  with  his  wife  and  engages  in  mixed 
farming,  following  progressive  methods  and  also  specializing  in  stock- 
raising,  deriving  a  gratifying  income  from  the  latter  branch  of  his 
activities.  Since  he  possessed  himself  of  this  land  he  has  erected 
thereon  a  handsome  residence  and  all  other  buildings  to  shelter  his 
grain  and  stock,  having  installed  such  improvements  as  are  deemed 
indispensable  to  modern  agriculture. 

On  October  18,  1876,  Mr.  Wilburn  was  married,  near  Springhill, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Mary  Mast,  a  daughter  of  J.  George  and  Rosinna 
(Grouse)  Mast,  the  father  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section 
having  come  here  in  1865.  He  became  one  of  the  well  known  and 
prominent  men  of  the  locality,  passing  away  September  26,  1909,  at 
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the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  only  survived  him  for  a  few 
months,  dying  on  December  31,  1909,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
They  were  laid  side  by  side  to  their  final  rest  in  Mount  Pleasant  ceme¬ 
tery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilburn  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Annie  E.,  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Jones,  an  agriculturist;  Ros- 
inna  E.,  who  married  Frank  Dowell,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Jackson 
township;  James  H.,  who  assists  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm;  Charles  C.,  also  engaged  in  farm  work  at  home;  W.  Frank,  a 
former  student  of  Jackson  University  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  and 
Theovelma,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilburn  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  to  the  work  of  which  they  give  their  earnest  support, 
the  former  serving  in  the  capacity  of  trustee.  His  political  affilia¬ 
tions  connect  him  with  the  democratic  party  to  which  since  voting 
age  he  has  given  his  unqualified  support.  A  man  of  progressive  ten¬ 
dencies,  he  has  not  only  achieved  success  for  himself  but  has  been  a 
constructive  factor  in  the  development  and  advancement  of  Jackson 
township,  Livingston  county. 


JOHN  H.  HOYT. 

Since  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  John  H.  Hoyt  has  lived  upon  his  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Livingston  county  and  as  the  years  have  passed  has 
made  it  a  most  excellent  and  productive  property.  He  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  February,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Caleb  R.  and  Mary  (Taylor) 
Hoyt,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  mother  dying  in  1853 
and  the  father  in  1873.  The  former  is  buried  in  Adams  county,  Illi¬ 
nois,  while  the  latter  was  laid  to  rest  in  Maybury  cemetery,  in  Fair- 
view  township. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  John  H.  Hoyt  attended  the 
country  schools  of  Adams  county,  Illinois,  whither  his  parents  had 
removed  when  he  was  still  a  child.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  laid 
aside  his  books  in  order  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  was  sent  to  the  front  as  a  private  in  an  Illinois  volunteer 
regiment.  After  one  year  of  able  and  loyal  service  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  and  coming  to  Missouri  bought  forty  acres  of 
land,  adding  thereto,  as  he  was  able,  until  his  holdings  comprised 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  all  located  in  range  23,  Livingston 
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county.  He  has  continued  to  improve  the  property,  building  a  good 
house,  barns,  granaries  and  outbuildings  and  installing  the  necessary 
farm  equipment.  He  has  thus  added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  prop¬ 
erty.  Mr.  Hoyt  engages  in  mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  keep¬ 
ing  eight  horses,  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  about  one  hundred  swine. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  thoroughbred  Galloway  cattle,  a  line 
which  he  has  followed  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  enjoys  a  high 
reputation  for  the  results  which  he  obtains.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  this  farm  are  under  cultivation  and  all  of  the  work  is  done 
under  his  supervision  and  direction. 

Mr.  Hoyt  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  was  with  Miss 
Amanda  Messer,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Patterson) 
Messer,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  Mr.  Hoyt’s  first  wife  died 
in  November,  1880,  leaving  two  children :  Charles  T.,  a  general  mer¬ 
chant  in  Blue  Mound;  and  John  M.,  a  farmer  in  Dawn.  On  August 
22,  1883,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Octa  Bowen,  a  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Amelia  (Purcell) 
Bowen,  both  deceased,  who  are  buried  at  Blue  Mound.  To  this  mar¬ 
riage  seven  children  have  been  born :  Carrie,  the  wife  of  G.  D.  La 
Munyon,  a  railroad  man  with  headquarters  in  Whitefish,  Montana; 
Grace,  who  is  a  teacher  in  Columbia  Falls,  Montana;  Verna,  who  is 
also  engaged  in  teaching  at  that  place;  and  Burt  A.,  Mary,  Gladys  and 
Eugene  F.,  all  of  whom  are  still  pursuing  their  studies. 

Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  fraternally  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  num¬ 
bered  among  Livingston  county’s  successful  citizens,  but  the  most 
envious  cannot  grudge  him  his  prosperity,  so  honorably  has  it  been 
gained  and  so  worthily  used. 


ALEXANDER  S.  MOSELEY. 

A  native  of  Livingston  county  and  a  resident  therein  for  sixty- 
seven  years  Alexander  S.  Moseley  is  widely  and  favorably  known  as 
one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  this  district,  where  he  owns  a 
farm  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sections  21  and  28 
in  Jackson  township.  Bom  in  that  township  on  December  19,  1845, 
his  parents  were  James  S.  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Moseley.  The  former, 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  here,  became  subsequently  a  prosperous 
farmer  originally  coming  to  this  country  in  1830  from  the  state  of 
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Virginia.  Having  successfully  followed  farming  pursuits  all  his 
life,  the  father  passed  away  November  19,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  in  death  in  1873  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  Both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Springhill, 
Missouri.  The  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  members  of  it  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  the  early  days  of  the  history  of  this  country. 

Alexander  S.  Moseley,  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education,  at¬ 
tended  the  Springhill  district  school,  enjoying  such  advantages  as 
were  provided  in  the  primitive  days  of  his  youth.  He  left  school  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  and  then  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  on  the 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  becoming  well  acquainted  with  the 
methods  and  details  of  agriculture  and  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
career  that  brought  him  success.  He  then  married  and  leased  a  farm 
from  his  father-in-law,  his  efforts  being  attended  with  such  good 
results  that  in  1868  he  was  enabled  to  buy  forty  acres,  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  which  he  gave  his  assiduous  attention.  As  his  means  in¬ 
creased  he  added  to  his  holdings  and  gradually  extended  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  his  property  until  it  reached  its  present  proportions.  Fol¬ 
lowing  general  farming  he  specialized  along  lines  of  stock-raising 
and  gratifying  results  have  attended  his  efforts  in  that  respect.  He 
erected  upon  his  farm  a  handsome  residence  and  has  made  thereon  all 
improvements,  which  are  kept  well  in  repair.  Instituting  such  equip¬ 
ment  and  machinery  as  he  deemed  indispensable  to  modern  and  inten¬ 
sive  farming,  he  has  enhanced  the  value  of  the  property  to  such  an 
extent  that  his  farm  is  today  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
Jackson  township. 

On  May  3,  1866,  Mr.  Moseley  married,  on  the  farm  upon  which 
he  now  resides,  Miss  Fannie  Guthridge,  who  after  a  happy  married 
life  of  nine  years  passed  away  on  November  1,  1875?  and  was  buried 
in  the  Guthridge  cemetery.  She  left  three  children :  Walter,  an  agri¬ 
culturist,  residing  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  Catherine,  the  wife  of 
William  Frederick  Williams,  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Jackson 
township;  and  Charles  F.,  who  also  follows  that  occupation  in  the 
same  township.  On  March  10,  1878,  Mr.  Moseley  married,  in  Samp- 
sell  township,  Miss  Martha  A.  Dickison,  a  daughter  of  William  S. 
and  Mary  (Cooper)  Dickison,  both  of  whom  were  old  settlers  of 
Daviess  county,  Missouri,  but  are  now  deceased.  The  mother  found 
her  last  resting  place  near  Gallatin,  Missouri,  and  the  father  died 
while  returning  from  the  Civil  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moseley  were 
born  three  children:  Norah  E.,  a  graduate  of  Jackson  University; 
Mary  E.,  who  married  Charles  W.  McLean,  a  bookkeeper,  residing  in 


192 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


Arizona;  and  J.  O.,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Concordia  at 
Concordia,  Kansas. 

Public-spirited  and  deeply  interested  in  all  matters  of  public  im¬ 
portance,  particularly  in  the  cause  of  education,  Mr.  Moseley  has  been 
a  director  of  the  school  board  for  about  twenty  years  and  gave  highly 
satisfactory  service.  He  also  held  the  office  of  road  supervisor  for 
three  terms,  being  closely  connected  with  the  good  roads  movement 
and  doing  all  in  his  power  during  that  time  to  improve  the  highways 
and  roads  in  the  township.  His  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  South,  and  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the 
church  and  its  allied  societies.  A  man  of  serious  purpose,  Mr.  Mose¬ 
ley  has  largely  given  his  attention  to  one  goal  and  has  attained  to  pros¬ 
perity  in  his  line  by  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  business.  How¬ 
ever,  he  himself  gives  great  credit  for  his  success  to  the  able  assistance 
of  his  faithful  wife,  who  shared  with  him  alike  adversity,  as  she  now 
participates  in  his  prosperity. 


P.  E.  BAGLEY. 

P.  E.  Bagley  is  one  whose  active  life  has  been  spent  in  railroad 
service  and  who  through  determined  purpose,  strict  integrity  and  con¬ 
scientiousness  has  attained  an  important  place  in  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession,  acting  as  station  agent  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  at  Utica.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  i,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  W.  W.  and  Mary  (Exi)  Bagley,  the  for¬ 
mer  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  Green  township,  where  he 
now  resides.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1892  and  is  buried  in  Utica. 

P.  E.  Bagley  acquired  his  education  in  the  Utica  public  schools, 
laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  securing  employment 
with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  in  the  sendee  of 
which  he  acts  today.  He  holds  the  position  of  station  agent  at  Utica 
and  is  one  of  the  most  trusted  men  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  cor¬ 
poration.  He  owns  also  a  property  near  Utica,  upon  which  he 
resides. 

Mr.  Bagley  was  married  at  Kearney,  Nebraska,  in  1894  to  Miss 
Josie  Barnes,  a  daughter  of  Zack  and  Mary  Barnes,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Kearney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagley 
are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Volney,  Vida,  Vinita  and  Verne,  all 
of  whom  are  attending  school ;  and  Victor  and  Vivian. 
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Mr.  Bagley  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  has 
been  clerk  for  the  past  two  years.  His  political  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  while  fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  chapter  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is  a 
highly  respected  citizen,  having  also  gained  recognition  as  a  faithful 
and  trusted  employe  of  the  railroad  he  serves. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  J.  STITH. 

A  highly  valuable  and  well  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
on  section  28,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  stands  as  a 
monument  to  the  industry  and  energy  of  Captain  James  J.  Stith,  who 
since  September  1,  1865,  has  made  his  home  in  this  county.  Born  in 
Meade  county,  Kentucky,  on  July  12,  1838,  he  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Anna  (Hayden)  Stith,  the  father  coming  with  his  family  to 
Livingston  county  in  1865.  A  purposeful  man,  he  was  successful  in 
his  life  s  labors  and  passed  away  in  June,  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years,  deeply  mourned  by  his  family  and  a  large  number  of 
friends,  his  burial  taking  place  in  the  Guthridge  cemetery.  The 
mother  died  nearly  four  decades  earlier,  in  1841,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Hayden  family  graveyard  in  Meade  county,  Kentucky. 

James  J.  Stith  attended  school  in  Kentucky,  laying  aside  his  text¬ 
books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  1856  he  came  to  Chariton 
county,  Missouri,  and  in  1857  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  worked 
out  by  the  month,  making  his  home  there  until  i860.  During  that 
time,  however,  he  made  a  trip  to  Pike’s  Peak,  where  for  a  short  time 
he  engaged  in  gold  mining  and  also  freighted  lumber  and  helped  to 
saw  blocks  and  make  shingles,  which  were  the  first  ever  brought  into 
Denver.  In  the  spring  of  i860  he  returned  to  Kansas,  but  shortly 
thereafter  came  to  Jasper  county,  Missouri.  On  November  1,  i860, 
however,  he  left  with  his  father’s  family  for  Davis  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  stayed  for  a  short  time,  then  buying  a  farm  in  Scotland 
county,  Missouri.  When  the  war  broke  out,  however,  he  joined  the 
Confederate  army  under  General  Harris  and  was  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  C  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  General  Harris’  Brigade  and 
fought  in  the  battle  of  Athens,  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  first 
baptism  of  fire  in  the  war,  his  regiment  fighting  its  way  through  all 
the  way  from  Springfield  to  Pea  Ridge,  where  he  participated  in  the 
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engagement.  He  later  was  assigned  to  Forrest’s  cavalry  and  then  to 
Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  surrendered  at  Waterproof,  Mississippi,  re¬ 
turning  via  Kentucky  to  Chillicothe  with  seventy-five  cents  in  his 
pockets  and  no  place  to  lay  his  head.  The  first  night  after  his  arrival 
here  he  slept  on  his  trunk  and  during  the  fall  and  winter  found  work, 
being  remunerated  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  In  the 
spring  of  1866  he  leased  a  farm,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits,  an 
occupation  which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  In  1874  he  purchased 
his  first  twenty-eight  acres  of  land  and  as  his  financial  resources  in¬ 
creased  added  to  his  holdings  until  they  reached  their  present  extent. 
Captain  Stith  engages  in  general  farming  and  also  raises  considerable 
stock.  When  he  came  here  the  brush  and  timber  was  so  thick  that  he 
had  to  cut  his  way  through  to  get  to  the  place  where  his  handsome 
residence  now  stands.  Gradually,  however,  he  cleared  his  land  and 
put  it  under  the  plow,  bringing  his  acres  to  a  high  state  of  productiv¬ 
ity.  A  number  of  improvements  are  evidence  of  his  labors  and  he 
has  installed  such  implements  and  machinery  as  he  has  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  to  profitable  cultivation. 

On  December  6,  1866,  Captain  Stith  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Springhill,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Irene  A.  Moseley,  a  daughter  of  James 
S.  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Moseley,  who  is  mentioned  at  greater  length  in 
the  article  on  A.  S.  Moseley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stith  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Nora  L.,  the  wife  of  C.  P.  Venable,  a  farmer  in 
Jackson  township;  William  A.,  a  ranchman  of  Montana;  J.  C.,  who 
also  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jackson  township;  E.  Myrtle,  the 
wife  of  T.  J.  Carpenter,  a  farmer  of  Chillicothe  township;  Annie, 
whose  husband,  A.  L.  Smith,  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jack- 
son  township;  T.  Everett,  who  farms  in  Craig  county,  Oklahoma; 
Gertrude,  who  is  engaged  in  school  teaching  in  Jackson  township  and 
has  been  following  that  profession  for  the  past  two  years;  and 
Junius,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Public-spirited  and  interesting  himself  in  the  welfare  of  Living¬ 
ston  county  and  his  nearer  neighborhood,  Captain  Stith  has  with  dis¬ 
tinction  served  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen  years. 
His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  progressive  party,  in  the  plat¬ 
form  of  which  he  finds  embodied  those  principles  which  he  believes 
will  bring  about  that  purification  from  corrupt  practices  so  long 
countenanced  by  the  two  older  political  organizations.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  takes  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  its  work.  A  resident  of  Livingston  county 
for  nearly  five  decades,  he  has  seen  pioneer  conditions  give  way  before 
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the  onward  inarch  of  civilization  and  has  not  only  been  an  interested 
witness  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  but  a  helpful  and  cooper¬ 
ant  factor  in  bringing  about  general  advancement,  especially  along 
agricultural  lines,  in  which  connection  he  has  been  instrumental  in 
raising  standards  of  farming  in  these  parts.  Mr.  Stith  is  also  a  well 
known  member  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association,  with  which 
organization  he  has  been  affiliated  for  twenty-five  years.  His  right- 
mindedness  and  sincerity  of  conviction  is  evident  in  the  valiant  ser¬ 
vice  he  did  in  the  Civil  war,  for,  being  convinced  of  the  right  of  his 

cause  he  stood  for  his  principles  and  offered  his  life  in  defense  of  his 
convictions.  Brave  in  war  and  brave  in  peace,  he  has  fought  the 

battles  both  ably  and  well,  and  today,  as  a  man  of  seventy-five 

years,  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellowmen,  who  esteem  him 
for  his  many  manly  qualities. 


SQUIRE  JOHN  H.  MATHEWS. 

A  prominent  agriculturist  of  Jackson  township,  John  H.  Mathews 
has  not  only  attained  success  along  that  line  but  has  also  served  with 
distinction  in  official  positions,  having  for  a  number  of  years  graced 
the  bench  as  justice  of  the  peace,  receiving  high  commendation  for 
his  fairness  and  impartiality  in  conducting  the  office.  Residing  on 
one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land  on  section  29,  Jackson  township, 
Livingston  county,  Mr.  Mathews  is  a  native  son,  being  born  here, 
near  his  present  residence,  on  June  4,  1848,  a  son  of  Stephen  and 
Mary  (Trammel)  Mathews.  The  father,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
region,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  settling  in  Livingston  county  in 
1842,  finding  a  home  in  the  wilderness  of  the  virgin  forest.  Having 
acquired  title  to  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  he  cleared  eighty 
of  that  amount  and  became  successful  along  agricultural  lines.  He 
was  popular,  well  liked  and  highly  esteemed  for  his.  many  Christian 
qualities,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  never  had  an  enemy.  Politically 
he  was  a  republican  and  also  did  service  in  the  home  guard  during 
war  times.  Official  recognition  came  to  him  in  election  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  trustee  of  the  township.  Well  beloved  by  many,  he  died 
March  25,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  to  the  better  land  in  1890  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
and  they  are  buried  side  by  side  in  Brassfield  cemetery.  The  Mathews 
family  is  of  English  origin  but  for  many  years  have  made  their  home 
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on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
having  already  participated  in  the  sanguine  struggle  known  as  the 
Blackhawk  war. 

John  H.  Mathews  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  in  the 
acquirement  of  his  education  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  under  the  latter’s  able  guidance  acquir¬ 
ing  agricultural  methods  which  have  later  stood  him  in  good  stead. 
After  his  marriage  he  began  to  farm  on  his  own  account  on  thirty 
acres  of  land,  but  subsequently  sold  this  tract  and  acquired  forty 
acres,  of  which  he  also  disposed  and  thereafter  bought  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  on  which  he  has  since  pursued  general  farming  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing,  being  successful  along  both  lines.  Forceful  and  aggressive,  he 
follows  modern  methods  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  and  has 
attained  highly  satisfactory  results,  having  instituted  such  equipment, 
implements  and  improvements  as  facilitate  the  labor  and  greatly  in¬ 
crease  the  productivity  of  the  soil. 

On  October  15,  1871,  in  Jackson  township,  Mr.  Mathews  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  Burns,  an  adopted  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Walker,  who  died  in  September,  1877,  and  is  buried  in 
Brassfield  cemetery.  Mrs.  Walker,  foster  mother  of  Mrs.  Mathews, 
makes  her  home  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathews 
have  one  living  son,  Nicholas  Walker,  who  married  Miss  Eva  Kilburn 
of  Grundy  county,  Missouri,  while  two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Mathews  is  a  republican  and  keeps  well  informed 
upon  the  issues  of  the  day  affecting  the  section,  state  or  nation.  His 
public  spirit  has  been  recognized  in  his  election  to  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity  he  has  continuously  served  for  the 
past  eight  years,  his  decisions  being  so  strictly  fair  and  impartial  as 
to  insure  him  the  highest  commendation.  He  also  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years  clerk  and  a  director  of  the  local  school  board,  mani¬ 
festing  in  that  capacity  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  that 
found  expression  in  a  number  of  improvements  which  were  under¬ 
taken  at  his  instigation.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church,  of  which  he  is  clerk  and  treasurer,  taking  part  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  well-being  of  the  institution  and  its  allied  societies.  A 
worthy  man  of  forceful  character  and  high  qualities,  Mr.  Mathews  is 
greatly  honored  by  all  who  know  him  and  he  and  his  wife  receive  the 
regard  of  all  their  friends  and  neighbors.  While  he  has  attained 
personally  to  a  position  of  substantiality,  he  has  been  a  constructive 
factor  in  this  section  not  only  in  promoting  agricultural  development 
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but  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  people,  for  through  his  official  positions 
he  has  largely  contributed  to  bring  about  the  high  conditions  of  civili¬ 
zation  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  present  generation  in  this  part  of 
Livingston  county. 


B.  W.  WENKE. 

A  history  of  the  agricultural  progress  made  in  Livingston  county 
would  be  incomplete  without  prominent  mention  of  B.  W.  Wenke, 
whose  name  is  well  worthy  to  be  represented  in  this  volume  as  one 
of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  the  section  and  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  on  section 
32,  Jackson  township.  Coming  to  this  district  in  the  fall  of  1873, 
Mr.  Wenke  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  at  the  city  of  Fort  Madi¬ 
son,  July  6,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  John  T.  and  Mary  Wenke,  the  par¬ 
ents,  of  German  birth,  having  both  passed  away,  finding  their  last 
resting  place  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa.  There 
they  were  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  substan¬ 
tial  qualities  of  character  and  the  Christian  lives  they  led,  faithful 
to  the  religion  of  their  forbears. 

B.  W.  Wenke  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Fort  Madi¬ 
son,  Iowa,  laying  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
From  that  time  until  he  reached  twenty  years  he  assisted  his  father  in 
his  work  and  then  founded  the  B.  W.  Wenke  Soda  Factory,  selling 
out  his  establishment  after  conducting  it  for  about  two  years.  En- 
gaging  along  other  business  lines  for  a  successive  period  of  two 
years,  he  then  came  to  Chillicothe,  near  which  city  he  rented  a  farm 
which  he  cultivated  until  he  came  to  Jackson  township,  acquiring  one 
hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  settled.  There  he  gave 
his  time  and  attention  from  morning  until  night  to  bringing  his  acres 
to  a  high  state  of  productivity  and  his  efforts  were  attended  with  such 
success  that  he  was  later  able  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Following  general  farming, 
he  plants  such  grains  as  are  suitable  to  soil  and  climate,  using  most  of 
his  harvests  for  feeding  and  raising  live  stock,  deriving  a  gratifying 
income  from  this  activity.  Since  becoming  possessed  of  the  farm  he 
has  made  thereon  a  number  of  improvements  and  instituted  equip¬ 
ment  that  has  greatly  increased  the  value  of  the  property. 
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At  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  Mr.  Wenke  was  married  on  April  12, 
1864,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Rosen,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Mary  A. 
(Hatting)  Rosen.  The  former  was  well  known  in  his  days  as  a  car¬ 
penter  and  contractor  and  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Fort  Madison. 
Both  parents,  however,  have  passed  away,  being  buried  in  the  Catho¬ 
lic  cemetery  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenke  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  Kate,  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Moss,  a  farmer  of 
Jackson  township;  Bernard,  who  follows  that  occupation  in  the  same 
township  ;  Lizzie,  who  married  Stephen  Freesmeire,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Flaherty,  farming  in  Pawnee  county,  Kansas;  Annie,  who  married 
P.  Lewis,  an  agriculturist  of  Morrisville,  Missouri;  Stella,  the  wife 
of  William  Epperson,  an  agriculturist  of  Caldwell  county,  residing 
near  Cowgill;  and  Arthur,  making  his  home  on  his  father’s  farm. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenke  also  have  twenty-four  grandchildren. 

Independent  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Wenke  follows  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  own  judgment  in  supporting  measures  and  candidates 
according  to  their  best  qualifications.  For  eight  years  he  has  done 
efficient  work  as  director  of  the  school  board,  the  cause  of  education 
finding  in  him  a  warm  champion.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Catholic  church,  to  which  he  gives  his  faithful  support.  Successful 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Wenke  has  become  prosperous  by 
close  attention  to  business,  incessant  industry  and  indefatigable 
energy,  giving  a  large  share  of  credit  for  his  attainments,  however, 
to  the  good  services  of  his  true  and  faithful  wife,  who  with  him 
shared  times,  good  and  bad.  To  this  harmonious  partnership  must 
to  a  large  extent  be  attributed  the  excellent  results  obtained. 


MAURICE  DORNEY. 

Abraham  Lincoln  once  said:  “You  can  fool  some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  all  of  the  time,  all  of  the  people  some  of  the  time  but  you 
can’t  fool  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time.”  This  philosophic 
utterance  again  and  again  finds  demonstration  in  regard  to  poli¬ 
tics.  There  have  been  occasions  when  unworthy  men  have  been 
elected  to  office,  but  standing  in  the  light  of  public  criticism  their 
acts  have  shown  up  at  their  true  worth.  When  a  man  is  again 
and  again  chosen  for  a  position  of  public  honor  and  trust  it  is 
indicative  of  the  fact  that  the  public  have  reason  to  place  their 
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faith  in  him,  finding-  that  he  is  always  loyal  to  the  interests 
entrusted  to  his  care.  Such  has  been  the  record  of  Maurice  Dor- 
ney,  chief  of  police  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  who  for  twelve  years 
has  occupied  his  present  position.  He  was  born  in  Living-ston 
county,  August  6,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Ellen 
(Toomey)  Dorney.  Edward  Dorney  was  born  in  May,  1830,  in 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  a  son  of  William  and  Catherine 
(O’Brien)  Dorney,  who  both  passed  away  in  the  Emerald  isle. 
He  was  third  in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  and, 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1850,  spent  his  first  winter  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana.  He  then  removed  to  Butler  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  he  came  to  Livingston  county 
in  1864.  Here  he  rented  land  for  four  years  and  then  purchased 
a  farm  in  Blue  Mound  township,  extending  his  acreage  until  he 
owned  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  His  marriage  took  place 
in  Butler  county,  Ohio,  where  he  wedded  Miss  Ellen  Toomey,  a 
native  of  County  Waterford,  Ireland.  They  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children :  William,  who  resides  on  a  farm  in  Livingston 
county;  John,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  brother  William; 
Thomas,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years ;  Johanna, 
who  died  in  infancy ;  Michael  E.,  who  died  July  30,  1909 ;  Maurice  ; 
Dennis,  who  resides  on  the  home  place;  and  Ellen,  who  makes 
her  home  with  her  brother  Dennis.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Dorney  have  passed  away  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Chillicothe.  The  father  died  June  1,  1889,  and  the  mother  on 
the  25th  of  June,  1906. 

Maurice  Dorney  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  which  he  attended  to  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
He  then  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  which  he  followed  in 
Colorado  for  about  two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Chillicothe 
where  he  entered  business  circles  as  a  barber.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  thus  engaged,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  position  of  patrolman  from  Mayor  T.  Hoge.  He 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  a  year  and  was  then  elected  chief  of 
police  in  1901.  For  six  consecutive  terms  he  has  been  chosen 
for  this  office  and  will  have  served  for  twelve  years  if  he  remains 
in  his  present  position  until  May,  1913-  He  has  made  many 
important  arrests  and  has  filled  his  position  with  credit  to  him¬ 
self  and  to  the  city.  He  has  arrested  criminals  of  all  kinds  from 
those  engaged  in  chicken  thieving  to  bank  robbers.  Probably 
the  most  important  arrest  made  by  him  occurred  several  years 
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ago  when  he  and  two  patrolmen  arrested  four  bank  robbers  who 
dynamited  the  safe  in  the  Iowa  State  Bank  at  Udell,  escaping 
with  several  thousand  dollars.  The  robbers  were  in  a  saloon  on 
the  south  side  of  the  square  when  Chief  Dorney  and  two  of  his 
men  entered  the  saloon  with  drawn  revolvers  and  compelled  the 
culprits  to  throw  up  their  hands.  Each  of  the  robbers  carried 
two  guns  but  were  not  quick  enough  for  the  Chillicothe  officers 
and  as  a  result  of  their  crime  are  now  incarcerated  in  the  Iowa 
state  penitentiary.  In  1908  a  gang  of  silk  thieves  were  terroriz¬ 
ing  the  towns  near  Chillicothe  and  the  officers  were  unable  to 
cope  with  the  situation.  Chief  Dorney  was  called  into  the  case 
and  within  two  days  he  had  five  men  under  arrest  and  they  are 
now  in  the  penitentiary  at  Jefferson  City.  In  1909  there  were 
occurring  many  bank  and  postoffice  robberies  in  Livingston 
county  and  Chief  Dorney  assisted  the  federal  authorities  in  round¬ 
ing  up  the  gang,  all  of  whom  were  arrested  and  sent  to  the  federal 
prison.  Whenever  a  prisoner  has  been  taken  to  police  headquar¬ 
ters  he  has  always  been  greeted  by  the  chief,  after  which  he  has 
been  searched,  photographed  and  his  measurements  taken,  pre¬ 
liminary  to  undergoing  questions  by  the  chief.  Mr.  Dorney  does 
not  believe  in  antagonizing  the  prisoner  and  thinks  that  if  a  crim¬ 
inal  is  handled  carefully  and  with  kindness  he  will  be  more  apt  to 
give  out  his  story,  but  when  occasion  demands  the  chief’s  kind¬ 
ness  will  make  way  for  the  “third  degree.”  He  does  not  believe 
in  circumstantial  evidence  and  always  obtains  the  evidence  before 
the  case  is  called  in  court.  If  he  is  unable  to  secure  such  evidence 
as  he  feels  will  convict,  the  prisoner  is  discharged.  Mr.  Dorney 
always  uses  common  sense  in  settling  a  case  and  has  been  very 
successful.  During  his  twelve  years’  service  he  has  never  hit 
a  man  with  his  night  stick  or  a  blackjack  and  when  a  criminal 
has  been  taken  to  the  station  in  need  of  food  or  clothing  the  big- 
hearted  chief  would  provide  what  was  necessary.  He  is  a  believer 
in  charity  and  thinks  if  the  unfortunate  men  were  treated  with 
more  kindness  there  would  be  less  crime  and  fewer  criminals  in 
the  country. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dorney  has  always  been  a  democrat,  giving 
stalwart  support  to  the  party.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  While  he  has  been  offered  a  number 
of  good  places  at  the  head  of  railroad  departments  he  has  always 
preferred  to  remain  in  Chillicothe  where  he  has  a  wide  circle  of 
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friends  and  is  held  in  highest  esteem  by  the  law-abiding  citizens. 
His  name  has  become  a  menace  to  those  who  do  not  hold  them¬ 
selves  amenable  to  law  and  inspires  a  feeling  of  confidence  in  the 
virtuous,  self-respecting  class. 


HIRAM  BROWN. 

Hiram  Brown,  who  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  living 
retired  in  Utica,  still  owns  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  on 
section  36,  Green  township,  which  he  has  cultivated  since  beginning 
his  active  life  and  which  by  well  directed  effort  and  presevering  in¬ 
dustry  he  has  made  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  properties  in  this 
part  of  Missouri.  He  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  April  21,  1838, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Matilda  J.  (Snoddy)  Brown,  the  former 
for  many  years  well  known  throughout  all  sections  of  Ohio.  Both 
have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  in  the  fall  of  1888  and  the  mother 
in  1898.  They  are  buried  in  Ray  county,  Missouri. 

Hiram  Brown  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ray 
county,  Missouri,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in 
order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  After  five  years 
upon  the  homestead  he  began  his  independent  career,  purchasing  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  on  section  36,  Green  township,  whereon  he 
resided  until  he  retired  twenty  years  ago  from  its  operation.  As  the 
years  passed  by  he  made  substantial  improvements  upon  this  prop- 
erty,  built  a  fine  residence,  barns,  granaries  and  outbuildings  and 
made  it  in  every  respect  a  model  farm.  His  labors  in  the  fields 
were  rewarded  by  abundant  harvests  and  his  success  was  of  so  im¬ 
portant  a  character  that  it  constituted  an  element  in  the  general  devel¬ 
opment  and  progress  of  the  county.  In  addition  to  general  farming 
Mr.  Brown  was  also  interested  in  stock-raising. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1859,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Antoinette  Fortune,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will¬ 
iam  Fortune,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  William,  who  is  farming  in 
New  Mexico;  Carrie  Metilda,  who  died  April  7,  1898;  Ida  R.,  whose 
death  occurred  April  13,  1870;  Lula  R.,  who  passed  away  January  10, 
1907;  Porter,  who  operates  his  father’s  farm;  Edward  M.,  who  passed 
away  July  3,  1875;  Pearl  M.,  who  died  January  12,  1896;  Oletha, 
the  wife  of  Mathew  McCarthy,  a  banker  in  York,  North  Dakota;  and 
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Gertrude,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  McCarthy,  a  lawyer  of 
North  Dakota. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  local  post  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  in  this  way  keeping  in  touch  with  his  comrades  of 
the  Civil  war,  of  which  he  is  an  honored  veteran.  He  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  served  for  nine  years  as  road 
overseer  and  for  twelve  years  as  school  director.  He  is,  however, 
preeminently  a  business  man,  active  and  energetic,  who  throughout 
his  entire  life  has  been  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  who 
has  made  his  influence  felt  in  agricultural  development.  Nearly  a 
half  century  has  come  and  gone  since  he  made  his  home  in  this  county 
and  he  has,  therefore,  been  a  witness  of  many  of  the  changes  which 
time  and  man  have  wrought,  bearing  his  part  in  the  work  of  upbuild¬ 
ing  as  a  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  well  merits  the 
rest  from  active  work  which  he  now  enjoys. 


CHARLES  E.  McWILLIAMS. 

A  spirit  of  marked  enterprise  and  industry  characterizes  the  busi¬ 
ness  career  of  Charles  E.  McWilliams,  engaged  in  the  real-estate,  loan, 
abstract  and  insurance  business  in  Chillicothe.  His  standing  in  the 
commercial  circles  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  serving  as 
secretary  of  the  Chillicothe  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  connec¬ 
tion  his  labors  have  been  effective  and  far  reaching  in  promoting  the 
general  conditions  and  interests  of  the  city,  whereby  the  public  at 
large  has  benefited  while  individual  prosperity  has  been  advanced. 
With  a  nature  that  could  never  be  content  with  mediocrity  he  has 
utilized  his  opportunities  for  progress  and,  having  left  the  ranks  of 
the  many,  stands  among  the  successful  few.  He  was  born  in  Platts- 
burg,  Missouri,  and  is  a  son  of  W.  E.  and  Martha  (Shoemaker) 
McWilliams,  the  former  a  pioneer  of  that  section  of  the  state.  The 
father  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war  but  before  he  had  served  his  term 
engaged  a  substitute,  whom  he  paid  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  In  1866 
he  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  His  wife  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  Shoemaker,  a  native  of  Har¬ 
rison,  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1824  and  is  still  living.  The  family  on 
both  sides  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin  and  representatives  of  both 
branches  have  been  in  America  for  many  generations. 
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In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Charles  E.  McWilliams  at¬ 
tended  public  school  in  Plattsburg  and  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school  of  that  place.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  traveling 
salesman  for  a  general  farm  supply  house  and  worked  in  that  capacity 
for  two  years  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  remained  there 
until  1901.  In  that  year  he  became  identified  with  the  grain  and 
milling  business  and  when  he  abandoned  that  field  of  activity  he  be¬ 
came  connected  with  newspaper  and  real-estate  interests  in  Mead- 
ville,  Missouri.  In  the  fall  of  1907  he  came  to  Chillicothe,  Missouri, 
and  developed  the  different  branches  of  his  business  into  the  large 
concern,  of  which  he  is  now  the  head.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Chillicothe — president  of  the  Chillicothe  Abstract  & 
Realty  Company,  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Automobile  &  Supply 
Company,  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Cemetery  Company  and  of 
the  Livingston  County  Fair  Company,  and  secretary  of  the  Chilli¬ 
cothe  Chamber  of  Commerce — and  in  many  other  ways  he  has  been 
the  moving  factor  in  measures  for  the  general  progress. 

He  was  married  to  Hattie  M.  Reece,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Martha  (Newman)  Reece,  of  Lathrop,  Missouri.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina  and  a  pioneer  of  Missouri.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a  teamster  in  the  Black  Hills. 

In  politics  Mr.  McWilliams  adheres  to  the  progressive  wing  of 
the  democratic  party,  but  the  demands  of  his  business  have  left  him 
no  time  for  active  participation  in  political  affairs.  He  is  a  man  of 
marked  force  of  character,  strong  determination  and  honorable  pur¬ 
pose,  and  these  qualities  have  been  general  elements  in  a  career  which 
is  most  commendable  in  all  its  phases. 


WILLIAM  FREDERICK  WILLIAMS. 

William  Frederick  Williams  is  a  member  of  an  old  pioneer  family 
of  Livingston  county  and  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  on  sections  24  and  31,  Jackson  township,  being  born  near 
Springhill,  Missouri,  December  14,  1866.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
Harve  and  Mary  E.  (Sterlings)  Williams.  The  father  came  here 
with  his  parents,  who  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  He  took  up 
a  tract  of  land  covered  with  brush  and  timber,  and  giving  to  its 
clearing  his  incessant  labor  he  gradually  brought  his  tract,  acre  by 
acre,  under  the  plow  and  put  his  land  under  cultivation,  bringing  it 
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to  a  high  state  of  productivity  and  becoming  one  of  the  prominent 
agriculturists  of  the  section.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  call  for  troops  and  enlisted  for  service.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  was  a  democrat  and  a  public-spirited  man,  always  tak¬ 
ing  an  intelligent  interest  in  such  matters  as  affected  the  public  weal. 
He  died  February  3,  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years  and  found 
his  last  resting  place  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery,  his  passing  being 
deeply  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  highly  esteemed 
him  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  His  wife 
survives  him  and  now  makes  her  home  at  Brush,  Colorado. 

William  Frederick  Williams  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  near  his  father’s  farm,  abandoning  his  lessons  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  Early  he  became  acquainted  with  the  minor 
duties  on  the  home  place  and  after  leaving  school  ably  assisted  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  property  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
He  then  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  as  his  means  increased  gradually 
acquired  more  land  until  his  farm  comprised  four  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  this  property  by  its  appearance  denoting  the  prosperity 
of  its  owner.  He  has  since  erected  a  handsome  residence  and  built 
a  substantial  barn,  also  making  a  number  of  other  improvements  and 
instituting  equipment  that  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his 
establishment.  He  follows  general  farming  and  also  extensively 
specializes  in  stock-raising,  the  latter  branch  of  his  activity  returning 
to  him  gratifying  profits. 

On  January  28,  1891,  Mr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katie  Moseley,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  S.  and  Fannie  (Guth- 
ridge)  Moseley,  the  former  a  well  known  agriculturist  of  Jackson 
township,  but  the  latter  passed  away  on  November  1,  1875.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Ira  Bertis,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Jackson  University;  Velma  F.  and  J.  Howard,  attending  dis¬ 
trict  school;  and  Buel  S.,  five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Williams  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  of 
which  he  is  a  steadfast  supporter.  Taking  a  deep  interest  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters,  he  has  efficiently  served  for  ten  years  as  school  di¬ 
rector.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  he  being  an  active  and  helpful  member  of  the  local 
organization.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  One  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  men  in  Jackson  township,  the  success  of  Mr.  Williams  must 
largely  be  attributed  to  his  incessant  industry,  his  close  attention  to 
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detail  and  his  progressive  methods,  and  while  he  has  attained  to 
individual  success  and  prosperity,  he  has  been  a  factor  in  the  general 
agricultural  advancement  of  this  section  and  has  been  a  constructive 
force  in  the  development  of  agricultural  standards. 


REV.  E.  R.  DOWELL. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Dowell,  whose  work  in  connection  with  the  Baptist 
church  has  been  of  a  helpful  kind  in  those  communities  and  parishes 
where  he  has  worked,  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  4,  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county.  Coming  to  Livingston 
county  in  1861,  he  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  his  birth 
having  occurred  March  7,  1855,  and  his  parents  being  E.  R.  Dowell, 
Sr.,  and  Mary  F.  Dowell.  His  father  was  a  prosperous  agriculturist 
in  his  district  and  politically  prominent,  having  served  for  many  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  native  of  Meade  county,  Kentucky, 
and  a  son  of  James  Dowell.  Widely  known  and  well  beloved,  the 
father  passed  away  in  January,  1903,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
three  years  and  eleven  months.  His  wife  still  lives  in  Jackson  town¬ 
ship,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  one 
of  the  oldest  women  in  this  section. 

E.  R.  Dowell  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  where  he  was 
well  grounded  in  the  old-fashioned  virtues  of  honesty  and  industry 
by  his  parents,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  attended  the 
district  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father’s  home.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  rounded  out  his  learning  by  taking  courses  at  the  Grand 
River  College  and  was  ordained  on  June  18,  1889,  as  a  Baptist  min¬ 
ister.  Ever  since  he  left  school  he  has  engaged  in  the  dual  occupa¬ 
tions  of  farming  and  preaching,  having  achieved  success  along  both 
lines,  and  now  resides  on  the  place,  on  which  he  settled  over  fifty 
years  ago.  There  he  has  built  a  residence  and  made  a  number  of 
other  improvements,  engaging  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

On  October  25,  1876,  Rev.  E.  R.  Dowell  was  married  in  Jackson 
township  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Brassfield,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
A.  (Fletcher)  Brassfield,  both  prominent  in  the  county.  The  father 
was  widely  and  favorably  known  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the 
district,  where  he  passed  away  May  22,  1893*  M  an  a£e  nearly 
sixty-eight  years,  his  passing  being  mourned  by  a  great  number  of 
friends.  His  wife  followed  him  on  November  17,  1899,  being  about 
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sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  both  found  their  last  resting  place  in 
Brassfield  cemetery.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dowell  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Benjamin  A.,  a  blacksmith 
and  farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Oliver  R.,  who  follows  agricultural 
pursuits  in  the  same  township;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Straude  Pond, 
who  is  foreman  of  the  smelter  mills  of  Joplin,  Missouri;  Corda  B., 
a  farmer  of  Cream  Ridge  township;  and  Paul  M.,  attending-  district 
school  No.  5.  Charles  F.,  another  son,  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  four 
years  and  is  buried  in  Brassfield  cemetery. 

A  practical  man  and  a  Christian  gentleman,  Mr.  Dowell  is  highly 
respected  and  well  beloved  by  all  those  who  know  him  and  are  appre¬ 
ciative  of  his  many  distinctive  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  which 
make  for  him  friends  wherever  known.  He  has  only  one  fraternal 
association,  which  connects  him  with  the  Masonic  body,  in  which 
he  is  a  master  Mason,  and  he  exemplifies  the  beneficent  tenets  which 
are  professed  by  the  brethren  of  that  order  in  his  daily  life.  Truly 
helpful  and  ever  ready  to  cooperate  in  matters  undertaken  to  benefit 
the  people,  he  has  not  only  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes 
which  have  occurred  here,  but  a  forceful  factor  in  upbuilding  and 
development. 


ADOLPHUS  ROBERTS. 

O11  the  roster  of  county  officials  in  Livingston  county  appears 
the  name  of  Adolphus  Roberts,  now  serving  his  second  term  as  county 
treasurer.  Moreover,  for  twenty-one  years  he  was  closely  associated 
with  farming  interests  in  this  section  and  his  record  both  as  an  agri¬ 
culturist  and  official  is  such  that  it  has  brought  him  in  large  measure 
the  confidence,  good-will  and  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Clarion  county,  November  6,  1851,  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Catherine 
(Frasier)  Roberts,  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The  father  was 
born  July  13,  1819,  and  the  mother  on  September  20,  1826.  Their 
marriage  occurred  on  the  18th  of  May,  1847,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  ten  children.  The  parents  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Illinois,  in  1856  and  remained  in  that  section  until  1870, 
when  they  came  to  Livingston  county. 

Adolphus  Roberts  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  and  had  completed  his  course  when  he  moved 
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to  Utica,  Missouri,  with  his  parents.  He  here  engaged  in  various 
occupations  until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  after  which  he  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Avalon,  being  continuously  connected  with  farming 
interests  for  twenty-one  years.  In  1904  he  left  the  farm  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Chillicothe,  having  been  elected  in  that  year  to  the 
office  of  county  treasurer.  His  able  work  won  him  reelection  in 
1908  and  he  is  still  serving,  proving  himself  a  capable  and  reliable 
official  as  well  as  a  resourceful  financier. 

On  January  10,  1884,  Mr.  Roberts  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sadie  McCloughan,  a  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Mary  (Smith) 
McCloughan.  The  father  was  born  near  Akron,  Ohio,  and  went 
from  that  state  to  Warsaw,  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  where  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Smith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Mary  Agnes,  who  was  born  October  13,  1886,  and 
who  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  McCrum,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  and  Charles 
Alfred,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  The  family  are  devout 
adherents  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Livings¬ 
ton  county  where  he  has  long  made  his  home.  His  record  is  indeed 
a  commendable  one  and  no  word  of  reproach  has  ever  been  uttered 
against  his  official  service.  In  all  the  relations  of  his  life  his  course 
has  been  characterized  by  the  strictest  fidelity  to  principle,  and  his 
fine  traits  of  character  and  his  genial  personality  have  won  for  him 
many  warm  friends. 


HERMAN  BONDERER. 

That  this  is  the  land  of  opportunities  for  the  sons  of  all  nations 
is  evident  in  the  life  record  of  Herman  Bonderer,  a  native  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  who  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1882  and  whose  efforts  along 
agricultural  lines  have  been  attended  with  success  to  such  a  degree  that 
he  today  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  rich  and 
bearing  acres  on  sections  17  and  8,  adjoining  Utica.  Herman  Bon¬ 
derer  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  May,  1882,  coming  from  the  Canton  St. 
Gallen,  Switzerland.  His  birth  occurred  at  Vattis,  September  8,  1851. 
His  parents  were  August  and  Ursula  (Yager)  Bonderer,  both  of 
whom  spent  all  their  lives  in  their  native  country  and  are  buried  at  the 
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Vattis  cemetery.  He  received  his  education  in  the  excellent  schools 
of  his  native  country  and  left  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He 
then  became  connected  with  one  of  the  principal  manufactures  of  the 
little  land  of  the  Alps^ — the  making  of  cheese  and  butter — and  was  so 
occupied  until  he  came  to  this  country,  where  he  found  employment 
along  the  same  line,  using  the  valuable  experience  which  he  had 
gained  in  his  native  land.  By  industry  and  thrift  he  had  succeeded 
in  saving  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  in  the  old  country,  to  enable  him 
to  purchase  eighty-five  acres  of  his  present  property  in  1883,  and  he 
began  to  engage  thereon  in  mixed  farming,  raising  principally  com 
and  hay,  which  he  fed  to  his  cattle.  Gradually  he  extended  his 
activities  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cider,  also  operated  a 
corn  grinder  and  ran  a  sawmill.  He  added  to  his  farm  and  as  the  years 
have  passed  he  has  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
by  his  progressive  spirit  and  systematic  methods,  and  careful  selec¬ 
tion  and  rotation  of  crops,  has  improved  his  property  to  such  an  extent 
that  today  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  locality. 
He  has  made  extensive  improvements,  erecting  such  buildings  as  were 
necessary,  and  his  farm  bespeaks  careful  management  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Bonderer  married  in  Utica,  Missouri,  on  May  21,  1885,  Miss 
Annie  Meier,  a  daughter  of  Andreas  and  Lucia  (Lotsher)  Meier, 
both  natives  of  Switzerland  who  never  left  that  country,  and  are  both 
deceased  and  buried  at  Schiers,  Canton  Graubuenden,  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonderer  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living:  Marie,  who  assists  her  mother  in  the  house¬ 
hold;  Herman,  Jr.,  who  helps  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
farm;  Theodore,  who  teaches  in  the  public  schools  of  Utica;  Betty, 
who  is  employed  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  that  city;  Anthony 
and  Josephine,  attending  school;  August,  who  passed  away  in  1887, 
in  infancy;  and  Louisa,  who  died  in  1888  while  quite  young.  The 
two  last  named  are  both  buried  in  Chillicothe. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Bonderer  are  with  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Although  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  he 
takes  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  especially  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  this  section,  in  particular  in  relation  to  agriculture. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  which  serv¬ 
ices  they  attend.  Mr.  Bonderer,  by  his  industry  and  energy,  has 
found  substantial  reward  in  this  country,  to  which  he  turned  for 
such  opportunities  as  his  native  land  could  not  give  him.  From 
year  to  year  he  has  advanced  and  by  husbanding  his  resources  and 
earnings  has  attained  to  an  important  position  among  the  agricul- 
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turists  of  this  section  and  has  not  only  attained  individual  success 
but  through  his  progressive  methods  has  been  constructive  in  the 
development  of  agriculture  in  general.  From  morn  till  night  he  has 
daily  labored  to  reach  the  goal  and  finds  today  his  reward  in  having 
attained  that  which  he  set  out  to  encompass. 


WILLIAM  M.  GIRDNER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  M.  Girdner,  physician  and  surgeon,  who  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  has  been  practicing  continuously  and  ably  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  on  September  21,  1867,  a 
son  of  David  and  Martha  (Smith)  Girdner.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  David  and  Elizabeth  (P'erman)  Girdner,  were  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  went  from  that  state  to  Greene  county, 
Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Kentucky,  coming  finally  as  pioneers  to  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  in  1834  and  residing  here  until  their  deaths,  the  grand¬ 
father  passing  away  on  the  31st  of  January,  1864,  and  the  grandmother 
in  November,  1862.  David  Girdner  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  served  through  the  entire  period  of  hostilities  as  drum 
major  of  his  regiment.  In  his  family  wTere  thirteen  children:  David. 
Mrs.  Mary  White,  Mrs.  Nancy  Blakely,  Granberry,  Michael,  Charles 
G.,  Mrs.  Mahala  Yates,  Joseph,  James  M.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Darr, 
Eliza,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  A.  David  Girdner,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Whitley  county,  Kentucky,  on 
May  3,  1826.  He  had  always  been  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  at 
one  time  was  a  very  extensive  land  owner,  holding  title  to  one 
thousand  and  thirty-five  acres.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Martha  Smith,  was  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha  Smith, 
who  were  the  parents  of  six  children :  Martha,  the  mother  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  review;  Sophronia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Louis  Clark; 
Rebecca,  who  married  Charles  Girdner;  William;  Sarah,  who  became 
the  wife  of  William  Webster;  and  Jemima,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Girdner  became  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Michael  P.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  3d  of  February,  i860; 
Jonathan  C.,  born  on  the  22d  of  July,  1861 ;  Sarah  E.,  born  October 
30,  1863;  Louis  M.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  13th  of  July,  1865; 
William  M.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Jemima,  born  December 
20,  1870. 
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Dr.  William  M.  Girdner  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  in 
Livingston  county  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
After  completing  the  usual  course  he  studied  medicine  and  located 
for  practice  in  Chillicothe,  where  he  has  since  resided,  being  num¬ 
bered  among  the  most  able,  conscientious  and  efficient  members  of 
the  profession  in  the  city.  Reading  and  research  keep  him  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  the  profession  and  he  is  most 
careful  in  the  diagnosis  of  a  case  and  judicious  in  his  application 
of  scientific  principles.  Aside  from  his  private  practice  he  is  serving 
as  president  of  the  Chillicothe  Board  of  Health  and  as  state  physician 
of  the  Industrial  Home  for  Girls. 

Dr.  Girdner  was  married  on  July  19,  1896,  to  Miss  Frankie 
Black,  a  native  of  Livingston  county  and  a  daughter  of  James  F. 
Black  of  Jackson  township,  and  of  this  union  has  been  born  one 
son,  Flavel,  who  is  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  Doctor  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per¬ 
tains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  his  city,  although  his  public 
spirit  never  takes  the  form  of  office  seeking.  He  has  throughout  his 
life  made  wise  use  of  his  time  and  talents  and  his  ability  and  attain¬ 
ments  have  placed  him  in  a  leading  position  among  the  physicians  of 
this  part  of  Missouri. 


FRANK  T.  STEVENSON. 

Frank  T.  Stevenson,  engaged  in  general  farming  upon  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  32,  township  59,  range 
22,  Medicine  township,  is  also  well  known  in  this  locality  as  a  suc¬ 
cessful  auctioneer.  He  was  born  in  Linn  county,  May  22,  1884,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  T.  and  Frances  (Kirby)  Stevenson.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  April,  1911,  and  is  buried  at  Mount  Olive.  The 
father  survives  her  and  makes  his  home  in  Linn  county. 

Frank  T.  Stevenson  acquired  his  education  in  the  country  schools 
of  Livingston  county,  whither  he  came  with  his  parents  when  he 
was  three  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  laid  aside  his 
books  and  for  seven  years  thereafter  assisted  his  father  with  the 
work  of  the  farm,  becoming  familiar  in  this  way  with  the  details  and 
methods  of  modern  farm  operation.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
bought  his  present  one  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  on  section  32, 
Medicine  township.  He  has  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation  and 
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engages  in  mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  keeping  fine  stock.  At 
the  present  time  he  has  five  horses,  seven  head  of  cattle  and  twenty- 
four  brood  sows,  his  stock-raising  interests  being  very  important  and 
profitable.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  a  progressive  and  practical  farmer  and 
in  addition  a  resourceful  and  able  business  man,  and  his  success  has 
come  as  a  natural  result  of  his  industry  and  well  directed  labor. 

At  the  Leopolis  Catholic  church,  in  Medicine  township,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1906,  Mr.  Stevenson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Raney,  a  daughter  of  James  C.  Raney,  of  whom  further  mention 
is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  have  two 
children,  Frances  and  John.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Stevenson  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  1912  he  joined 
the  progressive  party.  He  is  well  known  throughout  this  section  as 
a  representative  agriculturist  and  a  citizen  whose  support  can  be  relied 
upon  to  further  any  measure  or  movement  that  will  promote  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  county. 


GEORGE  W.  RICE. 

George  W.  Rice  occupies  a  foremost  position  in  agricultural  circles 
in  Livingston  county  as  the  owner  of  a  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acre  farm  near  Utica,  known  as  Hillside  Ranch,  and  is  prominent 
in  the  section  not  only  as  a  successful  farmer  but  also  as  a  merchant 
and  hotel  keeper.  Whatever  line  of  endeavor  he  has  followed  he 
has  made  a  success  of,  and  he  is  considered  today  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  the  locality  and  wherever  known  is  highly  regarded. 
His  farm,  part  of  which  was  the  homestead  owned  by  his  father,  is 
under  high  cultivation,  bringing  him  gratifying  financial  returns. 

George  W.  Rice  was  born  near  Detroit,  Michigan,  July  20,  1853, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  section  about  1866,  when  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age.  He  is  a  son  of  H.  J.  and  Sarah  M.  (Johnston) 
Rice.  After  settling  here  the  father  engaged  for  many  years  in  the 
hotel  business  and  invested  his  earnings  also*  in  land,  becoming  prom¬ 
inent  and  well  known.  He  was  very  popular  and  everyone  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  spoke  highly  of  him.  He  passed 
away  in  1906,  having  survived  his  wife  for  about  fourteen  years, 
she  passing  away  in  1892,  and  both  found  their  last  resting  place 
in  Utica  cemetery.  The  Rice  family  is  one  of  the  old  eastern 
American  families  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent. 
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George  W.  Rice  pursued  his  education  partly  in  Michigan  and 
completed  the  same  in  the  public  schools  of  Utica,  graduating  from 
the  Chillicothe  College.  To  prepare  himself  for  a  commercial  career 
and  to  become  acquainted  with  practical  ideas  of  life  he  entered 
upon  a  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  he  pursued  a  commercial  course.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  his  education  was  completed  and  he  started  out  well 
equipped  with  theoretical  knowledge  to  take  up  the  battle  of  life.  His 
first  employment  was  as  a  bookkeeper  for  a  wholesale  produce  com¬ 
pany  and  he  relinquished  this  position  to  become  clerk  in  a  general 
store.  The  life  of  the  open  appealing  strongly  to  his  nature,  he 
made  a  change  in  his  vocation  and  for  five  years  subsequently  engaged 
in  farming.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  Rice  House,  a 
hotel  which  he  managed  for  several  years,  and  in  the  conduct  of 
which  he  acquired  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to  establish  himself 
in  the  general  mercantile  business  in  Plymouth,  Missouri,  where  he 
conducted  a  store  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
returned  to  Utica  to  look  after  the  farm  property  which  had  become 
his  and  there  he  specialized  in  the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock,  giving 
particular  attention  to  sheep  farming  and  milch  cows.  Since  he 
acquired  his  property  he  has  remodeled  the  residence  which  had  been 
built  thereon  and  has  instituted  numberless  improvements,  rebuild¬ 
ing  and  refitting  barns  and  outbuildings  and  acquiring  all  such  equip¬ 
ment  which  is  considered  necessary  in  the  conduct  of  a  modern  agri¬ 
cultural  establishment. 

On  July  2,  1874,  Mr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage  in  Chillicothe, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Rogers,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Adeline 
Rogers,  the  former  of  whom  for  many  years  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
Rogers  House  and  after  disposing  of  his  hotel  interests  became  prom¬ 
inent  as  a  shipper  of  live  stock.  Prosperity  attended  his  efforts  and 
he  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  in  this  section,  highly  esteemed 
and  greatly  honored.  He  passed  away  in  August,  1887,  and  is 
buried  in  'Creston,  Iowa,  while  his  wife  survived  him  for  a  decade, 
dying  in  1897,  in  July,  and  finding  her  last  resting  place  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  Colorado.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  three  children : 
Carl  L.,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  one  of  his  father’s  farms;  Harry 
D.,  who  resides  at  Brookfield,  Missouri;  and  Ralph  L.,  who  is  a 
telegraph  operator  in  the  general  offices  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
Company. 

Mr.  Rice  is  interested  in  various  other  institutions  which  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  growth  and  development  of  Livingston  county  and 
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among  others  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chilli- 
cothe.  His  political  convictions  incline  him  toward  the  republican 
party,  for  the  candidates  and  measures  of  which  he  has  always  stood 
steadfast.  For  seventeen  years  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Americans,  a  fraternal 
insurance  order.  The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  Rice  is  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  which  he  attends  and  in  the  work  of  which  organi¬ 
zation  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  Mr.  Rice  has  always 
led  a  busy  and  useful  life  to  which  indolence  and  idleness  have  been 
foreign,  and  thereby  has  not  only  achieved  his  own  success,  but  has 
contributed  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  Livingston  county 
and  the  particular  section  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  and  his  labors 
have  been  largely  constructive  in  the  development  of  agriculture  in 
this  section.  He  is  willing  and  even  glad  to  bear  his  share  in  making 
this  one  of  the  richest  and  most  prosperous  portions  of  the  state 
and  is  actuated  in  his  undertakings  by  a  spirit  of  contagious  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  unabating  energy  that  has  inspired  others  to  do  likewise. 
Industry  and  energy,  guided  by  the  wisdom  of  his  experience  and  by 
his  seldom  failing  judgment,  have  made  him  one  of  the  substantial 
and  influential  men  in  these  parts,  and  through  the  position  which  he 
holds  and  by  virtue  thereof  he  has  become  a  serviceable  factor  in  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  Livingston  county. 


ARTHUR  J.  SIMPSON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Simpson,  a  prominent  and  successful  representative 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Chillicothe,  is  a  native  son  of  the  city, 
born  July  18,  1874.  John  Simpson,  the  grandfather,  came  originally 
from  Tennessee,  and  the  grandmother  from  Virginia.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  are  William  Robert  and  Arabella  (Hoge)  Simpson, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Livingston  county.  The  father  acquired 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  later  studied  medicine  in 
St.  Louis,  graduating  from  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  in  1871, 
(now  the  medical  department  of  Washington  University)  and  after¬ 
ward  taking  post-graduate  courses  in  Chicago  and  New  York  city. 
He  was  for  seven  years  physician  to  the  State  Industrial  Home  for 
Girls  and  for  eight  years  on  the  board  of  examining  surgeons  for 
pensions. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Simpson  began  his  medical  studies  in  the  University 
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Medical  College  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1895,  since  which  time  he  has  taken  courses  of  study  in  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Chicago,  New  York  and  in  European  medical  colleges. 
The  principal  part  of  his  professional  labors  is  in  the  line  of  general 
and  special  surgery  and  his  skill  and  success  have  attracted  universal 
attention.  He  has  resided  continuously  in  Chillicothe. 

Dr.  Simpson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta  Taylor,  in 
1895,  and  their  circle  of  friends  is  an  extensive  one.  Dr.  Simpson 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  is  active  and 
progressive  in  all  matters  of  citizenship.  He  is  well  known  in  the 
Masonic  order  and  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 


CHARLES  F.  ADAMS. 

Charles  F.  Adams,  who  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been 
closely  and  influentially  associated  with  the  business  interests  of 
Chillicothe  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Adams  &  Sons,  wholesale 
grocers,  was  born  in  Vermont,  August  25,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles  A.  and  Eliza  (Peabody)  Adams,  both  of  whom  have  passed 
away,  the  mother’s  death  having  occurred  in  1902  and  the  father’s 
in  1904.  They  are  buried  in  the  Chillicothe  cemetery. 

Charles  F.  Adams  was  still  a  child  when  his  parents  came  to 
Livingston  county  and  when  he  had  reached  the  usual  age  he  en¬ 
tered  a  little  country  school  known  as  Oakdale  school,  and  later 
attended  the  Adams  schoolhouse.  After  pursuing  the  usual 
course  of  studies  he  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and 
for  twenty  years  thereafter  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  engaged  also  in  the  creamery  business.  He  then 
went  to  Browning  and  for  four  years  engaged  in  business  there, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  opened 
his  present  wholesale  grocery  store,  with  the  management  and 
control  of  which  he  has  since  been  identified.  He  conducts  one 
establishment  in  Chillicothe  and  a  branch  at  Brookfield,  Linn 
county,  both  enterprises  being  managed  under  the  firm  name  of 
Adams  &  Sons.  From  the  beginning  Mr.  Adams  inaugurated  a 
policy  of  courtesy,  fair  dealing  and  reasonable  prices  and  upon 
this  substantial  commercial  foundation  has  built  up  an  important 
and  lucrative  trade  which  increases  constantly  year  by  year.  He 
has  also  found  time  to  devote  to  other  interests,  being  president 
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of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  holding  the  same  position  in  the 
Chilhcothe  Factory  Site  Association,  while  he  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Adams  was  married  in  Chillicothe  in  1888  to  Miss  Mary 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  E.  and  Janie  (Hutchins)  Jones,  who 
have  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  have  six  children:  Alice 
and  Forrest,  who  live  at  home;  Mildred,  who  is  attending  Hosmer 

Hall  in  St.  Louis;  and  Charles  Jr.,  George  and  Dorothy,  all  at 
home. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  has  been 
called  upon  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  fill  a  number  of  important 
official  positions.  He  has  been  mayor  of  Chillicothe  and  also 
president  of  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  Highway  Commission  and 
at  present  is  serving  as  president  of  the  local  board  of  public 
works.  He  has  membership  in  the  United  Commercial  Travel¬ 
er  s  Association,  being  a  charter  member  and  holds  the  same  dis¬ 
tinction  in  regard  to  the  Elks’  lodge.  His  religious  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church,  South.  He  is 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  both  public  life  and  111  business  circles 
and  is  deeply  interested  in  any  good  work  that  tends  toward  the 
development  of  his  town  and  county.  Few  men  are  more  promi¬ 
nent  or  more  widely  known  in  Chillicothe  than  Charles  F.  Adams, 
for  throughout  a  long  period  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
its  business  life  and  in  everything  which  pertains  to  its  expansion 
and  development. 


MILLARD  C.  GREGG. 

Millard  C.  Gregg,  a  well  known  and  representative  agriculturist 
of  Medicine  township,  where  he  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  section  28,  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  September  3, 
1870.  He  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Westcott)  Gregg,  the 
former  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  for  many  years  prominent  and 
well  known  in  Laredo,  Missouri,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1910. 

Millard  C,  Gregg  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Illinois,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  afterward 
assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm  for  about  four  years  and 
then  worked  for  three  years  as  a  farm  laborer.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  rented  land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  this 
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way  for  eight  years.  He  then  left  Illinois  and  came  to  Missouri, 
buying  a  farm  in  Linn  county  which  he  operated  for  about  five 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Livingston  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  28, 
township  59,  range  22,  in  Medicine  township,  and  with  characteristic 
energy  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  development,  having  now 
about  seventy  acres  under  cultivation.  He  engages  in  mixed  farm¬ 
ing  and  is  also  interested  in  stock-raising,  keeping  twelve  horses,  five 
head  of  cattle,  sixty  swine  and  about  fifty  sheep.  He  has  always 
been  strictly  up-to-date  in  his  farming,  has  made  use  of  modern  imple¬ 
ments  and  scientific  methods  and  in  this  way  has  gained  success. 

In  Grundy  county,  Missouri,  on  February  13,  1900,  Mr.  Gregg 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Comora  Schumacher,  a  daughter  of 
Eli  and  Ellen  (Sallee)  Boudro,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1895. 
His  widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  of 
this  review.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregg  have  two  children,  Tressie  and 
Ethel.  Mrs.  Gregg  also  has  a  daughter,  Gladys  Schumacher,  by  her 
former  marriage. 

Mr.  Gregg  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  his 
fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has  for 
two  years  been  a  school  director.  His  success  has  been  by  no  means 
the  result  of  fortunate  circumstances;  it  has  come  to  him  through 
energy,  labor  and  perseverance  directed  by  business  ability  and  has 
been  so  worthily  used  that  no  man  in  the  township  is  held  in  higher 
regard  than  Mr.  Gregg. 


JULIAN  ROCKHOLD. 

Julian  Rockhold  is  a  prominent  representative  of  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  in  Mooresville  township,  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  owning  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sections  26  and  27.  He 
is  a  native  of  Green  township,  this  county,  being  born  January  23, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Cave)  Rockhold.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Livingston  county,  where  he 
followed  farming  during  all  his  life,  buying  his  first  land  at  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre.  It  was  timber  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
brought  under  the  plow  by  incessant  labor  and  under  untold  hard¬ 
ships,  but  he  gradually  succeeded  in  transforming  this  wild  tract  into 
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a  valuable  farm.  The  father  was  very  well  known  and  well  liked 
in  this  section,  enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  were  acquainted  with 
him.  He  passed  away  in  1877,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  in 
1886,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Utica  cemetery.  John  Rockhold  was 
an  indulgent  and  kind  father  and  husband  and  his  demise  not  only 
occasioned  deep  mourning  to  his  own  family  but  was  widely  regretted 
by  a11  those  who  had  learned  to  esteem  and  honor  him.  The  family 
is  of  German  origin,  having  come  to  this  country  at  an  early  date  in 

its  history.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rockhold  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children. 

Julian  Rockhold  received  his  education  in  the  Brush  College, 
which  derived  its  name  from  the  fact  that  it  was  standing  on  a 
stretch  of  brush  land.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  discontinued 
his  lessons  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work,  gradually  acquir¬ 
ing  under  the  latter’s  able  guidance  thorough  methods  of  farm  cul¬ 
ture.  Subsequently,  in  1883,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  owns  today,  and  as  his  resources  increased 
he  extended  his  holdings  to  the  present  acreage.  Our  subject  has 
instituted  many  improvements  on  his  farm  and  has  placed  thereon 
such  equipment  as  is  considered  necessary  on  an  up-to-date  and  mod¬ 
ern  agricultural  establishment.  His  property  stands  today  as  a  credit 
to  his  energy  and  industry  and  presents  a  pleasing  appearance,  be¬ 
speaking  the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  He  engages  in  mixed  farming, 
largely  specializing  in  the  raising  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

On  February  22,  1883,  Mr.  Rockhold  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Mooresville  township,  to  Miss  Leora  Kirtley,  a  daughter  of  Marcus 
and  Mary  C.  (Stuckey)  Kirtley,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  pioneer  farmer  of  this  district.  He  passed  away  in  1882,  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Mooresville  ceme¬ 
tery,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children,  namely:  Homer;  Melvin; 
Leora,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Neill;  and  Gertrude,  who  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1885,  and  is  also  buried  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rockhold  are  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters : 
Herbert,  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe, 
Missouri;  Buford,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  district; 
May,  the  wife  of  Hobart  Bryan,  a  farmer  in  Mooresville  township; 
Eugene,  who  is  still  attending  school  and  assists  his  father  in  the 
work  upon  the  farm ;  and  Genevieve,  also  attending  school.  Among 
the  many  and  important  improvements  which  Mr.  Rockhold  made 
upon  his  property  is  the  family  residence,  which  is  very  comfortable, 
handsome  and  modernly  equipped. 
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Mr.  Rockhold  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Mooresville  Savings  Bank 
and  his  political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party,  which  finds 
in  him  a  stanch  supporter.  He  has  always  championed  the  cause  of 
education  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  served  in  the  capacity  of 
school  director  of  this  district.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  The  success  of  Mr.  Rockhold  must  be 
largely  attributed  to  his  energy  and  industry  and  the  intelligent  man¬ 
agement  of  his  affairs,  but  he  himself  gives  largely  credit  for  his 
attainments  to  his  wife,  who  has  been  his  true  and  faithful  helpmate 
for  many  years.  He  has  made  a  creditable  record  in  agricultural 
circles  and  his  work  has  not  only  resulted  in  financial  independence 
to  himself  but  has  been  largely  constructive  in  the  development  of 
agricultural  methods  in  this  locality  and  the  prosperity  which  he  has 
attained  is  the  natural  outcome  of  incessant  and  intelligently  applied 
efforts.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  character  and  highly  esteemed  and 
honored  wherever  known,  his  sterling  qualities  having  won  him  the 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  H.  RUDDY. 

One  of  the  enterprising  business  men  of  'Chillicothe  is  William  H. 
Ruddy,  who  is  connected  with  important  mercantile  interests  as  a 
dealer  in  meats.  He  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  and  his  enter¬ 
prising  methods  and  careful  management  promise  further  success 
in  the  future.  Mr.  Ruddy  is  a  native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  born 
near  Monroeville,  October  4,  i860,  his  parents  being  Michael  and 
Mary  (Welch)  Ruddy,  natives  of  Ireland.  They  came  to  America 
in  the  early  years  and  made  their  first  location  in  New  York  state, 
and  later  settled  in  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  farming  until 
November  28,  1878,  when  he  came  to  Missouri,  the  family  locating 
on  a  farm  near  Avalon,  in  Livingston  county.  This  property  Mr. 
Ruddy  improved  and  developed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
August,  1910.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away,  her  death  having 
occurred  in  Chillicothe.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  in  this  religion  reared  the  nine  children  born 
to  their  union. 

William  H.  Ruddy  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  his  parents  settled  before  they  came  to 
Missouri.  He  began  his  independent  career  in  Livingston  county, 
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where  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  afterward  abandoned  this  in  order 
to  establish  himself  in  the  meat  business  in  Chillicothe,  where  he 
now  has  one  of  the  high-class  markets  in  the  city.  He  is  accorded 
a  liberal  patronage  and  his  business  is  growing  annually  in  volume 
and  importance.  The  success  of  his  undertaking  is  entirely  attribu¬ 
table  to  his  own  efforts,  for  his  methods  are  careful  and  systematic  and 
his  business  discernment  keen,  and  these  qualities  constitute  important 
elements  in  the  attainment  of  prosperity. 

In  June,  1888,  Mr.  Ruddy  married  Miss  Ann  Jordan,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky  in  September,  1864.  Both  are  well  known  socially 
in  this  city  and  are  also  active  in  religious  circles,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Without  desire  for  public 
office,  Mr.  Ruddy  gives  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  public  welfare  which 
he  has  aided  in  promoting  by  his  private  activities.  He  has  put  forth 
diligent  effort  along  mercantile  lines  and  has  secured  a  gratifying 
trade  by  reason  of  his  honest  dealing  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please 
his  patrons. 


CHARLES  E.  VADNAIS. 

Charles  E.  Vadnais  is  prominently  connected  with  agricultural 
interests  in  Mooresville  township,  Livingston  county,  where  he  culti¬ 
vates  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
of  which  he  owns  and  two  hundred  and  forty  of  which  he  rents  from 
his  father.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  same  place  on  which  he  now  makes  his  home,  August  21, 
1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Octave  and  Rebecca  (Marts)  Vadnais.  Octave 
Vadnais  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section,  having  settled  on  the 
property,  which  he  now  rents  to  his  son  and  where  he  now  resides, 
in  1869.  There  he  reared  his  family.  Before  that  he  volunteered 
for  service  in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war  and  was  assigned  to 
duty  as  foreman  and  also  after  the  war  on  the  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joe  Railroad,  which  was  recently  assimilated  by  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy.  During  the  time  that  he  worked  as  railroad 
employe  he  saved  his  earnings  and  by  his  thrift  and  industry  was 
enabled  to  buy  the  property  that  he  now  owns.  The  principles  which 
induced  him  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Union  cause  decided  him  in  his 
political  later-day  affiliations  and  he  has  ever  since  voted  the  republican 
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ticket.  Mrs.  Vadnais  passed  away  in  July,  1903,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three  years,  and  found  her  last  resting  place  in  Utica  cemetery.  To 
them  was  born  a  family  of  four  children:  Charles  E.,  of  this  review; 
Richard  R.,  a  partner  of  his  older  brother;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
Harry  H.  Stone,  a  harness  maker  of  Lanesboro,  Iowa;  and  Florence 
D.,  the  wife  of  Everett  G.  Battis,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.  The  father  of  our  subject  is  not  only  well  beloved 
by  his  family,  to  whom  he  has  always  been  a  good  father,  but  is  gen¬ 
erally  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  he  has  made  his 
home  for  over  forty  years.  Wherever  known  he  is  well  liked  and  he 
is  popular  with  many  in  the  county. 

Charles  E.  Vadnais  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  in  the 
acquirement  of  an  education  attended  public  school  in  Mooresville, 
laying  aside  his  school  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  The  sum¬ 
mer  months,  however,  were  largely  devoted  to  work  around  the  farm 
and  there  he  acquired  the  details  of  thorough  methods  of  agriculture 
under  the  able  direction  of  his  father.  He  has  followed  farming  all 
his  life  and  engaged  in  it  along  general  lines,  making  live  stock 
an  important  branch  of  his  endeavors.  He  raises  yearly  about  thirty- 
three  head  of  cattle,  seventeen  horses,  one  hundred  hogs  and  a 
number  of  sheep,  and  derives  from  this  branch  of  his  establishment 
a  substantial  income.  He  has  acquired  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  and  two  hundred  and  forty  he  rents  from  his  father. 

Charles  E.  Vadnais  was  married  in  Mooresville,  Missouri,  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1902,  to  Miss  Lucie  E.  Hudgins,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  Hudgins.  Mr.  Hudgins  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  and  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  section.  Both  parents  are 
deceased  and  buried  in  Mooresville  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vadnais 
have  three  children:  Raymond  R.  and  Charles  C.,  attending  school; 
and  Gertrude  I.  E. 

As  his  farm  has  increased  in  value  and  his  lands  have  returned 
larger  and  larger  financial  results  Mr.  Vadnais  has  become  interested 
in  various  other  enterprises,  among  them  the  Mooresville  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  serves  as  vice  president.  In  politics  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent,  preferring  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  in 
matters  of  preference  and  giving  his  support  to  such  men  and  measures 
as  he  deems  best  fitted  to  serve  the  better  interests  of  the  majority. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  confined  to  the  Modem  Woodmen  of 
America.  Mr.  Vadnais’  activities  along  agricultural  lines  have  not 
only  brought  about  his  own  success  but  he  has  been  constructive  in 
the  development  of  agricultural  methods  in  this  section  and  in  that 
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way  has  contributed  to  general  prosperity.  The  improvements  on 
his  farm,  which  were  made  by  his  father  and  by  himself,  and  the 
well  kept  appearance  of  his  property  are  indications  which  bespeak 
his  industry  and  energy.  He  has  made  a  success  of  his  life  work  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  well  liked 
wherever  known. 


D.  S.  POTTER. 

D.  S.  Potter,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Hershel  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  connected  with  agricultural  interests 
of  Cream  Ridge  township  as  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  was  born  in  Lawnridge,  Illinois,  August  15,  1864,  a 
son  of  Russell  and  Betsy  (Taylor)  Potter.  The  father,  who  was 
born  February  13,  1828,  was  a  farmer  during  his  active  life,  but 
for  several  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  May  4,  1899,  lived 
retired.  He  is  buried  in  Greenfield,  Iowa,  and  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  was  born  December  21,  1831,  and  makes  her  home  there. 
In  their  family  were  four  children  besides  the  subject  of  this  review, 
namely:  Louisa,  the  widow  of  Asahel  Fuller,  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska; 
George  W.,  who  died  at  Greenfield,  Iowa;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  S.  Y. 
Cornell,  of  Greenfield,  Iowa;  and  Palmer,  who  has  passed  away  and 
is  buried  at  Lawnridge,  Illinois. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  D.  S.  Potter  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Lawnridge  and  later  college  at  Galesburg,  Illinois. 
He  followed  farming  for  some  time  thereafter  and  began  his  business 
career  as  an  employe  of  the  Hershel  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Peoria,  starting  as  shipping  clerk  and  by  reason  of  his  energy,  per¬ 
severance  and  industry  winning  rapid  advancement,  finally  buying  an 
interest  in  the  concern.  A  short  time  afterward  he  went  upon  the 
road  as  a  traveling  salesman  and  for  the  past  eighteen  years  has  ably 
looked  after  the  company’s:  interests  throughout  the  central  west.  In 
1901  he  established  his  residence  in  Livingston  county,  purchasing  a 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  farm  in  Cream  Ridge  township,  which  he 
now  operates.  He  has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  it,  having 
erected  a  fine  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  and  having  installed 
new  and  labor-saving  machinery.  Mr.  Potter  annually  harvests  fine 
crops  of  grain  and  in  addition  is  extensively  interested  in  live  stock, 
having  fine  herds  of  horses,  cattle  and  swine.  The  property  is  a  valu- 
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able  one,  its  profitable  condition  being  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the 
able  work  and  careful  management  of  Mrs.  Potter  who,  during  the 
absence  of  her  husband  in  the  interests  of  his  firm,  practically  looks 
after  all  of  the  work,  managing  the  farm  with  great  ability  and 
business  foresight. 

At  Wichita,  Kansas,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1886,  Mr.  Potter 
married  Miss  Lettie  V.  Witmer,  a  daughter  of  Levi  W.  and  Mary  A. 
(Lyons)  Witmer,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  sawmill  operator  and 
afterward  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Kansas.  He  died  June  7,  1911,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  October  25, 
1912.  Both  are  buried  at  Millersburg,  Indiana.  They  had  four 
children:  Daniel  S. ;  Lettie  V.,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
review;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Potter  was  born  at 
Millersburg,  Indiana,  and  acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  community,  remaining  at  home  until  after  her  marriage.  She 
and  her  husband  have  three  children :  Homer  S.,  a  mechanical 
engineer  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  Iva,  who  married  W.  R. 
Uhrmacher,  a  farmer  in  Cream  Ridge  township;  and  Levi  R.,  aged 
four  years. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a  republican  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers’  Association. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  energy,  perseverance  and  ability  and  has  made 
those  activities,  which  claim  his  interests,  of  value  in  promoting  his 
success. 


ORELIOUS  C.  BUSHONG. 

Since  beginning  his  independent  career  in  1890  Orelious  C. 
Bushong  has  cultivated  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  9,  range  22,  Medicine  township,  and  his  industry,  ability  and  suc¬ 
cess  have  made  him  through  the  years  a  force  in  local  agricultural 
development.  He  has  lived  in  Livingston  county  since  1865  but 
is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  August  21,  1861,  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  A.  (Fulwider)  Bushong,  natives  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away.  The  father  died  December  11,  1903,  and  was 
survived  by  his  wife  only  four  days. 

Orelious  C.  Bushong  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Medicine  township  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  After 
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two  years  he  began  his  independent  career,  and  in  1890  bought  one 
hundred  acres  on  section  9,  range  22,  Medicine  township,  upon  which 
he  has  now  resided  for  twenty-three  years.  He  has  made  all  the 
improvements  upon  this  farm,  erecting  a  fine  residence,  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  upon  it  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming,  specializing 
in  the  raising  of  stock,  of  which  he  keeps  eight  horses,  about  twenty- 
five  head  of  cattle  and  seventy-five  swine.  In  all  of  his  business  affairs 
he  is  alert  and  enterprising  and  has  met  with  that  degree  of  success 
which  always  rewards  earnest,  persistent  and  well  directed  labor. 

Mr.  Bushong  married,  in  Grundy  county,  February  15,  1883, 
Miss  Frances  M.  Pridemore,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Malinda 
(Eaststep)  Pridemore,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are 
buried  in  Oklahoma.  Mr.  Bushong  is  independent  in  his  political 
beliefs  and  has  never  been  active  as  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  con¬ 
centrate  his  attention  upon  the  development  of  his  farm.  Well  known 
in  the  county,  where  he  has  resided  from  early  boyhood  days,  he  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  here  and  has  won  uniform  trust  and  good-will  by 
reason  of  a  life  which  in  all  of  its  phases  has  been  straightforward 
and  honorable. 


CHRISTIAN  SEIFERT. 

The  life  record  of  Christian  Seifert  is  another  example  of  the 
fact  that  this  country  offers  opportunities  to  all  those  who  seek  for 
and  know  how  to  make  use  of  them,  and  that  the  man  of  foreign 
birth  enjoys  the  equal  opportunity  with  the  native  son  in  making 
these  advantages  the  basis  of  his  success.  Mr.  Seifert  owns  a  farm  of 
ninety-nine  acres  on  section  10,  Moores ville  township,  Livingston 
county,  and  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  leaving  the  land  of  the  Alps 
for  the  United  States  in  1872,  when  he  was  about  thirty  years  of 
age  to  seek  the  greater  chances  of  the  new  country.  He  was  born 
in  Sevelen,  in  the  canton  of  St.  Gallen,  Switzerland,  June  5,  1843,  and 
is  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Martha  (Dudler)  Seifert,  both  of  whom 
spent  their  entire  lives  among  the  mountains  of  their  native  land  and 
were  buried  in  their  native  earth  in  St.  Gallen. 

Christian  Seifert  attended  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  coun¬ 
try  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education  and  discontinued  his  lessons 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  began  to  earn  his  own  living  as  a 
cow  herd  and  followed  this  occupation  for  two  summers.  He  then 
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learned  the  trade  of  carpentry  and  followed  that  occupation  until 
he  decided  upon  removal  to  the  United  States.  After  arriving  in  this 
country  he  worked  for  three  years  as  a  bricklayer  and  by  thrift  and 
industry  succeeded  in  accumulating  sufficient  means  to  buy  a  part  of 
his  present  farm,  beginning  with  acquiring  forty  acres.  Settling  upon 
the  land  which  was  an  undeveloped  tract  he  cleared  the  timber  and 
as  he  gradually  brought  his  land  under  the  plow  acquired  additional 
acres.  On  coming  to  this  district  he  had  to  contend  with  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  struggles  for  after  buying  his  land  there  was  left  to  him  only 
a  total  of  six  dollars,  and  this  sum  he  had  set  aside  to  buy  provisions. 
But  the  tax  collector  came  a  few  days  after  he  had  made  settlement, 
and  took  with  him  all  the  cash  at  hand.  Finally,  however,  by  extreme 
hard  work  and  careful  expenditure  he  succeeded  in  his  undertaking 
and  worked  himself  into  a  more  comfortable  position.  He  now 
engages  in  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle  raising, 
having  a  herd  of  twenty-one  head.  When  he  began  his  fanning 
operations  in  this  section  he  had  but  one  cow.  He  now  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  ninety-nine  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  planted  to  such  cereals  as  are  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate. 
In  the  course  of  years  his  labors  have  been  attended  with  success, 
and  he  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  this 
section  today. 

In  April,  1863,  when  still  in  his  native  country,  Mr.  Seifert  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosalia  Bonderer,  a  daughter  of  H.  Peter 
and  Catharine  (Probst)  Bonderer,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Switzerland  and  found  their  last  resting  place  in  Vattis, 
Canton  St.  Gallen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seifert  have  four  children :  Peter, 
living  in  California;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Adolph  Lazer,  a  farmer  of 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  May,  the  wife  of  Milton  Sprague,  living  in 
Mooresville  township;  and  Christian,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  Sampsell  town¬ 
ship,  who  married  Ina  Donegan  and  has  two  children.  Our  subject 
has  twenty-two  grandchildren.  The  family  live  in  a  pleasant  resi¬ 
dence  which  was  erected  by  Mr.  Seifert  upon  his  property.  He  also 
has  built  most  of  the  other  farm  buildings  thereon  and  instituted  a 
number  of  other  valuable  improvements  and  provided  the  necessary 
equipment  for  running  a  modem  agricultural  enterprise. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Seifert  are  with  the  democratic 
party  and  he  has  supported  this  organization  since  being  admitted  to 
United  States  citizenship.  His  success  has  been  largely  attributable 
to  his  indomitable  courage  under  adverse  conditions,  his  unfaltering 
industry  and  his  energy,  but  he  himself  gives  credit  largely  to  his 
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faithful  wife,  who  shared  all  of  his  hardships  and  assisted  him  in  all 
of  his  endeavors,  working  unceasingly  to  bring  about  his  present  pros¬ 
perity.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs  Seifert  are  highly  esteemed  in  this  local¬ 
ity  and  enjoy  the  friendship  and  high  regard  of  many  who  delight  to 
honor  them  for  their  high  qualities  of  character. 


REUBEN  HAWKINS. 

Reuben  Hawkins,  living  retired  in  Chillicothe,  for  thirty-four 
years  held  a  position  of  distinction  as  a  financier  and  through  his 
long  connection  with  banking  interests  stood  as  an  honored  repre¬ 
sentative  of  a  department  of  activity  which  has  ever  been  an  impor¬ 
tant  factor  in  conserving  business  development  and  progress  in  every 
community.  He  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Indiana,  January  21, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  David  and  Margaret  J.  (Alley)  Hawkins,  the 
former  a  native  of  Sullivan  county,  Tennessee,  and  a  cousin  of  the 
famous  Davy  Crockett.  On  the  paternal  side  the  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hawkins,  the  latter  a  Gray  before 
her  marriage  and  the  former,  as  far  as  is  known,  a  native  of  Maryland 
and  a  brother  of  Rebecca  (Hawkins)  Crockett,  the  mother  of  Davy 
Crockett.  Mr.  Hawkins’  paternal  grandfather  was  a  stanch  Method¬ 
ist  and  a  man  of  exemplary  character.  He  died  in  Franklin  county, 
Indiana,  about  the  year  1839.  He  had  a  large  family  of  children, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  Robert,  the  eldest, 
who  served  under  General  Andrew  Jackson  from  1812  to  1815  in 
Florida  and  New  Orleans  and  died  soon  after  the  close  of  his  service; 
and  Reuben,  Nathan,  Sally,  Mrs.  Bettie  Abrams  and  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Nordyke,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away.  On  the  maternal 
side  Mr.  Hawkins’  grandparents  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Alley, 
the  latter  a  Miss  Porter,  and  the  former  probably  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  afterward  engaged  in  farming  and  preaching,  affiliating 
with  the  Methodist  church.  He  died  in  Franklin  county,  Indiana. 
He  and  his  wife  besides  the  mother  of  our  subject  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  John,  who,  according  to  the  family  records,  repre¬ 
sented  Franklin  county,  Indiana,  in  the  state  legislature  previous 
to  the  year  1839;  Samuel;  Joseph;  and  Anna,  who  became  the  wife 
of  James  Alley,  of  Mercer  county,  Missouri.  All  have  probably 
passed  away.  The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Hawkins,  was  born 
in  Sullivan  county,  Tennessee,  May  17,  1805,  and  moved  from  Frank- 
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lin  county,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1839  to  Missouri.  He  located  first 
on  a  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  whence  he 
moved  in  1865  to  Cedar  county,  Missouri,  where  his  death  occurred 
December  30,  1880.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  politically  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Margaret  J.  Alley,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  January 
6,  1811.  She  died  in  Cedar  county,  Missouri,  January  17,  1874.  In 
this  family  were  nine  children:  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  Reuben, 
of  this  review;  Jasper  N.,  a  farmer  in  Clay  county,  Texas;  Samuel, 
an  expert  mechanic,  who  died  in  St.  Louis  in  January,  1912;  Nathan; 
John,  a  farmer,  who  resides  near  Bertram,  Texas;  Zerelda  Ward,  a 
widow  who  resides  in  Cedar  county,  Missouri ;  William  W.,  of 
Kansas  City;  and  Elzira  Ann,  who  died  in  October,  1861. 

Reuben  Hawkins  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Jackson 
township  and  acquired  such  education  as  the  limited  school  facilities 
of  the  section  offered.  However,  he  is  largely  self-educated,  having 
supplemented  his  limited  course  by  hard  study  in  private  and  by 
constant  reading,  research  and  observation.  In  this  way  he  fitted 
himself  for  teaching  and  still  holds  a  certificate  issued  by  D.  R. 
Martin,  the  first  school  commissioner  of  Livingston  county,  holding 
office  in  1853.  From  the  time  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  until  he 
attained  his  majority  Mr.  Hawkins  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Livingston  county  and  from  1855  to  i860  worked  as  a  merchant’s 
clerk  and  bookkeeper.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  W.  Y.  Slack, 
of  Chillicothe,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  offered 
his  services  to  the  Confederate  government,  serving  with  ability  and 
loyalty  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  After  his  discharge  he  resumed 
his  mercantile  pursuits  and  engaged  in  this  line  of  work  from  1866 
to  1876,  in  which  year  he  began  his  banking  career.  He  identified 
his  interests  with  those  of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank  of  Chillicothe, 
serving  first  as  assistant  cashier  but  winning  rapid  promotion  to  the 
office  of  cashier  and  then  to  that  of  vice  president.,  doing  efficient  and 
conscientious  work  for  thirty-four  years.  The  bank  was  remarkably 
successful  under  his  administration  and  the  deposits  and  capital  stock 
increased  greatly  during  his  period  of  association  with  the  insti¬ 
tution.  His  judgment  came  to  be  regarded  as  practically  invaluable 
concerning  the  complex  problems  of  banking  and  finance,  for  his 
progressiveness  was  tempered  by  a  safe  conservatism  based  upon  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  conditions  of  the  money  market  and 
the  business  principles  involved.  After  thirty-four  years  of  active  and 
faithful  service  Mr.  Hawkins  resigned  his  office  in  the  People’s  Sav- 
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ings  Bank  and  on  January  i,  1910,  retired  from  active  life,  having 
earned  rest  and  comfort  by  well  directed  work  in  the  past. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1866,  Mr.  Hawkins  married  in  Livingston 
county  Miss  Nancy  Ethaline  Hicklin,  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
December  25,  1845.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Thomas  Hicklin, 
probably  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was  reared  in  Virginia  and  there 
followed  farming.  His  death  probably  occurred  in  Missouri.  He 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Graham,  a  native  of  either  Ireland  or  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  to  their  union  were  born  ten  children,  John,  James,  Thomas, 
William,  Moses,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Rebecca  and  Jane, 
all  of  whom  have  passed  away.  On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Hawkins’ 
grandparents  were  John  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Kenney,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  followed  farming  in  that  state  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  whig  party  and  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  its  doctrines  and  principles.  He  died  in  Ralls 
county,  Missouri,  about  1828.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  a  relative  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnson,  of  that  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kenney  had  thirteen  children,  James,  Moses,  Isaac,  Willis, 
Jonas,  Nicholas,  Edith,  Mary,  Nancy,  Jack,  and  three  other  children 
whose  names  are  not  now  remembered.  Mrs.  Hawkins’  parents 
were  William  and  Nancy  (Kenney)  Hicklin,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  near  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  November  17,  1789.  He 
removed  to  Ralls  county,  Missouri,  about  1824  and  from  there  came 
in  1839  to  Livingston  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  He  was  a  whig  in  his  political 
principles,  and  his  religious  views  were  in  accord  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Baptist  church.  He  married  about  1827,  in  Ralls  county, 
Missouri,  Miss  Nancy  Kenney,  who  was  born  in  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky,  April  25,  1802.  She  removed  to  Missouri  about  1824  and 
died  in  Livingston  county,  August  21,  1882.  In  this  family  were 
seven  children.  Caroline,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1829.  She  married 
William  Arnold  and  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  January  16,  1912. 
William  was  born  January  13,  1831.  Joshua  F.  was  born  August  13, 
1833,  and  died  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  April  12,  1908.  He  was  an 
able  lawyer  and  practiced  his  profession  for  a  number  of  years,  serving 
as  probate  judge  of  Gallatin,  Missouri.  Thomas  was  born  November 
6,  1836,  and  died  August  6,  1862.  Francis  J.  was  born  March  20, 
1839.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  and  resides  in  Livingston  county. 
Mary  Ann  was  born  September  2,  1842.  She  married  Porter  Mass- 
engill  and  they  reside  near  Springfield.  Nancy  Ethaline,  the  youngest 
child  in  the  family,  married  the  subject  of  this  review.  To  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Hawkins  were  born  six  children:  Lydia,  who  married  Dr.  Jud- 
son  O.  Roberts,  a  physician  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Frank,  a  carpenter 
and  builder  in  Chillicothe;  Reuben,  Jr.,  who  married  Miss  Minnie 
Kittredge  and  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  in  Chillicothe;  Margaret,  at  home;  and  Wyley  and  Adelaide,  both 
of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Mr.  Hawkins  is  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party  and  as  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  has  taken  a  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs,  although  he  never  seeks  nor  desires  office.  Trust¬ 
worthy  and  faithful  in  business,  progressive  in  citizenship  and  loyal 
to  the  claims  of  friendship,  he  has  thus  displayed  many  good  qualities 
which  have  gained  him  high  regard. 


JAMES  N.  ROBERTS. 

James  N.  Roberts  is  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  agri¬ 
cultural  interests  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  owns  one  thousand 
acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land  on  section  4,  Mooresville  township.  By 
close  attention  to  his  affairs  and  modern  and  up-to-date  methods  he 
has  succeeded  in  becoming  one  of  the  largest  landed  proprietors  of 
this  section  and  the  success  which  he  has  attained  is  of  much  more 
credit  to  him  as  he  has  achieved  it  entirely  through  his  own  efforts. 
He  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  being  born  March  1,  1858,  and  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Harlow)  Roberts,  the  former  for  many  years 
a  prominent  farmer  of  that  section  and  a  member  of  the  Home 
Guards  during  the  Civil  war.  He  passed  away  in  1901  and  his  wife 
followed  him  in  death  in  1904,  both  being  buried  in  the  Field  ceme¬ 
tery  of  Mooresville  township.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac¬ 
tion  and  came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day. 

James  N.  Roberts  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  in  the 
acquirement  of  his  education  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
vicinity,  but  to  a  large  extent  he  is  self-taught,  as  he  was  always  of 
studious  mind  and  complemented  his  knowledge  by  reading  and  study 
wherever  he  could  find  it.  After  he  had  completed  his  school  course 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  by  canvassing  for  a 
United  States  map,  soliciting  orders  for  a  short  time.  In  1881  he 
had  by  thrift  and  industry  secured  the  means  to  buy  a  farm  west  of 
Mooresville,  the  property  comprising  sixty  acres,  and  by  intelligent 
application  and  earnest  toil  was  enabled  in  time  to  greatly  extend  the 
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boundaries  of  his  farm  to  the  present  extent.  He  engages  in  mixed 
farming,  following  progressive  and  up-to-date  methods,  and  makes 
an  important  branch  of  his  business  the  raising  and  feeding  of  cattle 
and  hogs,  while  most  of  his  land  is  carefully  tilled  and  devoted  to 
such  cereals  that  are  the  most  profitable  under  the  climatic  and  soil 
conditions.  As  a  side  line  he  is  also  engaged  in  sawmilling  and  has 
from  this  industry  received  gratifying  financial  returns.  In  his 
various  enterprises  success  has  attended  his  efforts  as  a  result  of  his 
progressive  ideas,  his  incessant  labors,  his  energy  and  his  experience. 
He  has  made  a  number  of  important  improvements  on  his  property  as 
he  has  gradually  acquired  it  and  has  provided  such  equipment  as  is 
considered  necessary  to  the  modern  farmer  in  the  profitable  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  a  large  tract  of  land. 

On  the  14th  of  December.  1880,  near  Moores ville,  Missouri,  Mr. 
Roberts  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosalia  Baron,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Rosalia  Baron,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  contractor  resid¬ 
ing  in  Mooresville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters :  R.  W.,  an  engineer  living  at  Columbia, 
Missouri,  who  was  the  architect  for  the  Chillicothe  courthouse  and 
is  professor  at  Columbia  College;  J.  H.,  a  graduate  of  Breckenridge 
high  school,  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Mooresville  township;  Frank 
E.,  who  graduated  from  Breckenridge  high  school  and  is  also  a 
farmer;  E.  C.,  a  graduate  of  the  Mooresville  high  school,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Charles  Mc¬ 
Creary,  a  farmer  of  Sampsell  township;  Hazel,  living  at  home; 
Nellie,  attending  school;  and  Bonnie,  also  pursuing  her  education. 
The  family  residence  is  a  commodious  and  comfortable  house,  well 
furnished  and  modernly  equipped. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  democratic  party,  the 
principles  and  candidates  of  which  he  unfailingly  supports.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  association  is  with  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons.  He  has  made  a 
creditable  record  along  agricultural  lines  and  his  course  has  been 
marked  by  steady  progress,  his  industry  and  energy  having  found 
substantial  reward  in  a  most  gratifying  degree  of  prosperity.  His 
labors,  however,  have  not  only  brought  individual  success  but  his 
life  work  has  been  of  constructive  value  in  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  of  his  section  as  he  has  not  only  been  an  inter¬ 
ested  witness  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  but  has  been  a  help¬ 
ful  factor  in  general  advancement.  Personally  he  is  a  man  of  genial 
manners,  pleasant  to  meet,  yet  of  strong  character,  and  his  sterling 
qualities  have  won  him  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  those 
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with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  To  express  in  few  words  the 
reason  of  his  success  would  be  to  say  that  he  has  done  well  anything 
he  has  found  to  do  and  that  his  laudable  ambition  has  carried  him  to 
the  position  which  he  now  occupies  as  one  of  the  foremost  agricul¬ 
turists  of  his  section.  His  life  record  has  no  spectacular  phase  but 
plainly  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  industry 
lead  the  way. 


WILLIAM  E.  PAYTON. 

William  E.  Payton,  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Chula 
and  a  man  well  and  favorably  known  in  financial  circles  of  the 
city,  was  born  at  Lindley,  Grundy  county,  October  21,  1869. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Cook)  Payton,  the 
former  a  native  of  Grundy  county,  who  from  1866  to  the  time 
of  his  death  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  there.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  through  practically 
the  entire  four  years  as  a  member  of  a  Missouri  regiment,  and 
he  later  gave  stanch  support  to  the  democratic  party  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  postmaster  under  Cleveland 
and  in  many  other  ways  took  an  active  part  in  the  public  life 
of  his  native  section.  He  died  in  1909,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight, 
and  is  buried  in  Laredo,  Missouri.  He  was  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families  in  Grundy  county,  his 
father  having  come  to  that  section  at  a  very  early  date. 

William  E.  Payton  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Laredo  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  after 
which  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  grocery  store  until  he  was 
twenty-two.  He  then  purchased  the  Laredo  Tribune  and  was 
its  editor  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  also  con¬ 
nected  at  intervals  with  the  Commercial  Bank.  Later  he  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  this  work,  becoming  bookkeeper  and  lay¬ 
ing  during  the  two  years  of  his  activity  the  firm  foundations  of 
his  present  success.  When  he  left  Laredo  Mr.  Payton  went  to 
Gault  and  there  again  became  identified  with  journalism,  pur¬ 
chasing  a  half  interest  in  the  Gault  Herald.  After  one  year  he 
became  a  traveling  solicitor,  working  in  the  interest  of  the 
country  circulation  of  the  Kansas  City  Star  and  resigning  after 
five  years  in  order  to  accept  his  present  position  as  cashier  of 
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the  Exchange  Bank  of  Chula,  an  institution  in  which  he  is  also 
a  stockholder.  He  is  known  in  banking  circles  as  a  shrewd,  able 
and  resourceful  financier,  of  good  business  and  executive  ability, 
and  he  manages  the  important  affairs  under  his  charge  ably, 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  bank  along  safe  and  reliable  but 
progressive  lines. 

Mr.  Payton  married,  in  Laredo,  September  21,  1892,  Miss 
Bessie  Conrads,  a  daughter  of  Adolphus  and  Amanda  Conrads, 
the  former  a  pioneer  in  Grundy  county.  He  died  in  1880  and 
was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1896,  both  being  buried  in  the 
Laredo  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payton  became  the  parents  of 
a  daughtei,  Fern  A.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chula  high  school 
and  now  a  student  in  Liberty  Ladies’  College. 

Mr.  Payton  is  a  republican  in  his  political  beliefs  and  is  intelli¬ 
gent  and  broad-minded  in  matters  of  citizenship,  giving  his  hearty 
cooperation  to  progressive  public  movements.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  well  directed  activity,  resulting  in  the  attainment  of  a 
fair  measure  of  success,  and  wherever  he  is  known  he  is  respected 
and  esteemed  by  reason  of  his  genuine  personal  worth. 


WILLIAM  H.  BAKER. 

Among  Livingston  county’s  native  sons,  who  by  industry,  practi¬ 
cal  methods  and  well  directed  labor  have  won  success  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  is  William  H.  Baker,  who  operates  the  fine  farm  of  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  in  Cream  Ridge  township  known  as  the 
Baker  estate.  The  land  lies  on  sections  3  and  4,  range  24,  and  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Baker  family  since  1864.  Mr.  Baker 
was  born  in  Livingston  county,  August  13,  1868,  his  parents  being 
Henry  and  Mary  (Knowlton)  Baker,  both  of  whom  have  passed 
away,  the  mother  in  1901  and  the  father  in  1909.  The  latter  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Livingston  county  and  a  pioneer  in  the 
state,  having  bought  the  Baker  Estate  in  1864.  Upon  it  he  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  an  extensive  scale. 

William  H.  Baker  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  Livingston 
county  public  schools  and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  in  the  Ohio 
State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  Immedi¬ 
ately  afterward  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  assumed  charge  of 
its  operation,  and  has  been  engaged  ever  since  in  the  development  of 
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its  resources,  having  substantially  increased  both  the  area  under  cul¬ 
tivation  and  the  yields  per  acre.  He  has  at  present  about  six  hundred 
acres  under  cultivation,  the  remainder  being  devoted  to  pasture.  He 
engages  in  general  farming  and  stock  feeding,  and  usually  carries 
in  stock  about  twelve  head  of  work  horses,  one  hundred  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  one  to  two  hundred  head  of  swine. 

Mr.  Baker  married,  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  in  1898,  Miss 
Emma  Almieda  Slyh,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and  Rosaltha  Slyh,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  1895.  The  father,  D.  M.  Slyh,  is  still  operat¬ 
ing  his  own  farm  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker 
have  four  children,  Rose  Altha,  Ruth  Beryl,  Henry  Hollister  and 
Clarence  McArthur.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church.  Politically  Mr.  Baker  is  a  progressive.  He  is 
well  known  in  Livingston  county,  having  resided  here  all  his  life,  and 
his  high  principles  and  his  upright  and  honorable  character  make  him 
a  native  son  whose  life  record  is  a  credit  to  the  community. 


LEONARD  M.  DOME. 

Leonard  M.  Dome  is  among  the  prosperous  merchants  of  Utica, 
Missouri,  where  he  has  conducted  a  general  mercantile  establishment 
since  1904.  As  the  years  have  passed  his  patronage  has  increased, 
as  he  uses  modern  and  up-to-date  methods  in  carrying  on  the  business 
and  supervises  all  its  details  carefully,  carrying  a  line  of  first-class 
merchandise  which  he  sells  at  a  reasonable  profit.  His  name  and  his 
store  have  become  a  synonym  for  fair  dealing  and  he  treats  his  cus¬ 
tomers  and  patrons  with  that  courtesy  which  never  fails  to  appeal. 

Leonard  M.  Dome  is  a  native  son  of  Livingston  county,  where 
he  was  born  May  16,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Dome, 
the  former  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  farmers  of  Livingston 
county.  He  came  here  from  Indiana  in  1866,  taking  up  land  which 
he  put  under  cultivation  and  which  he  has  since  transformed  into  a 
valuable  property,  where  he  reared  his  children  and  is  still  living. 
The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dome  consists  of  Ralph,  a  farmer  in 
Green  township;  Leonard  M.,  of  this  review;  Charles,  who  is  a  busi¬ 
ness  partner  of  our  subject;  and  Susie,  who  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents. 

Leonard  M.  Dome  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  Utica  public  schools,  which  he  left  at  the  age 
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of  eighteen  years,  making  himself  useful  during  that  time  on  the 
farm  in  assisting  his  father  in  his  daily  labors  at  such  times  at  which 
he  was  not  occupied  with  his  lessons.  He  then  became  apprenticed  to 
the  painting  and  plastering  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  short 
time,  but  later  returned  to  his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  operation 
of  the  farm  until  he  engaged  in  his  present  business.  Ever  since 
he  began  his  operations  in  Utica  success  has  attended  his  efforts 
and  gradually  his  business  has  increased  in  trade  and  importance  and 
now  assures  him  a  gratifying  annual  income. 

On  April  4,  1904,  Mr.  Dome  married  Miss  May  Musson,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Musson,  the  former  a  retired  farmer, 
whose  wife  has  been  deceased  for  some  time  and  is  buried  in  the  Utica 
cemetery.  Two  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dome, 
Bessie  and  Evelyn. 

Mr.  Dome  is  a  man  of  new  ideas  and  his  aggressive  spirit  finds 
expression  in  his  political  affiliation,  which  is  with  the  progressive 
party,  as  he  sees  in  the  platform  and  principles  for  which  this  organi¬ 
zation  stands  the  salvation  from  many  evils  which  the  two  older 
established  factions  have  countenanced  too  long.  Public-spirited  and 
interested  in  the  growth  of  the  community,  he  has  rendered  public 
service  as  constable  for  two  years  and  during  that  time  has  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  that  high  commendation  of  his 
constituents  has  come  to  him.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  confined 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Dome  is  one  of  the 
younger  business  men  of  Utica  who  has  proved  by  his  ability  to  attain 
results  what  can  be  accomplished  by  energy  and  industry,  if  these 
qualities  are  directed  along  progressive  lines.  He  has  made  a  credit¬ 
able  record  as  a  business  man,  and  for  his  private  character  is  well 
liked  wherever  known,  and  is  one  of  the  popular  younger  members 
of  society  in  Utica,  where  both  he  and  Mrs.  Dome  enjoy  the  esteem 
of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


NEAL  KIRTLEY. 

Neal  Kirtley,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  owning  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  sections  15  and  16,  Mooresville  township, 
Livingston  county,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  Welsh  family  that  came 
to  America  at  an  early  day  from  the  little  rock-ribbed  country  on  the 
western  coast  of  Britain.  It  was  in  the  very  house  in  which  he  now 
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makes  his  home  that  he  was  born  on  the  17th  of  May,  1867,  a  son  °f 
Marcus  and  Mary  K.  (Stuckey)  Kirtley.  The  father  was  only  a 
boy  of  nine  years  when  he  came  to  this  section  in  company  with  his 
father,  Asa  T.  Kirtley,  who  settled  here  in  1842,  being  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Livingston  county.  Marcus  Kirtley  was  well  liked 
and  popular  in  Mooresville  township  where  he  made  his  home  all  of 
his  life,  and  here  he  passed  away  on  the  15th  of  July,  1882,  finding  his 
last  resting  place  in  the  Moorsville  cemetery.  He  left  a  widow  and 
five  children,  namely:  Homer,  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  county; 
Melvin,  who  also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  but  died  in  March, 
1897,  his  remains  being  buried  in  Mooresville  cemetery;  Leora,  the 
wife  of  Julian  Rockhold;  and  Gertrude,  who  died  in  1884  at  the  age 
of  four  years  and  who  is  also  buried  in  the  Mooresville  cemetery. 

The  other  member  of  the  family,  Neal  Kirtley,  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  Brush  College  and  after  he  laid  aside  his  text-books  re¬ 
mained  at  home  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  some  time.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  he  inherited  the  property  but  soon  thereafter  dis¬ 
posed  of  the  same  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  was  born  and 
where  he  now  follows  mixed  farming,  specializing  in  stock-raising. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  of  the  details  of  the  business  and  em¬ 
ploys  the  most  modern  and  scientific  methods,  feeding  annually  about 
fifty  head  of  cattle  and  as  many  as  one  hundred  head  of  hogs.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  raisers  of  the  latter  animal  and  his  cattle 
are  also  favorably  known  for  their  quality  in  the  markets  in  which 
they  sell.  He  has  made  a  number  of  important  improvements  upon 
his  property,  has  his  buildings  well  repaired  and  has  provided  such 
equipment  as  is  considered  necessary  in  the  conduct  of  an  up-to-date 
agricultural  enterprise. 

On  November  21,  1900,  Mr.  Kirtley  was  married  to  Miss  Juda 
Herrold,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Martha  (Van  Buren)  Herrold. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirtley  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Robert,  attend¬ 
ing  school;  and  Mary  Gertrude,  Helen  Catherine  and  John  Marcus. 

Mr.  Kirtley  by  his  industry  and  energy  has  become  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  the  locality  and  outside  of  his  farming  interests  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  In 
politics  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  democratic  party  of  which  he  is  a 
stalwart  supporter.  He  is  public-spirited  and  any  measures  under¬ 
taken  to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he  resides  find  in  him  a  warm 
friend.  He  has  served  for  a  time  on  the  township  board  and  mani¬ 
fests  his  interest  in  educational  advancement  as  a  director  of  the  local 
school  board.  Membership  in  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
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constitutes  his  only  fraternal  affiliation.  Mr.  Kirtley  is  a  man 
of  strongly  marked  character  and  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  a 
forceful  element  in  the  community  where  his  sterling  qualities  have 
won  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  those  who  have  become 
acquainted  with  him.  Not  only  has  he  witnessed  the  wonderful  trans¬ 
formation  which  has  taken  place  in  this  section  but  he  has  been  a 
constructive  factor  in  bringing  about  general  advancement,  especially 
along  agricultural  lines.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated  by  lauda¬ 
ble  ambition  to  succeed  and  this  ambition,  combined  with  industry 
and  energy,  have  launched  him  to  success. 


A.  B.  MACDONALD. 

Livingston  county  is  proud  to  number  among  its  citizens  such  an 
upright,  progressive  and  public-spirited  man  as  A.  B.  Macdonald,  who 
for  many  years  has  been  prominently  connected  with  those  enter¬ 
prises  which  directly  affect  growth  and  development.  He  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  proprietor  of  one  of  the  finest  jewelry  stores  in  Chillicothe,  fully 
equipped  in  every  detail,  with  a  modern  optical  department  and  all  of 
the  most  improved  instruments  for  the  scientific  treatment  of  the  eye. 
Mr.  Macdonald  has  in  addition  been  closely  connected  for  many  years 
with  the  public  life  of  the  city  and  as  alderman  for  the  second  ward 
has  accomplished  many  things  of  lasting  and  practical  benefit  to  the 
community.  His  public  and  private  life  have  alike  been  above  re¬ 
proach  and  he  well  deserves  the  confidence  and  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  uniformly  held.  His  career  has  been  characterized  by  honor¬ 
able  dealings  and  straightforward  methods  and  he  today  occupies  a 
most  enviable  position  as  a  progressive  business  man  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 


EDWARD  E.  HERRIMAN. 

Edward  E.  Herriman  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  Welsh  family, 
members  of  which  at  an  early  date  emigrated  from  the  rock-ribbed 
little  principality  on  Britain’s  west  coast  to  Canada.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  native  of  Canada  and,  crossing  the  border,  made 
his  home  for  a  time  in  different  states  of  the  middle  west,  eventually 
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coming  to  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Edward  E.  Herriman  occupies  himself  in  the  dual  posi¬ 
tion  of  farmer  and  telegraph  operator,  owning  forty  acres  of  valu¬ 
able  land  on  section  16,  township  57,  range  25,  Mooresville  township, 
Livingston  county.  He  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Livingston 
county  in  1871  and  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  where  he  was  born  in  Erie, 
October  25,  1866,  a  son  of  R.  B.  and  Julia  (Mathews)  Herriman. 
After  the  father  left  his  native  land,  Canada,  he  followed  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  wagon  manufacturer  for  a  time  at  Belle  Plaine, 
Iowa,  and  also  remained  for  some  time  in  Illinois  before  coming  in 
1871  to  Mooresville  township,  Livingston  county,  where  he  acquired 
the  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  and  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
property  he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  June 
30,  1903,  and  is  buried  in  Mooresville  cemetery.  The  mother,  who  is 
surviving,  still  makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm  with  our  subject.  In 
their  family  were  three  children:  Edward  E.,  of  this  review;  Carrie, 
the  wife  of  L.  P.  Vadnais,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Mooresville  township  ;  and  Luther  A.,  who1  resides  in  Chicago,  where 
he  fills  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Company. 

Edward  E.  Herriman  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and,  as 
he  was  only  five  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Missouri,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mooresville  township,  laying  aside 
his  text-books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  In  1903,  upon  his  father’s 
death,  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  has  since  devoted  a  great  deal 
of  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  however,  he  began  to  work  in  the  service  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  as  telegraph  operator  and  he  has  ever 
since  held  a  similar  position  in  connection  with  this  or  some  other 
road. 

Edward  E.  Herriman  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  the 
services  of  which  he  attends  regularly  and  in  the  work  of  which  or¬ 
ganization  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  His  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  progressive  party,  as  he  is  in  favor  of  those 
principles  which  are  embodied  in  its  platform  and  believes  that  by  its 
efforts  will  be  brought  about  the  ultimate  salvation  of  the  country 
from  corrupt  political  practices.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  organization  he  has 
passed  the  third  chair  and  he  also  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  As  a  trusted  employe  of  railroad  companies,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  since  1887,  he  has  gained  the  full  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  superiors  in  the  service.  Having  lived  in  this  section 
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for  over  forty  years,  he  has  not  only  been  an  interested  witness  of  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  but  has  been  a  factor  in  the  general  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  section.  Privately  he  is  a  pleasant  man,  genial  of 
manner  and  agreeable,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  of  many. 


ELMER  R.  ROBERTS. 

Farming  interests  of  Cream  Ridge  township  find  an  able  and  pro¬ 
gressive  representative  in  Elmer  R.  Roberts,  who  owns  a  fine  prop¬ 
erty  of  eighty  acres  on  sections  21  and  33.  He  has  lived  in  Living¬ 
ston  county  since  his  infancy  but  was  born  in  Daviess  county,  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  1873,  his  parents  being  Luellyn  and  Ida  (Critten)  Roberts. 
The  father  came  from  his  native  country,  Wales,  when  he  was  a 
young  man  and  settled  in  Missouri  before  the  Civil  war.  He  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  in  that  conflict,  serving  as  a  member  of  Company 
L,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  going  to  the  front  as  a  private  and  re¬ 
ceiving  his  discharge  after  much  active  service  as  a  corporal.  In  1873 
he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Cream  Ridge  township  and  there  carried  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  one  year 
later,  on  May  15,  1874,  when  he  was  forty-four  years  of  age.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  May  cemetery,  in  Livingston  county. 

Elmer  R.  Roberts  acquired  his  education  in  the  Maple  Grove 
school,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  fourteen  in  order  to  assist  his 
mother  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  When  he  was  eighteen  he  turned 
his  attention  to  section  work  and  continued  at  it  for  seven  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  saved  out  of  his  earnings  enough  money  to  help  in 
buying  forty  acres  of  land.  By  hard  work  and  frugal  living  he  in 
time  was  able  to  add  another  forty  acres  to  his  holdings  and  his  farm 
now  comprises  eighty  acres  and  is  well  developed  and  carefully  man¬ 
aged.  Upon  it  he  has  made  substantial  improvements,  erecting  fine 
buildings  and  fencing  his  fields  and  in  many  other  ways  adding  to 
the  appearance  and  value  of  the  property.  Here  in  connection  with 
general  farming  he  raises  and  fattens  stock  and  his  business  interests, 
being  well  managed,  are  bringing  him  a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1900,  Mr.  Roberts  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Bessie  Wood,  a  daughter  of  S.  T.  and  Mary  (Wolfe) 
Wood,  the  former  at  one  time  an  agriculturist  of  Cream  Ridge  town¬ 
ship  but  now  engaged  in  farming  at  Winfield,  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Roberts  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are:  Nola  T.,  who  is  attending  school;  and 
Verle.  Mr.  Roberts  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He 
belongs  to  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  His  life  has  ever  been 
an  active  and  useful  one  and  his  work  in  business  lines  and  for  the 
public  good  has  been  effectual  and  beneficial.  His  property  has  all 
been  acquired  by  his  own  diligence  and  well  directed  labor,  making 
him  one  of  the  prosperous  residents  of  this  part  of  Livingston  county. 


MRS.  HARRIET  HARGRAVE. 

That  success  along  agricultural  lines  is  not  confined  to  man  alone 
is  evident  in  the  attainment  along  that  line  which  has  been  achieved  by 
Mrs.  Harriet  Hargrave,  who  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  18,  township  58,  range  24,  Livingston  county.  A  descendant 
of  early  and  sturdy  pioneer  stock,  Mrs.  Hargrave  was  born  in  this 
county  on  October  12,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Boucher)  Cooper,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  very  earliest  pioneers  in  this  section,  to  which  he  came 
in  1825  from  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Hargrave  was  brought  up  under  the 
parental  roof  under  the  guidance  of  father  and  mother  and  received 
such  education  as  was  available  at  the  time  in  the  public  schools  of 
Jackson  township,  laying  aside  her  text-books  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  She  then  assisted  in  the  household  and  the  farm  work  such  as 
falls  to  the  lot  of  women,  and  remained  at  home  for  four  years,  after 
which  period  she  married  Dowell  Kirk,  an  agriculturist  of  Jackson 
township.  Of  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Georgiana,  the  wife 
of  John  Kesler,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Moses  Fifield,  a  farmer  of  Linn  county,  Missouri.  Her  first 
husband  having  passed  away,  she  subsequently  married  Lemuel  Har¬ 
grave,  also  a  resident  of  Jackson  township,  and  by  him  became  the 
mother  of  five  children  of  whom  James  and  Mollie,  twins,  died  in 
infancy.  Of  the  others,  Emma  became  the  wife  of  Arthur  Dunbar, 
a  professor  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Dunbar  died  December  10, 
1908,  finding  her  last  resting  place  in  Sampsell  township  and  the 
only  child  born  of  this  marriage  passed  away  in  1901  about  seven 
years  before  the  death  of  the  mother  and  rests  beside  her.  Susie, 
another  daughter,  remains  at  home  with  her  mother  and  Calestine  be- 
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came  the  wife  of  William  A.  Sparks,  a  resident  of  Clay  Center, 
Kansas.  Mr.  Hargrave  has  also  gone  to  his  final  rest. 

Since  taking  charge  of  her  property  Mrs.  Hargrave  has  made 
many  improvements  thereon  and  erected  a  residence,  which  was  the 
home  of  her  children,  and  such  other  farm  buildings  as  she  considered 
necessary  to*  a  profitable  cultivation  of  the  farm.  Dividing  her  time 
and  attention  between  the  rearing  of  her  children  and  her  duties  on 
the  farm  she  has  succeeded  in  both  and  has  earned  high  commenda¬ 
tion  from  her  friends  and  neighbors  for  her  courage  and  undaunted 
spirit  which  carried  her  to  success.  Although  over  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  Mrs.  Hargrave  is  still  active  in  the  management  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  being  venerated  by  all  who  knew  her  as  one  of  the  most  hon¬ 
ored  women  of  Livingston  county,  having  earned  the  high  place  that 
is  given  her,  by  leading  a  life  consistent  in  Christianity,  rich  in  labor 
and  also  rich  in  attainment. 


J.  A.  YEOMANS. 

In  his  dual  capacity  as  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  the  county 
court  of  Livingston  county  and  as  one  of  the  foremost  representatives 
of  farming  interests  in  this  section,  Judge  J.  A.  Yeomans  has  attained 
a  position  that  places  him  beyond  the  rank  of  mediocrity  and  his  at¬ 
tainments  have  been  the  more  creditable  as  he  started  out  in  life  prac¬ 
tically  without  any  means  and  has  worked  himself  into  a  prominent 
place  through  his  own  endeavors.  The  Yeomans  family  is  of  old 
English  origin  and  settled  in  Massachusetts  long  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war  but  later  removed  to  Canada.  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  belongs  to  an  old  New  York  family. 

Judge  Yeomans  resides  on  a  two  hundred  acre  farm  on  sections 
17,  18  and  19,  Chillicothe  township,  in  the  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  which  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  born  at  Belleville,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  10,  1864, 
and  two  years  later,  in  1866,  was  brought  by  his  parents,  to  Living¬ 
ston  county.  He  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Phebe  C.  (Knight)  Yeo¬ 
mans.  The  father,  after  crossing  the  border  into  the  United  States, 
followed  the  trade  of  carpentering  and  contracting  and  later  became 
an  extensive  farmer,  specializing  in  stock-raising.  He  died  in  1893 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  thir¬ 
teen  years  later,  in  1906,  being  seventy-two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
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of  her  demise.  Both  found  their  last  resting  place  in  the  Edgewood 
cemetery  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri. 

J.  A.  Yeomans  had  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  education,  attend¬ 
ing  high  school  at  Chillicothe  until  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  after 
which  he  continued  in  the  country  schools,  and  during  much  of  his 
time  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  As  his  father 
was  not  in  the  best  of  health,  more  and  more  of  the  responsibilities 
of  conducting  the  homestead  fell  upon  his  shoulders  and  gradually  he 
looked  after  the  whole  management  of  the  place.  His  efforts  were 
attended  by  remarkable  success  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased 
he  added  to  his  holdings  which  now  comprise  two  hundred  acres.  Mr. 
Yeomans  engages  in  mixed  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
Shorthorn  cattle.  By  his  progressive  methods,  unfaltering  industry 
and  energy  he  has  transformed  his  property  into  one  of  the  most  valu¬ 
able  farms  in  the  section  and  derives  therefrom  annually  a  good  in¬ 
come.  In  1910  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  county  court  and  that  his 
services  in  this  connection  were  discharged  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents  is  evidenced  in  his  reelection  in  1912.  His  decisions  have 
ever  been  strictly  fair  and  impartial,  based  upon  the  law  and  equity 
of  the  case,  and  he  is  regarded  one  of  the  most  able  judges  that  ever 
presided  over  the  county  court.  His  political  views  incline  him 
toward  the  republican  party,  in  the  platform  of  which  he  sees  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  those  ideals  in  which  he  believes.  His  public  spirit  has 
also  found  expression  in  other  service,  having  held  positions  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe  township  as  township  clerk  and  assessor,  and,  that  education 
finds  in  him  a  stalwart  supporter  is  manifest  by  the  fact  that  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  served  as  director  of  school  district  No.  2, 
which  is  now  No.  59. 

Judge  Yeomans  was  married  April  2,  1896,  in  Chillicothe  town¬ 
ship,  to  Miss  Iva  Walton,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  A.  and  Basha  (Nor¬ 
man)  Walton,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer  of  Chillicothe  town¬ 
ship.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Yeomans  have  two  children,  Norman  K.  and 
John  W.,  both  attending  the  district  school.  The  fraternal  relations 
of  Judge  Yeomans  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  In  his 
activities  and  interests  he  has  had  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
development  of  this  section  and  his  record  as  an  official  has  always 
been  that  of  a  man,  faultless  in  honor,  fearless  in  conduct  and  stain¬ 
less  in  reputation.  There  is  no  spectacular  phase  in  his  life,  however, 
but  what  he  has  accomplished  he  has  brought  about  through  his  own 
energy,  and  his  career  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  success  is  ambition’s 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


247 


answer.  Having  lived  in  Livingston  county  for  almost  fifty  years 
he  has  witnessed  the  wonderful  transformation  that  has  occurred  as 
pioneer  conditions  have  given  way  before  the  onward  march  of  civili¬ 
zation  and  he  has  not  only  attained  individual  success  but  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  general  development  and  advancement. 


JOSEPH  GLADIEUX. 

Among  the  business  men  of  Chillicothe  who  have  won  notable 
success  in  their  chosen  calling  is  Joseph  Gladieux,  a  prominent  ice 
dealer.  He  has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  plants  in  the 
city  and  has  been  identified  with  mercantile  interests  here  for  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary  14,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  August  and  Mary  (Menegay)  Gladieux, 
natives  of  France.  The  father  came  to  America  when  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  that 
state  he  followed  farming  for  a  number  of  years,  becoming  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  successful  agriculturist.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  To  their  union  were  born  seven  children:  Louisa,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Peter  Duprez  and  died  in  1871;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Peter  Burgy,  who  passed  away  October  17,  1912;  August,  who  died 
in  1881;  Joseph,  of  this  review;  Eugene,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1898;  Victorine,  the  wife  of  John  Klein,  of  Chillicothe;  and  Virginia, 
deceased. 

Joseph  Gladieux  attended  the  Catholic  schools  of  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  that  section  until 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  rented  land  and 
improved  and  developed  it  for  four  years,  after  which  he  bought  his 
present  ice  business  in  Chillicothe,  with  the  conduct  of  which  he  has 
been  identified  ever  since,  having  built  up  an  extensive  and  desirable 
trade.  He  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  reliability  and  integ¬ 
rity  and  the  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys  is  all  the  more  creditable 
because  it  is  the  direct  result  of  his  energetic  and  capable  manage¬ 
ment.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Gladieux  conducted  a  bottling 
business  in  addition  to  his  ice  dealing  but  has  now  abandoned  this 
branch  of  his  occupation. 

On  February  15,  1881,  Mr.  Gladieux  married  Miss  Josephine 
Pierson,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Malliard)  Pierson,  natives 
of  France,  who  emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Ohio.  The  father 
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has  passed  away  but  the  mother  still  resides  in  Chillicothe.  To  their 
union  were  born:  Catherine,  deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Gof- 
finett,  of  Blue  Mound,  Illinois;  Frank,  deceased;  Peter,  a  resident  of 
Walsenburg,  Colorado;  Clementina,  the  wife  of  John  Hagerson,  of 
California;  Louisa,  who  married  Adam  Saale,  of  Chillicothe;  Jose¬ 
phine,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Flora  and  Edward, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gladieux  nine 
children  were  born:  Joseph  and  Mary,  who  passed  away  in  infancy; 
Frank  Joseph,  at  home;  Irene  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  G.  Ferris,  of 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Clara  Agnes  and  Clarence  F.,  twins,  who  are  still 
with  their  parents;  and  Edward  George,  Victor  John  and  Raymond 
August,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home.  The  family  are  devout  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Gladieux  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  although 
he  is  never  active  in  political  affairs  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking. 
He  has  lived  his  life  to  good  purpose,  recognizing  and  using  each  op¬ 
portunity  as  it  has  come  to  him,  while  the  methods  by  which  he  directs 
his  activities  have  been  always  businesslike,  progressive  and  upright. 
Chillicothe  has  been  his  home  for  many  years  and  the  circle  of  his 
friends  is  an  extensive  one. 


SALAT  HI  EL  COEN. 

A  pioneer  of  Livingston  county  and  a  man  who  entirely  through 
his  own  efforts  has  possessed  himself  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  Jackson  township,  Salathiel  Coen  came  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  in  1868  from  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  March  31,  1851,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Lyons)  Coen.  Both  the  parents  have 
passed  away,  the  father  dying  in  1890  and  the  mother  in  1896,  both 
finding  their  last  resting  place  at  Lock  Springs,  Missouri. 

Coming  to  Livingston  county  when  a  boy  of  about  sixteen  years, 
Salathiel  Coen  received  his  education  in  Indiana  and  this  county, 
leaving  school  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  During  his  vacation  per¬ 
iods  and  leisure  hours  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  minor  duties  of 
the  farm  and  early  became  acquainted  with  thorough  methods  of  agri¬ 
culture.  After  having  passed  his  twentieth  birthday  he  remained  with 
his  father  and  for  five  years  helped  him  with  the  work  of  the  farm, 
starting  at  that  time  on  his  own  agricultural  career.  He  then  acquired 
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the  property  which  he  now  owns  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  section  30,  township  59,  range  25,  Jackson  township,  and 
there  engages  in  mixed  farming.  Since  taking  charge  of  the  farm  he 
has  erected  thereon  a  handsome  residence  and  a  number  of  suitable 
outbuildings  and  barns  by  which  he  has  greatly  enhanced  its  value. 
He  also  has  instituted  such  improvements  as  are  considered  indispen¬ 
sable  to  modern  agriculture  and,  following  progressive  and  scientific 
methods,  has  brought  his  farm  to  a  high  state  of  productivity. 

Mr.  Coen  was  married  on  September  18,  1873,  in  Daviess  county, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Sudie  C.  Isabell,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Obedi¬ 
ence  Isabell,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Daviess 
county.  They  were  well  known  in  the  section  in  which  they  lived, 
receiving  the  good-will  and  regard  of  all  those  who  knew  them. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coen  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Daisy  D. ;  Or¬ 
ville  A.,  following  farming  in  Daviess  county;  and  Mary  A.,  who 
makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

Interested  in  all  matters  of  a  political  nature,  Mr.  Coen  is  a  repub¬ 
lican  and  is  a  member  of  the  republican  county  committee,  represent¬ 
ing  therein  Jackson  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  488,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Lock  Springs,  Missouri.  The  religious  affiliation  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coen  is  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  work  of  which 
organization  they  take  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  Ambitious  and 
industrious,  Mr.  Coen  has  attained  to  prominence  as  an  agriculturist 
in  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  entirely  through  his  own  ef¬ 
forts  and  is  highly  esteemed  not  only  for  his  attainment  but  for  the 
qualities  of  mind  and  character  which  made  possible  his  success.  Not 
only  has  he  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes  that  have  oc¬ 
curred  here  but  he  has  been  helpful  in  the  general  advancement  and, 
while  attaining  individual  success,  has  been  a  factor  in  general  agri¬ 
cultural  progress. 


A.  J.  DEPLER. 

A.  J.  Depler,  following  the  trade  of  a  mason  and  also  connected 
with  general  agricultural  interests  of  Livingston  county  as  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  29,  Cream  Ridge  township, 
was  born  in  Attica,  Ohio,  January  1,  1863,  a  son  of  Frederick  and 
Catherine  (Goodyear)  Depler.  The  father  was  born  in  Switzerland 
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and  there  learned  the  cabinet-making  trade,  which  he  followed  after 
he  settled  in  Ohio.  He  died  in  that  state  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years,  and  is  buried  at  Bellevue,  Ohio.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  in  1888,  when  she  was  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
Her  grave  is  in  the  Whitewater  cemetery. 

A.  J.  Depler  has  had  a  varied  and  active  career.  Leaving  the 
Attica  public  schools  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
gaining  a  livelihood,  working  at  any  occupation  which  would  bring 
him  an  income.  He  saved  his  money  and  eventually  accumulated 
enough  to  pay  his  way  to  Kansas,  in  which  state  he  settled  at  Peabody 
and  worked  for  a  time  as  a  farm  laborer.  Afterward  he  learned  the 
mason’s  trade  and  worked  at  it  and  also  at  contracting  for  twenty 
years,  becoming  very  expert  along  both  lines.  He  went  from  Pea¬ 
body  to  Beatrice,  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  business 
for  a  year,  and  then  to  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  and  worked  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  there  for  four  years,  removing  later  to  Tiskilwa,  Illinois. 
Here  he  passed  his  civil  service  examination  with  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent,  still  holding  his  certificate,  whereby  he  obtained  employment 
on  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  canal.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  he 
came  to  Cream  Ridge  township  and  purchased  the  eighty  acres  which 
he  still  owns,  and  he  has  since  made  a  success  of  general  farming 
while  still  doing  a  great  deal  of  contracting  and  cement  work.  He 
has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  his  property,  building  a 
cave,  a  cistern  and  fine  farm  buildings,  and  the  attractive  appearance 
of  the  place  shows  able  management  and  careful  supervision. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1897,  Mr.  Depler  married,  at  Belle 
Plaine,  Iowa,  Miss  Martha  Merritt,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Anderson)  Merritt.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  origin  but  the 
father  lived  in  America  since  his  childhood.  He  came  from  New 
York  to  Tiskilwa,  Illinois,  with  his  parents  when  he  was  five  years  of 
age  and  grew  to  maturity  there,  later  becoming  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  his  section  of  the  state.  He  died  in  1901,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1888.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
Mount  Bloom  cemetery  near  Tiskilwa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Depler  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Cora  M.,  Rose  C.,  Harold  E.,  George 
I.,  Ralph  J.,  Ernest  F.  and  Hazel  E.,  all  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Depler  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party 
and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  he  had  little  as¬ 
sistance  when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Gradually, 
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however,  he  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  now  occupies  a  foremost 
position  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
his  life  proving  conclusively  that  success  may  be  attained  by  deter¬ 
mination  and  honorable  methods. 


WILLIAM  B.  DIEGELMAN. 

William  B.  Diegelman  occupies  a  leading  position  in  agricultural 
circles  of  Livingston  county,  where  for  some  years  he  has  success¬ 
fully  operated  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  in  sec- 
tlon  3L  Cream  Ridge  township.  He  has  lived  in  this  section  of  Mis¬ 
souri  since  1877  and  was  born  in  Pittston,  Pennsylvania,  April  14, 
1852,  a  son  of  Benedict  and  Catherine  (Giesel)  Diegelman.  The 
father  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  carpenter  by  trade,  following  this 
occupation  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Livingston  county  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  review,  dying 
upon  the  property  one  year  later.  The  mother  afterward  sold  the  tract 
and  returned  to  Pennsylvania  with  her  family.  She  survived  her 
husband  until  1872  and  is  buried  by  his  side  in  the  May  cemetery. 

William  B.  Diegelman  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store. 
Later,  however,  he  learned  the  carpentering  trade,  which  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  for  the  past  thirty  years,  being  today  an  expert  and  accom¬ 
plished  workman.  He  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1877  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  in  Cream  Ridge  township  formerly  owned  by  his 
father  and  since  that  time  has  divided  his  attention  between  his 
agricultural  pursuits  and  his  work  as  a  carpenter  and  builder,  both 
activities  being  extremely  profitable  to  him.  He  has  erected  over  four 
hundred  residences  in  Livingston  county  and  seven  churches  and,  in 
addition,  has  ably  carried  forward  the  work  of  improving  and  devel¬ 
oping  his  property,  which  is  supplied  with  a  modern  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  outbuildings  and  all  of  the  necessary  labor-saving  machinery. 
Mr.  Diegelman  raises  fine  crops  of  grain  and  is  in  addition  an  exten¬ 
sive  raiser  of  high-grade  stock.  He  attributes  his  success  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  who1  has  not  only  aided  in  every 
department  of  the  farm  but  who  also  carries  on  poultry  raising  suc¬ 
cessfully. 
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Mr.  Diegelman  was  married  on  August  31,  1877,  in  Scranton. 
Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Florence  Rozelle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Delight  (Ross)  Rozelle,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war  when  the 
wife  of  our  subject  was  still  an  infant  and  his  wife  has  also  passed 
away  since  and  is  buried  near  Clarks  Summit,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Diegelman  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  her  birth  occurring  near  Fond 
du  Lac,  on  January  11,  1858.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diegelman  were 
born  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are : 
Annie  M.,  the  wife  of  Adolph  Bergman,  a  farmer  in  Oklahoma; 
Zeffie,  who  married  Robert  Carter,  a  farmer  in  Livingston  county; 
William  C.,  a  graduate  of  Chillicothe  College  and  now  a  salesman 
in  the  Jones  department  store  of  Kansas  City;  Earl,  who  carries  on 
general  farming  in  Livingston  county;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Ira  Blue, 
clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Chula,  Missouri ;  and  Benedict,  who  has 
left  the  district  school,  to  enter  upon  a  high-school  course. 

Mr.  Diegelman  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party  and  has  done  able  work  in  the  cause  of  education  as  a  director  of 
the  school  board.  Throughout  the  thirty-six  years  of  his  residence 
here  he  has  gained  that  success  which  always  follows  earnest  and 
well  directed  labor  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists 
and  progressive  business  men  of  this  locality. 


EMMET  F.  OGAN,  M.  D. 

As  the  oldest  physician  of  Chula,  Missouri,  Dr.  Emmet  F. 
Ogan  is  not  only  a  prominent  member  of  the  medical  fraternity 
here  but  is  also  well  known  as  the  owner  of  the  Chula  News  and 
has  important  real-estate  interests  in  this  city.  Dr.  Ogan  came 
to  Livingston  county  on  September  5,  1895,  from  Nettleton, 
Missouri,  and  is  a  native  of  Linn  county,  this  state,  where  he 
was  born  November  25,  1857,  a  son  of  Ervin  and  Rebecca  (Jones) 
Ogan,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  in  1884 
and  the  mother  in  1881.  They  are  buried  in  the  Ogan  cemetery, 
in  Linn  county,  on  the  same  farm  on  which  the  father  settled  in 
1838.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  section,  where 
he  became  very  prominent  and  was  greatly  respected  and  at  an 
early  date  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  legis¬ 
lature. 
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Emmet  F.  Ogan  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Linn  county,  which 
he  left  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  At  such  time  when  he  was 
not  occupied  with  his  lessons  he  helped  his  father  with  the  work 
on  the  farm,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  that  occupation  inde¬ 
pendently,  buying  land  for  himself  which  he  farmed  for  seven 
years  and  subsequently  sold.  His  natural  bent,  however,  adapted 
him  more  for  a  professional  career  and  at  the  end  of  this  period 
he  decided  to  improve  his  education  and  took  a  two  years’  course 
at  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School.  Subsequently  he  attended 
medical  lectures  at  St.  Louis  for  three  years  and  after  receiving 
his  certificate  practiced  in  Perry  county,  Missouri,  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half  before  he  came  to  Livingston  county.  Here  he 
has  been  engaged  in  practice  since  September  5,  1895,  or  for 
seventeen  years,  being  the  oldest  resident  physician  of  Chula. 
As  he  is  careful  in  diagnosis,  painstaking  in  his  work  and  skill¬ 
ful  and  experienced,  he  has  built  up  a  large  clientage  as  his 
reputation  has  increased.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  profession  in  this  section  and  as  his  practice  has 
grown  he  has  attained  to  prosperity.  His  interests  extended  to 
other  fields  when  he  became  the  owner  of  the  Chula  News  and 
he  now  gives  a  part  of  his  time  to  making  this  newspaper  one 
of  the  best  in  the  vicinity. 

On  September  28,  1883,  Dr.  Ogan  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
A.  Duncan,  a  daughter  of  Garland  and  Mildred  (Goetch)  Duncan, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased  and  buried  in  Linn  county.  Mrs. 
Ogan  also  passed  away  September  1,  1890,  and  was  laid  to  final 
rest  in  the  Ogan  cemetery  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Linn  county, 
Missouri.  Of  this  marriage  were  born  two  children:  Rebecca 
A.,  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Sidebottom,  residing  at  Harris,  Missouri; 
and  Ira,  who  passed  away  in  1907  and  is  buried  in  Linn  county. 
On  July  13,  1898,  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Ida  B.  Scarlet,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Cameron)  Scarlet.  The  former 
passed  away  in  1892,  his  burial  taking  place  at  Chula,  but  the 
latter  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  this  city.  Of  this 
marriage  were  born  two  children,  Emmet  S.  and  Richard  I., 
both  at  home. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Dr.  Ogan  are  with  the  democratic 
party  and  although  he  is  public-spirited  and  takes  interest  in 
all  measures  inaugurated  to  promote  the  public  welfare,  he  has 
never  aspired  to  office.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
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Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  order  he  has 
attained  the  third  degree  and  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  of  the 
lodge.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  Capable,  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Ogan  has  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  successfully  cope  with  the  ravages  of  sickness  and 
disease  and  his  practice  is  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  which  he  enjoys.  Prosperity  is  his  well  merited  reward 
and  as  his  means  have  increased  he  has  judiciously  invested  in 
local  property  and  today  owns  several  valuable  business  build¬ 
ings  in  Chula  beside  the  family  residence,  where  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Ogan  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  their  many  friends,  who  often 
delight  to  gather  at  their  hospitable  fireside. 


HON.  J.  M.  DAVIS. 

It  is  the  peculiar  function  of  a  lawyer  to  participate  in  various 
lines  of  activity  wherever  he  makes  his  home.  He  sees  diverse  sides 
of  life  and  in  his  hands  rest  the  peace,  happiness  and  sometimes  even 
the  life  of  his  clients.  Upon  the  lawyer’s  honesty  depends  our  na¬ 
tional  justice,  upon  his  soundness  of  judgment  depends  the  efficacy  of 
our  legal  institutions,  in  his  hands  rests  the  faith  men  have  in  the  laws 
under  which  they  live.  The  Hon.  J.  M.  Davis,  whose  life  work  has 
had  an  important  bearing  upon  the  business  and  professional  life  of 
Chillicothe,  has  worked  in  the  cause  of  right  and  justice  not  only  as 
practicing  attorney  but  also  as  judge  of  the  county  and  circuit  courts 
and  as  prosecuting  attorney  and  is  in  years  of  service  the  second 
oldest  lawyer  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  having  been  located  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe  since  1885,  while  he  has  followed  his  profession  since  i860. 
His  record  is  that  of  an  official  who  has  ever  been  faultless  in  honor, 
fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation.  Entirely  free  from 
ostentation  and  display,  the  simple  weight  of  his  character  and  his 
ability  have  carried  him  into  the  important  public  places,  which  he 
has  filled,  and  he  has  fully  demonstrated  his  ability  to  capably  handle 
intricate  and  important  law  problems  on  the  bench  as  well  as  before 
court  or  jury. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Davis  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1852  with  his 
parents,  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  on  their  removal  from  Clark 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  born  September  25,  1837.  He  is  a  son 
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of  Alexander  and  Priscilla  (McKay)  Davis,  the  former  one  of  the 
pioneer  farmers  of  this  county,  having  settled  here  in  Grand  River 
township.  The  father  acquired  land  here  and  broke  the  soil,  grad¬ 
ually  putting  his  farm  under  the  plow  and  bringing  it  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  following  during  his  life  agricultural  pursuits  and 
attaining  a  gratifying  degree  of  prosperity  by  his  systematic  and 
time-tried  methods,  his  progressive  spirit,  ever  leading  him  to  make 
such  improvements  and  institute  such  equipment  as  would  promote  the 
yield  of  his  acres  and  increase  the  returns  from  his  land.  He  passed 
away  in  1893,  m  Grand  River  township,  having  survived  his  wife 
four  years.  The  latter  died  in  1889  and  both  are  buried  in  Monroe 
cemetery,  Grand  River  township,  Livingston  county.  The  families 
on  the  father’s  and  mother’s  side  are  of  old  and  distinguished  Welsh 
and  Scotch  origin  and  both  settled  in  the  United  States  long  before 
the  Revolutionary  period,  the  ancestors  of  the  father  founding  a 
home  in  Virginia  and  the  mother’s  progenitors  settling  in  Maryland. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Judge  J.  M.  Davis  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  pioneer  log  schoolhouses  in  Livingston 
county,  typical  of  the  period  and  of  the  frontier  district.  During 
those  times  in  which  he  was  not  occupied  with  school  work  he  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  on  the  farm  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
started  out  on  his  independent  career  and  hired  himself  out  for  one 
season,  for  work  in  one  of  the  pioneer  sawmills  in  this  section.  Stu¬ 
dious  of  mind  and  gifted  with  the  perception  to  readily  acquire  the 
lessons  taught  him,  he  had  made  himself  the  master  of  all  the  learn¬ 
ing  his  teachers  could  give  him  and  in  1858  became  a  school  teacher, 
instructing  during  the  summer,  while  in  the  winter  he  studied  law, 
having  decided  upon  legal  work  as  his  life  vocation.  Two  years 
sufficed  him  to  grasp  all  the  details  and  technicalities  of  the  law  and 
in  i860  he  had  prepared  himself  so  thoroughly  that  he  was  able  to 
pass  the  bar  examination,  and  from  that  date  engaged  in  practice. 
While  advancement  at  the  bar  is  proverbially  slow,  his  business 
increased  as  he  demonstrated  his  ability  and  he  soon  enjoyed  a  clien¬ 
tage  which  assured  him  of  fair  financial  returns.  Gradually  he 
made  a  name  for  himself  and  won  favorable  criticism  for  the  careful 
manner  in  which  he  handled  his  cases.  He  has  remarkable  powers  of 
concentration  and  application  and  his  retentive  mind  often  excites  the 
surprise  of  his  colleagues,  and  as  he  gathered  experience  he  became 
more  and  more  at  home  in  handling  legal  problems  and  soon  mani- 


258 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


fested  before  court  and  jury  such  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  took  his  point  so  well,  that  he  seldom  lost  a  case.  His  reas¬ 
oning  is  logical  and  his  deductions  sound,  and  seldom  is  he  surprised 
by  an  unexpected  attack  of  opposing  counsel.  In  1880  he  was  elected 
to  the  distinguished  office  of  circuit  judge  and  he  held  this  position 
for  eleven  years,  when  he  resigned  to  again  take  up  private  practice, 
in  which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  As  the  second  oldest  lawyer  of 
the  state  and  in  his  many  relations  with  various  interests  of  import¬ 
ance  he  has  acquired  a  reputation  which  far  exceeds  local  limits  and 
his  name  is  well  known  and  stands  honored  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
His  position  at  the  Livingston  county  bar  is  enviable  and  his  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  lawyer  has  increased  by  the  decisions  which  he  has  given 
while  sitting  upon  the  bench,  where  he  was  ever  fair  and  impartial, 
rendering  verdicts  strictly  based  upon  the  law  and  the  equity  of  the 
case  at  hand.  He  was  conceded  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  most  capable 
judges  ever  presiding  over  the  circuit  court.  Judge  Davis  also  pre¬ 
sided  for  two  years  over  the  county  court  and  for  the  same  period 
of  time  served  in  the  important  office  of  prosecuting  county  attorney, 
handling  his  cases  with  expediency  and  forcefulness.  He  conducts 
his  practice  at  present  under  the  style  of  J.  M.  Davis  &  Son,  William 
W.  Davis,  the  youngest  member  of  his  family,  ably  assisting  him  in 
his  extensive  practice. 

On  October  18,  1863,  Judge  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sevilla  McKay,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca  McKay,  at  Wa¬ 
pello,  Iowa.  The  father  had  been  district  court  clerk  and  held  other 
offices  of  trust,  and  when  on  his  way  to  California  in  1850,  to  seek 
the  golden  treasure  that  country  held  out,  died  on  the  way  and  was 
buried  at  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away 
and  is  buried  at  Wapello,  Iowa.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Davis  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Archibald  B.,  who  is  the  able  successor  of 
his  father,  wearing  the  ermine  as  judge  of  the  thirty-sixth  judicial 
circuit;  and  William  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  practice  with  his  father. 
The  family  residence  is  on  North  Locust  street,  Chillicothe,  where 
they  hold  forth  in  winter,  but  in  summer  the  Judge  and  his  family 
spend  their  time  in  the  country. 

As  prosperity  has  come  to  Judge  Davis  his  interests  have  increased 
manifold  and  he  has  become  an  important  factor  to  this  section  in 
various  relations.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners,  holding  title  to 
three  thousand  acres  of  valuable  farm  land  which  he  rents  out  and 
which  returns  to  him  a  large  income.  He  also  has  extensive  city 
property.  In  financial  circles  he  has  become  known  as  the  organizer 
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of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  of  which  he  served  as  the 
first  president  and  he  has  also  founded  a  number  of  other  banks  in 
the  county.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  progressive  party, 
in  the  platform  of  which  he  finds  embodied  sentiments  which  he  pro¬ 
fesses  and  such  measures  as  he  would  like  to  see  enacted.  For  forty- 
four  years  he  has  been  an  ardent  and  devout  member  of  the  North 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  actively  interested  in  all  the  work 
of  this  organization.  A  fact  worth  mentioning  in  connection  with  his 
legal  career  is  that  he  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  private  law 
library  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  of  which  he  is  justly  proud,  as  his 
comprehensive  collection  of  books  has  taken  him  a  lifetime  to  collect. 
From  whatever  angle  we  may  consider  the  life  work  of  Judge  Davis, 
we  find  that  in  all  relations  he  has  done  his  full  share  of  work  and 
has  done  it  well.  His  record  is,  indeed,  remarkable  and  he  can  look 
back  proudly  upon  his  career,  no  phase  or  wrinkle  of  which  needs  to 
fear  the  light.  He  is  a  man  strongly  marked  by  character  yet  soft¬ 
hearted,  kind  and  genial  and,  though  a  forceful  element  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  popular  and  beloved,  enjoying  the  highest  regard  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  successful  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word,  broad-minded  and  tolerant,  yet  shrewd  and  of  wide  experience. 
Never  grasping  or  mercenary,  believing  in  something  greater  than 
mere  material  wealth,  he  has  in  the  course  of  a  long  life,  simply  and 
unostentatiously  spent,  become  a  factor  for  good  in  almost  every 
phase  of  endeavor. 


HARRY  W.  GRAHAM. 

Harry  W.  Graham,  in  the  general  newspaper  business  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe,  is  a  representative  of  some  of  the  oldest  families  in  America, 
his  ancestors  having  been  prominent  in  this  country  since  Revolu¬ 
tionary  times.  He  was  born  in  Toledo,  Iowa,  January  6,  1867,  and 
is  a  son  of  Gilbert  H.  and  Annie  M.  (Wells)  Graham.  On  the  pater¬ 
nal  side  he  is  connected  with  the  Adee  and  Ludington  families,  both 
of  whom  date  back  to  the  days  of  the  American  Revolution.  The 
Adee  family  in  Missouri  today  is  descended  from  John  Adee,  who 
came  to  America  about  two  hundred  years  ago.  He  was  a  weaver  in 
early  life  and  moved  from  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  to  Rye,  in  or 
before  1729,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  and  real-estate  operations. 
He  died  in  1784,  having  lived  in  America  during  the  greater  part  of 
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his  life.  He  was  born  in  England  and  from  there  came  to  America 
with  his  family  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  fam¬ 
ily  was  of  French  extraction,  dating  back  to  Count  Adee,  whose 
ancestral  home  was  at  Clermont,  forty  miles  from  Paris.  The  second 
brother  of  the  viscount  was  a  contemporary  of  the  celebrated  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  and  accompanied  that  unfortunate  queen  when  she 
left  France  to  take  her  place  on  the  throne  of  Scotland  in  August, 
1561.  Later  a  branch  of  this  family  moved  to  Circencester,  Glou¬ 
cestershire,  England,  and  there  their  monuments  may  still  be  seen, 
bearing  the  family  coat  of  arms,  namely,  three  crosses,  points  down¬ 
ward,  one  in  pale  and  two  in  saltier,  encircled  with  a  coronet.  John 
Adee  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  Jonathan,  William,  Daniel, 
John  and  Hannah.  His  son,  Jonathan,  who  died  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  had  five  children,  Samuel,  Phoebe, 
Sarah,  Rebecca  and  Jonathan.  Of  these  Samuel  was  a  boy  of  ten 
years  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  with  England  and  even 
during  his  childhood  was  an  enthusiastic  patriot.  In  April,  1793,  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Bovina,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  community.  He  was  an  energetic  man 
and  met  the  pioneer  conditions  which  he  found  there  with  confidence 
and  courage.  Settling  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest  where  he  was 
obliged  to  kindle  large  fires  at  night  to  keep  off  the  wild  animals,  he 
erected  in  three  days  a  log  cabin  which  in  the  course  of  seven  or  eight 
years  gave  way  to  a  fine  frame  dwelling,  while  a  farm  well  improved 
and  highly  cultivated  attested  his  enterprise  and  perseverance.  His 
wife  was  Sarah  Bloomer,  of  White  Plains,  where  she  lived  during 
the  troubled  times  of  the  revolution,  when  the  country  was  scoured 
alternately  by  “Redcoats”  and  the  patriot  soldiers  of  Washington. 
Samuel  Adee  died  in  October,  1828,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife 
until  March,  1843.  They  had  the  following  children,  Joshua,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Ann,  Jonathan,  Deborah,  Darius,  Esther  and  Stephen  B.  The 
latter,  inheriting  his  father’s  energetic  nature,  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  and  occupied  himself  with  its  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment.  In  1831  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Ludington,  a  sister  of 
Millicent  (Ludington)  Graham,  grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this 
review.  Elizabeth  Ludington  was  a  lineal  descendent  of  Lady  Jane 
Pinckney,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Pinckney,  Earl  of  Derby,  and  a  fa¬ 
mous  lawyer  in  England.  His  son,  Thomas  Pinckney,  came  to  America 
in  1687  and  was  commissioned  governor  of  the  C'arolinas.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  sister  Jane,  who  married  a  Mr.  Fowler,  and  their 
daughter  Jane  married  Thomas  Foster.  By  this  union  there  was  a 
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daughter,  Mary,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of  James  Northrup, 
and  their  daughter  Jane  married  Henry  Ludington.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Ludington  were  the  great-grandparents  of  Harry  W.  Graham 
of  this  review  and  their  daughter,  Elizabeth  D.,  married  Stephen  B. 
Adee. 

The  Ludington  family  is  also  of  old  American  establishment, 
Henry  Ludington’s  father,  Samuel  Ludington,  and  his  five  brothers 
having  served  under  Washington  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  one 
as  a  colonel  on  his  staff.  The  family  is  of  English  origin,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  these  six  Revolutionary  soldiers  having  been  born  in  Liver¬ 
pool.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  English  navy  but  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service  moved  to  America  with  his  family  and  settled 
at  the  place  in  Putnam  county  which  bore  his  name.  Their  patriotism 
made  them  famous,  many  members  of  the  family  having  taken  promi¬ 
nent  parts  in  the  war  for  Independence.  Samuel  Ludington  marched 
with  the  Continental  troops  from  New  York  and  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  Virginia.  In  1795  he 
moved  to  Ludingtonville  with  his  family  and  he  and  his  son  Henry 
cleared  up  adjoining  farms  in  Bovina,  New  York,  all  of  the  property 
being  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Henry  Ludington’s  son,  Thomas 
H.  Ludington,  great-uncle  of  Harry  W.  Graham,  of  this  review. 

In  a  more  direct  line  Harry  W.  Graham  is  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Graham,  father  of  John  Graham,  born  in  Roxburyshire, 
Scotland,  March  7,  1754.  He  lived  in  the  parish  of  Robertson,  on  a 
farm  called  Bradley,  situated  on  the  Boswick  river,  not  far  from  Har- 
wick,  and  there  made  his  home  until  about  the  year  1798,  when  he  and 
his  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood,  Miss  Jane  Grey,  left  the  home¬ 
stead  on  account  of  difficulties  concerning  land  titles  and  went  to  the 
parish  of  Lootland  to  a  farm  called  Teanside,  in  Roxburyshire,  where 
they  lived  about  one  year.  About  1800  they  left  Scotland  and  taking 
eight  of  their  children,  came  to  America,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Bovina,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  where  they  lived  a  number  of 
years  and  where  all  of  the  children  were  married.  Jane,  the  wife  of 
John  Graham,  died  there  and  was  buried  in  Stamford,  Delaware 
county.  After  her  death  John  Graham  went  to  Erin,  Chemung 
county,  New  York,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  making 
his  home  with  his  son  John.  He  died  October  7,  1841,  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  and  his  wife  had  nine  children,  Isabella, 
Jane,  William,  James,  John,  Euphemia,  Jenitt,  Thomas  and  Margaret, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  Scotland.  Of  these  Isabella  married  James 
Thompson,  of  Scotland.  She  never  came  to  America,  and  was  buried 
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in  the  parish  of  Eames,  in  Roxburyshire,  or  Dumpeyshire.  She  and 
her  husband  had  fourteen  children,  thirteen  of  whom  died  in  Scot¬ 
land.  One  son,  John  Thompson,  left  Scotland  in  the  year  1831, 
sailing  from  Liverpool  on  the  6th  of  June  of  the  same  year.  After 
landing  in  New  York  he  made  his  way  to  Cuba,  Allegany  county, 
where  he  still  resides. 

On  the  maternal  side  also  Harry  W.  Graham  is  a  representative 
of  a  family  whose  members  have  been  prominent  in  America  for  many 
generations.  His  mother,  Anna  M.  (Wells)  Graham,  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  (Cornell)  Wells.  The  latter  was  a  niece 
of  Ezra  Cornell,  founder  of  Cornell  University  of  Ithaca,  New  York. 
She  was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and  had  one  brother,  Gideon, 
and  a  sister,  Anna.  Her  husband,  Elisha  Wells,  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  a  son  of  Osmond  Wells,  who  had 
five  children,  Elisha,  Orlando,  John,  Ann,  who  was  twice  married,  and 
Jane,  now  Mrs.  Partridge,  of  West  Liberty,  Ohio.  Orlando  Wells 
married  Elizabeth  Stewart,  a  sister  of  Green  Stewart,  and  they  had 
the  following  children :  George,  Edward,  Fred,  Grace,  Lord  Byron, 
Charles  and  Seymour.  Grace  married  John  Bonker,  an  engineer  in 
the  employ  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railroad,  and  they 
reside  in  Sedalia. 

Gilbert  H.  Graham,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  upheld  the 
honorable  traditions  of  his  family  by  active  and  loyal  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  having  held  the  position  of  quartermaster  sergeant  and 
commissary  quartermaster  in  the  Eighteenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Regi¬ 
ment.  He  was  in  the  thick  of  the  battle  at  Chickamauga  and  took 
part  in  many  other  important  engagements  between  1861  and  1865. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  spent  several  years  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  later  acted  as  agent  for  the  American  Express  Company. 
He  now  resides  in  Denver,  Colorado,  having  survived  his  wife  since 
July  22,  1902.  She  is  buried  in  the  Greenwood  cemetery  in  that  city. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Harry  W.  Graham  attended 
public  school  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  After  graduating  from  the 
Bellevue  high  school  he  entered  Augusta  College  in  Augusta,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  there  he  spent  one  year,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  He  obtained  employment  under  J.  G.  Isham,  a  manu¬ 
facturer  of  gas  chandeliers,  and  after  one  year  identified  himself  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Mission  Choir,  traveling  as  a  chorister 
through  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  He  afterward  spent  one  year  in 
completing  his  education  in  the  St.  Charles  Military  College  and  then 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  He 
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did  able  and  consecrated  work  in  this  capacity  but  was  forced  to 
abandon  it  for  something  more  lucrative  and  for  seven  years  was 
identified  with  an  express  company,  maintaining  this  connection  until 
e  established  himself  in  the  general  newspaper  business  in  Chilli- 
cothe.  During  this  time  also  he  was  interested  in  selling  pure-bred 
live  stock  as  an  auctioneer  and  did  such  able  and  successful  work  in 
that  capacity  and  as  an  agricultural  specialist,  that  he  was  employed 
as  live-stock  and  general  farm  specialist  by  a  number  of  agricultural 
publications,  his  duties  in  this  connection  taking  him  all  over  the  corn 
belt  of  the  middle  states.  While  in  this  work,  he  was  appointed  a 
e  egate,  in  the  spring  of  1912,  by  Governor  Herbert  S.  Hadley,  of 
Missouri,  to  the  southern  commercial  congress  convention,  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  to  represent  the  state,  and  later  was  appointed,  by 
the  executive  officers  of  this  congress,  a  member  of  the  American 
Commission  for  the  study  of  European  systems  of  co-operative  rural 
credits,  to  represent  the  state  of  Missouri  on  this  tour  of  European 
countries,  the  commission  to  leave  New  York,  April  26,  1913.  Being 
advised  by  the  governor,  that  no  funds  were  available  in  this  state  for 
this  work  of  investigation,  he  declined  the  appointment.  Being  an 
able,  progressive  and  far-sighted  business  man,  all  of  his  interests  are 
capably  and  carefully  managed  and  therefore  profitable  and  his  suc¬ 
cess  places  him  today  among  the  representative  citizens  of  this  section 
of  Missouri. 

On  December  29,  1887,  Mr.  Graham  married  Miss  Mary  Ophelia 
Ford,  a  daughter  of  J.  T.  and  Ophelia  (Howell)  Ford  and  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  a  family  whose  ancestry  dates  back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  its 
members  having  been  prominent  in  American  affairs  for  many  gen¬ 
erations.  Mrs.  Graham  is  connected  with  the  Bartlett  family,  one  of 
whose  early  representatives  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Her  father  was  a  pioneer  in  Missouri  and  for  many  years  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  this  state,  later  retiring  to  spend  the  evening  of  his 
life  in  rest  and  comfort.  He  died  in  1893,  having  survived  his  wife 
since  1887.  Both  are  buried  in  Edgewood  cemetery,  in  Chillicothe. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  were  born  four  children :  Locksley  E.,  who 
is  a  student  at  Cornell  University;  Lucille  C.,  who  is  attending  high 
school;  Frank  M.,  who  is  also  pursuing  his  studies;  and  Charles  W., 
who  died  in  infancy  and  is  buried  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery 

Fraternally  Mr.  Graham  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order, 
holding  membership  in  the  lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine! 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  United  Commercial  Travelers,  and*  the 
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Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  Scientist  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  for  the  last  two  years.  He  is  very  progressive  and  liberal  in 
his  political  views  and  interested  in  public  affairs,  having  served  ably 
and  conscientiously  for  one  year  as  city  auditor.  He  is  a  worthy  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  best  type  of  American  citizen,  a  man  of  admirable 
characteristics,  broad  views  and  modern  ideas,  whose  political  and 
commercial  efforts  are  conducted  on  a  high  mental  and  moral  plane. 
His  sympathies  are  keen  and  conservative  and  his  means  ever  at  the 
disposal  of  well  directed  and  feasible  plans  for  the  general  improve¬ 
ment,  and  he  is  in  consequence  a  worthy  representative  of  the  long  line 
of  patriots  and  soldiers  from  which  he  comes. 


JAMES  F.  OLIVER. 

After  a  long  and  useful  career  as  an  agriculturist  James  F.  Oliver 
is  living  retired  in  Chillicothe,  enjoying  the  comforts  earned  during 
his  years  of  well  directed  and  zealous  labor.  He  is  a  native  son  of 
this  section,  born  in  Livingston  county,  October  28,  1850,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  John  C.  and  Jane  (Prillman)  Oliver,  natives  of  Virginia. 
They  came  to  Livingston  county  in  pioneer  times,  settling  near  Dawn 
in  1849.  There  the  father  purchased  land  and  carried  on  farming 
until  his  death.  The  mother  has  also  passed  away.  To  their  union 
were  born  seven  children :  George  H.,  John  B.,  Sarah  and  Thomas 
E.,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased :  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Shields, 
of  Iola,  Kansas;  Parthenia,  the  wife  of  William  Winfrey,  of  Avalon; 
and  James  F.,  of  this  review. 

James  F.  Oliver  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Livingston  county  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  laid  aside  his  books  in 
order  to  engage  in  the  butcher  business.  After  three  years  he  took 
up  farming  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  married  and  took  charge  of 
the  farm  in  Blue  Mound  township  belonging  to  his  mother-in-law. 
With  intelligence  and  singleness  of  purpose  he  carried  forward  the 
work  of  development,  making  the  property  a  model  agricultural  enter¬ 
prise.  Being  successful  in  his  undertakings,  he  added  to  his  holdings 
from  time  to  time  and  finally  operated  four  hundred  acres.  Event¬ 
ually,  however,  he  moved  to  Chillicothe  township,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1898, 
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when  he  retired  from  active  life  and  purchased  a  fine  home  in  Chilli¬ 
cothe,  where  he  now  resides. 

On  the  ioth  of  October,  1872,  Mr.  Oliver  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Theresa  Weir,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Jacobs) 
Weir,  the  former  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  They 
came  to  Missouri  about  the  year  1843  and  settled  near  Utica  on  a 
farm  which  the  father  operated  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1861.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away,  her  death  having 
occurred  September  10,  1909.  In  their  family  were  three  children: 
Olivia,  deceased;  Theresa,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review;  and 
William  John,  of  Blue  Mound  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver 
were  born  six  children:  J.  Claude,  who  is  a  ranchman  of  Nevada; 
Anna,  at  home,  Roy,  who  passed  away  July  6,  1888;  Vergil,  who  is 
a  Pullman  car  conductor  and  who  makes  his  home  in  Denver,  Colo- 
rado;  Kate,  who  married  William  Epperson,  of  Great  Falls,  Mon¬ 
tana;  and  Lulu  Grace,  the  wife  of  M.  L.  Crouch,  of  Joliet,  Illinois. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  are  devout  adherents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South. 

Mr.  Oliver  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  has 
always  taken  a  loyal  and  progressive  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
community,  although  his  public  spirit  never  takes  the  form  of  office 
seeking.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masons.  He  stands  high  among  the  substan¬ 
tial  men  of  the  community  and  his  progressive  spirit  and  the  trust¬ 
worthy  qualities  of  his  character  have  won  for  him  widespread  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect. 


JOHN  D.  RICE. 

Among  the  commercial  institutions  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  is 
the  drug  store  of  Rice  &  Allen,  representing  the  progress  of  modern 
ideas  and  up-to-date  methods.  Worthy  of  a  town  many  times  the  size 
of  Chillicothe,  this  business  is  largely  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the 
senior  partner  of  the  firm,  John  D.  Rice,  who  in  that  connection  has 
made  improvements  which  rank  his  store  on  an  even  basis  with  any 
metropolitan  establishment  of  the  kind.  Coming  to  Livingston  county 
from  De  Kalb  county,  Missouri,  Mr.  Rice  was  bom  in  Cameron,  this 
state,  in  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Joel  H.  and  Kate  (Hadley)  Rice,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Fairport,  Missouri,  where  the  father  is  prominent  in  the 
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affairs  of  the  town  and  is  considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
community. 

John  D.  Rice  received  his  fundamental  education  in  the  Cameron 
high  school,  rounding  out  the  same  with  courses  in  the  Chillicothe 
Normal  School,  and  the  Northern  Illinois  College,  from  which  latter 
institution  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1899.  He  subsequently 
taught  school  in  Grand  River  College  for  two  years  and  then 
became  a  teacher  in  the  Chillicothe  Business  College,  in  which  con¬ 
nection  he  remained  for  about  twelve  years  although  he  gave  at  the 
same  time  a  great  deal  of  his  attention  to  his  drug  establishment.  The 
store  is  conducted  under  the  name  of  Rice  &  Allen,  and  they  handle 
only  the  best  quality  of  medicines,  and  also  carry  a  complete  line  of 
sundries  such  as  are  usually  found  in  drug  stores.  Particular  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  the  prescription  department  and  all  precaution  is  taken 
that  no  mistakes  can  possibly  occur. 

Mr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage  in  Gallatin,  Missouri,  in  1900,  to 
Miss  Lena  White,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Savage)  White, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  finding  their  last  resting  place  in 
Pattonsburg,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Lucille.  The  family  home,  which  is  owned  by  our  subject, 
is  a  meeting  place  of  the  many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice,  where 
a  pleasant  hospitality  and  a  warm  greeting  is  extended  to  them. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Rice  are  in  accordance  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  democratic  party  while  his  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Maccabees.  Agress- 
ive,  industrious  and  energetic,  he  has  become  a  factor  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  life  of  Chillicothe  and  while  on  the  highway  to  individual  success 
gives  his  support  to  all  matters  which  make  for  the  general  develop¬ 
ment  and  advancement  and  contribute  to  trade  expansion. 


ROBERT  W.  DEVAUL. 

Robert  W.  Devaul,  who  is  giving  his  attention  to  his  duties  as  a 
notary  public  and  insurance  agent  and  a  dealer  in  real  estate  in  Chula, 
after  a  long  period  of  close  identification  with  agricultural  interests, 
was  born  in  Grundy  county,  twelve  miles  north  of  Trenton,  Missouri, 
April  9,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  J.  R.  and  Sarah  (Howell)  Devaul,  the 
former  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Grundy  county  and  one  of  the  most 
active  and  prominent  farmers  in  that  section  of  Missouri  during  his 
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life.  A  local  history  published  in  the  year  1881  has  the  following  to 
say  concerning  his  life  and  accomplishments:  “James  R.  Devaul  was 
born  near  Elkton,  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  March  28,  1814.  His 
parents  came  to  Missouri  in  1820  and  after  stopping  in  Chariton 
county  for  one  year,  went  to  Ray  county,  where  they  settled.  They 
removed  in  1834  to  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  being  one  of  the  first 
families  to  settle  in  that  county,  and  thence  to  Grundy  county  in  1835. 
He  lived  with  them  until  attaining  his  majority  in  1835,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1837  staked  his  first  claim  on  government  land,  which  he 
afterward  improved  and  entered.  The  same  land  is  now  a  part  of  the 
town  site  of  Trenton.  During  his  life  Mr.  Devaul  improved  five 
farms  in  Grundy  county.  He  was  among  the  pioneers  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  organization  of  Grundy  county,  and  for  four  years 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.”  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Howell,  of  Linn  county,  Missouri,  and  in  their  family  were  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  being  as  follows:  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  and  Jasper  N.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  California;  Luther, 
whose  home  is  in  Oregon;  Martha  A.,  who  married  William  Corn¬ 
wall,  of  Grundy  county,  Missouri;  Louise,  the  wife  of  John  H.  Rob¬ 
erts,  of  Oregon;  Green  C.  and  Oscar,  at  home;  Daniel  P.,  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  and  now  deceased ;  and  Sarah  J.,  whose  death  occurred 
in  Grundy  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Devaul  were  members  of  long  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  Trenton  Baptist  church,  the  former  for  fifty-five  years  and 
the  latter  for  forty  years,  being  among  the  original  members. 

Robert  W.  Devaul  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  later  attended  the  high  school  at  Trenton,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  had,  however,  spent 
five  years  during  this  time  engaged  in  teaching  and  after  laying  aside 
his  books  continued  this  occupation  for  five  years  more.  When  he 
abandoned  it  he  took  up  fanning,  purchasing  eighty  acres  on  section 
28,  Medicine  township.  This  property  was  only  partly  improved,  but 
by  untiring  industry  and  well  directed  effort  Mr.  Devaul  brought  it 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  improving  it  with  barns,  outbuildings 
and  other  farm  accessories  and  making  it  finally  one  of  the  model 
farms  of  this  vicinity.  He  still  owns  the  tract  but  in  1909  abandoned 
agricultural  pursuits  and  turned  his  attention  to  business  in  Chula, 
where  he  is  now  well  known  as  a  notary  public  and  very  successful 
in  the  insurance  business.  He  also  handles  real  estate  and  his  sound 
judgment  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  land  values  have  made 
this  branch  of  his  activities  extremely  profitable. 
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Mr.  Devaul  was  married  in  Linn  county,  January  26,  1877,  to 
Miss  Louisa  Brady,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Brady,  the 
former  a  pioneer  in  Livingston  county.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war 
and  is  buried  on  the  battlefield  where  he  fell.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away  and  is  buried  in  Newtonia,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Devaul  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Mary,  the  wife 
of  F.  V.  Ross,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  W.  E.,  a  farmer  in  Livingston  county;  Maude,  the  wife  of 
Richard  Lightner,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock  dealer  in  Livingston 
county;  Ina,  who  married  Richard  Raney,  of  Chula;  Oscar,  who 
resides  in  Atchison  county;  and  James,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  and  is  buried  in  the  Parson  Creek  cemetery,  in  Linn 
county. 

Mr.  Devaul  gives  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
has  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  tax  collector  of  Medicine  township, 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  been  through  all  the 
chairs  of  that  organization,  and  his  religious  beliefs  are  in  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  has  for  many  years  been 
influentially  associated  with  agricultural  and  business  interests  in  this 
section  of  the  state  and  his  high  moral  character  and  upright  princi¬ 
ples  have  brought  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens. 


SAMUEL  LEEPER  HARRIS. 

Samuel  Leeper  Harris  was  born  in  Chariton  county,  Missouri, 
May  22,  1833,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel  Harris,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  and  became  early  settlers  of  Chari¬ 
ton  county.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  Samuel  Leeper  Harris, 
then  a  lad  of  six  years,  was  brought  to  Livingston  county  by  a  cousin, 
John  Leeper,  and  was  reared  near  Springhill  by  Mr.  Leeper  and  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Amanda  Leeper.  Mr.  Harris  remained  with  them  until 
the  spring  of  1849,  when  gold  was  discovered  in  California.  John 
Leeper  was  among  the  first  in  his  part  of  the  state  to  organize  a  party 
and  start  on  the  perilous  journey  across  the  plains.  Mr.  Harris, 
against  the  advice  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper,  insisted  on  making 
the  trip.  They  eventually  decided  to  let  him  go  and  he  proved  to  be 
a  great  help  to  the  party  and  in  after  years  such  a  man  as  Joseph 
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Custer  often  remarked  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  plainsmen  with 
whom  he  (Custer)  was  ever  associated  and  that  there  was  never  a 
man  who  accepted  the  duties  assigned  to  him  with  better  grace  or  who 
performed  them  any  better  than  this  sturdy  lad  of  sixteen. 

It  was  late  in  November,  1849,  when  the  Leeper  party  arrived  in 
California  and  Mr.  Harris  went  to  work  in  the  mines,  but  he  had 
only  gotten  well  started  when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his 
thumb  shattered  by  a  premature  blast.  He  was  sent  to  Sacramento 
for  medical  attention  and  remained  at  that  place,  employed  in  differ¬ 
ent  ways,  until  1852,  when  he  sailed  for  home,  making  the  trip  by 
way  of  the  Panama  route.  The  vessel  on  which  he  embarked  in  order 
to  reach  New  Orleans  encountered  a  terrible  storm  and  was  drifted 
onto  the  island  of  Jamaica,  so  that  the  journey  was  delayed  for  some 
time.  Eventually,  however,  Mr.  Harris  reached  New  Orleans  and 
went  from  there  up  the  Mississippi  river1  to  St.  Louis  and  on  to  Chilli- 
cothe,  having  spent  eleven  months  upon  the  journey.  He  began 
clerking  in  a  general  mercantile  store  at  Springhill  and  thence  went 
to  Chillicothe,  where  he  became  associated  in  business  with  the  late 
James  C.  Minteer.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  and  that  he  was  capable,  resourceful  and  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  was  evident  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
again  and  again  reelected  to  that  office. 

In  1863  Mr.  Harris  made  another  trip  across  the  plains  to  Mon¬ 
tana  and  once  more  in  1865,  on  which  occasion  he  was  accompanied 
by  his  family.  He  was  elected  captain  of  the  party  on  that  occasion 
— a  train  consisting  of  more  than  one  hundred  wagons  drawn  mostly 
by  oxen.  They  left  Chillicothe  in  May  and  arrived  at  Willow  Creek 
in  September.  There  Mr.  Harris  remained  until  1866,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Chillicothe,  traveling  by  boat  from  Fort  Benton,  Montana, 
to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He  remained  in  Chillicothe  until  1889,  when 
he  again  went  to  Montana  but  in  March,  1893,  returned  and  here 
his  death  occurred  in  August,  1898. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  i860,  Mr.  Harris  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Rachel  Jane  Wilson,  of  Chillicothe,  who  survives  him. 
In  their  family  were  five  children :  Charles  Scott,  who  is  chief  clerk 
on  the  cotton  docks  for  the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  at 
Galveston,  Texas;  Samuel  Wilson,  who  is  practicing  dentistry  in 
Dallas,  Texas;  Robert  Lee,  who  died  in  infancy;  Fred  Henry,  who  is 
associated  with  the  Bazel  J.  Meek  Land  Company  of  Chillicothe ; 
and  William,  who  died  in  infancy. 


270 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


Samuel  Leeper  Harris  was  often  spoken  of  as  a  man  who  was  a 
friend  to  everybody  and  he  certainly  proved  the  truth  of  the  Emer¬ 
sonian  philosophy  that  “the  way  to  win  a  friend  is  to  be  one.”  He 
possessed  a  rare  nature,  was  generous  to  a  fault  and  never  failed  to 
assist  the  poor  and  needy  if  it  lay  within  his  power  to  do  so.  Many 
a  man  living  in  the  county  today  has  been  befriended  by  him  and 
gladly  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Harris,  and  pays  him 
the  tribute  of  saying  that  the  world  is  better  because  of  his  having 
lived.  On  attaining  his  majority,  in  1854,  he  became  a  Mason,  the 
degrees  being  conferred  upon  him  at  Springhill,  Missouri.  He  after¬ 
ward  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree  and  held  every  office  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  eminent  commander  in  Paschal  Commandery.  His 
death  was  sincerely  and  deeply  regretted  by  his  many  friends  who 
were  attached  to  him  by  ties  of  affection,  good-will  and  esteem, 
formed  in  the  course  of  his  upright,  honorable,  active  and  useful  life. 
He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  took  a  helpful 
interest  in  its  work,  gave  liberally  to  its  support  and  did  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  influence.  In  every  phase  of  life  Samuel 
Leeper  Harris  gained  the  respect  and  regard  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  associated,  whether  as  a  boy  in  crossing  the  plains,  as  a  man  in 
his  later  business  associations  or  in  his  connections  in  the  church,  in 
Masonry  and  in  social  and  home  circles.  He  was  indeed  one  of 
nature’s  noblemen. 


JOHN  H.  TAYLOR. 

John  H.  Taylor  is  city  attorney  and  a  well  known  lawyer 
of  Chillicothe  and  in  his  chosen  profession  has  made  that  steady 
advancement  which  results  only  from  merit  and  ability  in  han¬ 
dling  important  litigated  interests.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  his 
career  with  the  opportunity  before  him  to  attain  still  greater  suc¬ 
cess  and  his  friends  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  for  him  continued 
progress  in  his  chosen  field.  Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Livingston 
county  on  the  12th  of  September,  1870,  and  is  a  grandson  of  Hiram 
Taylor,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  and  a  son  of  Edward 
L.  Taylor,  well  known  throughout  this  district  and  called  by 
his  numerous  friends,  “Buck.”  He  was  in  the  fifth  consecutive 
year  of  his  service  as  sheriff  of  Livingston  county  when  he  was 
accidentally  shot  and  killed  while  on  a  hunting  trip  in  Arkansas. 
He  was  always  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  democratic  party  and 


EDWARD  L.  TAYLOR 


JOHN  H.  TAYLOR 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


273 


gave  loyal  and  active  support  to  its  men  and  measures  for  many 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  November,  1897. 

John  H.  Taylor  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chillicothe  and 
after  completing  the  usual  course  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Gill.  In  1897  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  the  same 
year  opened  an  office  in  his  native  city  and  has  continued  to 
practice  here  since  that  time.  He  has  secured  a  good  clientage 
connecting  him  with  much  of  the  important  litigation  tried  in 
the  courts  of  the  district  and  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  resource¬ 
ful  practitioner. 

Mr.  Taylor  married  Miss  Irene  Blackburn,  a  native  of  Living¬ 
ston  county,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Richard, 
Buck  and  Dorothy.  Mr.  Taylor  is  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order,  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  gives  his  political  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  democratic  party  and  has  held  many  important  public 
positions,  most  of  which  have  been  along  the  lines  of  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  democratic  convention  at 
Denver  in  1908.  He  has  been  police  judge,  sheriff,  prosecuting  at¬ 
torney  of  Livingston  county  and  mayor  and  is  at  present  serving  as 
city  attorney. 

In  1910  Mr.  Taylor  was  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  party  of 
the  thirty-sixth  judicial  circuit  for  circuit  judge.  He  ran  far  ahead 
of  his  ticket  and  although  the  circuit  was  overwhelmingly  republi¬ 
can  was  only  defeated  by  a  very  narrow  margin.  During  his  term 
as  mayor  of  the  city  of  Chillicothe  the  municipal  electric  light  plant 
was  constructed.  The  fact  that  Chillicothe  is  now  the  best  lighted 
city  in  the  state  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Taylor’s  efforts  both  in  the 
submission  of  the  proposition  to  the  people  and  in  the  successful 
fight  in  the  courts  against  the  private  corporation  which  sought  to 
defy  and  defeat  the  will  of  the  citizens. 


EDWIN  A.  KESSLER. 

The  success  of  Edwin  A.  Kessler  along  agricultural  lines  must 
largely  be  attributed  to  his  aggressiveness  and  energy,  which  he  has 
applied  to  the  development  of  his  farm,  transforming  the  same  into 
a  prosperous  property  from  a  wild  tract  of  land.  He  now  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  on  sections  7  and  8.  Jackson 
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township,  Livingston  county,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  in  the  locality.  A  descendant  of  a  worthy  pioneer  fam¬ 
ily,  he  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  A.  (Faulk)  Kessler  and  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Daniel  Y.  Kessler,  who  settled  in  Livingston  county  in  1839, 
one  mile  east  of  where  the  present  Kessler  homestead  is  located,  on 
which  J.  F.  Kessler,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  now  makes  his  home. 
After  a  long  and  successful  career  as  agriculturist  the  father  passed 
away  on  April  12,  1910,  his  wife  dying  only  a  half  year  later — on  the 
1 6th  of  November.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Kessler  were  highly 
regarded  not  only  for  the  substantial  attainments  they  had  achieved 
but  also  for  their  many  high  traits  of  character,  which  made  them 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  them.  Both  found  their  last  resting  place 
in  Jamesport  cemetery.  In  their  family  were,  beside  our  subject: 
Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Thompson,  a  farmer  of  Daviess  county, 
Missouri;  D.  W.,  a  civil  engineer  by  profession,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  and  J.  F.  Kessler,  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Jackson  township. 

Being  born  on  the  home  farm  on  the  1st  of  December,  1869, 
Edwin  A.  Kessler  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
subsequently  attending  Avalon  College,  which  latter  institution  he 
left  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  During  vacation  times  he  had 
already  as  a  boy  assisted  in  the  minor  duties  on  the  home  fann,  but 
after  leaving  school  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  property  and 
ably  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  same  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  In  consideration  of  his  good 
services  his  father  then  gave  him  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  and 
on  this  land  he  has  since  pursued  successfully  mixed  methods  of 
farming,  his  efforts  having  been  attended  with  such  gratifying  re¬ 
sults  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  add  to  his  holdings,  his  farm  now 
comprising  three  hundred  acres  of  fertile  and  valuable  land,  all  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  largely  gives  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  breeding  cattle,  swine  and  sheep  and  also  giving  some  time  to 
raising  horses.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  developed  from  land 
which  was  in  its  natural  state  a  highly  valuable  property,  equipped 
with  all  the  improvements  modern  agriculture  demands,  a  residence 
which  is  handsome  and  comfortable — in  short  a  farm  home  that  is 
equal  to  the  best  of  the  district. 

In  Jamesport,  Missouri,  Mr.  Kessler  was  united  in  marriage  on 
May  19,  1895,  to  Miss  Lilly  Ramsey,  a  native  of  Jackson  township 
and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Linnie  (Wingo)  Ramsey,  the  former  a 
native  of  Livingston  county  and  a  son  of  one  of  the  highly  honored 
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pioneer  fanners  of  this  section.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Kessler  was  a 
public-spirited  man  and  prominent  in  his  locality,  where  his  worth 
was  recognized  in  his  election  to  the  office  of  assessor  of  Jackson 
township.  Both  the  parents  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the 
Ramsey  family  graveyard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Ruth  E.  and  Ida  M.,  attending  district  school; 
and  Mary  E. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kessler  is  a  stanch  democrat,  giving 
his  unqualified  support  to  the  measures  and  candidates  of  that  organ¬ 
ization.  His  fraternal  relations  consist  of  memberships  in  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  passed  through  all  the 
chairs,  and  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America.  The  religious  faith 
of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  the  work 
of  which  they  take  active  and  helpful  interest.  Consistently  devoting 
his  energies  and  attention  to  one  purpose,  Mr.  Kessler  has  by  hard 
work,  energy  and  progressive  methods  become  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturists  of  Jackson  township,  but  modestly  ascribes  a  great 
part  of  his  success  to  the  able  assistance  given  by  his  faithful  wife. 
It  is  generally  conceded  that  his  labors,  which  have  brought  about  his 
own  success,  have  done  more  than  that,  as  through  them  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the  settlement,  development  and  the 
utilization  of  resources  in  Livingston  county. 


JAMES  B.  LEEPER. 

James  B.  Leeper,  who  owns  a  highly  improved  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirteen  acres  on  section  7,  Jackson  township,  Livingston 
county,  is  a  member  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of  Missouri  and  this 
county,  having  been  born  in  Jackson  township  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1875,  a  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Annie  (Blakey)  Leeper.  John  Leeper, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  pioneer  merchant  of  Spring  Hill,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  was  the  first  packer  in  that  part  of  the  country,  hauling  his 
merchandise  across  the  plains  to  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska,  and  ex¬ 
periencing  exciting  adventures  during  his  trips  on  account  of  the 
Indians  in  those  early  days.  The  grandmother,  who  was  a  Miss 
Amanda  Boyle  in  her  maidenhood,  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-eight  years  and  resided  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  until  her  de¬ 
mise  in  1913,  having  the  distinction  of  being  at  that  time  the  oldest 
pioneer  woman  in  the  county.  She  was  in  perfect  health,  and  bodily 
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and  mentally  well  for  one  of  her  great  age,  until  a  few  days  before 
her  death.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  James  B.  Leeper  was  Ben¬ 
jamin  B.  Blakey,  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  fourteen  children,  all 
of  whom  became  well  known  in  the  walks  of  life  they  selected  and 
turned  out  to  be  a  credit  to  the  name.  The  grandfather  was  the 
owner  of  extensive  land  interests  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  held  title  to  sixteen  hundred  acres. 

Daniel  S.  Leeper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  devoted  his  life  to 
agricultural  labors,  being  successful  along  that  line.  He  and  his  wife 
now  reside  in  Jackson  township.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Joseph  H.;  James  B.,  of  this 
review;  Mary  E.,  the  widow  of  Lewis  Boyle,  Jr.;  Amanda  B.,  who 
married  William  Stinchcomb;  Annie  L.,  the  wife  of  Archibald  Ram¬ 
sey;  and  Daniel  L. 

James  B.  Leeper  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  near  his  father’s  farm  in  this 
county,  laying  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He 
then  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  thorough  methods  of  agriculture  his  father  employed  and  re¬ 
maining  there  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his 
own  account.  Gradually  he  brought  this  tract  to  a  state  of  high  culti¬ 
vation  and  by  incessant  work  and  frugal  living  was  enabled  to  add 
to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  acres.  He  engages  in  general  farming,  following  the 
most  modern  and  scientific  methods,  and  also  specializes  along  lines 
of  stock-raising.  He  has  remodeled  his  outbuildings,  including  barns 
and  sheds,  and  has  partially  rebuilt  and  refitted  them,  also  instituting 
such  equipment  as  he  has  deemed  essential  to  obtaining  the  best  re¬ 
sults  from  his  farm.  Some  time  previously  he  and  his  brother  Jos¬ 
eph  cultivated,  as  partners,  over  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  this  con¬ 
nection  maintaining  for  four  years.  He  had  given  his  attention  to 
this  farm  for  three  years  before  the  partnership  was  effected,  the 
property  being  known  as  the  G.  W.  Dennis  farm. 

On  January  14,  1900,  Mr.  Leeper  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ida  M.  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Mary  (Walls)  Rob¬ 
inson.  The  mother,  who  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Nic¬ 
kerson)  Walls,  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county  who  came  here  when  primitive  conditions  prevailed  and  the 
Indians  roamed  about  freely,  having  their  camps  on  the  Grand  river. 
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At  that  time;  wild  game  was  still  plentiful  and  when  Mr.  Walls  took 
up  land  here  it  was  covered  with  brush  and  timber.  He  subsequently 
became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  his  section,  well  known 
and  well  liked.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren.  R.  Beatrice,  attending  district  school;  and  Fern  L.,  three  years 
of  age. 

Politically  Mr.  Leeper  is  a  democrat,  taking  an  interest  in  all 
matters  that  affect  the  public  weal  and  giving  evidence  of  his  public 
spirit  by  service  rendered  in  the  position  of  member  of  the  Jackson 
township  board.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Baptist  church 
of  Shelburn,  Missouri,  and  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  A  man  of  modern  views,  he  has  by  wise  and 
intelligent  management,  progressive  methods,  thrift  and  industry 
gained  success  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists 
of  Livingston  county,  where  he  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know 
him  for  his  many  estimable  qualities  of  character. 


LEWIS  C.  MARLOW. 

Lewis  C.  Marlow,  a  member  of  a  family  of  Irish  origin  long 
prominent  in  Livingston  county,  is  the  owner  of  Prairie  Center  Stock 
Farm  comprising  three  hundred  acres  on  sections  4,  5,  and  8,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  this  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  farming  properties 
m  this  district.  A  native  of  Livingston  county,  Mr.  Marlow  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  January  9,  1857,  his  parents  being  William 
H.  and  Amanda  (Hutchison)  Marlow.  The  father  who  came  here 
in  the  early  days  of  1853  became  a  prominent  and  well  known  man 
m  the  county.  He  was  one  of  those  who  volunteered  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war  and  valiantly  fought  under  General  Price.  A  success¬ 
ful  man,  highly  esteemed,  he  passed  away  June  24,  1911,  at  the  vener¬ 
able  age  of  eighty-one  years,  finding  his  last  resting  place  in  Edge- 
wood  cemetery.  His  wife,  who  is  surviving  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years,  makes  her  home  with  her  two  sons,  our  subject  and  his  brother. 

Lewis  C.  Marlow  received  his  education  in  the  Blackburn  district 
school  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  had,  however, 
for  a  number  of  years  before  that  time,  during  nine  months  every 
year,  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  after  definitely 
laying  aside  his  text-books  he  continued  to  stay  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  acquiring  valuable  knowledge  in  the  methods  and  de- 
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tails  of  agriculture.  He  then  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on 
which  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  upon  his  father’s  death  inherited 
the  other  two  hundred  acres  which  now  make  up  the  Prairie  Center 
Stock  Farm.  Following  methods  most  thorough  and  most  modern, 
Mr.  Marlow  has  attained  success  along  the  line  in  which  he  spe¬ 
cializes,  being  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  live  stock.  He 
has  made  a  number  of  valuable  improvements  upon  the  farm,  build¬ 
ing  substantial  barns  and  erecting  a  handsome  residence.  His  fields 
are  planted  to  the  grain  best  suited  to  soil  and  climate  and  part  of  his 
property  is  under  pasturage.  His  fields  by  their  appearance  betray 
the  excellent  management  of  Mr.  Marlow  and  its  attendant  prosper¬ 
ity,  and  all  of  his  acres  are  well  fenced  and  subdivided  into  suitable 
tracts. 

In  Jackson  township,  Livingston  county,  on  March  16,  1880,  Mr. 
Marlow  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Ramsey,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Lennie  Ramsey,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  prominent  fanner  of 
this  district  who  passed  away  in  1897,  his  wife  following  him  in  death 
in  1901.  Both  were  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  good  qualities  of 
heart  and  mind  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  many.  They  found 
their  last  resting  place  on  the  old  Ramsey  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marlow  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Howard,  a  graduate  of  the 
Chillicothe  Business  College  who  now  follows  the  carpenter’s  trade  in 
Jerome,  Arizona;  Fay,  also  a  graduate  of  that  school  who  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  Murphy,  a  merchant  tailor  of  Chillicothe;  Edith,  who  is 
pursuing  a  course  at  the  Chillicothe  Business  College ;  and  Darrell,  at¬ 
tending  district  school. 

Besides  his  extensive  stock-raising  and  farm  interests  Mr.  Mar¬ 
low  is  also  connected  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chillicothe  in 
which  institution  he  holds  a  considerable  block  of  stock.  For  some 
time  he  was  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Jamesport,  Mis¬ 
souri,  being  one  of  its  charter  members,  but  of  late  has  severed  his 
connections  with  this  bank.  Public-spirited,  he  is  well  informed  upon 
all  questions  arising  on  public  issues  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  mat¬ 
ters  affecting  the  local  conditions,  having  participated  in  local  gov¬ 
ernmental  affairs  as  a  member  of  the  township  board  and  also  as  a 
director  of  the  local  school  board,  giving  thereby  evidence  of  his  deep 
concern  for  the  cause  of  education.  His  fraternal  affiliations  connect 
him  with  the  Masonic  order  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge,  while  he  also  is  carried  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  A  successful  man  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  he  has 
been  a  factor  in  the  agricultural  development  of  Livingston  county 
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where  he  has  done  no  little  service  in  promoting  stock-raising  inter¬ 
ests  and  while  he  has  been  constructive  in  advancing  agricultural 
methods  he  has  attained  to  a  position  which  places  him  among  the 
most  substantial  men  of  the  county. 


F.  V.  ROSS. 

The  executive  force,  watchfulness  and  accuracy  demanded  in 
banking  circles  find  exemplification  in  the  business  record  of  F.  V. 
Ross,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  in  Chula,  a 
position  which  he  has  filled  creditably  since  1909.  He  was  born  in 
Chillicothe,  February  21,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  James  K.  and  Emma 
(Shour)  Ross,  the  former  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Livingston  county. 
He  came  to  this  section  with  his  father,  David  Ross,  in  the  very  early 
days  of  the  county’s  organization  and  after  he  had  grown  to  manhood 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  with  which  he  was  connected  prac¬ 
tically  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  upon  a 
farm.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  as  bugler  in 
the  federal  army  and  having  had  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
youngest  volunteers.  He  died  June  20,  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
having  survived  his  wife  since  February  27,  1910.  Both  are  buried  in 
the  Parson  Creek  cemetery  in  Linn  county.  The  family  is  of  old 
French  origin  but  representatives  have  been  in  America  for  many 
generations. 

F.  V.  Ross  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ever- 
sonville,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
assisted  his  father  with  his  work  when  not  engaged  with  his  books 
but  when  he  began  his  active  career  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
pursuits,  becoming  a  clerk  in  Eversonville  and  later  in  Chula.  In 
1897  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Kirksville  and  after  tak¬ 
ing  a  literary  course  there  returned  to  Eversonville,  where  he  worked 
at  various  occupations  until  he  came  to  Chula  in  1909  as  cashier  of 
the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank,  a  position  in  which  he  has  since  re¬ 
mained.  Since  becoming  connected  with  this  institution  his  business 
capacity  and  enterprise  have  proven  active  and  useful  factors  in  its 
successful  conduct  and  in  the  enlarging  of  its  patronage.  Mr.  Ross  is 
also  interested  in  the  general  mercantile  store  operated  by  Elmore  & 
Ross. 
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In  Eversonville,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1901,  Mr.  Ross  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Devaul,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Louisa 
Devaul,  the  former  a  pioneer  settler  in  Grundy  county  and  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Livingston  county  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ross  have  a  son,  Vernon,  who  is  now  attending  school  in  Chula. 
Mr.  Ross  is  progressive  in  his  political  beliefs  and  fraternally  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  also  well  known  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  for  he  has  been  through 
all  the  chairs  in  this  organization.  His  time  and  energies  have,  how¬ 
ever,  been  largely  concentrated  upon  his  business  affairs  and  his  indus¬ 
try,  honesty  and  success  have  made  him  a  factor  in  financial  circles  of 
Chula. 


LAWRENCE  UHRMACHER. 

Lawrence  Uhrmacher,  who  since  1870  has  been  a  resident  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county  and  for  many  years  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and 
progressive  agriculturists,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1855,  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Sebastian)  Uhr¬ 
macher.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  followed  that 
occupation  for  some  time  in  Wisconsin,  moving  in  1870  to  a  farm  in 
Livingston  county.  He  resides  thereon  at  the  present  time  and  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery. 

Lawrence  Uhrmacher  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Hustisford,  Wisconsin,  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  fif¬ 
teen.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Livingston  county  and  was  here 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  becoming  familiar  at  an  early 
age  with  the  duties  and  labors  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
He  assisted  with  the  work  of  the  homestead  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  and  he  has  since 
followed  the  business,  having  today  attained  a  position  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
When  he  started  out  on  his  own  account  he  had  but  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  22,  Cream  Ridge  township,  but  he  carefully  managed  his 
finances,  made  the  best  use  of  his  opportunities  and,  as  the  years 
passed  by,  was  enabled  to  purchase  more  land  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  not  only  successfully  tilled  the 
fields,  but  has  also  fed  cattle  on  a  large  scale,  his  stock-raising  inter- 
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ests  being  profitable  and  important.  He  has  improved  his  farm  with  a 
fine  residence,  erected  the  necessary  outbuildings  and  bams  and 
installed  the  newest  machinery,  owning  today  a  model  farm. 

In  Cream  Ridge  township,  February  20,  1881,  Mr.  Uhrmacher 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Emily  (Booth)  Thompson,  the  former  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Mercer  county,  Missouri.  He  died  in 
1864  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1866.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
Goshen  cemetery  in  Mercer  county.  They  had  two  children  besides 
the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review:  William,  who  is  a  farmer  in 
Ottawa,  Kansas,  and  Elesta.  The  latter  married  H.  C.  Miller,  of 
Princeton,  Mercer  county,  Missouri.  She  died  in  1892  and  is  buried 
in  the  Goshen  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uhrmacher  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Lawrence  N.,  a  railroad  carpenter  residing  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  William  R.,  a  farmer  in  Cream  Ridge  township; 
Fern,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clarence  Sandidge,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  Ida  Catherine;  Garnett,  who  married  Lloyd  Littrell,  a 
bookkeeper  residing  in  Chula ;  and  Dixie  and  H.  Glenn,  who  are  at¬ 
tending  school.  Mr.  Uhrmacher  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  is  active  and  progressive  in  matters  of  citizen¬ 
ship,  having  served  for  some  time  as  director  of  the  school  board.  He 
is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the 
community  and  his  labors  have  brought  him  a  measure  of  success 
which  is  gratifying,  his  prosperity  being  due  to  his  diligence  and  his 
business  probity. 


J.  F.  KESSLER. 

J.  F.  Kessler,  who  is  one  of  the  representative  and  progressive 
agriculturists  of  Jackson  township,  where  he  owns  a  splendid  prop¬ 
erty  comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  located  on  sections 
17,  20  and  21,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
Livingston  county.  Being  born  on  the  place  where  he  is  now  residing, 
on  December  26,  1875,  he  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  A.  (Faulk) 
Kessler,  the  grandfather,  Daniel  Y.  Kessler,  having  settled  one  mile 
east  from  where  the  present  homestead  is  located,  in  1839,  at  the 
time  when  this  part  of  the  country  was  raw  prairie  land.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  county.  The  father,  also  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  section,  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the 
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community.  Taking  up  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  resides, 
he  broke  and  improved  the  property,  following  successfully  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  until  his  death  on  April  12,  1910,  his  wife  passing 
away  only  about  six  months  later,  on  November  16th  of  the  same 
year.  Both  were  esteemed  for  their  many  high  qualities  of  mind 
and  character  and  during  their  long  residence  in  the  county  enjoyed 
the  good-will  and  confidence  of  their  many  friends.  They  are  buried 
side  by  side  in  the  Jamesport  cemetery.  Of  their  family  four  chil¬ 
dren  grew  to  maturity,  those  beside  our  subject  being:  E.  A.,  a 
farmer  who  makes  his  home  in  this  vicinity;  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  J. 
W.  Thompson,  an  agriculturist  of  Daviess  county,  Missouri;  and 
D.  W.,  a  resident  civil  engineer  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

J.  F.  Kessler  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  which  he  left  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  having  during  that  time,  however,  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  on  the  home  place.  Early  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thorough  methods  of  agriculture  and  the  details  of  the 
work,  and  the  instructions  which  he  received  in  that  line  have  stood 
him  in  good  stead  ever  since  in  attaining  to  success.  His  large  farm 
is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  by  its  appearance  bespeaks  the 
prosperity  of  its  owner.  Beside  general  farming  he  largely  engages 
in  stock-raising  and  by  mixed  methods  has  succeeded  in  making  the 
property  one  of  the  most  productive  in  Jackson  township. 

On  September  30,  1906,  Mr.  Kessler  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Sampsel,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Della  Tye,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Nancy  (Buchanan)  Tye.  Her  father,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Sampsel  township,  where  he  attained  to  prominence  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known,  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  has  served 
with  distinction  for  a  number  of  years,  as  director  of  the  school  board. 
Highly  esteemed  for  his  commendable  standards  of  citizenship,  he  en¬ 
joys  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  many  friends  and  neighbors. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Mildred  V., 
Grace  A.  and  Frances  M. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kessler  is  a  democrat  and  although 
he  is  not  a  politician  in  the  office-seeking  sense  of  the  word,  has  served 
efficiently  as  member  of  the  township  board.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  confined  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which 
organization  he  has  served  in  all  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge.  Be¬ 
side  his  agricultural  connections  he  has  interests  in  another  direction 
which  connect  him  with  the  financial  institutions  of  Jamesport,  in 
which  city  he  has  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  director  of  the 
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People  s  Exchange  Bank,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  largest  stockhold¬ 
ers.  By  industry  and  energy,  and  using  progressive  and  scientific 
methods,  he  has  not  only  succeeded  in  bringing  about  his  individual 
prosperity  but  has  been  a  force  in  the  general  development  of  agri¬ 
cultural  standards  in  the  section.  His  farm  stands  as  a  monument  to 
his  skill  and  his  labor  and  by  its  improvements  bespeaks  the  pro¬ 
gressive  tendencies  of  its  owner.  A  worthy  representative  of  an 
old  German  family  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
section,  Mr.  Kessler  enjoys  a  position  of  distinction  among  the  agri¬ 
cultural  fraternity  of  Livingston  county. 


FRANK  P.  THOMPSON. 

Frank  P.  Thompson  owns  and  operates  a  good  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  six  acres  on  sections  26  and  28,  Cream  Ridge  township,  and 
his  business  qualifications  and  his  genuine  personal  worth  entitle  him 
to  mention  with  the  representative  residents  of  Livingston  county. 
He  came  here  in  1868  but  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born  at  Corning, 
May  9,  1853,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Hester  (Booth)  Thompson,  of 
whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  sketch  of  Julian  Thompson,  brother  of  the  subject 
of  this  review. 

Frank  P.  Thompson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Millport,  New  York,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age.  He  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1868  with  his  mother,  who 
in  that  year  brought  her  family  here  and  settled  on  the  farm  where 
Julian  Thompson  now  resides.  Mr.  Thompson  of  this  review  re¬ 
mained  at  home  until  1871  and  then  began  his  independent  career, 
renting  land  which  he  farmed  for  a  number  of  years  with  gratifying 
success,  finally  saving  enough  money  to  purchase  land  of  his  own.  He 
bought  forty  acres  and  developed  this  tract  until  1883,  in  which  year 
he  sold  the  property  and  after  renting  for  one  year,  bought  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm,  which  he  has  cultivated  since  that  time.  At  first  he  was  in 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Sinnock,  but  upon  the 
latter’s  death  in  1885  Mr.  Thompson  assumed  entire  charge  and 
has  since  developed  the  farm  alone.  He  has  made  substantial  improve¬ 
ments  upon  it,  building  a  fine  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  and 
installing  the  most  modern  labor-saving  machinery.  He  raises  grain 
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and  is  also  extensively  interested  in  stock-raising,  both  branches  of 
his  work  being  extremely  profitable  to  him. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss 
Alice  Sinnock,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Sinnock, 
the  former  of  whom  passed  away  in  1885  and  is  buried  in  the  May 
cemetery.  Mrs.  Thompson’s  mother  is  a  representative  of  an  old 
English  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  George,  who  resides  in  Sturgis,  Missouri;  Agnes  G.,  the 
wife  of  Lee  Wardlow,  a  farmer  in  North  Dakota;  William  R.,  a 
farmer  in  Cream  Ridge  township,  who  married  on  January  12, 
1913,  Miss  Jennie  Olenhouse;  Clarence  B.,  of  Sturgis,  who  was 
married  on  December  25,  1911,  to  Miss  Mabel  Rickett;  Alice  L., 
at  home;  Moses  M.,  who  is  assisting  his  father;  and  Ola  A.  and 
Chester  B.,  who  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Thompson  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  but  while  progressive  and  public-spirited  in  matters  of  citi¬ 
zenship,  is  never  active  as  an  office  seeker.  Having  spent  practically 
his  entire  life  in  Livingston  county,  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  his  methods  in  business  life  are  such  as  commend  him  to 
the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


GEORGE  A.  GARDNER. 

Among  the  most  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  Chula  is 
numbered  George  A.  Gardner,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
county  since  1883  and  who  since  that  time  has  been  a  force  in  the 
agricultural  and  business  development  of  this  part  of  Missouri.  He 
today  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  financial  circles,  not  alone 
by  reason  of  the  success  he  has  achieved  but  also  owing  to  the  fact 
that  his  business  methods  have  been  straightforward  and  honorable. 
He  has  ever  utilized  his  opportunities  to  the  best  advantage,  making 
steady  progress  in  the  business  world,  and  has  reached  a  position  of 
prominence  and  influence,  being  president  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Chula.  He  was  born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  October  3, 
1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Gardner.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  there  learned  the  weaver’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  the  fatherland  but  which  he  abandoned 
after  coming  to  America.  He  here  followed  farming  for  a  number 
of  years  but  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  for  the  Mexican 
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war  and  died  during  that  conflict.  His  wife  had  previously  passed 
away,  her  grave  being  upon  the  banks  of  the  Muskingum  river. 

George  A.  Gardner  acquired  a  very  meager  education  in  the 
district  schools,  attending  only  a  few  weeks  out  of  every  year. 
When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
Federal  army,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  1861  and  participating  in  many 
important  campaigns  and  hotly  contested  engagements,  being  some¬ 
times  on  the  line  and  at  other  times  on  detached  service.  He  received 
his  honorable  discharge  from  Company  A,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  December  25,  1865,  and  immediately  afterward  began  his 
career  as  a  fanner,  renting  land  in  his  native  county.  This  he 
continued  to  operate  until  1883,  when  he  removed  to  Livingston 
county  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  which 
he  continued  to  develop  with  great  success  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1891  Mr.  Gardner  abandoned  farming  and  turned  his  attention 
to  business  pursuits  in  Chula,  associating  himself  with  a  few  others 
m  the  organization  of  the  Chula  Exchange  Bank,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  since  that  time.  For  a  short  period  he  was  also 
engaged  in  the  flour-milling  business  and  was  for  three  years  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  hardware  concern,  but  he  has  now  sold  both 
of  these  enterprises  and  is  giving  all  of  his  attention  to  his  banking 
affairs.  He  was  the  first  vice  president  of  the  Chula  Bank,  and 
from  that  office  became  president,  in  which  position  he  has  served 
ably  and  successfully  since  1910.  He  has  largely  helped  to  make 
the  institution  one  of  the  substantial  financial  concerns  of  the  county, 
capably  controlled  along  conservative  lines,  every  means  being  em¬ 
ployed  to  protect  the  depositors  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  them 
the  benefit  of  a  progressive  business  policy. 

At  Zanesville,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Gardner 
wedded  Miss  Tena  Ganter,  a  daughter  of  Andreas  and  Frances 
Ganter,  the  former  a  farmer  in  Ohio,  who  passed  away  in  1873. 
His  wife  survived  him  ten  years  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  at  Zanesville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  three  children : 
Frances,  who  became  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Taylor,  a  carpenter  and 
contractor  in  Chula;  Louise,  who  married  Joseph  Uhrmacher,  a 
farmer  in  Cream  Ridge  township;  and  Elizabeth,  wffio  resides  at 
home.  The  family  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  Chula  and 
have  an  attractive  home  here  which  they  have  made  the  center  of  a 
charming  social  circle. 

Mr.  Gardner  is  a  republican  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  frater¬ 
nally  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
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is  also  connected  with  the  Chillicothe  chapter  of  the  Masonic  order. 
There  are  few  men  in  Chula  more  widely  or  favorably  known  than 
he,  for  his  business  enterprise,  frugality  and  sound  judgment  have 
carried  him  into  important  financial  relations,  while  his  honorable 
and  upright  life  and  high  principles  have  gained  him  the  warm  and 
lasting  regard  of  all  who  come  into  contact  with  him. 


JAMES  M.  WILSON. 

James  M.  Wilson,  who  for  about  six  decades  has  made  his  home 
in  Livingston  county,  receives  well  merited  honor  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  section,  to  which  he  came  when  frontier  conditions 
still  prevailed.  Owning  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  u,  Sampsell  township,  he  has  in  the  course  of  years 
become  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this  region  and  in  no  mean  way 
has  contributed  to  bring  about  the  general  prosperous  conditions  that 
now  prevail.  Coming  from  Brown  county,  Illinois,  he  was  there 
born  August  i,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
vie)  Wilson,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  in 
1853  but  the  mother  surviving  him  for  fifty-seven  years,  passing 
away  at  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-six  years  in  1910,  both  finding 
their  last  resting  place  in  Missouri.  The  parents  were  highly  esteemed 
and  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  many,  the  mother  being  especially  ven¬ 
erated  in  her  high  old  age  as  one  of  the  few  pioneer  women  of  the 
county  who  at  that  time  survived. 

James  M.  Wilson  received  his  education  in  Illinois  and  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  coming  to  the  latter  when  a  young  boy  and  leaving 
school  when  he  had  passed  his  fourteenth  birthday.  Early  he  began 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  for  shortly  after  laying  aside  his 
text-books  he  began  to  earn  his  support  by  hiring  out  as  a  farm 
hand,  making  his  living  in  that  way  for  the  next  twelve  years. 
Thrift,  frugality,  industry  and  energy  combined  in  pushing  him 
toward  the  goal  for  which  he  strove,  to  become  an  independent 
agriculturist;  and  at  the  end  of  the  period  he  had  acquired  the  means 
to  set  himself  up  on  his  own  land.  He  subsequently  acquired  the 
property  which  he  now  owns  and  to  the  cultivation  and  develop¬ 
ment  thereof  he  gave  his  assiduous  and  undivided  attention.  As 
the  years  passed  and  his  financial  resources  increased  he  erected 
a  handsome  residence  upon  his  farm  and  built  substantial  barns 
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and  outbuildings,  instituting  new  equipment,  implements  and  machin¬ 
ery  and  generally  improving  his  property  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
it  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  section. 

In  April,  1866,  in  Livingston  county,  Mr.  Wilson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Lyons,  a  daughter  of  Granberry  and 
Lucinda  Lyons,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried 
in  Sampsell  township.  On  January  5,  1900,  after  thirty-four  years 
of  happy  domestic  life,  Mrs.  Wilson  passed  away,  finding  her  last 
resting  place  in  a  cemetery  in  Sampsell  township.  Mr.  Wilson 
subsequently  married,  in  this  county,  Mrs.  Amanda  (Jones)  Gann, 
a  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Nancy  E.  Jones,  both  deceased.  The 
humane  quality  in  the  characters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  stands 
forth  in  an  act  of  kindness  that  evidences  the  high  perception  both 
have  of  their  obligation  toward  humanity,  for,  having  no  children 
of  their  own,  they  took  care  of  thirteen  orphans,  five  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  but  eight  they  have  reared  to  useful  members  of  society, 
they  in  turn  repaying  their  benefactors  by  the  honorable  lives  which 
they  lead.  One  of  these  children,  Ola  Stewart,  is  now  attending 
Chillicothe  high  school  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

James  M.  Wilson  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
to  the  work  of  which  he  gives  his  helpful  cooperation.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  connections  extend  to  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  blue  lodge,  while  his  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
progressive  party,  in  the  ideals  of  which  he  steadfastly  believes  and 
which  he  thinks  will  bring  about  freedom  from  corrupt  political 
practices.  A  man  of  worthy  principles,  a  farmer  of  progressive 
methods,  Mr.  Wilson  is  highly  regarded  for  the  many  substantial 
qualities  which  he  has  displayed  in  the  many  years  of  his  residence 
in  Sampsell  township  and,  while  he  has  attained  to  prosperity,  has 
done  great  service  in  this  section  as  a  forceful  element  and  con¬ 
structive  factor  in  upbuilding  and  developing. 


G.  M.  KRINER. 

G.  M.  Kriner,  a  representative  agriculturist  of  Cream  Ridge 
township,  was  bom  in  Clarence,  Shelby  county,  Missouri,  May  6, 
1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Henrietta  Kriner,  both  of  Ger¬ 
man  ancestry.  The  father  was  for  thirty  years  a  resident  of  Shelby 
county  and  well  known  and  popular  there.  He  was  prominent  in 
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the  public  life  of  this  section,  having  served  as  tax  collector  of  Rich 
Hill  township,  as  road  overseer  and  as  director  of  schools  and  having 
been  otherwise  identified  with  the  general  progress  and  growth.  He 
died  in  1903,  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery.  In  his  family 
were  four  children:  G.  M.,  of  this  review;  J.  C.,  a  farmer  of  Rich 
Hill  township;  Lilly  M.,  the  wife  of  S.  J.  Hoge,  connected  with 
the  real-estate,  land  and  loan  business  in  St.  Louis;  and  Frank  L., 
who  is  farming  on  the  old  homestead. 

G.  M.  Kriner  acquired  his  education  in  the  Clarence  school  in 
Shelby  county  and  later  attended  public  school  in  Green  Grove, 
Rich  Hill  township.  After  the  age  of  fourteen  he  studied  only  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months,  assisting  his  father  during  the  summers,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  discontinued  his  lessons  entirely  and  began 
his  independent  agricultural  career.  He  first  rented  land  and  culti¬ 
vated  it  so  successfully  that  in  1893  he  was  able  to  purchase  a  farm 
of  his  own,  buying  his  present  property  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
28,  Cream  Ridge  township.  This  he  has  since  improved  with  a 
fine  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  and  upon  it  has  carried  on  suc¬ 
cessfully  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  being  numbered  today 
among  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1892,  Mr.  Kriner  was  united  in  marri¬ 
age  to  Miss  Ida  Sneary,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mahala  (Harmon) 
Sneary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kriner  have  five  children :  Ray,  who  is  assist¬ 
ing  his  father;  Pearl,  who  graduated  from  district  school;  and  Irene, 
Orville  and  Garnett,  all  of  whom  are  attending  school.  Mr.  Kriner 
gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  has  been  several 
times  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  although  he  has 
never  sought  prominence  in  public  affairs.  Capable  and  reliable,  his 
industry  and  well  directed  activity  are  bringing  him  a  gratifying 
measure  of  prosperity. 


JOSEPH  A.  LEWIS. 

In  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  Joseph  A.  Lewis  is  still  active 
and  prominent  in  agricultural  circles  of  Livingston  county,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  since  1865.  He  has  been  a  force 
in  the  early  development  of  Blue  Mound  township  and  a  factor  in 
its  later  growth,  standing  today  in  the  front  ranks  of  progressive 
and  successful  agriculturists.  He  was  born  in  Pembrokeshire, 
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South  Wales,  in  1833  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Rodrick) 
Lewis,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  latter  dying  in  1874 
and  the  former  in  1880.  They  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Dawn. 
Joseph  A.  Lewis  came  to  America  in  his  childhood  and  settled 


with  his  parents  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  attended  school, 
laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  order  to  assist  his 
father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  For  three  years  he  remained 
upon  the  homestead  and  afterward  worked  for  himself,  spending 
four  years  in  Des  Moines.  He  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1865 
and  purchased  his  present  farm,  having  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  Welshman  in  this  section  of  Missouri.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  agent  for  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  Railroad  and  given 
charge  of  their  land  sales  in  Livingston  and  Carroll  counties  and 
he  accomplished  this  work  successfully  in  connection  with  his 
private  farming  interests.  Throughout  the  many  years  of  his 
residence  upon  his  property  Mr.  Lewis  has  steadily  carried  for¬ 
ward  the  work  of  development,  building  a  fine  residence,  barns 
and  outbuildings  and  making  other  substantial  improvements  in 
buildings  and  equipment.  He  owns  today  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acies  on  section  16,  range  24,  Blue  Mound  township,  upon  which 
he  carries  on  mixed  farming.  His  business  affairs  are  capably 
conducted  and  the  neat  and  attractive  appearance  of  his  farm 


gives  evidence  of  the  many  years  of  care  and  labor  he  has  be¬ 


stowed  upon  it. 

In  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  in  1868,  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  Tudor,  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Mary  (Owens)  Tudor,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father 
being  buried  in  Iowa  and  the  mother  in  Dawn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  have  four  children:  David  T.,  an  engineer  in  Kansas  City; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  Williams,  a  farmer  of  western  Kansas; 
Margaret,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lexington  College  for  women, 
at  Lexington,  Missouri,  and  who  is  now  a  teacher  at  Syracuse, 
Kansas;  and  John,  who  is  assisting  his  father. 


Mr.  Lewis  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  voting  the 
straight  ticket  at  every  national  and  local  election  until  1912,  when 
he  identified  his  interests  with  those  of  the  new  progressive  party, 
of  which  he  is  now  a  stanch  supporter.  He  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  was  for  two  years  president 
of  the  town  board  and  for  four  years  road  overseer.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist 
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church,  of  which  he  has  been  deacon  for  sixteen  years.  Having 
resided  in  Livingston  county  for  almost  half  a  century,  Mr.  Lewis 
has  become  thoroughly  identified  with  its  business  and  political 
affairs  and  in  the  successful  conduct  of  his  important  agricultural 
interests  has  gained  a  measure  of  prosperity  that  entitles  him  to 
representation  with  the  substantial  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
the  community. 


WILLIAM  R.  MAY. 

William  R.  May,  who  in  a  prominent  way  has  for  many  years 
been  identified  with  farming  interests  in  Cream  Ridge  township  and 
whose  enterprise  has  contributed  much  toward  the  advancement  of 
Livingston  county,  his  native  section,  was  born  September  4,  1861. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Creghead)  May,  the  former  a 
native  of  Missouri,  who  came  to  Livingston  county  in  pioneer  times, 
taking  up  a  preemption  claim  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Cream  Ridge  township  in  1849.  Little  by  little  he  increased  his 
holdings  and  carried  forward  the  work  of  development  along  pro¬ 
gressive  lines,  becoming  finally  one  of  the  substantial  and  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  this  locality.  He  was  for  twelve  years  public  admin¬ 
istrator  and  in  many  other  ways  gave  his  active  support  to  move¬ 
ments  for  the  general  welfare.  He  died  in  1895,  having  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  makes  her 
home  in  Colorado  during  the  summer  months. 

William  R.  May  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Cream  Ridge  township,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  homestead. 
After  three  years,  however,  he  began  his  independent  career,  buying 
a  small  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  since  increased  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres.  This  farm,  lying  on  section  18,  is 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  Mr.  May  has  provided  it  with  a 
fine  residence,  barns  and  other  buildings.  Each  year  he  gathers 
abundant  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows 
upon  the  fields,  while  in  addition  he  is  extensively  interested  in 
stock-raising.  He  also  operates  a  sawmill  and  has  two  threshing 
outfits  upon  his  property.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Farmers  &  Mer¬ 
chants  Bank  of  Chula. 
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Mr.  May  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  occurred  in 
Cream  Ridge  township,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Melsina  Clowdis,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  A.  Clowdis.  Mr.  May’s  first  wife  died 
m  1894,  leaving  four  children:  James  E.,  a  farmer  in  Cream  Ridge 
township;  Ora  A.,  a  blacksmith  in  Kenyon  City,  Texas;  Pearl,  the 
wife  of  Clarke  Morris,  a  farmer  in  Rich  Hill  township;  and  Effie, 
who  lives  in  Colorado.  Mr.  May’s  second  union  occurred  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Missouri,  May  9,  1895,  on  which  date  he  married  Miss  Pru¬ 
dence  Luamy  Austin,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Jane  Austin,  both  of 
whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Ward  cemetery. 

Mr.  May  is  affiliated  with  the  blue  lodge  in  Masonry  and  politic¬ 
ally  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party,  having  served  three 
years  as  township  collector.  However,  he  has  never  desired  office, 
preferring  to  give  all  of  his  time  to  his  business  affairs,  which  are 

capably  conducted,  so  that  he  is  justly  classed  with  the  progressive 
farmers  of  this  county. 


JULIAN  THOMPSON. 

In  a  history  of  the  agricultural  development  of  Cream  Ridge 
township  it  is  important  that  mention  be  made  of  Julian  Thompson, 
who  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  county  since  1868  and  who 
since  attaining  his  majority  has  been  influentially  connected  with 
fanning  interests.  He  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  on 
sections  26,  30,  32  and  33,  and  in  its  cultivation  has  displayed  the 
progressive  business  methods  and  the  careful  management  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  his  success.  He  was  born  in  Corning,  New 
York,  November  27,  1865,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Hester  (Booth) 
Thompson,  the  former  a  flour  miller  who  passed  away  in  Millport, 
New  York,,  May  9,  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  A  father  of 
a  large  family  he  left  his  widow  in  straitened  circumstances  and 
burdened  with  the  support  of  the  younger  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
two  had  passed  away  before  the  father’s  demise.  With  the  remaining 
ones  she  came  west  in  1868  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  residence  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  She  made  her  home  here 
in  1868  and  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1869,  her  eldest  son,  John 
Thompson,  who  was  her  main  support,  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  finding  his  last  resting  place  in  the  Wallace  ceme¬ 
tery.  The  struggle  against  poverty  was  hard  and  long  but  the  brave 
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mother  faced  the  difficulties  and  hardships  of  her  life  with  con¬ 
fidence  and  courage  and  gradually  overcame  them,  rearing  her  chil¬ 
dren  in  paths  of  honor  and  respectability,  becoming  widely  known 
as  an  exemplary  woman,  loyal  and  faithful  fi^all  the  duties  and  obli¬ 
gations  of  her  life.  Beside  John  there  were  in  the  family,  George, 
who  passed  away  on  the  home  farm  in  May,  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two,  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery;  Herbert  and  Stephen,  who 
both  met  their  deaths  by  drowning  in  Millport,  New  York,  the 
accidents  occurring  three  weeks  apart;  Frank  P.,  a  farmer  in  Cream 
Ridge  township;  W.  K.,  a  jeweler  in  Chula;  Dr.  R.  V.,  of  Jamesport, 
Missouri;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Wilbur  F.  Marsh,  of  Chillicothe,  Mis¬ 
souri;  and  Julian,  the  subject  of  this  review.  The  mother  died  in 
1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery. 

Julian  Thompson  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Cream  Ridge  township  and  later  attended  the  Chillicothe 
Normal  School,  leaving  this  institution  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
He  then  returned  to  the  homestead  and  with  his  brother  George  took 
charge  of  the  farm,  which  consisted  of  five  hundred  acres,  one  hun¬ 
dred  of  which  have  since  been  disposed  of.  After  the  death  of  his 
brother,  Julian  Thompson  assumed  entire  charge  of  the  property  and 
has  since  been  developing  it  along  progressive  and  modern  lines. 
He  has  erected  a  fine  residence,  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings, 
and  has  made  other  improvements  in  equipment  and  accessories, 
being  today  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  properties 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  raises  grain  and  is  also  extensively 
interested  in  stock-raising,  feeding  cattle,  hogs  and  other  stock.  He 
is  in  addition  connected  with  business  interests  of  Sturgis  as  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  People’s  Exchange  Bank  of  that  city. 

At  Keokuk,  Iowa,  on  December  20,  1896,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Viola  D.  Leaton,  a  daughter  of  Robert  C. 
and  Florence  (Lillard)  Leaton,  the  former  a  mason  and  contractor 
in  Chillicothe.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  was  also  active 
in  suppressing  several  Indian  uprisings  in  California.  He  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Arthur,  an  engineer 
residing  at  El  Reno,  Oklahoma;  Viola  D.,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of 
this  review;  Fanny,  who  married  William  Boyd,  an  express  agent  at 
Sapulpa,  Oklahoma;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Walter  Hay,  a  civil  engineer 
of  Seville,  Ohio;  Milton,  who  resides  at  Laredo,  Missouri,  and  is 
an  engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway;  Bertha, 
who  married  J.  G.  Ebetts,  manager  of  the  Democrat  Printing  & 
Lithographing  Company  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  ;  Valentine,  who 
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died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  is  buried  in  the  Edgewood  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Chillicothe;  and  Harry,  who  resides  in  Chillicothe.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Florence  IT.  and 
Helen  S.,  who  are  attending  district  school;  and  Dorothy  D. 

Mr.  Thompson  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  Well  known  in 
Cream  Ridge  township  and  throughout  the  county  as  one  of  its 
substantial  and  progressive  farmers,  he  owes  his  advancement  entirely 
to  his  perseverance  and  well  directed  labor.  His  friends  entertain 
for  him  high  regard  by  reason  of  his  fidelity  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him  and  because  of  the  upright  and  straightforward  methods 
which  have  marked  all  of  his  business  dealings. 


MRS.  A.  M.  CLAY. 

Among  the  women  of  Chillicothe  who  are  doing  worthy,  beneficent 
and  useful  work  in  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  misguided 
and  unfortunate,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Clay,  superintendent  of  the  State  Indus¬ 
trial  Home  for  Girls,  must  be  accorded  an  honored  place.  Her 
untiring  energy,  her  courage  and  her  patience  have  combined  with 
her  remarkable  executive  ability  to  crown  her  efforts  with  success 
and  the  value  of  her  work  is  best  proven  by  the  splendid  results  she 
has  obtained. 

The  Missouri  Industrial  Home  for  Girls  was  established  in  1887, 
when  the  Marmaduke  cottage  wasi  erected.  As  the  demand  for  more 
room  grew  several  more  cottages  were  added  and  in  the  course  of 
years  a  school,  chapel  and  administration  building  constructed.  Each 
cottage  contains  a  “family”  of  girls,  the  inmates  of  each  being 
selected  according  to  the  cause  of  commitment,  age,  disposition  and 
previous  education.  The  home  contains  at  the  present  time  two 
hundred  and  seventy  girls  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  seventeen, 
who  have  been  committed  until  the  age  of  twenty-one  by  the  courts 
of  the  state  for  various  infractions  of  the  law  and  for  other  reasons. 
Mrs.  Clay  was  appointed  superintendent  in  1907  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  inaugurate  an  entirely  new  system  of  government  and 
control.  She  established  regular  Sunday  services  and  herself  assumed 
charge  of  the  Sabbath  school,  where  the  girls  under  her  charge  are 
taught  their  obligations  to  God  and  humanity.  The  practical  duties 
of  administration  are  never  neglected  and,  indeed,  they  have  been 
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reduced  to  a  definite  system,  for  Mrs.  Clay  is  a  capable  business 
woman  and  possesses  that  spirit  of  initiative  and  practical  insight  and 
sympathy  which  make  her  ideally  fitted  for  her  difficult  position. 
Aiding  her  in  her  work  is  a  most  efficient  corps  of  officers  who  act 
together  loyally  and  harmoniously,  accomplishing  in  this  way  work 
which  will  live  in  the  future  and  have  a  lasting  effect  upon  coming 
generations.  Mrs.  Clay  realizes  the  importance  of  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  which  rest  upon  her  in  building  up  character  in  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  victims  of  circumstances  under  her  charge  and  she  brings  to 
her  duties  a  simple  faith  and  high  courage  and  a  belief  in  the  efficacy 
of  hope  and  sincerity  of  purpose. 


JOSEPH  E.  HILL. 

Joseph  E.  Hill  has  for  thirty- three  years  been  influentially  con¬ 
nected  with  farming  interests  in  Cream  Ridge  township  and  his 
enterprise,  his  ability  and  his  success  have  contributed  much  toward 
the  agricultural  development  of  the  community.  He  owns  and  oper¬ 
ates  a  fine  farm  and  by  his  progressive  methods  and  careful  super¬ 
vision  has  made  it  a  well  improved  property.  He  was  bom  in  West 
Virginia,  November  26,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  A.  C.  and  Mary  (Cart¬ 
wright)  Hill,  the  former  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Livingston  county. 
The  father  came  with  horse  teams  by  way  of  Knox  county,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  after  which  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Livingston  county,  which  by  degrees  he  increased 
until  his  holdings  comprised  two  hundred  acres.  In  1878  he  moved 
to  Barry  county  and  there  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
He  had  survived  his  wife  one  year,  her  death  having  occurred  when 
she  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  both  are  buried  in  Barry  county, 
near  Golden. 

Joseph  E.  Hill  acquired  his  education  in  the  Livingston  county 
district  schools  and  in  the  Chillicothe  public  schools,  laying  aside  his 
books  at  the  age  of  twenty  in  order  to  assist  with  the  work  of  the 
homestead.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  1879,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  Cream  Ridge  township, 
a  portion  of  his  present  farm,  and  later  eighty  more  on  section  21. 
He  has  since  made  two  more  additions  to  his  holding,  purchasing 
eighty  acres  on  section  16  and  eighty  on  section  14,  range  24,  and  this 
property  he  has  substantially  improved  with  a  fine  residence,  two 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


297 


large  modern  barns  and  a  silo.  The  farm  is  in  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation,  owing  to  Mr.  Hill’s  progressive  methods,  and  it  constitutes 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county. 

On  March  26,  1879,  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Esther  Hurst,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Hurst,  the  former 
of  whom  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Grundy  county. 
He  died  in  January,  1879*  and  is  buried  in  the  Wallace  cemetery,  in 
Medicine  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  became  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Virgil,  a  prominent  farmer  in  Montana,  married  Miss 
Jennie  Stone,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Stone,  of  Laredo,  Grundy  county,  and 
they  reside  at  Poison,  Montana.  Eva  passed  away  at  the  age  of  six 
years. 

Mr.  Hill  is  a  director  in  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of 
Chula.  He  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  has  been  on 
the  township  board  for  several  terms.  His  religious  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  steward  for  over  thirty  years,  and  in  his  upright 
and  honorable  life  he  exemplifies  the  principles  in  which  he  believes. 
He  is  well  known  in  Livingston  county,  where  he  has  resided  since 
1857,  and  he  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  demonstrated  in  his  life 
the  value  of  integrity  and  industry,  for  he  started  out  empty-handed 
and  has  won  his  prosperity  through  intense  and  well  directed  energy. 


WILLIS  COLE. 

Willis  Cole,  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  and  highly  culti¬ 
vated  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  section  34,  Jackson 
township,  Livingston  county,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  being  born 
April  13,  1855,  and  a  son  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Cole,  the 
former  of  whom  passed  away  in  1901,  while  the  latter  still  makes 
her  home  in  Jackson  township. 

Educated  in  the  virtues  of  honesty,  industry  and  thrift  by  his 
parents,  Willis  Cole  acquired  his  learning  in  the  public  schools  of 
Livingston  county,  laying  aside  his  schoolbooks  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  Early  acquainting  himself  with  efficient  methods  of  agri¬ 
culture  by  assisting  his  father  in  the  minor  duties  on  the  home  place, 
he  continued  with  the  same  for  six  years  after  leaving  school,  but 
at  the  end  of  that  time  began  his  independent  career  by  renting  land 
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and  engaging  thereon  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Energetic  and  pro¬ 
gressive,  he  soon  obtained  results  and  was  later  enabled  to  acquire 
the  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  There  he  has  erected  a  handsome  residence  and  other  sub¬ 
stantial  farm  buildings,  making  such  improvements  and  instituting 
such  equipment  as  are  considered  indispensable  to  modern  and 
intensive  farming.  He  devotes  his  land  to  such  grains  as  are  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  also  engages  in  stock-raising,  receiv¬ 
ing  gratifying  returns  from  both  lines  of  endeavor. 

On  April  17,  1879,  Mr.  Cole  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susanna  Wagner,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  S.  and  Anna  (Wortz) 
Wagner,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father’s  death  occur¬ 
ring  in  1899  and  that  of  the  mother  in  1910.  Both  the  parents  found 
their  last  resting  place  in  Sampsell  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  May,  the  wife  of  T.  E. 
Stith,  a  farmer  of  Oklahoma;  Awilda  G.,  at  home;  Ella,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Bills,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Livingston 
county;  Ollie,  Mary  and  John  W.,  all  at  home;  Claude,  who  passed 
away  in  1881;  Moses  F.,  who  died  in  1885;  and  an  infant,  who 
passed  away  in  1900. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Cole  is  a  republican  and,  being 
public-spirited,  keeps  himself  well  informed  upon  all  matters  affect¬ 
ing  county,  state  and  nation.  His  ability  has  been  recognized  many 
times  in  his  election  to  various  township  offices.  He  is  a  worthy 
exemplar  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge, 
and  also  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Ener¬ 
getic  and  active,  he  has  brought  about  his  own  success  by  pro¬ 
gressive  and  scientific  methods  but  has  done  more  than  that,  for  his 
labors  have  been  instrumental  in  increasing  the  resources  of  this 
section  and  developing  agricultural  standards,  contributing  thereby 
to  general  advancement  and  development. 


ELI  J.  MARSH. 

Eli  J.  Marsh,  living  retired  in  Chillicothe,  has  many  claims  to 
the  high  respect  and  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held,  for  he 
is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  during  his  active  life 
was  closely  identified  with  legal  and  business  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  born  near  Sacket  Harbor,  New  York,  on  August 
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2>  J833,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Membry)  Marsh, 
natives  of  Devonshire,  England,  who  came  to  America  at  an  early 
date  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  New  York.  The  father  followed 
general  agricultural  pursuits  during  all  his  life.  The  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Captain  Amos  Membry,  prominent  in  the  British  navy. 
To  their  union  were  born  ten  children :  Eli  J.,  of  this  review ;  Luther, 
who  resides  in  Charles  'City,  Iowa;  Sophia,  who  married  J.  S. 
Faudrey,  of  Adams  Center,  New  York;  Walter,  who  resides  in 
Homer,  Calhoun  county,  Michigan;  George,  who  is  a  farmer  near 
Charles  City,  Iowa;  and  Frederick,  a  colonel  in  the  United  States 
army,  now  residing  in  San  Francisco.  The  other  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  died  in  infancy. 

Eli  J.  Marsh  acquired  a  public-school  education  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  it  taught  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  for  three  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  law  school  in  Albany,  New  York, 
and  was  graduated  in  1858,  after  which  he  studied  under  Judge  Ira 
Harris,  then  United  States  senator.  He  located  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Adams,  New  York,  and  built  up  an  extensive  and 
representative  patronage,  conducting  his  patronage  capably  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  went  to  the  front  as  first  lieuten¬ 
ant  with  a  company  of  New  York  volunteer  infantry.  He  afterward 
earned  advancement  and  was  mustered  out  as  lieutenant  colonel. 
In  1866  he  came  to  Chillicothe  and  practiced  in  a  private  capacity 
until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  serving  with  great  energy,  ability  and  impartiality 
and  making  a  record  in  office  over  which  no  shadow  or  suspicion  of 
evil  ever  fell.  In  1869  Mr.  Marsh  purchased  the  Chillicothe  Tribune, 
which  he  conducted  for  twenty  years.  He  made  this  one  of  the 
leading  journals  in  this  part  of  the  state,  for  in  its  columns  he  advo¬ 
cated  always  the  most  progressive  and  worthy  principles  and  sup¬ 
ported  warmly  and  intelligently  all  projects  for  the  general  good. 
As  a  director  of  public  thought  and  opinion  he  was  invaluable  to  the 
community,  as  his  great  influence  was  never  given  to  a  dishonorable 
cause  and  never  unworthily  used.  He  sold  the  paper  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1890,  and  since  that  time  has  been  living  retired. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  Mr.  Marsh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Skinner,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Calvin  Skinner,  of  Adams, 
New  York.  They  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Maria,  born 
in  May,  i860,  who  has  passed  away.  Mr.  Marsh  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  affairs  and  has  served  in  various  important 
capacities,  including  those  of  city  attorney  and  postmaster,  which 
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latter  position  he  held  for  fourteen  years.  Since  i860  he  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Uni¬ 
tarian.  There  are  few  citizens  in  Livingston  county  more  widely 
and  favorably  known  than  Mr.  Marsh,  whose  enterprise  and  spirit 
of  initiative  carried  him  forward  into  important  professional  and 
business  relations  and  whose  stalwart  character  has  made  his  promin¬ 
ence  a  force  for  good. 


CHARLES  M.  POWELL. 

Charles  M.  Powell,  for  twenty-four  years  past  a  lumber  merchant 
in  Chula  and  well  known  as  a  representative  citizen  of  Livingston 
county,  was  born  in  Linn  county,  May  13,  1870.  He  is  a  son  of 
S.  M.  and  Emma  (Heaston)  Powell,  the  former  a  pioneer  in  Linn 
county,  who  came  to  that  section  at  an  early  date  from  Virginia. 
He  served  during  the  Civil  war  and  afterward  followed  fanning 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1891.  He  is  buried  in  the  Mount 
Olive  cemetery  in  Linn  county  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
resides  upon  the  homestead.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren  :  Charles  M.,  of  this  review ;  Zelma,  the  wife  of  E.  Chapman, 
a  merchant  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Lila,  the  deceased  wife  of 
Elmer  Parkhurst;  Ola,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman,  residing  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City;  Edgar,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Linn  county;  and 
Katie,  who  married  Ike  Larson,  manager  of  Mr.  Powell’s  farm. 

Charles  M.  Powell  acquired  his  early  education  in  Sullivan  county, 
completing  his  studies  at  Humphrey’s  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  Immediately  afterward  he  opened  a  lumberyard  in  Chula, 
which  was  the  first  enterprise  of  this  kind  in  the  community  and 
which  is  the  only  one  in  operation  today.  Mr.  Powell  erected  his 
business  building  upon  a  tract  of  land  which  was  at  that  time  a 
corn  field  but  which  is  now  in  the  center  of  the  business  district 
of  the  city.  He  has  been  very  successful,  for  he  understands  the 
lumber  business  in  principle  and  detail  and  has  met  with  the  reward 
of  well  applied  industry.  He  is  also  part  owner  of  a  hardware 
store  here  and  in  addition  to  his  interests  in  Chula  owns  a  lumber¬ 
yard  and  a  farm  implement  business  at  Laredo,  Missouri.  He  is 
recognized  by  his  associates  as  a  substantial  and  competent  business 
man,  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond  and  whose  record  has  been 
untarnished. 
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Mr.  Powell  married,  in  Chula,  November  12,  1893,  Miss  Rebecca 
Woods,  a  daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Wilmot  (Maupin)  Woods,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Grundy  county.  They  reside  at  Alpha, 
Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Chester  C.,  who  is  assisting  his  father;  and  Marian,  who 
is  attending  public  school. 

Mr.  Powell  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
having  gone  through  all  the  chairs  in  that  organization.  He  is  con¬ 
nected  also  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  A  man  of  upright  character  and  honorable  prin¬ 
ciples,  his  business  dealings  have  ever  conformed  to  the  highest 
standards  of  commercial  ethics  and  he  is  honored  and  respected  by 
all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


THOMAS  HUTCHISON. 

Thomas  Hutchison,  a  representative  agriculturist  of  Livingston 
county,  was  born  near  Bolton,  Ontario,  February  10,  1848,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  and  Nancy  (Irwin)  Hutchison.  The  father  was 
a  sailor  and  a  farmer  and  followed  these  occupations  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  died  in  1899,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1857, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  Bolton  cemetery. 

Thomas  Hutchison  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  community  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  laid  aside  his  books, 
securing  work  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  remained  in  Canada  for  some 
time  and  then  came  to  Missouri,  settling  near  Stewartsville,  where  he 
resumed  his  former  occupation  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  spent  some 
time  in  Jamesport,  and  there  rented  land,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  he  came  to  Livingston  county.  Here  he  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  upon  a  rented  farm  for  five  years  and  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  34,  Cream  Ridge  township.  He  later  sold  that 
tract  and  is  now  cultivating  forty-three  acres  on  section  19,  on  which 
he  has  made  a  number  of  improvements.  In  addition  he  has  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years  worked  as  a  well  digger  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  skilful  men  in  this  line  of  work  in  Livingston  county. 

On  April  8,  1875,  Mr.  Hutchison  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Permilia  Conover,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Conover, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Daviess  county. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchison  have  four  children :  Edwin,  who  resides 
near  Trenton;  Annie  C.,  who  is  the  widow  of  William  Allan  and 
who  is  engaged  in  teaching  school;  Margaret  E.,  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Mallet,  a  farmer  in  Chariton  county;  and  Jarvis  D.,  a  resident  of 
Jackson  township. 

Mr.  Hutchison  gives  a  general  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
but  often  votes  independently,  preferring  to  support  the  men  and 
measures  which  he  considers  best  fitted  to  promote  the  public  wel¬ 
fare.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  in  his  honorable 
and  upright  life  exemplifies  its  doctrines,  being  well  known  through¬ 
out  Livingston  county  as  a  man  of  high  moral  principles.  One  of 
the  strong  elements  in  his  success  is  his  ability  to  recognize  oppor¬ 
tunities.  He  has  utilized  his  advantages  in  the  best  possible  way 
and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  has  advanced  to  a  position  among  the 
more  successful  citizens  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  forty-four  years.  He  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he 
has  accomplished,  for  he  started  out  empty-handed,  but  he  possesses 
a  courageous  spirit  and  that  strong  determination  which  will  brook 
no  obstacles  that  cannot  be  overcome  by  earnest  and  indefatigable 
labor. 


MRS.  JENNIE  COLE. 

Nowadays  we  find  women  successful  in  many  lines  of  endeavor 
and  Mrs.  Jennie  Cole,  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  section  3,  Sampsell  township,  gives  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  woman,  when  called  upon,  readily  takes  her  place 
in  the  strife  of  the  world  and  is  often  as  successful  as  man,  if  not 
more  so,  in  managing  extensive  affairs.  Mrs.  Cole,  who  came  to 
Livingston  county  in  1870  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  when  a  young 
girl  of  four  years,  was  born  in  the  latter  city  in  1866  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Kate  (Donahue)  Cusick,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  the  father  dying  in  June,  1912,  and  the  mother  pre¬ 
ceding  him  many  years  in  death,  passing  away  in  1878.  Both  found 
their  last  resting  place  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Cole  received  her  education  in  the  public  school  in  Jackson 
township,  making  ready  use  of  the  advantages  that  were  offered  and 
laying  aside  her  books  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Many  years 
before  that  time,  however,  she  assisted  in  looking  after  the  parental 
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household  and  after  the  death  of  her  mother  a  great  deal  of  the 
responsibility  of  caring  for  the  family  fell  upon  her  shoulders. 

In  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  in  1889,  she  married  Wilson  Cole,  a  son 
of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Cole,  the  former  of  whom  passed 
away  in  1900,  while  the  latter  is  still  residing  in  Jackson  township 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  making  her  home  with  her  son  Willis, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  Cole.  After  twenty-two  years  of  a  happy 
domestic  life  Wilson  Cole  passed  away  on  May  14,  1911,  being  buried 
at  Mount  Pleasant  cemetery  in  Sampsell  township.  He  was  one  of 
the  foremost  agriculturists  in  this  section  and  a  man  well  liked  and 
highly  thought  of  in  Livingston  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  They  are 
Kate,  Alice,  Ellen,  Grace,  Harry,  Minnie  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Cole  is 
largely  responsible  for  many  of  the  important  improvements  that 
were  made  upon  the  property,  of  which  she  has  taken  entire  charge 
since  the  demise  of  her  husband.  A  handsome  residence  is  the 
family  home  and  such  other  equipment  as  is  to  be  found  on  the  farm 
bespeaks  the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  Mrs.  Cole  evenly  divides  her 
duties  between  bringing  up  her  large  family  and  looking  after 
her  farming  interests,  and  her  deep  conscientiousness  in  attending  to 
her  duties  secures  her  the  appreciation  and  good-will  of  all  those  who 
have  the  honor  to  know'  her.  A  woman  of  high  qualities  of  mind  and 
character,  she  stands  as  an  example  of  what  a  mother  should  be  to 
her  family  and  of  what  a  woman  can  do  if  she  is  called  upon  to 
exert  her  powers. 


L.  S.  TAYLOR. 

L.  S.  Taylor,  a  progressive  and  representative  farmer  of  Cream 
Ridge  township,  was  born  in  Maryland,  August  16,  1867,  a  son  of 
Samuel  C.  and  Mary  A.  (Day)  Taylor.  The  father  settled  in 
Livingston  county  in  1869  and  from  that  date  until  his  death  in 
December,  1895,  was  engaged  in  farming,  becoming  during  that  time 
a  widely  known  and  prominent  agriculturist.  He  was  a  man  of 
broad  education  and  winning  personality.  He  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  eyesight  eighteen  years  before  his  death.  He  was  survived 
by  his  wife  until  1899,  both  passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  They  are  buried  in  Ward  cemetery,  in  Cream  Ridge 
township. 
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L.  S.  Taylor  acquired  a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  district  but  before  he  had  advanced  very  far  in  his  studies 
his  father  was  stricken  with  blindness  and  the  boy  was  obliged  to 
assume  heavy  responsibilities.  He  aided  in  the  management  of  the 
homestead  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  purchased 
land  of  his  own  which  he  cultivated  for  some  time,  later  disposing  of 
the  property  to  engage  in  the  real-estate  business.  He  has  now  re¬ 
sumed  his  farming  operations  and  has  a  fine  property  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Cream  Ridge  township,  highly  improved  and 
developed.  He  follows  always  the  most  progressive  methods^  in 
the  conduct  of  the  farm  and  has  been  rewarded  by  abundant  harvests 
for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  the  fields. 

In  Cream  Ridge  township,  September  2,  1891.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Broyles,  a  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Rachel  (Siler)  Broyles,  the  former  an  early  settler  in  this 
part  of  Missouri.  He  makes  his  home  with  his  son-in-law,  his  wife 
having  passed  away  in  1900.  She  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Ernie,  a 
farmer  in  Cream  Ridge  township;  Leister,  who  is  residing  at  home; 
Emmett  and  Samuel,  who  are  attending  school;  and  Marie.  Mr. 
Taylor  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  desired  public  office,  preferring 
to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  affairs,  which  are  very 
capably  conducted,  so  that  he  is  justly  classed  with  the  prominent 
farmers  of  the  county. 


JOSEPH  B.  LEAVELL. 

After  a  long  and  useful  career  as  an  agriculturist  Joseph  B.  Leavell 
is  living  in  Chula,  enjoying  the  comforts  provided  by  many  years  of 
honest  and  zealous  labor  and  giving  some  attention  to  the  hardware 
firm  of  Wallace  &  Leavell,  in  which  he  owns  one  half  interest.  He 
was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Kentucky,  January  4,  1855,  and  is  a 
son  of  J.  H.  and  Lucinda  (Milner)  Leavell,  the  former  an  early 
settler  in  Livingston  county.  In  1856  he  purchased  a  farm  upon 
which  the  town  of  Chula  was  afterward  built  and  he  became  very 
prominent  and  widely  known  throughout  the  county.  He  died  about 
1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  and  was  survived  by  his 
wife  until  March  19,  1907.  Both  are  buried  in  the  May  cemetery. 

Joseph  B.  Leavell  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
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Maple  Grove  and  Chula,  attending  during  four  months  of  each  year 
and  spending  the  remainder  of  his  time  assisting  with  the  work  of 
his  father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  laid  aside  his  books 
but  still  continued  upon  the  homestead,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  and  his  brother, 
Samuel,  purchased  a  farm  and  cultivated  it  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Leavell  of  this  review  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres  on  section  16,  Cream  Ridge  township.  This  is  a  highly 
cultivated  farm  divided  by  substantial  fences  into  convenient  fields 
and  improved  with  a  modern  residence,  erected  by  Mr.  Leavell,  and 
barns  and  outbuildings,  and  is  equipped  with  all  modern  accessories. 
During  his  period  of  residence  there  Mr.  Leavell  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  was  also  extensively  interested  in  stock-raising,  keeping 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine.  On  February  i,  1913,  Mr.  Leavell 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  hardware  firm  of  Wallace  &  Leavell 
and  now  gives  some  of  his  time  and  and  attention  to  the  interests 
of  this  concern. 

Mr.  Leavell  married,  near  Meadville,  Linn  county,  on  December  2, 
1891,  Miss  Susan  Littrell,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Derinda  Littrell, 
the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Linn  county.  He  died  in  March, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  and  is  buried  in  the  Botts  graveyard. 
His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  upon  the  homestead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leavell  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  O.  B.,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Chula  schools  and  who  received  the  degree  of  B.  A.  from 
Jackson  University. 

Mr.  Leavell  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  his  religious 
views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Since  moving  into  Chula  he  has  erected  another  fine  home  here, 
where  he  resides  in  comfort,  honored  and  esteemed  for  his  pro¬ 
gressive  spirit  and  many  fine  qualities  of  character  which  have  won 
him  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community. 


J.  S.  HOPPER. 

J.  S.  Hopper,  a  well  known  and  representative  agriculturist  of 
Livingston  county,  was  born  in  Clarence,  Missouri,  September  10, 
1880,  a  son  of  S.  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Riley)  Hopper.  The  father 
came  to  Missouri  from  Illinois  and  is  owner  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  on  which  he  resides. 
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J.  S.  Hopper  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  later  attended  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School.  After  his  gradu¬ 
ation  he  taught  for  one  year  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  returned 
to  the  homestead  and  has  been  identified  with  farming  since  that  time. 
He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  fifty  acres  and  in  addition  manages  a  property 
comprising  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  The  land  lies  on  section  33, 
Cream  Ridge  township,  and  on  section  4,  Rich  Hill  township,  and 
is  improved  with  a  modern  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings.  Mr. 
Hopper  has  always  been  strictly  up-to-date  in  his  operations,  has 
made  use  of  modern  implements  and  scientific  methods,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  general  fanning  is  extensively  interested  in  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  cattle  and  swine.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Chula  and  actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Hopper  was  married  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  March  8,  1905, 
to  Miss  Addie  Price,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Catherine  Price,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Livingston  county.  He  died  in  1899,  at 
the  age  of  forty-four,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1904,  she 
having  passed  away  when  she  was  forty-two  years  of  age.  Both  are 
buried  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopper  have  three 
children,  Otho  J.,  Leo  and  Juanita.  Mr.  Hopper  is  affiliated  with  the 
progressive  party  in  politics  and  has  done  able  work  as  school  direc¬ 
tor.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known  agriculturists  of  Livingston  county, 
yet  his  prosperity  is  not  the  outcome  of  propitious  circumstances,  but 
is  the  reward  of  honest  labor,  good  management,  ambition  and 
energy. 


JO  DUSENBERRY. 

Jo  Dusenberry,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Lud¬ 
low,  has  been  so  closely  and  intimately  associated  with  various 
business  interests  in  Livingston  county  that  no  history  of  this 
portion  of  the  state  would  be  complete  without  a  record  of  his 
career.  He  has  constantly  followed  the  most  progressive  meth¬ 
ods  and  adhered  to  the  highest  business  standards,  all  of  his 
undertakings  having  been  characterized  by  a  practical  spirit  which 
has  produced  far-reaching  and  beneficial  results.  Mr.  Dusenberry 
was  born  in  Dawn,  July  27,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Emma 
(Essig)  Dusenberry,  the  former  a  well  known  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon  in  Richmond  and  Lexington  Junction,  where  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He  is  buried  in  Coller 
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cemetery.  He  was. survived  by  his  wife  until  1888.  The  father  was 
of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  origin,  while  the  mother  came  from  German 
parentage. 

Jo  Dusenberry  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Braymer,  leaving  high  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  order  to 
enter  the  Chillicothe  Normal  School,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years.  He  fitted  himself  for  teaching  and  followed  that  profession 
in  the  public  schools  of  Livingston  county  for  eight  years,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  business  interests,  accepting  the 
position  of  manager  of  a  lumberyard  at  Humphreys.  After  two 
years  able  work  in  that  capacity  he  bought  an  interest  in  the 
Farmers  National  Bank  and  was  appointed  assistant  cashier,  an 
office  which  he  held  until  1905,  when  he  was  promoted  to  that  of 
cashiei ,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  serving  efficiently  and  con¬ 
scientiously,  being  also  a  director  in  the  institution.  His  judg¬ 
ment  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  standard  authority  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  banking  and  finance,  for  his  progressiveness  is  tempered 
by  a  safe  consei  vatism  and  based  upon  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  conditions  which  govern  all  phases  of  modern  business  life. 

In  Humphreys,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1903,  Mr.  Dusenberry  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mabel  Stringer,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
D.  K.  and  Anna  (Russell)  Stringer,  the  former  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Humphreys.  He  is  now  practicing  at  Gault,  this  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dusenberry  have  a  son,  Victor  Lee. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dusenberry  was  until  1912  affiliated  with  the 
1  epublican  party  but  in  the  latter  year  he  joined  the  progressive 
movement,  of  which  he  is  a  stanch  and  earnest  supporter.  He  is 
well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding  membership  in  the  blue 
lodge  in  Masonry  and  serving  as  junior  warden.  He  belongs  also 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  past  grand  in 
that  organization,  and  in  addition  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  at  Braymer.  His  career  furnishes  many  examples  of  the 
power  of  industry  and  perseverance  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
successful  career,  for  all  that  he  has  he  has  acquired  by  his  own 
industry  and  well  directed  efforts.  After  he  had  mastered  such 
learning  as  his  parents  could  afford  to  give  him  he  worked  upon  a 
farm  for  ten  dollars  a  month  and  out  of  this  salary  saved  enough 
to  pursue  his  further  studies.  A  man  of  indomitable  energy,  strict 
integrity  and  liberal  views,  he  has  been  to  a  great  extent  identified 
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with  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  city  in  which  he  lives.  His 
life  is  exemplary  in  all  respects  and  he  has  the  esteem  of  his  friends 
and  the  entire  confidence  of  those  who  have  business  relations  with 
him. 


JAMES  T.  ENGLAND. 

James  T.  England,  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  first-class  grocery 
and  meat  market  in  Chillicothe,  is  numbered  among  the  well  known 
and  prominent  merchants  of  the  city,  the  wise  management  and 
capable  control  of  his  interests  winning  him  a  most  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess.  Missouri  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  for  he  was  born 
in  Grundy  county,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1861,  his  parents  being 
Socrates  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  England,  both  natives  of  Kentucky. 
They  took  up  their  residence  in  Missouri  in  the  year  1858  and  there 
the  father  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  a  number  of  years, 
finally  locating  in  Chillicothe  in  1865.  There  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  buisiness  and  continued  active  until  his  retirement  in  1907. 
In  this  family  were  eight  children:  Lulu  and  John,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Sarah,  who  lives  at  home;  James  T.,  of  this  review;  Albert, 
who  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Chillicothe ;  Lillie,  who  became  the 
wife  of  C.  E.  Walton,  of  this  city;  Mont  L.,  a  jeweler  of  Chillicothe; 
and  Della,  who  has  passed  away. 

James  T.  England  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chillicothe  and  for  some  time  attended  high  school.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  local 
dry-goods  store  and  held  this  until  1891,  laying  the  foundation  for 
his  future  success  in  hard  labor,  intelligent  study  of  methods  and 
conditions  and  earnest  endeavor.  In  1898  he  opened  a  grocery  and 
meat  market  near  the  railroad  station  and  has  recently  established 
another  meat  market  on  the  square.  He  keeps  his  stock  always 
fresh  and  of  a  high  quality  and  the  equipment  of  both  stores  is  full 
and  complete,  his  establishment  being  profitable  and  well  patronized 
as  the  result. 

In  June,  1887,  Mr.  England  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matilda  Wittich,  and  to  their  union  were  bom  three  children.  Walter, 
a  registered  pharmacist  in  Chillicothe;  Marvin,  who  is  in  business 
with  his  father;  and  Fenelle,  who  is  attending  Missouri  University. 
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Mr.  England  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  in  all  matters  of  citizenship,  being  a  force  in  local  politics. 
He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Laredo,  Missouri,  and  served  also  as  post¬ 
master  at  Laredo,  under  appointment  of  President  Cleveland.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Chillicothe  city  council  for  four  terms, 
being  now  councilman  at  large.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  religious 
views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  realizes  the  fact  that  success  in  business  comes  as  a  logical  result 
of  well  directed  effort  and  intelligently  applied  labor  and  his  dili¬ 
gence,  integrity  and  executive  force  have  brought  him  to  the  credit¬ 
able  place  he  now  occupies  in  business  circles. 


M.  W.  MILLER. 

M.  W .  Miller,  who  is  living  in  retirement  after  having  spent 
upwards  of  forty-three  years  as  a  resident  of  Livingston  county,  was 
bom  seven  miles  south  of  Canton,  Ohio,  December  26,  1835.  He 
is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  Miller,  the  former  a  weaver  by 
trade,  who  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two.  He  is  buried  in  Stark  county,  near  Sparta,  while  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1870,  rests  in  a  graveyard  near  Mogadore,  Ohio. 
The  family  is  of  old  German  origin  but  its  representatives  have  been 
in  America  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

M.  W.  Miller  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  Mount  Union  College  near 
Alliance.  He  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  after¬ 
ward  taught  for  many  years  in  the  village  and  country  schools, 
becoming  well  known  as  a  force  in  educational  circles  in  his  dis¬ 
trict.  He  came  to  Missouri  in  1870  and  worked  as  a  clerk  in  Alpha, 
after  which  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  conducting  a  mer¬ 
cantile  enterprise  for  two  years.  After  he  came  to  Chula  he  built  a 
store  and  was  successful  for  some  time  as  a  general  merchant,  trading 
his  enterprise  after  three  years  for  a  farm  in  Livingston  county, 
which  he  developed  and  improved  successfully.  This  he  also  sold 
after  five  years  and  again  moved  into  'Chula,  accepting  the  positions 
of  cashier  and  bookkeeper  for  the  Exchange  Bank.  After  four  years 
he  sold  out  his  interests  in  that  institution  and  assisted  in  organizing 
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the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank,  of  which  he  became  bookkeeper 
and  assistant  cashier,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  his  retirement  in 
1906.  His  work  during  the  period  of  his  activity  was  of  that  pro¬ 
gressive  and  constructive  kind  which  affects  general  business  interests 
and  it  had  an  important  influence  upon  the  development  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Miller’s  industry  and  close  application  have  been 
rewarded  by  a  substantial  competence,  which  enables  him  to  spend  his 
later  life  in  rest  and  comfort. 

Near  Sandy ville,  Ohio,  on  April  3,  1862,  Mr.  Miller  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Swank,  a  daughter  of  Phillip  and 
Catherine  Swank,  who  came  to  Livingston  county  in  1866.  Both 
have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Edgewood  cemetery.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  had  six  children:  Clement  S.,  a  barber  at  Sprague, 
Washington;  Olive  C.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Taylor  Fossett,  of 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Elsie  L.,  who  married  D.  A.  Smith,  of  South 
Omaha;  Nettie  R.,  who  married  Joseph  Johnston,  of  Shafter,  Mis¬ 
souri;  Burt  M.,  a  barber  in  Kansas  City;  and  Charles  P.,  who  died 
in  infancy  and  is  buried  in  Sandyville. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  is  one  of 
its  trustees.  Politically  he  is  affiliated  with  the  republican  party  and 
has  served  as  assessor  in  Ohio  and  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  He  also 
was  employed  for  three  years  in  the  county  clerk’s  office  at  Chilli¬ 
cothe,  doing  effective  work  under  William  H.  Gaunt.  He  is  an 
honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  that  conflict  as 
a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second  Ohio  Regiment, 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  his  life  is  loyal,  progressive  and  straight¬ 
forward,  his  worth  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen  being  widely 
acknowledged. 


JAMES  H.  KIRK. 

At  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three  years  James  H.  Kirk  lives 
in  well  earned  retirement  on  his  well  cultivated  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  Sampsell  township,  which  he  still  owns, 
although  he  leaves  its  management  and  operation  largely  to  others. 
Coming  to  Livingston  county  in  1843,  he  is  entitled  to  be  called 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  section,  finding  when  he  came  here 
from  Virginia  but  primitive  conditions  such  as  usually  prevail  in 
frontier  districts.  He  was  born  in  1829  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
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and  Ruth  (Howe)  Kirk,  the  former  of  whom  participated  in  the 
War  of  1812,  holding  the  commission  of  major  and  distinguishing 
himself  in  that  sanguine  conflict  by  gallantry  and  bravery.  Both 
parents  are  dead,  the  father  passing  away  in  1866,  finding  his  last 
resting  place  in  California,  and  the  mother  dying  about  the  same 
time. 

James  H.  Kirk  received  his  education  largely  in  Springhill, 
Livingston  county,  where  he  had  come  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  attended  school  until  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  birthday, 
after  which  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  labors  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Energetic,  industrious  and  paying 
close  attention  to  the  smallest  detail,  Mr.  Kirk  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  for  many  years  and  attained  thereby  to  prosperity.  His 
property  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  the  residence  and  build¬ 
ings  thereon  bespeak  the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  At  present,  how¬ 
ever,  he  rents  out  his  farm  and  in  well  earned  rest  enjoys  the  fruit 
of  his  labors. 

In  1856,  in  Livingston  county,  Mr.  Kirk  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Margaret  Wood,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Christine  (Mc- 
Haney)  Wood,  both  highly  estimable  people  who  have  long  passed 
away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Thomas,  an  agriculturist  of  New  Mexico;  Nannie  M., 
the  wife  of  Charles  Kirk,  also  of  that  state;  Blanche,  who  married 
A.  Best,  a  farmer  of  California;  Marvin  and  Ollie,  at  home;  Charles 
W.,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Colorado;  and  Jennie, 
deceased,  the  former  wife  of  Robert  Hale. 

His  political  allegiance  Mr.  Kirk  gives  to  the  democratic  party, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  a  stanch  supporter,  giving  his  vote  in 
support  of  its  measures  and  candidates.  His  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and,  being  a  member  of  the  local  organi¬ 
zation,  he  readily  gives  his  material  and  moral  support  to  its  work. 
A  resident  of  Livingston  county  for  seven  decades,  Mr.  Kirk  enjoys 
the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him,  and  nearly  all  know  him. 
Not  only  has  he  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes  that  have 
occurred  here  but  he  has  been  an  active  and  helpful  factor  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  high  state  of  advancement  that  now  prevails  in  this 
section.  Nature  has  been  kind  to  him,  for  he  has  never  abused  her 
laws.  One  usually  thinks  of  old  age  as  a  period  of  mental  and 
physical  relax,  but  there  is  an  old  age  which  grows  stronger  and 
brighter  mentally  and  morally  and  gives  out  of  its  rich  store  of 
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wisdom  and  experience  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Such  has  been  the 
life  of  James  H.  Kirk,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  venerated 
but  also  one  of  the  most  honored  citizens  of  Sampsell  township, 
Livingston  county. 


F.  C.  VESERAT,  Sr. 

F.  C.  Veserat,  Sr.,  prominently  connected  with  business  interests 
of  Chula  as  a  partner  in  the  C.  M.  Powell  Hardware  Company,  was 
born  in  Paris,  Ohio,  January  2,  1859,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Martha 
(Coder)  Veserat.  The  family  is  of  French  origin  and  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  France,  coming  to  this  country  in  1834. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  followed  this  occupation  during 
his  active  life,  first  at  Paris,  Ohio,  and  later  in  Chillicothe,  Missouri, 
whither  he  had  removed  in  1873.  He  there  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  J.  Cribbs,  their  shop  being  upon  the  premises  now  occupied 
by  the  Chillicothe  Iron  Company.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  in 
1902,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  having  survived  his  wife  since  1896, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  May  cemetery,  in  Cream  Ridge  township. 

F.  C.  Veserat,  Sr.,  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  Canton 
public  schools  and  completed  his  studies  in  Chillicothe.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  was  employed  with  the  minor  duties  of  the  farm  and 
in  1874  came  with  his  parents  to  a  farm  in  Cream  Ridge  township. 
Mr.  Veserat  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  near  Cottonwood  Grove  and 
divided  his  time  between  his  duties  in  the  shop  and  the  work  on 
the  farm.  When  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  gave  up  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  centered  his  attention  upon  his  business  enter¬ 
prise,  remaining  in  Cottonwood  Grove  until  the  spring  of  1886.  He 
then  moved  to  Sturgis,  built  a  home  and  established  a  blacksmith 
shop  which  he  conducted  successfully  until  1894,  when  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Chula,  in  order  to  give  his  children  the  advantage  of 
the  educational  facilities  of  the  city.  He  worked  at  blacksmithing 
and  dealt  in  pumps  and  windmills,  carrying  on  both  branches  of  his 
work  until  1900,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  H.  Bowen, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  two  }^ears.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
period  Mr.  Veserat  sold  his  interests  and  became  a  partner  in  the 
C.  M.  Powell  Hardware  Company,  with  which  he  is  now  connected. 
The  firm  handles  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  tinware  and  all  kinds  of 
wagon  material  and  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage  as  a 
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result  of  honorable  and  straightforward  business  methods.  The 
steps  in  Mr.  Veserat’s  progress  are  easily  discernible  and  it  is  clearly 
seen  that  his  own  worth  and  enterprise  have  constituted  the  basis 
of  his  success. 

Mr.  Veserat  married  in  Rich  Hill  township,  March  29,  1885, 
Miss  Ellen  Rickett,  a  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Selpha  Rickett,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Livingston  county  who  passed  away  in 
1897  and  is  buried  in  the  Rickett  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veserat 
have  three  children :  Leona,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Ewing,  foreman 
of  the  Iola  Portland  Cement  plant  at  Iola,  Kansas;  Ruby,  who  is 
assisting  his  father;  and  Bergie,  who  married  Herbert  Fanning,  of 
Chillicothe. 

Mr.  Veserat  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  fraternally 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having 
passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  that  organization.  His  enterprise  and 
industry  have  carried  him  forward  into  important  business  relations 
and  he  has  won  for  himself  a  most  creditable  reputation  by  his  hon¬ 
orable  and  straightforward  dealings. 


DAVID  BRADFORD. 

David  Bradford,  deceased,  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  Rich  Hill  township  and  by  his  own  energy 
and  efforts  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in  his  undertakings 
and  at  his  death  left  a  model  farm  as  a  visible  evidence  of  the  value 
of  his  work  and  activities.  He  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  January  14,  1836,  and  was  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Die) 
Bradford,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  state,  who  came  to  Missouri 
about  the  year  1848.  They  located  near  Chillicothe,  where  the  father 
purchased  five  hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  improved  and  operated 
until  his  death. 

David  Bradford  began  his  independent  agricultural  career  in  1861, 
at  which  time  he  married  and  moved  upon  his  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  which  he  developed  and  improved  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  this  property  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Rich  Hill  township,  to  which  he  later  added  forty-two 
acres.  Upon  this  tract  of  land  he  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  until  his  death,  devoting  practically  all  of  his  time  and 
energies  to  the  development  of  the  place.  The  property  is  lacking  in 
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none  of  the  improvements  and  accessories  of  a  model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century  and  shows  everywhere  the  result  of  Mr.  Bradford’s 
long  years  of  careful  supervision. 

In  January,  1861,  Mr.  Bradford  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  H.  and  Ellen  (Holmes)  Smith, 
the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  They 
afterward  moved  to  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  but  in  1848  went  to 
California  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  returned  to  Livingston 
county,  where  he  passed  away.  The  mother  is  also  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bradford  became  the  parents  of  ten  children.  Laura  Ellen, 
the  eldest,  has  passed  away.  Charles  Orestes  is  at  home.  James  E.  is 
a  resident  of  Ventura,  California.  William  T.  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Kent,  of  Berlin,  Oklahoma.  Alice 
married  Arthur  Avery,  of  Chillicothe.  Blanche  P.  has  passed  away. 
Allan  Wright  married  Jessie  Nowlin,  by  whom  he  has  three  children: 
Charles  T.,  born  April  28,  1905;  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  January  20, 
1907;  and  Laura  M.,  born  August  30,  1909.  David  Earl  died  in 
infancy.  Blanche  E.,  the  youngest  child  in  this  family  is  the  wife  of 
N.  A.  Gladieux,  of  Chillicothe. 

Mr.  Bradford  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  was 
active  and  public-spirited  in  local  affairs  and  held  many  responsible 
township  offices.  His  upright  and  honorable  life  won  him  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  his  death  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 


O.  B.  McCOY. 

The  energy,  progressive  spirit  and  organizing  power  which  O.  B. 
McCoy  has  displayed  in  the  building  up  and  development  of  the  Chula 
Telephone  Exchange  have  gained  wide  recognition  in  business  circles 
and  have  brought  him  a  degree  of  success  which  places  him  in  the  front 
ranks  of  the  substantial  and  representative  men  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Calhoun  county,  West  Virginia,  February  28,  1872, 
and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Celia  (Pribell)  McCoy,  the  former  of 
whom  is  now  residing  retired  in  Chula  after  many  years’  identification 
with  farming  interests.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war  and  is  a  man  faithful  to  every  trust  and  obligation  of  life. 
In  his  family  were  the  following  children:  O.  B.,  of  this  review; 
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Amanda,  the  wife  of  N.  J.  Cadell,  of  Iola,  Kansas;  Eugene,  a  resident 
of  Chula;  and  Alfred,  who  makes  his  home  in  Medicine  township. 

O.  B.  McCoy  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Jack- 
son  township,  this  county,  and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen,  after  which  he  worked  on  different  farms  for  about  five  years. 
Later  he  rented  land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  suc¬ 
cessfully.  When  he  abandoned  this  line  of  occupation  he  turned  his 
attention  to  business,  buying  a  small  telephone  exchange  which  was 
hardly  more  than  the  beginning  of  a  business.  Mr.  McCoy’s  excellent 
executive  ability  was  called  forth  and  he  bent  all  of  his  energies  to  the 
development  of  the  concern,  organizing,  building  up  and  and  systema¬ 
tizing  and  making  it  finally  a  well  managed  and  profitable  enterprise. 
He  has  now  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  subscribers  and  the  number 
is  constantly  increasing,  for  Mr.  McCoy  makes  it  his  aim  to  provide 
efficient  and  rapid  service. 

In  Springhill,  Jackson  township,  February  28,  1892,  Mr.  McCoy 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Herring,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Herring,  old  settlers  in  Jackson  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCoy  have  four  children  :  Annie  M.,  who  is  a  telephone  operator 
in  her  father’s  office;  and  Lulu,  Ova  and  Mamie,  all  of  whom  are 
attending  school.  Mr.  McCoy  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive 
party  and  has  been  for  the  past  three  years  a  member  of  the  village 
board.  He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding  membership  in 
the  blue  lodge  of  masonry,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  very  prominent 
and  widely  known  in  Chula,  for  throughout  a  long  period  he  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  its  business  life,  and  the  prosperity  which  he 
today  enjoys  is  well  deserved. 


B.  C.  LIGHTNER. 

B.  C.  Lightner,  a  progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturist,  as  well 
as  an  extensive  stock-raiser  and  feeder,  owns  several  fine  farms,  one 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  acres  in  Livingston  county  and  another  of  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Linn  county.  He  was  born  and  reared  upon  a  farm  and  has 
never  engaged  in  any  other  pursuit,  his  success  justifying  his  choice  of 
a  life  work  and  placing  him  today  among  the  active  factors  in  the  agri- 
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cultural  development  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Linn 
county,  October  12,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Chap  and  Nancy  (Yates) 
Lightner,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia.  •  The  father’s  history  is 
interesting  and  furnishes  many  excellent  examples  of  the  power  of 
industry  and  determined  resolution  in  the  accomplishment  of  success. 
He  came  as  a  pioneer  to  Linn  county  in  i860  entirely  penniless  and 
upon  his  death  left  thirty-three  hundred  fertile  acres  to  be  divided 
among  his  children.  The  early  period  of  his  residence  here  was  filled 
with  hardships  and  poverty,  for  he  was  obliged  to  accept  any  work  that 
would  bring  him  an  income  and  often  split  rails  at  twenty-five  cents  a 
hundred  and  walked  five  miles  to  do  it.  His  average  income  at  this 
time  was  sixty-two  cents  a  day,  but  nevertheless  it  was  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  this  work  that  he  purchased  his  first  forty  acres  of  land. 
With  this  as  a  beginning  he  gradually  prospered,  adding  to  his  hold¬ 
ings  from  time  to  time,  following  progressive  agricultural  methods  and 
above  all  managing  his  business  affairs  with  the  shrewdness,  fore¬ 
sight  and  keen  discrimination  of  a  true  financier.  It  is  told  of  him 
that  in  the  early  days  of  his  poverty  he  tried  to  buy  an  ox  on  credit 
and  was  refused  by  a  man  who  afterward  attempted  to  borrow  money 
of  Mr.  Lightner  in  the  days  of  his  prosperity.  He  died  in  1896,  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  Livingston  county,  and  his  death  was  a  great 
loss  to  the  section  in  the  ranks  of  her  progressive  and  successful  men. 
He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war  and  a  man  upright,  honorable 
and  loyal  in  all  the  relations  of  his  life.  He  had  survived  his  wife 
since  1882,  her  death  having  occurred  when  she  was  fifty-six  years  of 
age.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Wallace  cemetery. 

B.  C.  Lightner  attended  district  school  in  Linn  county,  but  laid 
aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with 
the  work  of  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  his  inde¬ 
pendent  agricultural  career,  farming  on  one  his  father’s  properties  and 
continuing  to  develop  it  until  after  his  father’s  death.  Under  the  will 
he  inherited  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  he  has  added  to  his  hold¬ 
ings  by  the  purchase  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  located  in 
Livingston  and  Linn  counties.  Part  of  the  property  he  is  farming 
himself  and  the  remainder  is  rented  out.  Mr.  Lightner  is  a  practical 
and  able  agriculturist,  a  firm  believer  in  modern  methods  and  in  mod¬ 
ern  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields,  and  his  well  directed 
efforts  have  been  rewarded  by  abundant  success.  He  is  is  an  extensive 
stock-raiser,  feeding  six  hundred  swine,  one  hundred  mules  and  large 
herds  of  cattle. 
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Mr.  Lightner  married,  in  Medicine  township,  January  8,  1890,  Miss 
Media  Owens,  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Sarah  (Kennedy)  Owens,  the 
former  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Livingston  county.  He  and  his  wife 
reside  in  Chula.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lightner  have  one  daughter,  Flo,  who 
is  the  wife  of  John  West,  Jr.,  a  prominent  farmer  in  Sullivan  county. 
Mr.  Lightner  owns  an  attractive  residence  and  is  a  director  in  the 
Exchange  Bank  of  Chula.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
democratic  party.  He  has  ably  carried  forward  the  work  of  develop¬ 
ment  which  his  father  began  and  by  his  own  labor,  enterprise  and  good 
management  has  become  the  owner  of  a  valuable  property  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  for  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character  and  his 
business  progressiveness. 


LAWRENCE  A.  MARTIN. 

Among  the  prominent  and  representative  members  of  the  Chillicothe 
bar  Lawrence  A.  Martin  holds  an  important  place,  for  he  has  been 
practicing  here  since  1892  and  has  made  continuous  advancement  in 
his  profession  since  that  time.  He  was  bom  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  14th,  of  January,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Lawrence  and  Bridget 
(Pendergast)  Martin,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in 
1847,  during  the  famine  year  in  their  native  country.  In  1869  they 
located  in  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  and  here  the  father  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  September  5,  1899.  He 
had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1872.  To  their  union 
were  born :  Johanna,  the  widow  of  W.  J.  Eakin,  acting  as  postmaster 
of  Sturges;  John  J.,  city  tax  collector  for  Chillicothe;  Robert  S.,  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace  at  Sturges;  Lawrence  A.,  of  this  review;  Mathew  F., 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Delia  B.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Seidle;  and 
Richard,  Paul,  Peter,  Maurice  and  Bridget,  all  of  whom  have  passed 
away. 

Lawrence  A.  Martin  acquired  a  public-school  education  and  sup¬ 
plemented  this  by  a  two  years’  course  in  the  University  of  Missouri. 
Having  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  profession,  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  Chillicothe  and  began 
his  reading.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892  and  in  the  same 
year  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  this  city, 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  In  the  twenty  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  that  time  he  has  made  steady  progress  and  has  secured  a  large 
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and  representative  clientage.  He  is  using  as  the  foundation  of  his 
success  careful  preparation  of  his  cases,  clear  analysis  and  logical  reas¬ 
oning  before  the  courts,  and  he  has  won  for  himself  a  creditable  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  Livingston  county  bar. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1894,  Mr.  Martin  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Kate  Kennedy,  a  daughter  of  William  Kennedy,  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  they  had  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Augusta  also  passed  away  in  childhood  and  the  other  child  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Agnes.  Mr.  Martin  has  extensive  fraternal  relations,  being  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Knights  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he 
has  been  called  to  public  service  as  county  school  commissioner,  city 
attorney  and  prosecuting  attorney,  showing  himself  in  all  public  rela¬ 
tions  a  conscientious,  reliable  and  forceful  official. 


MRS.  ELIZABETH  BOUCHER. 

That  it  is  not  only  given  to  men  to  successfully  manage  extensive 
affairs  is  evident  in  the  success  which  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boucher  has 
attained  in  conducting  the  various  departments  of  a  valuable  farming 
establishment  comprising  four  hundred  acres  located  on  section  16, 
Sampsell  township,  Livingston  county.  She  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
county,  having  been  born  at  Springhill,  Missouri,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Levi  F.  and  Catherine  (Crist)  Goben,  the  former  one  of  the  pioneers 
who  penetrated  the  wilderness  to  locate  here  at  a  time  when  the  In¬ 
dians  still  roamed  about  freely  and  game  was  plentiful.  Incessant 
labor  and  frugal  thrift  led  him  to  prosperity  and  when  he  died  in  1901 
he  was  considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  parts.  His  wife 
preceded  him  in  death  in  1893  and  both  found  their  last  resting  place 
in  the  Springhill  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Boucher  acquired  her  education  in  the  schools  of  Springhill, 
abandoning  her  lessons  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  1866  she  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Springhill,  to  Andrew  J.  Boucher,  a  son  of 
Elisha  and  Sarah  (English)  Boucher,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away. 
Andrew  J.  Boucher,  the  late  husband  of  our  subject,  was  a  man  well 
liked  by  his  fellows,  a  man  of  substantial  qualities  and  one  beloved 
for  his  generosity  and  kindliness.  He  served  in  the  army  for  some 
time  and  for  meritorious  service  was  promoted  from  sergeant  to  the 
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rank  of  first  lieutenant.  Mr.  Boucher  passed  away  in  1903,  deeply 
mourned  by  his  faithful  wife  and  a  large  family.  Of  their  ten  chil¬ 
dren  the  following  are  living:  Charles,  assisting  his  mother  in  the 
development  of  the  farm;  Irene,  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Yeisley,  a 
farmer  of  Washington;  Bertie,  a  music  teacher  resding  in  California; 
Loretta  E.,  who  married  William  T.  Morris,  an  agriculturist  of  Can¬ 
ada;  Jackson  A.,  a  school  teacher  of  Kirksville,  Missouri;  Vernon  A., 
who  practices  dentistry  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  and  Earl,  attending 
school  at  Kirksville,  this  state.  Those  who  have  passed  away  are : 
John  E.,  who  was  married  to  Miss  Allie  Stanton,  on  November  23, 
1898,  and  died  July  4,  1911,  being  buried  at  Pleasant  Ridge;  Inez 
(Boucher)  Grier,  who  was  married  to  George  S.  Grier  on  September 
11,  1904,  and  passed  away  March  5,  1905;  and  Myrtle,  who  died  in 
infancy  in  1884.  A  woman  of  many  lovable  qualities  of  heart  and 
mind,  also  a  woman  of  much  strength  of  character,  Mrs.  Boucher  has 
succeeded  in  rearing  a  family  all  of  whom  turned  out  to  be  useful 
members  of  society,  bringing  renewed  honor  to  the  family  name. 
Successful  in  the  management  of  her  extensive  farming  interests, 
she  has  demonstrated  an  ability  which  is  far  above  the  average  and 
which  entitles  her  to  high  encomiums. 


COLONEL  FREDERICK  MARSH,  U.  S.  A. 

On  a  farm  owned  by  his  parents,  near  the  historic  village  of  Sac- 
ket  Harbor,  New  York,  in  the  month  of  January,  1853,  Frederick 
Marsh,  now  a  colonel  in  the  United  States  army,  was  born.  His  par¬ 
ents,  James  and  Sarah  (Membery)  Marsh,  were  natives  of  Devon¬ 
shire,  England,  and  soon  after  their  marriage  in  1832  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  Mrs.  Marsh’s  father,  Amos  Membery,  a  man  of 
considerable  means  and  noted  as  a  mathematician,  and  with  him  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  in  the  new  world.  In  his  early  manhood  Amos  Mem¬ 
bery  had  been  a  sea  captain.  He  owned  extensive  lands  in  Devon¬ 
shire  which  he  sold  and  left  that  beautiful  country  for  the  sake  of  his 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters  to  each  of  whom  he  gave  a 
good  farm  in  America,  free  from  all  debt.  To  his  son  James  he  gave 
three  hundred  acres  near  Bath,  Canada;  to  his  son  Giles  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  adjoining  Adolphustown,  in  the  Dominion;  while 
to  the  rest  of  his  children  he  presented  farms  in  Jefferson  county,  New 
York. 
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Frederick  Marsh  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  and  his  early  life 
was  much  the  same  as  that  of  other  farm  boys.  He  had,  however, 
a  decided  taste  for  reading,  his  interest  running  to  such  books  as 
Homer’s  Poems,  Plutarch’s  Lives,  and  works  of  history.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Sacket  Harbor  and  later  the  mathe¬ 
matical  school  conducted  by  Professor  Otis  at  Adams  Center.  This 
he  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Adams,  New 
York,  where  in  addition  to  proficiency  in  mathematics  he  acquired  a 
fair  knowledge  of  Latin.  To  this  in  after  years  he  added  more  than 
a  reading  acquaintance  with  the  French,  Spanish  and  German  lan¬ 
guages  and  became  a  widely  read,  cultured  and  well  informed  man. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  had  mastered  Davies  Bourdon’s  Algebra  and 
could  demonstrate  on  the  blackboard  the  problems  of  Davies’  Legen¬ 
dre  in  geometry.  Having  an  ambition  to  become  a  journalist,  he 
came  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  and  obtained 
work  on  the  Chillicothe  Tribune,  then  owned  by  his  brother,  E.  J. 
Marsh,  and  John  De  Sha.  Here  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  details  of  the  printer’s  trade  and  advanced  in  it  until  he  was  made 
foreman  of  the  office.  In  the  summer  of  1873,  however,  he  won  the 
appointment  to  West  Point  in  competitive  examination  and  was 
graduated  from  the  military  academy  in  1877.  He  was  commis¬ 
sioned  to  duty  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  Second  Artillery,  then  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  thus  began  a  long  and  honorable 
military  career.  He  was  later  a  student  at  the  Artillery  School  at 
Fortress  Monroe  and  after  his  graduation  in  1886  was  ordered  to 
West  Point  as  instructor  in  natural  and  experimental  philosophy,  in 
which  position  he  served  until  1888,  when  he  became  a  member  of 
the  board  to  select  the  site  for  fortifications  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
record  of  his  military  career  is  a  story  of  continued  progress  and 
advancement  and  close  identification  with  responsible  and  important 
affairs.  He  was  made  first  lieutenant  in  1884,  captain  in  1898  and  in 
I9°3  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major.  He  was  next  promoted  to 
that  of  lieutenant  colonel  and  in  1910  was  made  colonel,  a  rank  which 
he  now  holds.  While  he  was  in  command  of  the  fort  at  St.  Augus¬ 
tine,  Florida,  he  was  ordered  in  1899  to  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
spent  two  years  helping  to  suppress  the  rebellion  there.  At  the  close 
of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  command  at  Fort  Dupont,  Delaware, 
and  was  later  in  command  of  Fort  Strong  on  the  Boston  harbor.  In 
1910  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  all  the  fortifications  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  was  later  put  in  command  of  Fort  Totten,  New 
York  harbor,  where  he  served  until  he  was  promoted  to  the  position 
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of  coast  defence  officer  of  the  Pacific  coast,  when  his  headquarters 
became  the  Western  Division,  San  Francisco,  California.  His  duties 
consist  of  inspecting  thoroughly  all  of  the  forts  along  the  Pacific, 
from  southern  California  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state  of 
Washington  and  also  those  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  the  salary  of  a  colonel  in  the 
United  States  army  is  five  thousand  dollars  per  year,  that  of  brigadier 
general  six  thousand  dollars,  and  all  officers  are  retired  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  on  three-fourths  pay. 

In  1892  Colonel  Marsh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline 
Roberts,  the  daughter  of  a  prominent  merchant  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  they  have  one  son,  Walter,  who  is  now  in  his  eighteenth 
year.  The  old  home  of  this  branch  of  the  Roberts  family  is  at  Man¬ 
chester,  Vermont,  and  the  line  has  furnished  soldiers  to  every 
American  war  from  the  Revolution  to  the  Spanish-American  conflict, 
several  of  the  members  serving  as  general  officers.  Colonel  Marsh’s 
military  service  has  been  long,  his  loyalty  incorruptible  and  his  work 
important,  influential  and  lasting.  Throughout  the  entire  course  of 
his  life  he  has  adhered  steadily  to  the  highest  principles  of  honorable 
and  upright  manhood,  proving  himself  a  courteous  and  worthy  gentle¬ 
man  as  well  as  a  valorous  and  loyal  soldier. 


CHARLES  E.  BOWE. 

Charles  E.  Bowe,  an  extensive  stock-raiser  and  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  farm  land  in  Cream  Ridge  township, 
was  born  in  Denison,  Texas,  December  1,  1872.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Lizzie  (Cox)  Bowe,  the  former  a  farmer  who  passed  away  in 
1873  and  is  buried  in  Pottsboro,  that  state.  His  wife  survived  him 
four  years,  dying  in  1877,  and  she  is  laid  to  rest  beside  her  hus¬ 
band.  In  their  family  were  three  children,  William  Henry,  Charles 
E.,  and  Mrs.  Meta  Purdue. 

Charles  E.  Bowe  attended  public  school  in  Texas,  but  came  to 
this  section  of  Livingston  county  in  1885.  He  and  his  brother,  left 
orphans  at  an  early  age,  were  obliged  to  earn  their  own  livelihood  by 
herding  cattle  and  consequently  their  education  was  but  meager. 
They  inherited  a  farm  and  operated  it  together  for  some  time,  Mr. 
Bowe  of  this  review  finally  selling  out  his  interest  and  purchasing  his 
present  tract.  He  has  made  extensive  improvements  upon  the  place 
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and  in  addition  to  general  farming  engages  in  cattle  raising,  in  which 
he  has  proven  very  successful. 

At  Chillicothe,  February  25,  1893,  Mr.  Bowe  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  Jacobs,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  Jacobs, 
the  former  a  pioneer  in  Livingston  county.  He  died  in  1910,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four,  and  is  buried  in  the  Rickett  cemetery.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  and  popular  men  in  this  vicinity  and  was 
besides  entitled  to  honor  and  esteem  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  upon  the  homestead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bowe  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  James,  who  is  assisting 
his  father;  Lizzie,  at  home;  and  Cora,  William,  Edward  and  Flora, 
all  of  whom  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Bowe  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  He  has  won 
a  substantial  position  qmong  the  progressive  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  this  section  and  his  success  is  the  more  creditable  because 
it  has  come  to  him  by  reason  of  his  own  energy  and  efforts,  and  his 
honorable  methods  have  won  for  him  also  the  warm  regard  of  an 
extensive  circle  of  friends. 


J.  D.  BROOKSHIER. 

J.  D.  Brookshier,  a  leading  representative  of  financial  interests  in 
Chillicothe,  has  through  successive  stages  of  advancement  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  worked  his  way  upward  to  his  present  responsible  position 
as  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  born  on  his  father’s  farm,  May  26,  1861,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Brooks)  Brookshier.  The  father 
was  born  in  Ray  county,  Missouri,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1830, 
and  was  a  son  of  Levan  Brookshier,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  when  seven  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents  to  Franklin 
county,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  He  became 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  Missouri,  removing  to  this  state  in 
1829,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  Ray  county.  Later  he  went  to 
Daviess  county,  Missouri,  and  in  1832  became  a  resident  of  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a  tract  of  land  in¬ 
cluded  within  the  borders  of  what  is  now  Jackson  township.  Upon 
that  place  his  death  occurred  in  1864. 


J.  D.  BROOKSHIER 
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Thomas  B.  Brookshier  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  made  a  trip  to  California  in  search  of  gold  and  engaged  in  mining 
there  for  six  years  with  good  success.  In  1855  he  returned  to  Mis¬ 
souri  and,  desirous  of  adding  to  the  education  which  he  had  already 
acquired,  he  again  attended  school,  devoting  his  time  to  study  and 
teaching  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Soon  afterward  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  as  a  member  of  Hughes  Regiment 
of  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  thus  serving 
until  his  discharge  six  months  later.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Carthage,  Springfield,  Dry  Wood,  Lexington  and  others.  Soon 
after  being  mustered  out  he  reenlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Second  Missouri  Infantry,  C.  S.  A.,  which  regiment  afterward  be¬ 
came  the  Third  Missouri  Infantry.  With  that  command  Mr.  Brook¬ 
shier  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Pea  Ridge  and  Iuka,  the 
skirmishes  near  Corinth  and  the  battles  of  Grand  Gulf,  Port  Gibson, 
Champion’s  Hill,  Big  Black  River  and  Vicksburg.  After  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Vicksburg  he  remained  on  detached  duty  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  returning  in  June,  1865,  to  Livingston  county.  He  then 
followed  farming  until  1870,  after  which  he  divided  his  attention 
between  agricultural  pursuits  and  teaching  until  1882,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk.  This  was  not  his  first  public 
service,  however,  for  he  had  previously  filled  the  position  of  county 
assessor. 

Thomas  B.  Brookshier  was  married  twice.  On  the  23d  of 
August,  i860,  he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Brooks,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Missouri,  in  1838,  and  died  October  24,  1881, 
leaving  six  children,  Jefferson  D.,  John  L.,  Rachel  E.,  Margaret  M., 
Thomas  McFarland  and  Mary  V.  On  the  5th  of  October,  1885,  Mr. 
Brookshier  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Amanda  J.  Davis,  who  was  a  native  of  Hendricks  county,  Indiana. 
He  held  membership  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  united 
with  the  order  in  California  in  1855.  Politically  he  was  a  democrat 
and  his  religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church,  South.  He  died  in  March,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight  years  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  private  family  burial 
ground  near  the  old  homestead. 

J.  D.  Brookshier  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Livingston  county  and  later  attended  the  Missouri  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  left  the  latter  institution  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  spent 
two  years  thereafter  upon  his  father’s  farm  before  coming  to  Chilli- 
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cothe  and  entering  upon  his  banking  career.  He  became  identified 
with  the  First  National  Bank  as  teller  and  his  ambition,  his  energy 
and  his  faithful  work  soon  led  to  his  promotion  to  the  office  of 
cashier,  and  since  that  time  he  has  become  recognized  as  one  of  the 
authorities  of  finance  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Throughout  his  entire 
business  career  he  has  been  identified  with  banking,  which  he  has 
mastered  in  every  department,  both  in  principle  and  in  detail. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1891,  Mr.  Brookshier  married,  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Miss  Ida  M.  Woolsey,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Julia  (Tom¬ 
lin)  Woolsey,  the  former  a  pioneer  farmer  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolsey  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in 
the  cemetery  near  Mooresville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookshier  became 
the  parents  of  three  children:  L.  W.,  who  is  engaged  as  a  salesman  in 
a  clothing  store;  Orville  B.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Chillicothe  high 
school;  and  Mildred,  who  is  attending  school.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Brookshier  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  member 
of  the  blue  lodge  in  Masonry.  He  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  dem¬ 
ocratic  party,  adhering  to  the  progressive  wing,  and  is  at  the  present 
time  doing  able  and  efficient  work  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  educa¬ 
tion.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  is  of  a  most  practical  character, 
manifested  by  active  cooperation  in  measures  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  good,  and  his  forceful  character  and  strong  personality 
make  him  a  leading  factor  in  community  life  as  well  as  in  banking 
circles. 


BAZEL  J.  MEEK. 

Bazel  J.  Meek,  extensively  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  and 
farming  in  Livingston  county,  his  home  being  in  Chillicothe,  repre¬ 
sents  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  state.  The  paternal  line  is  traced 
back  to  Jacob  Meek,  who  was  a  son  of  Adam  Meek  and  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  about  1698.  He  came  to  America  from 
England  with  his  elder  brother,  John  Meek,  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age  and  settled  in  Virginia,  but  soon  afterward  went  to  North 
Carolina,  where  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  married  a  young 
lady  of  Welsh  descent.  They  became  the  parents  of  a  large  family, 
including  Isaac,  James,  Lewis,  Samuel,  John,  Jeremiah,  Nathan,  Seth, 
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Joseph,  Polly,  Nancy  and  Sarah  Jane.  After  the  death  of  his  wife 
Jacob  Meek  settled  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  which  place  some 
of  his  sons  had  preceded  him.  A  few  years  later  he  wedded  Nancy 
DuValle,  a  French  girl,  and  three  sons  were  born  of  that  marriage  : 
Lewis,  Jacob  and  Bazel.  Although  Jacob  Meek,  Sr.,  followed  farm¬ 
ing  he  was  also  a  good  tailor,  and  it  was  said  that  he  could  likewise 
play  the  violin  very  creditably.  He  died  about  1790.  It  was  from 
this  old  English  stock  that  the  family,  of  which  Bazel  J.  Meek,  of 
Chillicothe,  is  a  representative,  is  descended.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Jeremiah  Meek,  was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and 
was  reared  in  Kentucky,  where  he  followed  farming.  He  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  preaching  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  his  removal  northward  was  the  first  judge  of  probate  in 
Wayne  county,  Indiana,  serving  in  that  position  for  twenty-one  years. 
His  political  belief  was  that  of  the  whig  party.  He  served  in  the 
Indian  wars  of  an  early  day  and  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
pioneer  development  of  the  districts  in  which  he  lived.  He  married 
Catharine  Williams,  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  They  were  parents 
of  John  Fielding  Meek,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana, 
October  25,  1824,  and  was  reared  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana.  In 
the  autumn  of  1855  he  removed  to  Missouri,  settling  at  Goshen 
Prairie,  in  Mercer  county,  but  in  1858  came  to  Chillicothe.  In  1864 
he  returned  to  Mercer  county,  but  in  1866  again  came  to  Chilli¬ 
cothe,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  a  brick  contractor  and  carried 
on  business  in  that  way  for  many  years.  His  early  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  whig  party,  but  on  its  dissolution  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  new  republican  organization,  which  he  still  supports.  He  is 
one  of  the  few  surviving  veterans  of  the  Mexican  war,  in  which  he 
served  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Indiana  Infantry.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  he  has  al¬ 
ways  been  most  loyal.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Sarah  Ann 
Hunt,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana,  June  13,  1836,  and 
there  spent  her  girlhood  days.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Herriman 
Hezekiah  and  Priscilla  (Willett)  Hunt,  the  former  born  in  Bath 
county,  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  in  Maysville,  Mason  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Mr.  Hunt  made  farming  his  life  work,  and  after  spending  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Bath  and  Mason  counties  he  removed  to  Han¬ 
cock  county,  Indiana,  where  he  long  remained.  He  was  a  whig  in 
his  political  faith  and  a  Methodist  in  his  religious  belief. 

It  was  on  the  12th  of  August,  1852,  that  John  Fielding  Meek 
and  Sarah  Ann  Hunt  were  married  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana. 
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They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  three  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are :  Serrethena  Lorinda,  usually  known  as 
Retta,  who  was  born  August  io,  1857,  and  is  the  wife  of  Gram 
Cooper,  a  contractor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Herriman  Orlando, 
who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana,  February  20,  1854,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Brunswick,  Missouri;  James 
E.,  who  was  born  July  5,  1863,  and  is  a  contractor  of  Chillicothe;  John 
Fielding,  born  July  15,  1874;  and  Alpha  May,  born  March  10,  1877. 

The  other  member  of  the  family  is  Bazel  J.  Meek,  who  was  born 
in  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  November  30,  1868.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  and  his  youthful  days  were  spent 
under  the  parental  roof.  His  parents  now  reside  at  No.  123  Locust 
street  and  his  father  has  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
Bazel  J.  Meek  is  well  known  in  the  business  circles  of  Chillicothe 
because  of  his  extensive  operations  in  real  estate  and  because  of  his 
important  farming  interests.  Both  are  capably,  carefully  and  wisely 
managed  and  are  proving  sources  of  his  success. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Meek  was  formerly  a  republican  and 
is  now  identified  with  the  progressive  wing  of  the  party.  He  belongs 
to  both  the  Masonic  and  Elks  fraternities.  In  the  former  he  has 
taken  all  of  the  degrees  save  the  thirty-third,  being  a  prominent  York 
and  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  The 
family  is  an  old  and  well  known  one  in  Livingston  county,  where 
they  have  taken  an  active  part  in  bringing  about  the  present  develop¬ 
ment  and  improvement. 


JOSHUA  WALKER. 

The  history  of  agricultural  progress  in  Livingston  county  would  be 
incomplete  without  mention  of  Joshua  Walker,  a  native  son  who  was 
born  here  May  24,  1843,  and  for  seven  decades  has  made  his  home 
in  this  section,  where  he  has  attained  to  a  substantial  position,  own¬ 
ing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  on  section  27,  Sampsell 
township.  He  is  a  son  of  Amos  and  Rachel  (Murray)  Walker,  both 
of  whom  have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  January  5,  1879,  and  the 
mother  surviving  him  until  January  29,  1895.  Both  found  their  last 
resting  place  at  Mount  Olive  cemetery,  Sampsell  township.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  district,  coming  to  Livingston 
county  when  the  Indians  still  roamed  wild  and  buffalo  and  bear  were 
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plentiful.  He  took  an  active  part  in  shaping  pioneer  conditions  and 
gradually  became  a  prominent  man  in  his  locality,  where  he  was  highly 
esteemed  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  character. 

Joshua  Walker  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  mak¬ 
ing  himself  master  of  such  learning  as  was  obtainable  at  the  time  and 
under  the  conditions  of  frontier  life.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  laid 
aside  his  text-books,  although  he  had  previous  to  that  time  assisted  his 
father  in  the  minor  duties  on  the  farm  in  his  vacations  and  at  leisure 
times.  After  leaving  school  he  continued  to  assist  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm  for  three  years,  after  that  time  working  out  for  a  similar 
period  as  a  farm  hand.  He  then  heeded  Greeley’s  call  to  go  west  and 
for  three  years  followed  various  lines  of  employment  before  return¬ 
ing  to  Livingston  county,  where  upon  his  return  he  engaged  inde¬ 
pendently  in  agriculture,  acquiring  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
of  which  sixty-five  acres  are  under  high  cultivation.  He  follows  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  also  gives  attention  to  stock-raising,  his  progressive 
methods  resulting  in  substantial  success.  He  has  erected  upon  his 
farm  a  handsome  residence  and  such  other  buildings  as  he  deemed  nec¬ 
essary  to  profitable  improvement  of  the  property.  All  such  equipment, 
implements  and  machinery  as  are  considered  indispensable  to  intensive 
farming  are  to  be  found  upon  his  property  and  since  taking  possession 
he  has  enhanced  the  value  of  his  farm  manifold. 

In  Sampsell  township,  on  January  4,  1868,  Mr.  Walker  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Dawkins,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann 
(Simmons)  Dawkins,  the  former  of  whom  passed  away  May  24, 
1871,  but  the  latter  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  in  Chillicothe  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Paralee,  the  wife  of  George  D.  Wag¬ 
ner,  of  Sampsell  township,  who  is  mentioned  at  greater  length  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  this  volume;  Amos,  an  agriculturist  of  Daviess  county, 
Missouri,  who  has  two  children,  Clyde  and  Paul,  both  attending  school ; 
Mary  F.,  who  married  John  Wagner,  a  blacksmith  of  Monette,  Mis¬ 
souri;  Charles  A.,  residing  at  Chillicothe;  Rachel,  the  wife  of  Walter 
Minnick,  a  druggist  of  Lock  Spring,  Missouri;  Amanda,  the  wife  of 
Wade  Brookshire,  of  Chillicothe;  Jennie,  who  married  Lewis  Mast, 
an  agriculturist  of  Sampsell  township;  John  Andrew,  who  passed 
away  November  28,  1891 ;  and  Edward  Harvey  and  Marvin,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  and  take  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  work  of  that 
organization.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party,  to 
which  for  many  years  he  has  given  his  support.  A  man  well  informed 
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and  public-spirited,  he  takes  laudable  interest  in  all  matters  of  public 
importance  and  never  fails  to  support  any  measures  intended  to  bene¬ 
fit  the  locality  or  its  people.  While  he  has  attained  to  individual  suc¬ 
cess,  he  has  been  constructive  in  the  development  of  this  section  and 
it  is  due  to  pioneers  like  Joshua  Walker  that  the  prosperous  conditions, 
which  the  present  generation  enjoys,  prevail. 


J.  P.  McLONEY. 

J.  P.  McLoney,  a  successful  agriculturist  of  Cream  Ridge  town¬ 
ship,  has  been  cultivating  the  soil  in  this  section  since  1857.  His  resi¬ 
dence  here  has,  therefore,  covered  an  important  period  in  the  county’s 
growth  and  development,  with  which  he  has  been  to  a  large  extent 
identified,  and  in  the  course  of  years  he  has  become  well  known  by 
reason  of  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  county,  Kentucky,  October  18,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Hanna  McLoney,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer  in  Harrison 
county.  He  died  in  Lexington  county,  Kentucky,  and  his  wife  has 
also  passed  away.  She  died  in  Chillicothe  while  on  a  visit  and  is 
buried  in  the  Jones  cemetery. 

J.  P.  McLoney  attended  public  school  in  Kentucky  but  his  advan¬ 
tages  along  this  line  were  very  meager.  He  laid  aside  his  books  to 
follow  farming,  an  occupation  with  which  he  has  been  connected  ever 
since,  working  some  times  for  himself  and  some  times  in  the  interests 
of  others.  He  has  reached  a  creditable  position  in  agricultural  circles, 
owning  at  the  present  time  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  acres  on  sections  14  and  16,  Cream  Ridge  township,  the  attrac¬ 
tive  and  excellent  condition  of  which  gives  evidence  of  the  many 
years  of  care  and  labor  he  has  bestowed  upon  his  fields.  In  addition 
to  general  farming  Mr.  McLoney  has  made  a  specialty  of  tobacco 
raising,  which  branch  of  his  work  he  has  made  extremely  profitable. 
He  also  raises  live  stock. 

Mr.  McLoney  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Anna  Eliza  Holden,  whom  he  married  in  Kentucky  and  who  has 
passed  away.  Mr.  McLoney’s  second  union  occurred  on  January  27, 
1859,  when  he  wedded  Miss  America  Lilly,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Barbara  A.  (Moor)  Lilly,  the  former  a  successful  trader,  who 
died  in  Kentucky  and  is  buried  in  Georgetown.  After  his  death  his 
widow  sold  her  holdings  and  came  to  Missouri,  settling  upon  the 
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farm  where  Mr.  McLoney  resides  today.  She  died  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three,  and  is  buried  in  the  May  cemetery.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McLoney  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  John  W.,  who  is 
assisting  with  the  work  of  the  farm;  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Melton,  who 
died  in  1902  and  is  buried  in  the  Jones  cemetery;  Amanda,  who  passed 
away  in  1904  and  who  is  also  buried  in  the  Jones  cemetery;  Lilly  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  is  buried  in  Chillicothe;  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McLoney  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  religiously 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  The 
divisions  and  dissensions  which  the  Civil  war  caused  touched  his  life 
very  closely,  for  he  and  his  brother  were  divided  in  their  allegiance, 
one  supporting  the  Confederacy  and  the  other  the  Union.  The 
brother  joined  the  army  but  Mr.  McLoney  bought  a  substitute  for 
he  refused  to  fight  against  a  member  of  his  own  family.  He  was, 
however,  stanch  in  his  support  of  the  cause  to  which  he  adhered,  plac¬ 
ing  all  of  his  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  leaders.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  Livingston  county, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  well  over  a  half  century  and  where 
his  upright  and  worthy  qualities  of  character  have  gained  him  many 
friends.  At  the  age  of  eighty-four  he  is  still  an  active  factor  in  the 
world’s  work — a  man  whose  labor  through  the  years  has  resulted  in 
substantial  and  well  merited  success. 


JAMES  F.  BLACK. 

James  F.  Black,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
Livingston  county  whose  history  has  been  intimately  interwoven  with 
that  of  this  region,  is  a  foremost  representative  of  agricultural  progress 
in  the  section,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Jackson  township,  located  on  sections  23  and  14.  A 
native,  he  was  born  very  near  the  place  on  which  he  now  resides,  July 
17,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  James  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Hutchison)  Black. 

The  Black  family  in  America  traces  its  origin  back  to  the  land  of 
Erin.  It  was  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  and  four 
of  his  brothers  who  at  a  very  early  date  came  to  Henderson  county, 
Kentucky,  where  they  made  settlement.  Some  of  them  offered  their 
services  for  the  sake  of  liberty  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  for  bravery  and  gallantry.  They  left  Ireland  on 
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account  of  the  unbearable  taxes  that  were  imposed,  especially  upon 
those  cultivating  the  soil,  to  sustain  the  English  kings  in  their  many 
European  wars,  and  after  they  paid  their  taxes,  there  was  left  to  them 
seldom  enough  for  sustenance.  They  owned  some  property  and  a 
small  piece  of  land  in  Ireland  on  which  they  made  their  living  in  a 
hand  to  mouth  way,  and  when  rumors  came  to  them  of  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  offered  in  the  new  world,  which  were  then  spreading  to  all  parts  of 
the  globe  and  also  infected  the  little  island,  they  with  the  rest  of  the 
people  became  imbued  with  the  idea  to  seek  the  land  which  offered 
them  a  better  living.  However,  they  loved  their  native  island  and 
could  not  readily  make  up  their  minds  to  leave  the  land  of  their 
fathers.  A  curious  accident,  however,  which  occurred  to  the  great¬ 
grandfather,  when  he  broke  the  beam  of  his  plow,  was  the  cause 
that  brought  about  the  realization  of  the  long  discussed  project. 
Instead  of  having  the  plow  repaired,  which  was  no  small  matter  for 
a  poor  man  to  pay,  as  money  was  scarce  in  those  times,  he  concluded 
to  call  upon  his  brothers  and  conferred  with  them  upon  the 
question  whether  they  would  not  all  sell  out  and  make  the  move  to 
the  new  world.  They  agreed  in  the  affirmative  and,  disposing  of 
their  property,  sailed  for  the  new  world.  Here  they  arrived  safely 
and  sound  with  their  small  savings,  and  being  industrious,  thrifty 
and  God-fearing  men,  they  succeeded  in  a  short  time  to  found  good 
homes  for  themselves.  The  great-grandmother’s  name  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  was  Wilson  and  she  also  had  brothers  who  had  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  it  was  after  one  of  her  brothers,  William 
Wilson,  who  was  killed  during  an  engagement  of  that  sanguine  con¬ 
flict,  that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  named.  As  the  years 
passed  the  great-grandfather  sought  the  greater  opportunities  of  the 
west  and  drifting  in  that  direction  with  his  son,  William  L.  Black, 
the  latter  settled  on  the  Missouri  river,  where  he  remained  for  a 
short  time  before  making  removal  to  Livingston  county. 

William  L.  Black,  the  grandfather,  was  born  October  19,  1796, 
and  his  wife,  Catherine  Hines,  on  December  28,  1801,  and  of  this 
union  were  born:  William  Wilson  Black,  March  6,  1826;  James  A. 
Black,  November  22,  1828;  and  Pernecia  Ann  Black,  March  9,  1831. 
The  grandfather  moved  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1834  settling  in 
the  virgin  forest  that  then  covered  hill  and  dale.  He  selected  a  piece 
of  ground  on  the  south  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  14,  township  59,  range  25,  settling  on  a  small  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  section,  near  a  little  hill,  with  a  branch  of  the  land  running 
on  the  north  and  northwest  of  a  distance  between  fifty  and  one  hun- 
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dred  yards.  He  also  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  14,  township  59,  range  25,  and  forty 
acres  of  the  southwest  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  14;  forty 
acres  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  22; 
and  forty  acres  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  23,  all  in  township  55,  range  25,  giving  him  in  all  land  to  the 
extent  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  half  of  which  was  covered  by 
fine  timber,  the  other  half  being  in  prairie.  One  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  this  land  he  entered,  but  the  rest  he  acquired  by  purchase. 
He  built  his  first  cabin  on  the  above  mentioned  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  within  a  few  feet  of  where  his  second  more  pretentious  home 
was  later  built.  At  that  time  there  were  not  more  than  a  half  dozen 
families  located  in  what  is  known  as  the  forks  of  the  river  or  Jack- 
son  and  Sampsell  townships.  A  short  distance  south  of  where  he 
built  was  an  Indian  trail  or  road  which  the  Indians  traveled  fre¬ 
quently  in  passing  from  a  village  on  the  east  of  Grand  river  to  an¬ 
other  near  Utica,  but  there  is  no  incident  recalled  that  he  was  ever 
harassed  by  the  red  men.  Kindly  and  generous,  and  understanding 
their  character,  he  never  meddled  in  their  affairs  and  was  left  by  them 
unharmed.  A  Godly  man  of  strong  character,  his  desires  lay  more 
in  the  line  of  making  a  home  than  to  lay  up  riches,  yet  by  able  man¬ 
agement  and  incessant  industry  he  accumulated  a  gratifying  amount 
of  money  for  his  day.  Being  a  kind  friend  and  neighbor,  he  lent  a 
considerable  sum  thereof  to  a  man  whom  he  supposed  to  be  friendly 
and  honest.  The  false  friend,  however,  betrayed  his  trust  and  he 
lost  in  the  transaction  the  large  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
today  would  represent  a  capital  that  would  have  to  be  expressed  in 
much  larger  figures.  Spending  most  of  his  life  out-of-doors,  he  was 
a  hale  and  hearty  man,  sturdy  and  strong,  and  during  his  whole  life 
paid  but  one  doctor  bill,  although  he  lived  over  eighty  years  and  there 
was  needed  no  other  medical  attention  for  him  than  that  which  was 
given  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Although  he  belonged  to  the 
whig  party  as  long  as  that  organization  existed,  he  later  gave  his 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  never  owned  slaves  but  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  South — a  natural  outcome  of  family  tradi¬ 
tion  and  also  the  result  of  his  own  cogitations,  which  decided  him  in 
favor  of  state  rights  for  the  separate  sovereign  states.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war  he  lived  surrounded  by  his  children,  for  whom  he 
had  made  a  nice  and  comfortable  home  with  the  exception  of  one 
daughter,  who  had  shortly  before  married.  He  was  a  great  lover  of 
good  horses  and  always  kept  three  or  four  on  hand,  experiencing 
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during  the  troublous  time  of  the  war  great  difficulty  in  keeping  them 
from  being  sequestered  by  the  militia.  He  would  hide  them  in  the 
timber  south  of  his  house  and  by  this  means  saved  them,  as  the  mi¬ 
litia  would  seldom  enter  the  woods  to  hunt  for  anything.  One  day, 
while  his  wife  was  assisting  him  to  water  the  horses  and  while  she 
was  riding  on  one  of  them,  the  animal  stumbled,  causing  her  to  fall, 
and  she  unfortunately  broke  her  thigh  near  the  hip  joint.  Carrying 
a  heavy  purse  containing  twenty-five  dollars  in  silver,  this  struck  her 
against  the  thigh  and  caused  the  injury.  She  was  carried  home  and 
everything  that  doctors  and  kind  friends  could  do  was  done,  but  the 
injury  never  healed  properly,  making  her  a  cripple.  Two  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  were  away  in  the  war  which  was  still  raging  and  the  affliction 
she  had  sustained  caused  her  such  grief  that  gradually  she  pined  away 
and  breathed  her  last  July  i,  1865,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  a  spot  she 
had  herself  selected  for  burial,  about  a  half  mile  from  her  home,  on 
the  land  of  her  oldest  child,  W.  W.  Black.  After  his  wife’s  death  the 
grandfather  lived  in  one  room  of  his  house,  giving  up  the  others  to 
renters  who  would  attend  to  his  farm  and  look  after  his  meals.  When 
he  had  no  renters  to  till  the  land  he  would  make  his  home  with  his 
oldest  son,  who  lived  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  home¬ 
stead.  About  five  hundred  dollars  which  he  had  in  gold  and  which 
he  wished  to  keep  secure  he  buried  at  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
war,  in  a  field,  but  becoming  suspicious  that  the  hiding  place  might 
become  known,  he  later  took  it  up  and,  placing  it  in  a  jar,  buried  it  in 
his  stable  under  the  manger  where  he  daily  fed  his  horses,  and  there 
his  gold  remained  until  a  few  days  before  his  death.  A  man  of  strong 
character,  forceful,  decisive,  yet  kindly  and  genial,  he  was  greatly  be¬ 
loved  by  all  who  knew  him  and  died  at  the  residence  of  his  daughter 
on  March  9,  1877,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery. 

His  brother,  Adam  Black,  was  born  September  11,  1801,  and  died 
July  14,  1890,  at  his  home  in  Jackson  township,  at  the  remarkable  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  He  was  one  of  the  honored  and  respected  pio¬ 
neer  citizens  of  the  neighborhood  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of 
the  oldest  living  residents  of  the  county,  following,  during  his  active 
life,  the  occupation  of  farming  and  living  in  his  retirement  on  a 
highly  improved  farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  surrounded  by  many  com¬ 
forts  and  conveniences  which  he  had  made  possible  by  incessant 
efforts.  He  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  Kentucky,  and  came  to 
Missouri  with  his  parents  in  1819,  living  near  Boonville,  Cooper 
county,  whence  they  soon  removed  to  Ray  county,  which  at  that  time 
included  Carroll,  Livingston,  Grundy,  Mercer,  Harrison,  Daviess  and 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


337 


Caldwell  counties.  In  1833  he  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Jame¬ 
son  in  Daviess  county.  Previously,  in  1824,  he  was  elected  sheriff  of 
the  territory  above  mentioned  and  during  his  term  of  office  took  the 
census,  his  work  in  that  connection  taking  him  in  all  twenty-four 
days,  inclusive  of  making  his  returns.  In  1826  he  also  served  as 
assessor  and  he  also  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1825,  he  was  married  in  Ray  county,  to  Miss  Mary  W. 
Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Abigail  Morgan,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children.  Subsequently  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Grooms,  of  which  union  there  was  no  issue,  and  on  October  15,  1857, 
he  contracted  a  marriage  with  Miss  Sallie  Kelly,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  Kelly,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children.  Various 
achievements  distinguished  the  life  of  this  granduncle  of  our  subject, 
for  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Daviess  county,  shortly  after 
the  organization  of  which  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  also 
was  county  judge  for  four  years.  In  1844  he  went  to  Gentry 
county  and  there  also  was  elected  to  the  position  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  later  to  that  of  judge,  filling  the  latter  position  for  four 
years  and  dispensing  justice  fairly  and  impartially.  When  Gentry 
county  was  divided  it  left  him  in  the  new  county  of  Worth  and 
he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  one  of  the  first  commissioners 
to  organize  the  county.  In  1861,  on  account  of  his  southern 
proclivities,  he  left  and  came  to  Livingston  county,  which  then 
became  his  home.  For  three  years  he  here  served  as  one  of  the 
county  judges.  An  old-time  whig,  he  always  took  a  remarkable  inter¬ 
est  in  all  matters  affecting  the  public  weal  and  also  participated  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  helping  to  forever  terminate  the  sway  of  the  red 
man  in  these  regions. 

During  the  time  of  the  Mormon  troubles  he  was  located  in  Daviess 
county  and  suffered  heavily  from  their  depredations,  his  losses  being 
a  great  drawback  to  him  financially,  but  he  soon  recovered.  He  again, 
however,  underwent  reverses  when  he  went  security  for  a  friend  who 
failed  in  business,  leaving  him  the  debt  to  pay.  It  took  all  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  to  discharge  his  obligations,  but  he  rather  would  stand  penniless 
than  have  even  the  breath  of  taint  attach  to  his  honor.  He  then  started 
out  anew  at  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  war  and  had  accumulated 
nearly  sufficient  land  to  let  each  of  his  children  have  a  good  home  when 
he  was  driven  from  his  property  by  the  soldiery,  who  were  especially 
hard  on  any  man  whom  they  thought  had  the  slightest  sympathy  for 
the  South  although  he  was  an  honest  and  law-abiding  citizen.  Having 
gotten  well  along  in  years,  he  was  never  quite  able  to  recoup  from  his 
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last  heavy  losses  and  at  his  death  was  but  in  moderate  circumstances. 
He  served  in  the  Mexican  war  and  his  wife  later  received  a  pension  on 
account  of  the  valiant  service  rendered  by  her  husband.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  left  seventy  descendants,  comprising  children,  grand¬ 
children  and  great-grandchildren.  They  were  scattered  all  over  the 
United  States  from  Missouri  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  His  youngest 
daughter,  Cecilia  Black,  was  a  school  teacher  by  profession  and  made 
highly  creditable  records  wherever  she  taught.  When  he  moved  to 
Livingston  county  he  settled  on  a  small  farm  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
northeast  of  Springhill  and  there  set  out  a  fine  orchard,  of  which  he 
took  the  greatest  care,  being  a  lover  of  high-grade  fruit.  During  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  sustained  the  most  heavy  losses,  as  he  con¬ 
stantly  suffered  from  raids  made  upon  his  house  and  home  by  the 
soldiery,  these  constant  visits  making  heavy  demands  upon  his  re¬ 
sources.  Even  their  horses  were  driven  away  at  that  time  to  Chil- 
licothe,  although  they  were  later  recovered.  At  another  time,  while 
the  family  was  absent,  a  company  of  new  militia  men  entered  the 
house  and  plundered  it  from  garret  to  cellar. 

James  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Hutchison)  Black,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  were  natives  of  Missouri  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  In 
their  family  were  six  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living, 
James  F.  and  J.  S.  A  brother  of  the  father,  Alexander  Black,  had 
during  the  war  times  to  hide  many  days  to  save  his  life,  and  once 
while  he  was  going  to  a  neighbor,  a  company  of  militia  overtook  him 
and,  thinking  him  to  be  his  brother,  demanded  his  surrender,  at  the 
same  time  leveling  their  guns  at  him,  the  hand  at  the  trigger  ready  to 
fire.  The  captain,  however,  recognized  him  in  time  and  saved  his  life. 
Some  time  later  this  same  Alexander  Black  and  a  cousin  found  shel¬ 
ter  in  the  brother’s  home  and  while  they  were  eating  their  dinners 
placed  on  guard  James  Black,  our  subject,  who  was  then  a  little  boy, 
to  notify  them  if  any  one  should  appear;  and  he  was  not  long  waiting 
until  a  company  appeared  on  the  hill  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
the  house  and  he  gave  the  alarm.  The  two  cousins  made  for  their 
horses,  which  were  hitched  at  the  barn  a  few  yards  from  the  house, 
and  by  keeping  between  two  buildings  and  the  militia  made  their  way 
to  the  woods  and  were  soon  out  of  sight.  They,  however,  left  their 
revolvers  behind  them  on  the  floor  in  their  flight  to  safety,  and  Mrs. 
Black,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  buckled  them  on  to  her  dress  and, 
taking  a  seat  and  keeping  on  sewing,  the  weapons  were  not  found  and 
in  a  few  days  were  returned  secretly  to  the  men.  Many  were  at  that 
time  the  hairbreadth  escapes  run  by  different  ones  in  order  that  they 
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might  be  with  their  families  for  a  short  time  or  give  them  a  little 
help. 

James  F.  Black,  our  subject,  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  grounded  in  the  old-fashioned  virtues  of  industry  and  honesty 
by  his  good  parents,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
near  his  father’s  farm.  Relinquishing  his  lessons  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  going  up  to  that  time  off  and  on  to  school,  but  assisting  in 
the  meantime  his  father  with  the  work  on  the  farm,  he  became 
acquainted  with  thorough  methods  of  agriculture.  After  having 
passed  his  twenty-second  birthday  he  started  out  to  farm  for  himself 
on  the  father’s  homestead,  on  which  he  has  continued  to  follow  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  ever  since.  He  has  remodeled  and  greatly  added  to 
his  residence,  making  it  modern  and  convenient  in  every  respect,  so 
that  it  is  now  considered  one  of  the  finest  and  most  up-to-date  coun¬ 
try  homes  of  the  section.  A  man  of  progressive  ideas,  he  has  insti¬ 
tuted  such  equipment  and  machinery  as  is  considered  indispensable 
to  modern  farming  and  by  which  he  has  greatly  increased  the  pro¬ 
ductivity  of  the  soil.  As  the  years  have  passed  prosperity  has  come 
to  him  as  the  result  of  his  incessant  labors  and  of  late  years  he  rents 
the  larger  part  of  his  land,  receiving  therefrom  a  gratifying  income, 
enabling  him  to  live  with  more  ease  and  in  comfort.  He  also  has 
other  interests,  being  a  stockholder  in  several  banking  institutions. 

In  Jamesport,  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  on  September  18,  1873, 
Mr.  Black  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  K.  Williams,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Ellen  (Gillen)  Williams,  the  former  a  well 
known  pioneer  farmer  of  Daviess  county  who  was  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  public  life  of  the  section,  having  been  county  judge 
and  a  representative  in  the  legislature  for  several  terms.  He  died 
and  is  buried  in  Jamesport,  Missouri,  his  wife  also  having  passed 
away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  have  two  children:  Frankie  O.,  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Girdner,  of  Chillicothe;  and  Nellie,  who  married  Roy  Tim- 
brook,  an  agriculturist  of  Dawn,  Missouri. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Black  carries  on  worthily  the 
family  name  and  is  one  of  the  men  representative  of  the  prosperous 
agricultural  conditions  prevailing  in  Livingston  county.  Not  only  has 
he  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  here 
and  transformed  frontier  conditions  into  those  of  the  present  time, 
but  he  has  been  an  active  and  cooperant  factor  in  bringing  about  gen¬ 
eral  advancement  along  material  and  moral  lines.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  a  democrat  and  keeps  intelligently  informed  upon  all 
issues  of  the  day.  An  ardent  champion  of  the  cause  of  education,  he 
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has  been  a  force  in  bettering  school  conditions  in  this  section  and  his 
service  as  director  of  the  local  school  board,  an  office  which  he  held 
for  many  years,  has  been  conspicuous.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
confined  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  organi¬ 
zation  he  has  served  in  all  the  chairs.  His  sterling  qualities,  such  as 
have  been  traditional  of  the  family  for  generations,  are  such  as  have 
ever  commanded  for  him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good-will  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  and  as  the  years  have  passed  he 
has  become  more  firmly  entrenched  in  the  affection  of  those  who  know 
him.  A  man  strongly  marked  by  character,  he  is  recognized  as  a 
forceful  element  in  the  locality,  where  by  his  labors  he  has  not  only 
attained  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  but  by  his 
methods  has  contributed  toward  raising  agricultural  standards.  In 
his  life  has  rolled  back  the  tide  of  adversity  that  beset  his  father  and 
in  its  wake  has  come  to  him  a  prosperity  of  which  he  is  well  worthy. 


CHARLES  T.  HOYT. 

Charles  T.  Hoyt  is  a  leading  merchant  of  Blue  Mound,  who  owns 
and  conducts  a  general  store  and  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success 
because  of  his  honorable  business  methods,  his  earnest  desire  to  please 
his  patrons  and  his  close  application.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Living¬ 
ston  county,  born  October  16,  1872,  his  father  being  John  H.  Hoyt, 
of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Charles  T.  Hoyt  attended  the 
Vaughn  schoolhouse  in  Fairview  township  and  laid  aside  his  books 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  order  to  assist  his  father  with  the  work  of 
the  farm.  He  remained  upon  the  homestead  for  seven  years  there¬ 
after  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  established  himself  in  his  present 
business  in  Blue  Mound.  He  carries  the  most  complete  line  of  gen¬ 
eral  merchandise  in  the  city,  having  a  store  which  would  be  a  credit 
to  a  community  of  much  larger  size.  The  neat  and  tasteful  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  stock  and  the  excellent  line  of  goods  which  he  sells  have 
secured  for  him  a  gratifying  patronage  which  has  increased  rapidly 
as  the  years  have  gone  by.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  interests  Mr. 
Hoyt  owns  also  an  attractive  residence  in  Blue  Mound,  in  which  he 
lives  with  his  wife  and  family. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Eva  McKerow,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Susan  (Stagner) 
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McKerow,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  Blue 
Mound  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  have  two  sons,  Earl  and 
Lawrence.  Mr.  Hoyt  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
is  active  and  progressive  in  all  matters  of  citizenship,  although  he 
never  seeks  public  office.  He  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  holding  a 
high  place  in  fraternal  circles  of  the  city.  He  is  very  popular  in  Blue 
Mound  where  he  is  respected  and  honored  for  the  many  sterling 
qualities  in  his  character,  and  he  well  merits  the  success  which  has 
come  to  him,  for  it  has  been  won  through  business  methods  which 
neither  seek  nor  require  disguise. 


ERNEST  C.  ALLEN. 

Ernest  C.  Allen  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  and  a  half  acres  on  section  17,  Jackson  township,  and  carefully 
cultivates  his  fields  with  the  result  that  he  annually  gathers  good  har¬ 
vests.  He  is  a  native  of  Caldwell  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
within  its  borders  on  the  20th  of  May,  1869,  his  parents  being  Joseph 
D.  and  Louise  C.  (Seitters)  Allen.  The  father  wTas  a  physician  and 
located  in  Kansas  during  the  infancy  of  his  son  Ernest.  The  mother 
afterward  married  Anthony  F.  Bonderer,  of  Utica,  Missouri. 

Ernest  C.  Allen  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Utica  which  he  attended  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  then 
assisted  his  step-father  at  cabinet-making  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age,  spending  the  rest  of  his  time  until  twenty-two  in  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  farm.  He  then  started  out  independently  in  business  and 
in  the  southern  part  of  Missouri  purchased  a  farm  which  he  sold  some 
years  later.  At  that  time  he  bought  the  property  which  he  now  owns 
on  section  17,  Jackson  township,  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  follows  mixed  farming,  cultivat¬ 
ing  his  fields,  developing  his  orchards  and  also  raising  stock.  He  has 
won  success  in  these  various  branches,  owing  to  his  unremitting  dili¬ 
gence  and  energy. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1894,  in  Utica,  Missouri,  Mr.  Allen  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Fuchs,  a  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Anna  Maria  Fuchs,  who  came  to  this  state  in  1882  from  Switzer¬ 
land,  in  which  country  the  father  had  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  He  died  January  12,  1911,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 


342 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


Roman  Catholic  cemetery  in  Chillicothe.  His  widow  is  residing  in 
Utica.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph  A.,  a  graduate  of  the  Utica  high  school;  George  F.,  who 
is  attending  the  public  school  of  Utica  ;  and  M.  Louisa,  August  C., 
Ernestine  C.,  Francis  H.,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Frank  A.,  and  E.  Grace, 
all  yet  at  home.  The  family  occupy  a  pleasant  residence  which  Mr. 
Allen  has  remodeled.  He  has  made  many  substantial  improvements 
upon  the  farm  and  has  erected  thereon  all  buildings  which  are  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  needs  of  the  place,  furnishing  ample  shelter  for  grain  and 
stock. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  independent,  voting  as  his  judgment  dic¬ 
tates.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  He 
attributes  his  success  to  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  his  business 
and  to  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  who  has,  indeed,  been  a  helpmate  to 
him  through  all  of  his  struggles  and  hardships — struggles  which  have 
brought  him  at  length  to  a  creditable  position  among  the  substantial 
fanners  of  Livingston  county. 


JAMES  J.  MARTIN. 

James  J.  Martin,  a  native  son  and  a  lifelong  resident  of  Livingston 
county,  has  been  engaged  in  farming  since  the  beginning  of  his  active 
career  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of 
good  land  in  Rich  Hill  township.  He  was  born  on  the  ioth  of  March, 
1871,  on  the  family  homestead  on  section  16  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Ellen  Martin,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1850  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Livingston  county.  The  father  had  been  a  farmer 
in  his  native  country  and  was,  therefore,  well  equipped  to  begin  his 
life  in  the  new  world.  He  developed  a  fine  property  in  this  section, 
following  the  most  practical  and  modern  methods,  and  before  his 
retirement  gained  a  high  place  in  agricultural  circles.  He  has  now 
given  up  active  life  and  makes  his  home  with  his  son.  His  wife  died 
in  1906. 

James  J.  Martin  is  the  only  son  born  to  his  parents.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  in  his  childhood 
he  aided  with  the  work  of  the  homestead.  After  he  had  attained  his 
majority  he  continued  farming  and  has  now  for  many  years  been 
developing  the  home  farm  in  his  own  interests  and  those  of  his 
father.  As  an  agriculturist  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
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gressive  and  prosperous  in  this  vicinity,  his  work  having  proven  profit¬ 
able  as  the  years  have  gone  by,  and  his  holdings  now  comprise  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres.  A  man  of  resourceful  business  ability, 
he  has  capably  conducted  his  labors  and  his  keen  discernment  and 
enterprise  have  constituted  the  basis  of  a  most  desirable  success. 

Mr.  Martin  married  Miss  Agnes  Murphy,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Kennedy)  Murphy,  early  settlers  in  Livingston  county, 
who  are  now  residing  in  Chillicothe.  During  his  active  life  the  father 
was  a  well  known  cattle  feeder  and  general  farmer  and  gained  grati- 
fying  success  along  both  lines  of  his  interests.  Among  their  chil¬ 
dren  were:  Timothy,  who  resides  in  Chillicothe;  Patrick  J.,  judge  of 
the  county  court  in  Great  Bend,  Kansas;  John,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Chillicothe;  and  Robert  J.,  a  resident  of  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Emily  Ellen,  born  on 
the  5th  of  August,  1906;  Mary  Margaret,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  September,  1908;  and  Dorothy  Agnes,  born  in  November, 
1911.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Martin  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  is 
now  serving  as  township  assessor.  He  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
fill  public  positions  of  responsibility  and  importance  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  been  continuously  in  township  offices,  his  work  proving 
one  of  the  dominating  forces  in  local  political  development.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  is  active  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  belongs  to  the  Anti  Horse 
Thief  Association.  Mr.  Martin  needs  no  word  of  commendation  to 
the  residents  of  Livingston  county,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life, 
for  the  upright  and  manly  principles  which  have  ever  governed  his 
actions,  constituting  him  one  of  the  valued  and  honored  citizens  of  the 
community,  have  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


LOUIS  M.  KILBURN. 

A  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  actuates  Louis  M.  Kilbum  in 
all  that  he  does.  He  has  worked  diligently  and  persistently  to  develop 
and  improve  his  farm,  which  is  today  a  good  property  of  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-four  acres  on  sections  10  and  11,  Cream  Ridge  town¬ 
ship.  He  has  lived  in  this  part  of  Missouri  since  his  birth  and  has 
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oecome  widely  and  favorably  known,  making  for  himself  an  enviable 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Louis  M.  Kilburn  was  born  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Grundy 
county,  April  5,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Crawford) 
Kilburn,  pioneers  in  that  section.  The  father  made  his  home  there 
at  an  early  date,  coming  from  Kentucky,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  identified  with  agricultural  interests.  He  was  a  successful,  able 
and  enterprising  man  and  in  the  course  of  his  honorable  and  upright 
life  gained  high  regard  and  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  He  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  having  survived  his 
wife  since  1864.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Stucker  graveyard,  Grundy 
county.  The  family  is  of  old  German  origin,  but  its  representatives 
have  been  in  America  for  centuries. 

Louis  M.  Kilburn  acquired  his  education  at  the  Prairie  Valley 
schoolhouse,  attending  during  the  winter  months  and  in  the  sum¬ 
mers  assisting  his  father.  After  he  had  attained  his  majority  he 
began  his  independent  agricultural  career  upon  a  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  which  was  presented  to  him  by  his  father.  This 
he  has  added  to  from,  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  justified 
and  now  owns  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres,  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Upon  it  Mr.  Kilburn  has  built  a  mod¬ 
ern  residence  and  fine  barns,  which  he  has  equipped  with  scales  and 
feeders.  He  has  also  built  the  necessary  sheds  and  has  fenced  his 
entire  place,  making  it  a  model  farming  property.  The  latest  im¬ 
proved  machinery  is  used  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  Kil¬ 
burn  raises  and  feeds  stock  on  an  extensive  scale,  this  branch  of  his 
interests  forming  an  important  addition  to  his  income.  He  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Chula  and  this  and  all  of  his  other  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  are  capably  conducted,  so  that  he  has  now  reached  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  affluence,  being  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Kilburn  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  occurred  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1883,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Susan  Tidrich,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Tidrich,  the  former  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Grundy  county.  Mrs.  .Kilburn  passed  away  in  November, 
1904,  and  is  buried  in  the  Stucker  graveyard.  She  left  to  mourn  her 
loss  five  children :  Albert,  who  is  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  Livingston  county;  Grace,  the  wife  of 
Brock  Smith,  who  is  also  engaged  in  fanning  in  this  county;  Naomi, 
the  wife  of  E.  Taylor,  a  farmer  in  the  same  township  ;  and  Mont,  who 
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is  attending  school.  Mr.  Kilburn’s  second  marriage  occurred  on 
December  3,  1908,  on  which  date  he  wedded  Miss  Myrtle  Grimes,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  Grimes,  of  Livingston  county.  Mr. 
Kilburn  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  fraternally 
is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


WILLIAM  W.  BAGLEY. 

William  W.  Bagley  is  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  and  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  Livingston 
county,  his  property  embracing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  27,  township  57,  range  24.  A  resident  of  this  county  since 
1868,  Mr.  Bagley  is  familiar  with  a  great  deal  of  its  development, 
for  he  has  been  an  interested  witness  of  events  which  have  shaped  its 
history,  while  his  business  interests  have  been  a  strong  element  in  its 
agricultural  prominence.  He  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  H.  and  Jane  (Rice)  Bagley,  the 
former  at  one  time  a  prominent  and  progressive  resident  of  that  section. 
He  was  well  known  in  local  republican  circles  there,  being  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  and  policies  of  his  party  and  an  ardent  admirer 
of  Horace  Greeley.  He  made  his  public  spirit  effective  through 
twelve  years  of  service  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  death  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1896,  removed  from  that  part  of  Ohio  one  of  its  most 
representative  citizens.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1851  and  is  buried  at  Pandora,  Ohio. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  William  W.  Bagley  attended 
public  school  in  Pandora  and  after  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age 
of  twenty  spent  one  year  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
homestead.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  his  present  farm, 
which  he  has  cultivated  ever  since,  a  period  of  about  forty-three 
years.  He  has  improved  the  place  by  erecting  a  substantial  modern 
residence,  good  bams,  granaries  and  outbuildings  and  by  installing 
all  the  modern  accessories  and  equipment  of  a  model  farm.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  tilling  the  soil  Mr.  Bagley  engages  extensively  in  stock- 
raising,  keeping  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head  of  cattle, 
thirteen  horses  and  seventy  swine.  In  addition  he  is  interested  in 
raising  poultry  and  has  several  hundred  fowl. 
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Mr.  Bagley  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  union  occurred  at 
Pandora,  January  4,  1870,  on  which  date  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Exy 
Reeves,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Clover)  Reeves, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  at  Pandora.  Mr. 
Bagley’s  first  wife  died  February  22,  1881,  leaving  five  children:  Carl 
E.,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Herbert 
M.,  a  hotel  proprietor  at  Potwin,  Kansas ;  Clifford  E.,  a  farmer  in 
Arkansas;  William  W.,  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Oklahoma;  and  Mamie  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Donald  Stephens, 
a  railroad  man.  On  March  6,  1884,  Mr.  Bagley  was  again  married, 
his  second  wife  being  Miss  Annie  A.  Gay,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rebecca  (Bush)  Gay,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away  and  are  buried 
in  Utica.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children:  Bessie,  the  wife  of 
Walter  H.  Wimselt,  a  fanner  of  Utica;  and  Floyd  M.,  who  is  assist¬ 
ing  his  father. 

Mr.  Bagley  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is 
eminently  progressive  and  public-spirited  in  matters  of  citizenship. 
For  over  ten  years  he  was  road  overseer  and  his  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education  is  indicated  by  the  excellent  work  which  he  did  during 
his  ten  years’  service  as  school  director.  He  well  merits  the  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  come  to  him  in  the  course  of  years,  for  he  has  labored 
persistently  for  what  he  now  enjoys  and  has  made  a  most  creditable 
record  as  a  prosperous  and  honorable  business  man. 


R.  D.  HURST. 

Among  Livingston  county’s  progressive  native  sons  who  have 
become  deservedly  successful  in  farming  operations  is  R.  D.  Hurst, 
owner  of  an  excellent  property  of  two  hundred  acres  lying  on  sec¬ 
tions  16,  20  and  6,  Cream  Ridge  township.  His  birth  occurred 
January  20,  1862,  four  miles  southeast  of  Chula,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Brown)  Hurst.  The  father  came  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1837  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Livingston  county, 
where  he  became  very  prominent  and  well  known  in  agricultural 
and  public  life.  He  passed  away  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Wallace  cemetery.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
makes  her  home  on  a  farm  in  Grundy  county. 

R.  D.  Hurst  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Grundy  county,  attending  during  the  winter  months  and  spending 
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his  summers  assisting  his  father.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  laid  aside 
his  books  and  remained  upon  the  homestead  for  six  years  thereafter, 
purchasing  at  the  end  of  that  time  a  farm  on  section  16,  which  forms 
a  portion  of  his  present  holdings.  He  has  increased  this  by  judicious 
purchases  to  its  present  proportions,  owning  two  hundred  acres  on 
sections  16,  20  and  6.  Upon  this  property  he  has  made  substantial 
improvements,  erecting  a  fine  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  and 
installing  all  the  necessary  equipment  and  accessories.  In  addition 
to  general  farming  Mr.  Hurst  is  also  extensively  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  keeping  fine  herds  of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  and  in  all  of  his  business  interests  shows 
a  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment.  Whatever  he  undertakes 
he  carries  forward  to  successful  completion,  and  unfaltering  industry 
is  numbered  among  his  most  salient  characteristics. 

Mr.  Hurst  married,  in  Grundy  county,  on  January  28,  1886, 
Miss  Isabelle  Wolf,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mahala  (Kleinsmith) 
Wolf,  the  former  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  section  of  the  state. 
Both  have  passed  away  and  are  buried  in  the  Toll  cemetery,  Grundy 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Daniel  O.,  who  is  farming  on  his  father’s  property  in  Livingston 
county;  and  Ethel,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chula  schools  and  who 
is  living  at  home.  The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South. 

Mr.  Hurst  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  has 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  road  master  and  as  member  of  the  town¬ 
ship  board.  In  all  of  his  business  dealings  he  is  thoroughly  reliable 
and  in  matters  of  citizenship  helpful  and  progressive,  giving  his  aid 
and  influence  to  many  movements  for  the  public  good. 


THOMAS  DICK  JONES. 

Thomas  Dick  Jones,  one  of  the  resourceful  farmers  and  dairymen 
of  Livingston  county,  who  lives  upon  a  well  improved  farm  which 
he  acquired  by  his  own  exertions,  has  resided  in  this  section  since 
he  was  five  years  of  age  and  has  devoted  his  entire  active  career 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  May  25, 
1853,  a  son  of  Thomas  E.  and  Julia  B.  (Hutchins)  Jones,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  that  state.  The  father  engaged  in  general  farm- 
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ing  during  his  active  life,  following  that  occupation  both  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  in  Livingston  county,  to  which  he  removed  in  1858.  He 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  this  section.  To  their  union  were  born 
fifteen  children :  Ellen  Frances,  deceased ;  Charles  Edgar,  of  Chilli- 
cothe;  Jasper  N.,  who  resides  in  Oklahoma;  Catherine,  Henry  B., 
Waldo,  Adolphus  and  John  W.,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away; 
Thomas  Dick,  of  this  review;  James  W.,  who  resides  in  Arkansas; 
Julia  and  Lizzie,  both  of  whom  are  deceased;  Mary  Jane,  the  wife 
of  C.  F.  Adams,  of  Chillicothe;  Robert  M.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
San  Diego,  California;  and  Alice  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  L.  Tunnell,  of  Chillicothe. 

Thomas  D.  Jones  was  only  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Livingston  county  and  he  has  made  his  home  here  since  that 
time.  He  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  and  remained  there  until 
he  began  his  independent  career,  becoming  familiar  with  the  best 
methods  of  cultivating  the  soil  and  studying  agriculture  in  a  prac¬ 
tical  way.  Desiring  to  become  independent,  he  purchased  land  of 
his  own  in  Rich  Hill  township,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  and 
which  is  now  one  of  the  highly  productive  places  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  In  addition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Jones  also  engages  in  dairy¬ 
ing,  keeping  a  fine  herd  of  cows  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1881,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Carrie  Adams,  a  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Eliza  A. 
(Peabody)  Adams,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Livingston 
county  in  1868.  The  father  was  for  some  time  a  prominent  farmer 
and  a  manufacturer  of  butter  and  cheese  in  this  section  of  Missouri 
and  in  later  years  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  in 
Chillicothe.  He  died  on  the  nth  of  March,  1901,  having  survived 
his  wife  for  one  year.  In  their  family  were  five  children :  Carrie, 
the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review;  Charles  F.,  of  Chillicothe; 
Minnie,  deceased;  Albert  E.,  who  lives  in  San  Diego,  California; 
and  Jennie  L.,  who  has  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Edna  Bascome,  the  wife  of  Earl  F. 
Nelson,  of  Milan,  Missouri;  Del  Rey,  who  married  Allan  J.  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  of  Chillicothe;  Irma  E.,  who  lives  at  home;  Charles  Mervin, 
who  also  resides  at  home;  Thomas  Edgar,  who  is  attending  Colum-- 
bia  University;  Esther  Eliza,  who  is  still  with  her  parents;  and 
Julia  Adams,  who  also  lives  at  home.  The  family  are  devout 
adherents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 

Mr.  Jones  supports  always  the  men  and  measures  of  the  demo- 
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cratic  party,  with  which  he  has  been  affiliated  since  casting  his  first 
vote.  He  is  eminently  progressive  and  public-spirited  in  matters  of 
citizenship  but  never  seeks  public  office,  preferring  to  concentrate 
his  attention  upon  his  business  affairs.  He  is  a  good-roads  enthusiast 
and  has  done  much  toward  that  object  by  building  roads  himself, 
while  he  has  also  made  a  great  many  speeches  on  the  subject  in 
different  parts  of  the  state.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  “  Farm 
advisor”  and  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  in  that  line  in  this  and 
adjoining  counties.  He  devotes  his  time  to  farming  and  dairying 
and  by  close  application  and  good  judgment  in  all  of  his  operations 
has  been  successful  in  a  high  degree  and  as  a  result  has  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Rich  Hill 
township. 


GEORGE  D.  WAGNER. 

Among  the  representatives  of  commercial  interests  in  Sampsell, 
Missouri,  a  prominent  place  must  be  conceded  to  George  D.  Wagner, 
who  is  the  owner  of  a  general  mercantile  establishment  in  that  city. 
He  came  to  Livingston  county,  in  1869,  from  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  in  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Wortz)  Wagner, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away,  their  last  resting  place  being  Mount 
Olive  cemetery. 

George  D.  Wagner  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Livingston  county, 
leaving  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  For  the  four  follow¬ 
ing  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  farm  work,  acquainting  him¬ 
self  with  thorough  methods  of  agriculture.  In  1898  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  business  which  he  is  still  conducting.  A  progressive 
man  of  modern  tendencies,  he  has  built  up  an  establishment  that 
would  be  a  credit  to  a  city  of  much  larger  size  than  Sampsell  and 
carries  complete  and  reliable  lines  of  merchandise.  Practically  any¬ 
thing  needed  by  his  patrons  can  be  found  in  his  establishment,  the 
trade  of  which  has  increased  from  year  to  year,  bringing  steadily 
growing  financial  results  to  its  owner.  Of  accommodating  and  win¬ 
ning  manner,  Mr.  Wagner  succeeds  in  holding  old  patrons  and 
winning  new  ones,  and  this  in  a  large  way  is  the  solution  of  the 
success  which  he  has  attained.  He  owns  his  own  store  building  and 
residence. 
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Mr.  Wagner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Paralee  Walker,  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  Walker,  who  is  mentioned  at  greater  length  in 
another  part  of  this  volume.  They  have  five  children :  Charles,  a 
clerk  in  the  postoffice  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Maude,  the  wife  of 
Claude  Tramell,  an  agriculturist  of  Livingston  county;  and  Frank, 
Mary  and  Stanley,  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wagner  is  a  democrat,  giving  his  stanch 
support  to  the  policies  and  candidates  of  that  party,  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  local  lodge.  In  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  Mr.  Wagner 
has  made  a  success,  for  he  has  not  only  encompassed  his  own  pros¬ 
perity  but  has  been  a  forceful  element  for  betterment  along  moral 
and  material  lines  in  the  community,  his  sterling  traits  of  character 
having  won  for  him  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  in  a  business  or  social  way. 


MRS.  MARY  A.  BAKER. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Baker  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farming  prop¬ 
erty  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  on  section  5,  Cream 
Ridge  township.  She  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  her  father,  Jackson  Peren,  having  been 
one  of  the  first  pioneers  in  Livingston  county.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  before  that 
conflict  and  after  the  close  of  hostilities  centered  his  attention  upon 
general  farming,  dying  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  He 
was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1899  and  both  are  buried  in  the  May 
cemetery. 

Mrs.  Baker  grew  up  on  her  father’s  farm  in  Livingston  county 
and  acquired  her  education  in  the  district  schools.  She  was  only 
sixteen  years  of  age  when,  on  February  28,  1864,  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Isaac  I.  Baker,  a  native  of  Illinois,  who  had  lived  in 
Livingston  county  since  his  childhood.  Isaac  Baker  was  at  that 
time  only  eighteen  years  of  age  and  the  young  couple  began  their 
married  life  with  practically  no  resources,  renting  a  farm  which  Mr. 
Baker  improved  and  developed  in  the  evenings,  after  spending  the 
day  working  in  the  employ  of  others.  He  later  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  5,  Cream  Ridge  township,  to  which  he  grad¬ 
ually  added  as  his  ability,  energy  and  ambition  gained  him  success, 
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becoming  eventually  the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres  of  the  finest 
farming  land  in  Livingston  county.  He  carefully  tilled  the  fields, 
raising  such  crops  as  were  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate,  and 
as  the  years  passed  he  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  became  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  community.  He 
later  sold  some  of  his  holdings  in  Livingston  county,  reducing  his 
farm  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  a  tract  upon  which  many 
modern  improvements  which  stand  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and 
labor.  Mr.  Baker  also  owned  one  thousand  acres  in  Kansas  and 
this  tract  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  widow,  who  rents  it  out. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  adopted  two  children :  Charles  Adams,  a  son 
of  J.  R.  and  Mary  Adams,  who  is  assisting  Mrs.  Baker  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  farm;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Elmer  Wilson,  of 
Peoria,  Kansas. 

Mr.  Baker  was  a  man  of  straightforward  principles  and  upright 
life  and  he  enjoyed  the  respect  and  good-will  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  was  honesty  itself  in  all  his  business  dealings 
and  was  never  known  to  take  advantage  of  another  in  a  business 
transaction.  To  his  family  he  was  a  devoted  husband  and  father 
and  his  loss  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret  when, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1912,  he  passed  away,  being  at  that  time  sixty- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  on  the  township  board  for  a  number  of 
years  but  never  desired  political  preferment,  wishing  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  in  which,  with  the  able 
assistance  of  his  wife,  he  met  with  great  success.  Mrs.  Baker  is 
now  in  possession  of  the  homestead,  comprising  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres,  and  manages  the  farm  wisely,  using  excellent  ability 
in  its  control.  She  has  many  friends  in  the  community  in  which  she 
has  so  long  made  her  home  and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  she  conducts  her  business  interests. 


F.  M.  CONNOR. 

In  taking  up  the  history  of  men  who  are  connected  with  prom¬ 
inent  business  interests  of  Chillicothe  and  who  have  been  for  many 
years  past  prominent  in  the  general  development  of  the  city  mention 
should  be  made  of  F.  M.  Connor,  president  of  the  F.  M.  Connor 
Land  Company,  one  of  the  largest  real-estate  and  investment  con¬ 
cerns  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Rantoul,  Illinois, 
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July  14,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Murphy)  Connor, 
the  farmer  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  in  that  section  of  Illinois 
and  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  the  industrial  develop¬ 
ment  of  Rantoul,  where  he  founded  the  second  brick  factory  in 
Champaign  county.  He  died  in  1896  and  is  buried  in  Rantoul.  His 
wife  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Champaign.  To  their 
union  were  born  four  children  besides  the  subject  of  this  review: 
Charles  H.,  a  railroad  contractor;  Carrie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Morgan  O’Brien,  of  Champaign;  Hattie,  who  married  L.  L.  Daw^- 
son,  of  Childress,  Texas;  and  Earl,  a  horse  dealer  in  Calgary, 
Alberta. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  F.  M.  Connor  attended  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  Rantoul  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rantoul  high 
school  in  1889.  In  the  same  year  he  began  his  independent  career, 
securing  a  position  as  fireman  and  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  This  he  held  for  five  years,  after  which 
he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  buying  a  farm  in 
McLean  county,  Illinois,  and  operating  it  successfully  for  four  years. 
He  sold  his  property  at  a  profit  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  went 
to  Calhoun  county,  where  he  became  interested  in  the  real-estate 
business,  his  success  in  this  line  proving  the  foundation  of  his  present 
prosperity.  From  Calhoun  county  he  moved  to  Laclede,  Linn  county, 
Missouri,  and  there  followed  the  real-estate  business  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Chillicothe  and  organized  the  F.  M.  Connor 
Land  Company,  of  which  he  is  president.  The  concern  is  identified 
with  important  real-estate  operations  all  over  Livingston  county  and 
in  addition  controls  much  valuable  property  in  the  city.  Under  the 
able  management  of  Mr.  Connor,  who  is  a  man  of  fine  business  and 
executive  ability,  the  affairs  of  the  company  have  prospered  exceed¬ 
ingly  and  its  business  has  grown,  its  patronage  constantly  increasing 
in  volume  and  importance  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  largest  enter¬ 
prises  of  this  kind  in  this  section  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Connor  married,  in  McLean  county,  near  Le  Roy,  Illinois, 
March  22,  1898,  Miss  Hattie  Clark,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Caro¬ 
line  Clark,  the  former  at  one  time  a  prominent  farmer  in  that 
section.  He  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  Carrollton,  Missouri.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Connor  have  one  child,  Cleo  C.,  who  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Connor  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  party  and  is 
a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  it  stands.  He 
has  attained  a  position  of  distinction  in  the  Masonic  order,  having 
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been  through  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  and  he  is  identi¬ 
fied  also  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  made 
a  splendid  record  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  business  man,  basing  his  sub¬ 
stantial  success  upon  his  faculty  for  seizing  favoring  opportunity 
and  upon  his  excellent  business  judgment  and  discrimination.  His 
friends  in  Chillicothe  recognize  and  appreciate  his  genuine  worth  and 
admire  him  for  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  business  world. 


JOHN  J.  GRIFFITH. 

John  J.  Griffith,  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Livingston  county,  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  valuable  land  on  section  16,  Blue  Mound  township,  and  the  neat 
and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place  is  visible  evidence  of  his  life 
of  industry  and  thrift.  He  was  born  in  The  Llanidloes,  Montgomery¬ 
shire,  Wales,  January  9,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Jones)  Griffith,  both  representatives  of  old  Welsh  families.  The 
father  was  for  many  years  an  insurance  agent  and  was  engaged  in 
this  line  of  work  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1902. 
He  is  buried  in  The  Llanidloes  cemetery  but  his  wife  still  survives, 
making  her  home  at  Van  Mines,  Wales. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  John  J.  Griffith  attended  the 
district  schools  in  his  native  section  of  Wales  and  later  entered  a 
college,  an  institution  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  After 
laying  aside  his  books  he  spent  some  time  in  business  with  his  father 
and  their  partnership  continued  until  Mr.  Griffith  of  this  review 
came  to  America.  After  landing  in  the  eastern  states  he  pushed 
westward  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Livingston  county  in  the  fall  of 
1888.  He  obtained  a  position  as  salesman  in  the  hardware  store 
conducted  by  Stewart  &  Hargrave  and  from  there  went  to  Dawn, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  in  a  general  store.  He 
held  this  position  for  ten  years  but  was  finally  compelled  by  his 
failing  health  to  seek  an  outdoor  life  and  accordingly  he  took  up 
farming.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land  near  Dawn  and  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  its  development  for  some  time,  selling  it  finally  in  order  to 
purchase  his  present  property  on  section  16,  range  17,  Blue  Mound 
township.  Upon  this  he  has  made  substantial  improvements  from 
time  to  time,  remodeling  the  residence  and  erecting  a  silo,  barns  and 
the  necessary  outbuildings.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  raises 
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high-grade  stock,  keeping  seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  fifteen  horses 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  head  of  swine.  He  operates  extensively 
along  this  line  and  has  met  with  a  gratifying  and  well  deserved 
measure  of  success. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  married  in  Dawn,  September  8,  1890,  to  Miss 
Mary  Hughes,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  X.  and  Catherine  (Williams) 
Hughes,  the  former  a  minister  of  the  Welsh  Methodist  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  have  three  sons :  Everett,  a  student  at  the 
Kidder  Academy;  and  Howell  and  Robert,  who  are  attending  the 
district  school.  Mr.  Griffith  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  is  a  devout  adherent  of  the  Congregational  church, 
of  which  he  has  been  secretary  for  the  past  twelve  years.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  progressive  and  has  served  ably  and  well  as 
township  collector  for  six  years.  He  deserves  great  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished  in  his  business  career,  for  he  started  out  in 
life  empty-handed  and  by  steady  perseverance  and  unremitting  labor 
has  worked  his  way  upward  to  success.  In  business  life  he  is  well 
known  for  his  alert  and  enterprising  spirit,  and  his  salient  qualities 
and  characteristics  are  such  as  win  an  honorable  prosperity. 


A.  J.  ROOF. 

Major  A.  J.  Roof,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Chillicothe  for 
more  than  a  third  of  a  century  and  is  well  and  highly  esteemed 
throughout  Livingston  county,  now  acts  as  public  administrator  here 
and  is  also  a  notary  public  and  pension  attorney.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1840,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Mary  (Baird)  Roof,  who  were  natives  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Henry  Roof,  “was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  a  gentleman  of  Holland 
Dutch  descent.  Robert  Baird,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  participated  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susan  Duff. 

John  Roof,  the  father  of  Major  Roof,  was  reared  near  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1865. 
In  that  year  he  went  to  Iowa  and  purchased  a  farm,  but  soon  after¬ 
ward  came  to  Livingston  county,  Missouri,  here  following  general 
agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Abilene,  Kansas,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  1897,  when 
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he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  in  1854*  when  forty-four  years  of  age.  Both 
were  strict  Presbyterians  in  religious  faith.  Politically  Mr.  Roof 
was  an  old-line  whig  until  the  organization  of  the  republican  party, 
the  ranks  of  which  he  joined.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Susan  E.,  the  deceased  wife  of 
Nicholas  Downey;  George  W.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Albion,  Indiana; 
Albert  J.,  of  this  review ;  Robert  D.,  of  Pekin,  Illinois,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Civil  war;  and  Harriet  L.,  the  wife  of  George  W.  Faulk, 
of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio. 

Albert  J.  Roof,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  remained  in 
Ohio  until  about  seventeen  years  of  age  and  worked  at  farm  labor. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  learned  the 
printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Pittsburgh  Dispatch.  Making  his 
way  to  Canton,  Ohio,  he  secured  employment  in  the  office  of  the 
Canton  Repository  and  after  leaving  that  place  went  into  the  office 
of  Dawson’s  Daily  Times  ait  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  The  Civil  war 
being  in  progress,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Twelfth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  re¬ 
maining  with  that  command  for  sixteen  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  honorably  discharged  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
disabled  by  injury  while  in  Virginia.  Following  the  war  he  worked 
in  Peoria  and  later  became  identified  with  the  Chicago  Tribune  and 
Times  offices  as  a  printer.  Afterward  he  was  employed  at  his  trade 
in  St.  Louis  and  various  other  cities  and  eventually  began  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Batavia  (Ill.)  News.  In  1878  he  came  from  Hutchinson, 
Kansas,  to  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  and  has  here  remained  to  the  present 
time,  serving  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  reporter  on  the  Chillicothe 
Tribune.  He  is  now  public  administrator  of  Livingston  county,  and 
also  acts  as  notary  public  and  pension  attorney,  his  services  in  each 
capacity  proving  most  satisfactory. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1867,  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  Major  Roof  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Amelia  E.  Lewin,  a  native  of  New  York 
city  and  the  widow  of  Walter  Lewin  of  St.  Louis.  Her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthias  F.  Spencer,  were  natives  of  Maryland  and 
New  York  respectively.  Major  and  Mrs.  Roof  had  three  children. 
Albert  B.,  who  acts  as  station  agent  at  Lakenan,  Missouri,  has  been 
twice  married  and  by  his  first  wife,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Roof,  had  three 
children:  Bertha  F.,  Lorene  A.  and  Lewis.  After  the  demise  of 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Roof  he  wedded  Miss  Josie  Carter,  by  whom  he  has 
one  living  child,  Lavyrne.  Warren  A.,  a  resident  of  Amarillo,  Texas, 
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married  Effie  Ewing  and  has  two  daughters,  Della  Ray  and  Hazel 
Lee.  Harry  V.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  is 
married  and  has  three  children.  The  three  sons  of  our  subject  are 
all  railroad  men.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Roof,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  passed 
to  her  eternal  rest  on  the  morning  of  January  6,  1913. 

Major  Roof  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
until  the  nomination  of  Taft  in  Chicago  but  is  now  affiliated  with 
the  new  progressive  party.  Fraternally  he  was  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  .  Pythias  and  he  maintains  pleasant  relations  with  his  old 
army  comrades  through  his  membership  in  Tyndall  Post,  No.  29, 
G.  A.  R.  His  wife  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Upright  and  honorable  in  all  life’s  relations,  they  are  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they  reside. 


BENJAMIN  F.  BEAZELL. 

Benjamin  F.  Beazell,  formerly  the  efficient  postmaster  of  Chilli- 
cothe  and  today  closely  and  intimately  associated  with  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  city,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  13,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Van  Kirk)  Beazell,  residents  of  Chillicothe. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Benjamin  F.  Beazell  attended 
the  district  school  in  Rich  Hill  township  and  later  entered  the  North¬ 
western  University,  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  classical  department  in  1893.  After  laying  aside  his  books 
he  purchased  the  Chillicothe  Tribune,  which  he  published  and  edited 
for  ten  years.  During  the  five  years  of  his  service  as  postmaster  he 
made  a  record  which  it  would  be  hard  to  surpass  in  point  of  things  ac¬ 
complished.  During  his  term  of  office  the  rural  free  delivery  system 
was  established  here,  the  city  delivery  and  clerical  forces  were  in¬ 
creased  and  salaries  raised  in  practically  every  department,  and  many 
important  improvements  made  in  standards  and  methods.  When  he  left 
the  position  the  postoffice  was  paying  in  increased  salaries  and  other 
appropriations  over  sixteen  thousand  dollars  more  annually  than  was 
done  before  he  assumed  control,  this  fact  alone  indicating  clearly  some¬ 
thing  of  the  force  of  his  administrative  and  executive  ability  and  his 
business  progressiveness.  Mr.  Beazell  lias  for  some  time  past  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Chillicothe  and  has  secured  a  large 
and  representative  clientage,  for  he  is  known  to  possess  a  compre- 
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hensive  knowledge  of  land  values  and  a  keen  general  business  dis¬ 
crimination  which  makes  this  knowledge  doubly  effective. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1898,  Mr.  Beazell  was  married  in  Chillicothe 
to  Miss  Bertha  A.  French,  a  daughter  of  David  A.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Weaver)  French,  residents  of  that  city.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beazell 
were  born  three  children:  Mary  E.;  Bertha  Ruth,  who  died  when 
five  months  of  age;  and  Samuel  D.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  in  their  upright,  straightforward 
lives  exemplify  the  doctrines  in  which  they  believe. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Beazell  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order,  hold¬ 
ing  membership  in  Chillicothe  Lodge,  No.  333,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  a  past  master;  in  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  30;  Chilli¬ 
cothe  Council,  No.  28;  Paschal  Asylum,  No.  32,  K.  T. ;  and  in  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Chillicothe 
Council  No.  48,  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  a  stanch  republican  and  as  such  made  the  race  for 
congress,  but  in  1912  gave  active  and  intelligent  support  to  the  pro¬ 
gressive  or  “Bull  Moose”  movement,  having  charge  of  the  state  pro¬ 
gressive  speakers  bureau.  All  during  his  life  he  has  been  interested 
in  those  projects  which  affect  the  general  business  and  political  devel¬ 
opment  and  has  been  in  many  ways  closely  associated  with  the  public 
welfare  and  with  business  progress.  He  is  therefore  widely  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Chillicothe  and  has 
attained  a  place  of  prominence  in  Livingston  county. 


FRANK  E.  BURGESS. 

A  native  son  of  Livingston  county,  Frank  E.  Burgess  is  prom¬ 
inent  among  the  younger  agriculturists  of  Jackson  township,  where 
he  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  located  on 
section  5.  Born  in  this  township  on  September  2,  1871,  he  is  a  son 
of  Dr.  C.  W.  and  Jennie  F.  (Price)  Burgess,  the  father  coming  to 
this  county  in  1867,  from  Wayne,  Kennebec  county,  Maine,  and  set¬ 
tling  in  Chillicothe.  He  here  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
following  that  occupation  for  about  one  year  before  coming  to  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  taught  school  for  a  period  of  four  years,  his 
duties  connecting  him  for  that  whole  time  with  the  same  school  and 
district.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Harrison  county,  Missouri, 


358 


HISTORY  OF  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 


where  he  engaged  in  practice  near  Bethany,  being  located  there  since 
1872,  making  his  home  on  a  farm  seven  miles  from  that  place.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  shortly  after  his  birth,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1871,  finding  her  last  resting  place  at  Trenton,  Grundy 
county.  Her  girlhood  home  was  near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  for  a’ 
number  of  years  she  followed  the  profession  of  teaching  in  parts  of 
Grundy  and  Livingston  counties.  Her  family  was  an  old  English 
one,  coming  to  the  United  States  among  the  first  to  settle  here,  in 
1619,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  on  the  paternal  side 
was  one  of  those  patriots  who  participated  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
defended  Bunker  Hill,  holding  rank  as  a  commissioned  officer  at 
that  time.  Previous  to  the  war  he  had  been  a  sea  captain  and  traveled 
around  Cape  Horn  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  He  was  a  remarkable  man 
in  many  ways  and  reached  an  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 

Frank  E.  Burgess  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Harrison  county,  subsequently  rounding  out  his  early  learning  by 
a  course  in  Grand  River  College  and  the  Missouri  Wesleyan  College, 
which  institution  he  left  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He  then 
for  one  year  rented  a  farm  before  acquiring  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  still  own's  and,  later  adding  another  fifty  acres,  he  now 
pursues  thereon  general  farming,  specializing  in  stock-raising  and 
meeting  with  gratifying  success  along  both  lines  of  endeavor.  He 
erected  upon  his  farm  a  handsome  residence,  a  substantial  barn  and 
made  other  improvements  which  have  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of 
the  property.  Modern  implements  and  machinery  are  to  be  found  on 
his  place,  which  facilitate  the  heavy  farm  work  and  improve  the 
productivity  of  the  soil.  Scientific  and  progressive  in  his  methods, 
he  is  a  student  of  soil  and  climatic  conditions  and  has  by  experiments 
become  a  factor  in  raising  agricultural  standards  here. 

On  Christmas  day  of  1895,  Mr.  Burgess  was  married  in  Jackson 
township  to  Miss  Nellie  L.  Gee,  a  daughter  of  S.  M.  and  Eleanor 
(Robertson)  Gee,  both  of  whom  are  highly  esteemed  residents  of 
Jackson  township,  where  the  father  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres.  The  parents  only  recently  celebrated  their  golden  wed¬ 
ding  and  the  occasion  was  an  occurrence  of  importance  in  Jackson 
township,  no  friend  or  neighbor  failing  to  extend  felicitations  and 
good  wishes  on  their  day  of  honor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Lillian  J.,  Charles  W.  and  Wilbur  H.,  all 
attending  district  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  take  an  active  and  helpful  interest  and  of  which 
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he  serves  as  one  of  the  deacons.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
republican  and,  believing  in  the  efficacy  of  the  principles  this  party 
represents,  gives  thereto  his  stanch  support.  An  official  honor  has 
come  to  him  in  his  election  to  the  position  of  school  trustee  and  this 
distinction  is  well  merited,  for  he  always  has  been  a  champion  of  the 
cause  of  education.  Successful  and  prosperous,  there  is  none  who 
could  grudge  Mr.  Burgess  the  position  he  holds  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  his  neighborhood,  more  so,  because  he  not  only  seeks 
to  further  his  own  interests  but  readily  participates  in  those  measures 
intended  for  the  general  benefit  and  advancement. 


ANDREW  McCOSKRIE. 

Andrew  McCoskrie,  father  of  Lewis  McCoskrie,  whose  sketch 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  volume,  and  son  of  Isaac  Mc¬ 
Coskrie,  received  but  a  limited  education  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  attended  school  at  Edinburg,  Missouri. 
Quakerlike,  he  took  no  part  in  the  Civil  war.  Andrew  McCoskrie  was 
one  of  the  ’49ers  who  crossed  the  plains  to  California.  He  made  the 
start  from  his  Missouri  home  on  the  15th  of  April,  1849,  with  a  team 
of  six  mules,  the  harness  having  been  made  by  his  father,  and  the 
awl  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  The  team  consisted  of  six 
spirited  mules.  There  were  five  men  in  the  party,  and  they  were  well 
supplied  with  camp  equipage  and  eatables  for  the  long  journey.  They 
crossed  the  Missouri  river  at  St.  Joseph.  Until  they  reached  the  plains 
their  trip  was  uneventful,  although  meeting  many  Indians.  Teams 
en  route  to  the  gold  fields  were  numerous.  Many  of  the  gold  hunters 
were  attacked  with  cholera  on  the  way,  and  scores  of  them  died,  as 
was  indicated  by  the  fresh  made  graves  along  the  trail.  On  the  divid¬ 
ing  ridge  the  travelers  were  accompanied  for  several  days  by  six  hun¬ 
dred  United  States  cavalry  and  two  hundred  government  wagons.  In 
the  region  where  the  antelope  were  numerous  it  was  sport  to  watch 
the  cavalry  corral  the  wild  animals,  some  of  which  they  killed.  Habi¬ 
tations  on  the  route  were  few.  From  St.  Joseph  on  the  Missouri 
river  to  Fort  Carney,  a  distance  of  three  hundred  miles,  not  a  house 
was  seen.  From  there  to  Fort  Laramie  and  up  the  Big  Platte  river 
many  herds  of  buffalo  were  met  with  and  chasing  them  was  great 
sport.  Prairie  dogs  were  plentiful  and,  as  the  little  grandson  says  of 
his  grandfather’s  account,  it  was  great  fun  to  watch  the  men  shoot 
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at  them  with  small  arms.  When  one  was  shot  the  others  would  carry 
the  dead  dog  down  the  hole  and  deliver  it  to  the  “dog  undertaker.’ ' 

Many  tribes  of  Indians  were  met  with  after  passing  Fort  Laramie, 
and  they  were  at  war  with  each  other,  but  friendly  with  the  emigrants. 
After  crossing  the  Black  Hills  their  route  lay  between  the  North  and 
South  Platte  rivers.  A  raft  of  logs  was  made  to  ferry  the  wagons 
over  the  latter  stream,  while  men  and  mules  swam  across.  The 
caravan  then  wended  its  way  on  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains 
by  way  of  Willow  Springs  and  Independence  Rock  in  a  beautiful  val¬ 
ley,  thence  up  the  Sweet  Water  by  the  Devil’s  Gate,  then  crossing  the 
summit  to  the  Little  Sandy  river,  the  first  stream  encountered  flowing 
down  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Then  the  travelers  crossed  the  desert  to 
Green  river,  a  distance  of  fifty-two  miles,  thence  by  way  of  the  Soda 
and  Steamboat  Springs,  and  on  through  Thousand  Springs  valley 
where  they  found  both  hot  and  cold  springs.  From  there  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  way  to  the  Humboldt  river  and  on  to  a  place  called  the 
“Sink,”  where  they  found  plenty  of  grass,  which  borders  on  the  Great 
Sandy  desert  and  extends  to  Carson  river,  a  distance  of  ninety-five 
miles.  On  this  route  over  the  desert  many  deserted  wagons  were 
seen.  The  journey  was  continued  on  up  the  Carson  river  to  the  foot 
of  the  Sierra  mountains,  where  it  was  necessary  to  double  teams, 
having  twelve  mules  to  one  wagon,  while  as  many  as  twenty-two  yoke 
of  cattle  were  used  to  haul  some  of  the  wagons  to  the  summit.  There 
was  no  grass  on  the  summit,  only  a  few  scattering  scrub  oaks  from 
which  the  boughs  were  cut  for  forage  for  the  mules.  Thence  they 
descended  down  the  mountain  to  Weaver  creek  and  into  California. 
None  of  the  party  were  miners.  Finding  holes  where  other  miners 
had  prospected  the  men  would  scratch  around  with  a  knife  or  spoon, 
get  the  dirt  pulverized,  blow  out  the  dust  and  then  look  intently  for 
the  glittering  gold.  If  any  was  found  the  lucky  one  would  make  a 
great  outcry  and  all  the  rest  would  come  running  to  view  the  find. 
At  first  honesty  and  confidence  prevailed,  but  strategy  and  trickery 
soon  succeeded  and  then  every  man  was  for  himself. 

When  this  band  left  their  Missouri  homes  there  were  five  of  them, 
but  when  they  reached  the  gold  fields  only  three  remained.  One  died 
of  cholera  in  St.  Joseph  and  one  was  drowned  in  Carson  river.  The 
party  were  five  months  making  the  trip.  The  first  winter  was  spent 
on  Weaver  creek  and  the  second  on  Deer  creek.  The  little  party 
mined  in  nearly  every  section  of  east  California.  It  was  a  rough, 
wild  life.  Some  days  not  more  than  twenty  dollars  were  panned  out 
while  at  other  times  some  two  hundred  dollars  would  be  realized. 
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After  two  years  Andrew  McCoskrie  sold  his  mining  interest  and  sailed 
from  San  Francisco  for  home,  going  by  way  of  Apulcho,  Mexico, 
thence  by  pack  train  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  down  the  Chagris 
river  to  Panama  City,  where  he  and  his  partner  shipped  for  the  United 
States  and  home.  When  reaching  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  the 
vessel  was  considered  unsafe  to  complete  the  voyage,  but  by  a  vote  of 
the  passengers  the  captain  agreed  to  undertake  it,  and  all  landed  safely 
in  New  York.  From  there  he  went  down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Buffalo, 
thence  to  Cincinnati  by  rail  and  by  water  to  Brunswick,  Missouri,  and 
from  there  walked  home,  a  distance  of  almost  fifty  miles. 

Another  trip  Andrew  MdCoskrie  made  was  in  1863,  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  On  this  trip  he  was  accompanied  by  Joe  McDarnold, 
Dick  McDarnold,  Pete  Sutliffe  (who  was  killed  en  route  by  Marion 
Lovell),  Crockett  Austin,  Marion  Lovell,  Felix  Comstock,  Alfred 
Stone,  Almon  Butler,  William  Butler,  Dr.  Flint  and  family,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  a  Mr.  Thomas  and  son  of  Indiana,  and  an  old  man  named  Smith 
and  his  two  sons  from  Illinois  and  Warren  M.  Hudgins  and  family. 
Many  of  these  people  are  well  known  in  Livingston  county. 
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